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306  HISTORY  OP  WILLIAMS  COUNTY 

GRANVILLE  G.  BROWN,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  and 
most  popular  citizens  of  Madison  township,  where  he  has  served  as 
road  supervisor  for  fully  a score  of  years,  besides  having  held  other 
offices  of  public  trust,  has  developed  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  this 
section  of  the  country  and  is  a leading  representative  of  agricultural 
interests,  being  at  the  present  time  vice-president  of  the  Williams 
County  Agricultural  Society.  Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Fulton  county, 
O.,  September  18,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Emily  (Atwood) 
Brown,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Vermont,  of  Colonial 
ancestry,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  Maryland.  Daniel  Brown  had 
the  sturdy  characteristics  of  the  New  England  type,  was  self-educated 
and  in  no  uncertain  way  was  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes.  He 
came  to  Fulton  county,  O.,  in  an  early  day  and  there  purchased  a tract 
of  heavily  timbered  land,  which  he  reclaimed  to  cultivation.  He 
finally  sold  the  property  and  established  himself  in  the  general  mer- 
chandise business  at  Burlington,  Fulton  county,  O.,  where  he  remained 
until  1856,  when  he  came  to  Williams  county,  becoming  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  of  Madison  township.  Here  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  1884,  when  he  went  to  Kansas,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  dying  in  1888,  at  a venerable  age.  He  was  originally 
a Whig  and  later  a Republican  in  politics,  and  for  a time  he  served  as 
postmaster  at  Deer  Lick,  this  county.  His  first  wife  died  in  Fulton 
county,  O.,  in  1847,  and  his  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Taylor,  died  about  1878,  after  which  he  married  Sarah  Horton,  who 
is  now  deceased.  Of  the  nine  children  of  the  first  marriage  only  three 
are  living.  Granville  G.  Brown  secured  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Burlington,  Fulton  county,  and  Madison  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  and  continued  to  be  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  when  he  initiated  his  independent  career.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  government  in  the  capacity  of 
carpenter,  enlisting  in  his  home  county  and  continuing  to  be  thus 
engaged  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1865  he  effected  the  purchase 
of  a part  of  his  present  farm,  to  which  he  has  added,  until  it  now 
comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
place  to-day,  with  its  well  tilled  fields,  substantial  modern  buildings 
and  all  other  evidences  of  thrift  and  prosperity,  is  very  different  from 
what  it  was  when  he  secured  the  property,  for  it  was  then  covered 
with  the  native  timber  and  had  practically  no  improvements;  so  that 
the  evidences  of  his  effective  labors  are  patent  to  all,  while  he  has  so 
lived  as  to  merit  and  receive  the  unqualified  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  politics  Mr.  Brown  is  a stanch  Republican 
and  he  has  taken  a loyal  interest  in  public  affairs,  particularly  those 
of  a more  local  nature.  He  has  served  as  township  trustee  and  asses- 
sor, as  a member  of  the  school  board  about  twenty  years,  and  as  road 
supervisor  for  about  the  same  length  of  time,  and  has  also  held  the 
office  of  jury  commissioner.  In  his  youth  he  served  under  his  father 
as  assistant  postmaster  at  Deer  Lick,  a postoffic.e  now  abandoned 
under  the  free  rural  delivery  sendee.  He  has  long  been  a member  of 
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the  board  of  directors  of  the  Williams  County  Agricultural  Society, 
of  which  he  is  now  vice-president.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Church  of  God,  belonging  to  the  organization  in  their 
township,  and  he  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  about 
fifteen  years.  In  1866  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Brown  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Wallace,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  May 
3,  1847,  being  a daughter  of  Noah  and  Sophia  (Bowser)  Wallace, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Delaware,  in  1813,  and  the  latter  in 
Maryland,  in  1817,  while  they  passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives 
in  Madison  township,  Williams  county,  whither  they  came  in  i860, 
Mr.  Wallace  having  been  a substantial  farmer  of  this  section.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  and  in 
politics  he  was  a Republican.  Of  their  eleven  children  five  are  living. 
The  following  is  a brief  record  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown : Charles  A.,  a graduate  of  Bennett  Medical  College  and 
of  the  medical  department  of  the  Northwestern  University,  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Rossville, 
111. ; Andrew  J.  is  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Pioneer, 
Williams  county ; George  A.  divides  his  time  between  teaching  and 
farming;  John  B.  is  a graduate  of  the  Illinois  Medical  College,  in 
Chicago,  and  is  now  engaged  in  practice  at  Lawrence,  111.;  Herman  I. 
is  a successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio ; Leonard  G.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  dental  school  of  Northwestern  University,  in  Chicago, 
is  married  to  Zella  Lacer  and  is  now  practicing  in  Chicago;  Clara 
May  is  a popular  teacher;  and  Wesley  O.  and  Ernest  L.  remain  at 
the  parental  home,  all  of  the  children  having  received  good  educa- 
tional advantages  and  profited  duly  from  the  same. 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  a prominent  farmer  of  Centre  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  O.,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  on  July  6,  1850. 
He  is  the  son  of  Nicholas  and  Sarah  (McMannis)  Brown,  mention 
of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  John  A.  Brown  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
country.  Farm  life  was  so  agreeable  to  him  while  growing  to  man- 
hood that  he  made  it  his  avocation  for  life.  In  addition  to  general 
farming  he  conducted  a threshing  machine  for  some  years,  doing 
quite  an  extensive  business  in  that  line.  For  seven  years  he  has  been 
engaged  with  D.  P.  Nihart  in  shipping  live  stock  and  has  succeeded 
in  establishing  an  extensive  business,  amounting  some  months  to 
$25,000.  He  owns  the  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  which  he  lives  and  that 
of  one  hundred  acres  on  which  his  son,  Andrew  Jay  Brown,  resides. 
As  an  extensive  dealer  in  road  horses  and  a breeder  of  Chesterwhite 
hogs  Mr.  Brown  is  quite  well  known  throughout  the  country.  In  this 
business  he  has  met  with  unusual  success,  as  is  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  property  he  has  accumulated.  Being  an  excellent  judge  of 
horse  flesh  and  strictly  honorable  in  all  of  his  dealings,  he  enjoys 
a prosperous  business  and  an  enviable  reputation  among  his  fellow 
citizens.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  Some 
years  ago  he  was  a member  of  the  National  Grange  and  for  the  past 
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eighteen  years  lie  lias  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  On  April  30, 
1871,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Stockman,  born 
in  Williams  county  on  May  20,  1849,  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
America  (Davison)  Stockman,  both  natives  of  Crawford  county,  O., 
who  came  with  their  parents  to  Williams  county  in  an  early  day,  and 
married  there.  Ephraim  Stockman  is  a son  of  George  and  Rachel 
(Tittle)  Stockman,  pioneers  of  Williams  county,  where  both  are  bur- 
ied. The  parents  of  Mrs.  Ephraim  Stockman  were  also  pioneers  of 
Williams  county,  where  they  died  at  a ripe  old  age.  John  A.  Brown 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Dunkard  church.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Clara  E., 
the  first  born,  was  born  in  Williams  county  011  August  30,  1872,  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  She  is  the  wife  of  William  Kreiger, 
a son  of  Jacob  Kreiger,  a sketch  of  whose  life  will  be  found  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  They  have  three  daughters,  named  Grace,  Ermali  Ruth 
and  Jennie  Mildred.  Andrew  J.,  the  younger,  was  born  on  December 
28,  1874,  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county  and  in  the 
Fayette,  O.,  high  school.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  serving  as  township  clerk  for  two  years.  His  wife 
was  Miss  Grace  Snyder,  of  Defiance,  O.  They  arc  the  parents  of  two 
daughters,  named  Vera  and  Daisy. 

SAMUEL  W.  BUMPUS  merits  consideration  in  this  compilation 
by  reason  of  being  one  of  the  representative  farmers  and  sterling  citi- 
zens of  Pulaski  township,  where  he  has  a finely  improved  and  well 
equipped  farm,  devoted  to  diversified  agriculture  and  to  the  raising 
of  a good  grade  of  live  stock.  He  was  born  in  Sandusky  county,  O., 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1844.  and  is  a son  of  Simeon  and  Matilda 
( Grover ) Bumpus,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  X.  Y.,  and  the  latter  in  Vermont,  whence  her  parents  re- 
moved to  the  state  of  New  York  when  she  was  a child  of  three  years. 
The  parents  were  reared  and  educated  in  the  old  Empire  state,  where 
their  marriage  was  solemnized.  The  father  was  a wagonmaker  by 
trade,  and  later  operated  a grist-mill  and  also  a saw-mill,  having  been 
a man  of  much  initiative  power  and  business  acumen.  They  came  to 
Ohio  in  1832,  making  the  trip  on  Lake  Erie  to  Toledo  and  thence 
proceeding  to  Ottawa  county,  where  Mr.  Bumpus  operated  a saw- 
mill and  grist-mill,  while  later  he  was  for  several  years  a resident  of 
Sandusky  county.  In  1862  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Williams 
county,  locating  in  Springfield  township,  and  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  were  thus  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  March  2, 
1893,  and  his  widow  was  summoned  into  eternal  rest  April  5,  1903. 
Both  were  consistent  members  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  exem- 
plifying their  Christian  faith  in  their  daily  lives,  and  in  politics  he 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Democracy.  Mr.  Bumpus  had  been 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah 
Matoon,  died  in  ATcw  York  state,  leaving  one  son.  Henry  E.,  who  is 
now  a resident  of  the  state  of  Iowa.  Brief  data  concerning  the  chil- 
dren of  the  second  marriage  are  here  given  : Tames  I.,  who  located  in 
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Williams  county  in  1S64,  was  a farmer  by  vocation  and  served  in  the 
Civil  war  as  a member  of  Company  I,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  died  in  this  county;  Philinda  became  the  wife  of  Eras- 
tus  Howard  and  died  in  Grand  Traverse  county,  Mich.;  Mary  Ann, 
widow  of  Asa  Hutchinson,  resides  in  Chicago  Junction,  O. ; George 
A.,  who  was  a member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry  during  the  Rebellion,  died  in  Edon,  O. ; Matilda,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Logan  D.  Mizner.  died  in  Ottawa  county;  Samuel 
W.  is  lie  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated ; Clara  is  the  widow  of 
Charles  Strait  and  resides  in  Bryan ; William  S.,  a farmer  and  carpen- 
ter, resides  in  Ottawa  county.  Samuel  W.  Bumpus  had  limited  edu- 
cational advantages  and  early  became  inured  to  the  sturdy  labors  of 
the  farm,  as  well  as  other  incidental  avocations,  remaining  associated 
with  his  father  and  living  at  the  parental  home  until  1868.  in  which 
year  he  was  married.  He  then  rented  a farm,  in  Pulaski  township, 
devoting  himself  to  its  operation  for  two  years  and  then  effecting  the 
purchase  of  his  present  farm,  in  1870,  the  same  comprising  forty 
acres  of  excellent  land,  in  section  24,  Pulaski  township.  The  land 
was  still  covered  with  the  native  timber  and  was  very  rough,  but 
he  has  developed  the  same  into  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  this 
township,  having  the  entire  area  under  cultivation,-  while  the  perma- 
nent improvements  arc  of  substantial  order.  In  addition  to  his  farm- 
ing operations  Mr.  Bumpus  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
work  at  the  carpenter  trade,  being  a skilled  artisan  in  this  line.  He 
is  a supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has 
served  for  the  past  six  years  as  school  director.  Reverting  to  his  gen- 
ealogy, it  may  be  said  that  his  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  in 
both  the  paternal  and  maternal  lines  were  valiant  soldiers  in  the  Con- 
tinental ranks  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  1868  Mr.  Bum- 
pus was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Athy,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Pulaski  township,  being  a daughter  of  Elijah  Athy,  one 
of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Williams  county.  In  conclusion  is  given 
a brief  record  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bumpus: 
George  Alonzo  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Ottawa  county. 
O. ; Nathan  M.,  a bridge-builder  by  vocation,  still  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  when  not  called  elsewhere  by  the  demands  of  his  business, 
he  married  Miss  Anna  Rcusch  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Alda 
May;  Archibald,  who  is  an  engineer,  residing  in  the  city  of  Toledo, 
married  Miss  Kate  Marsh  and  they  have  two  children.  Dale  and 
Goldie ; Annie  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Bostater,  of  Huron,  O.,  and  they 
have  two  children.  Bertha  and  Hazel:  Mertie  and  Millie  were  twins, 
the  former  being  deceased  and  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  Frederick 
McConeghy,  and  they  reside  in  Springfield  township,  they  have  two 
sons,  Nathan  and  Williard ; Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Rhinemiller, 
of  Huron.  ().,  and  they  have  two  children.  John  and  Alda  ; and  Ida 
May  and  Emma  G.  remain  at  the  parental  home. 

EMERY  BUNCE.  a well-to-do  and  prominent  farmer  of  North- 
west township,  is  a native  of  Florence  township,  Williams  countv. 
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where  lie  was  born  on  April  27,  1863.  His  paternal  grandparents 
were  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Bunce,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Craw- 
ford county,  O.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Emery  Bunce  was  John 
Gloar,  a native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  an 
early  day  and  located  in  Williams  county  in  1858.  Here  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  days.  Emery  Bunce  is  the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Gloar)  Bunce,  the  former  a native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  came  to  Williams  county  in  i860  and  settled  on 
a farm  of  sixty-three  acres  in  Florence  township.  Educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  reared  on  a farm,  James  Bunce  chose  farming 
as  his  lifework.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  having  served  as 
constable,  and  with  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  died  in  1892,  his  wife  having  died  the  previous  year. 
All  of  the  eight  children  born  to  these  parents  are  still  living.  Emery 
Bunce  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  home  county.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  owns  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  Stock  raising 
occupies  a large  part  of  his  time.  In  politics  he  is  actively  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  On  April  5,  1888,  he  was  joined  in  wed- 
lock to  Miss  Dora  Brunk,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Brunk,  a pioneer  of 
Williams  county,  where  he  cleared  a farm  of  ninety-five  acres  of  land. 
By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Bunce  had  the  following  children  born  to  him: 
Ella,  Wesley,  James  Russell,  deceased,  and  George.  His  wife  died 
December  26,  1894.  On  March  14,  1896,  he  was  wedded  to  Ella 
(Powers)  Skinner,  a daughter  of  Volney  Powers,  mention  of  whom 
is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  this  marriage  there  have  been 
born  the  following  children : Martha  Jane  and  Elwood. 

JACOB  BUNCE,  a successful  farmer  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zen of  Northwest  township,  is  a native  of  Crawford  county,  O., 
where  he  was  born  on  February  12,  1849.  His  education  was  the 
best  afforded  by  the  common  schools  of  Florence  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  O.  He  was  only  eleven  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Florence  township.  Fie  now  owns  a farm  of  fifty  acres  in  North- 
west township.  By  dint  of  hard  work  and  close  application  to 
business,  he  has  succeeded  in  his  efforts  to  secure  a comfortable 
home.  His  land  has  been  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation 
and  is  equipped  with  all  the  necessary  buildings  that  go  to  make 
up  a first-class  farm.  In  politics  he  is  actively  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  having  held  the  offices  of  school  director  and 
supervisor.  In  politics  and  private  life  he  has  been  uniformly  suc- 
cessful. Beginning  without  any  capital  other  than  willing  hands 
and  a desire  to  own  a comfortable  home,  he  has  fully  realized  his 
fondest  expectations.  The  fact  that  he  enjoys  the  respect  of  his 
fellow  men  affords  him  no  little  pleasure.  He  has  demonstrated 
what  a poor  boy  can  accomplish,  provided  he  is  willing  to  work 
and  is  clean  in  his  habits.  On  October  31,  1877,  he  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Joice,  born  May  5,  1843,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Joice,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  this  marriage  there 
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have  been  born  two  children.  They  are:  Adah,  born  May  15, 

1879,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools,  the  wife  of  Stephen 
Powers  (the  son  of  Volney  Powers,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work),  and  the  mother  of  two  interesting  children,  Wynn  and 
Wier;  and  Charlie  Roy,  born  May  2,  1881,  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  at  home  on  the  farm. 

IRVIN  L.  BURKE,  cashier  of  the  Edgerton  State  Bank  Com- 
pany, of  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Florence 
township,  Williams  county,  where  he  was  born  in  1865.  He  is 
the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Phoebe  (Bratton)  Burke,  both  natives  of 
Ohio.  Jonathan  Burke  has  been  a resident  of  Florence  township, 
Williams  county,  since  1851,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  and  most 
progressive  farmers  in  that  part  of  the  county.  His  prominence 
in  public  affairs  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  served  his  county 
for  six  years  in  the  responsible  capacity  of  commissioner  and  the 
township  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  forty  years.  He  is  a devout 
member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  having  been  a consistent  mem- 
ber for  over  thirty-five  years.  His  beloved  wife,  the  mother  of 
Irvin  L.  Burke,  died  March  20,  1869.  Irvin  L.  Burke  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county.  In  1886  he  began  his  successful  career  at  Edon,  Wil- 
liams county,  by  engaging  in  the  drug  business.  In  1897  he  dis- 
posed of  his  prosperous  establishment  at  Edon  to  embark  in  the 
banking  business,  for  which  he  was  eminently  fitted  as  the  sequel 
proves.  He  was  first  connected  with  the  Edon  Banking  company 
and  served  that  corporation  faithfully  for  four  years.  In  1901  he 
was  identified  with  the  First  National  bank  and  the  Union  Trust 
Company  of  Bryan,  O.,  and  remained  there  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  organized  the  Edgerton  State  Bank  Company  of  Edger- 
ton, O.,  and  was  elected  its  cashier.  The  other  officers  of  the  bank 
at  the  present  time  are  Judge  Charles  A.  Bowersox  of  Brvan,  as 
president,  and  Henry  Dietsch  vice-president,  and  the  following 
named  gentlemen  are  the  board  of  directors:  Irvin  L.  Burke,  H. 

L.  Poole,  Charles  A.  Dietsch,  Charles  A.  Bowersox  and  Henry 
Dietsch.  Mr.  Burke  is  a man  of  pleasing  address  and  genial  dis- 
position and  possesses  the  happy  faculty  of  winning  friends  and 
retaining  them.  As  a business  man  he  is  exact  and  attentive  to 
business,  ever  watchful  of  the  interests  of  those  whom  he  is  serv- 
ing. Under  the  able  management  of  Irvin  L.  Burke,  it  is  needless 
to  state,  the  business  of  the  bank  is  rapidly  increasing,  being  known 
as  one  of  the  most  solid  financial  institutions  in  that  part  of  the 
state.  On  October  1st,  1892,  Mr.  Burke  was  married  to  Miss 
Augusta  Rosenberger,  born  in  Williams  county,  O.,  July  26,  1872, 
aud  a daughter  of  Horace  and  Jane  (Lynch)  Rosenberger,  the 
former  being  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Catharine  (Shaul)  Rosen- 
berger, natives  of  Virginia,  from  which  state  they  removed  to 
Seneca  county,  O.,  in  an  early  day.  Horace  Rosenberger  was 
born  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  on  August  28,  1837.  where  he  was 
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reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  there  married  Miss  Jane  Lynch, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Margaret  (Anderson)  Lynch,  both  natives 
of  Ohio,  in  which  state  they  continued  to  reside  until  their  deaths. 
Horace  Rosenbcrger  and  wife  continue  to  reside  in  Superior  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  on  the  same  farm  they  located  on  when  they 
first  removed  to  the  county. 

JONATHAN  BURKE,  a retired  farmer  of  Edon,  Williams 
county,  O.,  was  born  in  Columbiana  county  of  that  state  on  June  19, 
1830.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Theodocia  (Morris)  Burke, 
both  natives  of  Columbiana  county,  where  the  former  was  born 
on  July  21,  1804,  in  the  same  house  in  which  his  son  was  born,  and 
the  latter  on  December  12,  1812.  His  grandparents  were  Samuel 
and  Hannah  (Siddall)  Burke,  the  former  a native  of  Ireland  and 
the  latter  of  Virginia.  Samuel  Burke  emigrated  to  America  in 
1798,  settling  in  Virginia,  where  he  was  married,  and  in  1802  re- 
moved to  Columbiana  county  and  there  died  when  still  a young 
man  in  1817.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Loudoun  county,  Va., 
in  1776,  on  the  death  of  her  husband,  removed  with  her  son, 
Thomas  Burke,  to  Wayne  county,  Ind.,  where  she  died  in  1834. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  Jonathan  Burke  were  Jonathan  and 
Sarah  (Snyder)  Morris,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  New  Jersey.  Jonathan  Morris  was  born  in  Loudoun 
county,  Va.,  about  1787,  and  died  in  Columbiana  county,  O.,  in 
April,  1865.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in  1792,  died  in  Columbiana 
county  about  1877.  To  them  twelve  children  were  born.  Thomas 
Burke  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  only  a limited  education  in 
the  common  schools,  his  parents  being  poor  and  his  father  dying 
young.  From  Columbiana  county, O., he  removed  to  Wayne  county, 
Ind.,  where  he  resided  two  years.  In  1835  he  returned  to  Colum- 
biana county  and  in  1843  removed  to  Williams  county,  locating  on 
and  clearing  a farm  of  eighty  acres  near  the  present  site  of  Edon,  to 
which  he  later  added  forty  acres,  making  a total  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  In  politics  he  became  a Republican  after  the 
organization  of  that  party,  and  in  religious  matters  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Christian  church,  his  wife  being  a Quaker.  He 
died  June  17,  1867,  and  his  first  wife,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  died  March  16,  1842,  and  his  last  wife  died  October  8, 
1904.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  the  first  marriage  only  two  are 
now  living.  They  are:  Jonathan  and  Stephen  Emmett.  Jona- 

than Burke  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Columbiana,  Trumbull  and  Williams  counties, 
O.,  and  at  Auburn,  DcKalb  county,  Ind.,  attending  one  year  each 
in  the  last  two  mentioned.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation,  owning 
a farm  of  one  hundred  and  eight  acres,  a part  of  which  is  at  Edon, 
where  he  resides.  In  politics  he  was  for  a time  a Republican,  but 
now  he  is  identified  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Christian  church.  On  November  24,  1853,  he  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Phoebe  Bratton,  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  April  30.  183B, 
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the  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah  Bratton,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  came  to  Williams  county  in  1842,  where  she  died  on 
February  29,  1856,  and  he  on  April  9,  i860.  The  wife  of  Jonathan 
Burke,  who  was  an  aunt  of  Judge  Emmett  Bratton  of  Angola,  Ind., 
died  on  March  20,  1870.  To  them  were  born  five  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Iva  I.  Allamong,  Galen,  Hannah  T.  Isenhart,  Irvin,  of 

whom  mention  is  made  in  the  preceding  sketch,  and  Ira.  On 
April  6,  1871,  Mr.  Burke  married  Miss  Anna  Wiloughby,  born  in 
Columbiana  county  on  October  22,  1841,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Luke)  Wiloughby,  natives  of  Columbiana  county,  who 
came  to  Williams  county  in  1863,  where  she  died  in  1888,  her  hus- 
band having  died  at  the  Soldiers  Home  in  Dayton,  O.,  in  1873. 
To  the  second  marriage  of  Jonathan  Burke  there  was  born  one 
child,  Iona  T.,  bom  October  5,  1875.  On  August  8,  1897,  she  was 
married  to  Ray  E.  Noble,  a prominent  young  business  man  of 
Edon.  They  have  one  child,  George  Morris,  born  July  7,  1904. 
Iona  T.  Noble  and  her  husband  reside  with  Mr.  Burke.  Mrs.  Burke 
was  a member  of  the  Christian  church  and  died  on  October  12, 
1904. 

FRANK  BURKHART,  one  of  the  progressive  and  highly  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was 
born  in  Crawford  county  of  that  state,  January  12,  1864.  He  is 
the  son  of  George  and  Rosanna  (Songer)  Burkhart,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  His  grandparents  were  Tobias  and  Christina 
(Keiss)  Burkhart,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Tobias  Burkhart 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1804  with  his  mother,  Dorothy  (Beal) 
Burkhart,  and  located  in  Lycemburg,  Heppin  township,  Pa.,  where 
she  died.  His  wife,  Christina  (Keiss)  Burkhart,  came  to  America 
in  1817,  both  of  her  parents  having  died  in  Germany.  They  came 
to  Williams  county  in  1865  and  settled  on  a farm  in  St.  Joseph 
township,  where  he  died  in  1876,  aged  eighty  years,  and  she  died 
nine  years  later,  aged  eighty-three  years.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents of  Frank  Burkhart  were  George  and  Catherine  (Encen) 
Songer,  he  a native  of  Germany  and  she  of  Pennsylvania.  George 
Songer  was  born  in  1807  and  emigrated  to  America  when  seven 
years  old,  locating  first  in  Pennsylvania  and  then  in  Crawford 
county,  O.,  in  1850,  where  he  and  his  wife  died.  George  Burkhart 
was  born  March  22,  1829,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  Crawford  county  in  1847,  and  from  there  removed  to 
Williams  county  in  1865,  settling  on  a farm  in  St.  Joseph  town- 
ship, where  he  now  resides.  Prior  to  farming  for  himself  he  was 
for  some  years  engaged  in  the  saw  and  grist-mill  business,  in 
which  he  met  with  unusual  success,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  ex- 
tensive patronage  that  lie  enjoyed.  In  politics  he  was  an  active 
Democrat  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Evangelical  church. 
They  have  had  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters. 
They  are:  Sophia,  born  July  23,  1854;  Joseph,  born  May  25,  1858; 

Sarah,  born  January  21,  1861  ; Samuel  F.,  born  June  6,  1862;  Frank, 
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born  January  12,  1864;  Ida,  born  December  25,  1866,  and  Anna, 
bom  April  4,  1872.  Frank  Burkhart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  a fair  common  school 
education.  Farming  is  his  chosen  avocation,  and  the  fact  that  he 
now  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  very  valuable  land  within  a mile 
of  Edgerton  proves  that  he  has  made  a wise  choice.  In  addition 
to  general  farming  he  deals  largely  in  horses  and  other  stock,  ship- 
ping his  purchases  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  While  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party  he  has  never  sought  a public  office. 
He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Evangelical  church.  On  January  31, 
1895,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Catharine  Groff,  born  in  Sterling, 
111.,  January  8,  1870,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Johnson) 
Groff,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  Henry  Groff  followed 
the  occupation  of  milling  for  a number  of  years,  but  now  resides 
on  a farm  in  St.  Joseph  township.  He  and  wife  have  had  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living.  John  Groff,  the  father  of 
Henry  Groff,  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ashland  county,  O., 
in  an  early  day  and  there  both  he  and  his  wife  died  at  a ripe  old 
age.  Frank  Burkhart  and  wife  have  had  one  child,  Harry,  born 
September  10,  1900. 

JACOB  J.  BURKHART,  a successful  farmer  and  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was 
born  in  Lycoming  county,  Pa.,  October  15,  1842.  He  is  the  son 
of  Tobias  and  Christena  (Keiss)  Burkhart,  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding sketch.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  educated 
at  Bucyrus,  Crawford  county,  O.  Having  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  he  set  up  a shop  in  Edon,  O.,  and  plied  his  avocation  there 
for  almost  fifteen  years.  Selling  his  shop  he  invested  the  pro- 
ceeds in  a farm  of  sixty  acres  about  two  miles  northwest  of  Edger- 
ton, on  which  he  has  lived  the  past  twenty-two  years,  following 
general  farming.  To  public  office  he  has  never  aspired,  notwith- 
standing he  is  a very  active  Democrat.  Jacob  J.  Burkhart  married 
Miss  Harriet  Mowery,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky  county,  O., 
January  27,  1851,  and  died  November  9,  1887,  aged  thirty-six  years, 
four  months  and  twelve  days.  On  July  4,  1889,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Hollinger  of  Sandusky  county,  born  May  24,  1859,  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Philipina  (Hopp)  Hollinger.  Charles 
Hollinger  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  September  14,  1814.  He 
married  in  1841  and  emigrated  to  America  seven  years  later,  locat- 
ing in  Sandusky  county,  where  he  resided  on  a farm  until  1867, 
when  he  removed  to  Williams  county,  settling  on  a farm  two  miles 
- northeast  of  Edgerton.  His  wife,  also  a native  of  Bavaria,  was 
born  June  14,  1814.  They  are  both  dead,  he  dying  July  21,  1889, 
aged  nearly  seventy-five  years,  and  she  on  January  23,  1905,  aged 
nearly  ninety-one  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  daugh- 
ters and  three  sons,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Bartlett  Hollinger,  the 
father  of  Charles  Hollinger,  was  a native  of  Germany  and  came  to 
the  United  States  with  his  son  in  1848.  and  died  in  Sandusky 
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county.  Fred  and  Jacob,  brothers  of  C'harles  Hollinger,  came  over 
at  the  same  time,  the  former  dying  at  Fremont,  O.,  in  1889,  and 
the  latter  is  now  a resident  of  Sandusky  county,  his  farm  being 
twelve  miles  west  of  Fremont.  Henry  Hollinger,  who  came  to 
this  country  two  years  before  his  father  and  brothers,  settled  in 
Sandusky  county  and  died  at  Bettsville  in  that  county  in  1899. 
Two  sisters  and  a half-sister  of  Mr.  Burkhart’s  first  wife  emigrated 
to  America,  locating  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  all  died  except  one 
sister,  who  died  at  Bowling  Green,  O.  To  Jacob  J.  Burkhart  and 
his  first  wife  there  were  born  four  children.  They  are:  Fred  Isaac, 
born  December  4,  1872;  Willis  Daniel,  born  November  13,  1874; 
Maudie  Elizabeth,  born  January  19,  1877,  and  died  June  28,  1895; 
and  Samuel  Jacob,  born  October  18,  1881.  By  his  second  wife  he 
has  had  three  children,  all  daughters:  Gladys  May,  born  January 

26,  1892;  Flossie  Ladortha,  born  February  19,  1894,  and  Carrie 
Gertrude,  born  May  18,  1895.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burkhart  are  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Association.  In  politics  Mr.  Burkhart  is  a 
staunch  Democrat. 

JOSEPH  BURKHART,  a practical  and  prominent  farmer  of 
St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Crawford 
county  of  that  state,  May  25,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  George  Burk- 
hart, mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  When  twelve  years  of 
age  he  removed  with  his  parents  from  his  native  county  to  Wil- 
liams county,  receiving  his  public  school  training  in  both  counties. 
Reared  on  a farm,  it  is  quite  natural  that  he  has  chosen  farming 
as  his  avocation  in  life.  In  addition  to  this  he  has  paid  special 
attention  to  stock  raising,  a venture  that  has  in  his  case  proved 
remarkably  remunerative.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
eleven  acres  in  St.  Joseph  township  and  twenty  acres  in  DeKalb 
county,  Ind.,  the  two  pieces  of  land  joining.  This  property  has 
practically  all  been  made  by  him  as  he  received  little  assistance 
from  his  father.  While  an  active  Democrat,  he  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  to  public  office.  He  and  wife  attend  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  of  which  she  is  an  active  member.  On  December 
25,  1884,  he  married  Miss  Lettie  Casebere,  who  was  born  in  De 
Kalb  county,  Ind.,  December  15,  1866.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Kniseley)  Casebere,  the  former  born  Octo- 
ber 8,  1832,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  and  the  latter  in  Canal  Dover,  of 
the  same  county,  November  2,  1835.  George  Casebere  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Smiley)  Casebere,  who  came  to  Williams 
county  in  1840,  where  he  died  September  4,  1881,  and  she  in  1869. 
They  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  are  still  living.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Burkhart,  George  Casebere,  for  years  a prominent 
merchant  at  Blakeslee,  Williams  county,  died  in  July,  1896,  and 
his  wife  three  years  earlier.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom 
three  are  living.  Joseph  Burkhart  and  wife  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Ora  Glen,  born  July  5,  1885;  Earl  Lyston,  born 

August  22,  1888,  and  Arthur  Dale,  born  February  11,  1890. 
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Mrs.  Burkhart  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
In  politics  Mr.  Burkhart  is  a Democrat,  but  has  never  sought 
office.  He  pays  strict  attention  to  his  farming  interests,  assisted 
by  his  sons. 

MORRISON  C.  BURKHART,  a prosperous  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Pioneer,  O.,  is  a native  of  Bridgewater  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  born  October  15,  1874.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Catherine  (Sypsey)  Burkhart,  both  natives  of  Crawford  county, 
O.,  the  former  born  June  9,  1844.  His  grandparents  were  Christ- 
ian and  Christina  (Reese)  Burkhart,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who 
settled  in  Crawford  county  in  an  early  day  and  in  1859  located  on 
a farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Williams  county,  which  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved. Here  he  died  in  1874  and  was  survived  by  his  widow 
twenty  years.  John  and  Catherine  (Myers)  Sypsey  were  his  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  the  former  a native  of  Crawford  county  and 
the  latter  of  Germany.  He  died  in  1853  and  was  survived  by  his 
widow,  who  died  in  Williams  county  on  January  20,  1890.  Jacob 
Burkhart  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  was  educated  in  both 
English  and  German  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county.  When 
fifteen  years  old  he  drove  an  ox  team  from  Crawford  to  Williams 
county.  In  1870  he  purchased  and  cleared  the  farm  now  owned 
by  his  son,  Morrison  C.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
As  township  trustee  he  served  his  constituents  faithfully  and  well. 
He  died  on  the  homestead  in  1895.  To  him  and  wife  there  were 
born  the  following  children : Morrison  C. ; Emma ; Charlie,  de- 

ceased ; Ida,  deceased  ; Carrie ; Maud  ; Edith,  and  Sherman.  Morri- 
son C.  Burkhart  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  a fair  com- 
mon school  education.  He  now  resides  on  the  homestead  of  140 
acres  where  he  carries  on  successfully  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  I11  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

SAMUEL  F.  BURKHART,  a successful  farmer  and  live  stock 
dealer  of  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in 
Crawford  county  of  that  state,  June  6,  1862.  He  is  the  son  of 
George  Burkhart,' a sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Having  been  brought  up  on  a farm,  it  is  but  natural  that 
he  has  made  farming  his  occupation  for  life.  The  thorough  train- 
ing that  he  received  while  working  for  his  father  fitted  him  for  a 
successful  life  in  the  same  line  of  work.  His  ownership  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  most  valuable  and  productive  land 
in  the  county,  located  one  mile  from  Edgerton,  measures  to  some 
extent  his  success  as  a farmer.  He  deals  extensively  in  horses  and 
buys  and  sells  all  other  kinds  of  live  stock.  Having  a thorough 
knowledge  of  stock  of  all  kinds,  and  being  a shrewd  trader,  he  has 
met  with  unusual  success  as  a stockman.  Possessed  of  sound 
judgment  and  good  common  sense,  he  is  rated  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  business  men  in  the  county.  His  time  is  wholly  taken 
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up  with  the  management  of  his  business  affairs,  so  that  he  has  no 
time  to  engage  in  any  other  enterprises.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  but  in  no  sense  an  office  seeker.  In  church  work  he 
and  wife  are  identified  with  the  Evangelical  church.  On  May  16, 
1890,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lana  Landle,  born  in  Edgerton, 
February  15,  1866,  the  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Lana  (Miller) 
Landle,  a prosperous  farmer  of  St.  Joseph  township.  Three  child- 
ren have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burkhart,  named 
Charlie,  born  March  15,  1893;  Oscar,  born  October  16,  1900,  and 
Raymond,  born  June  19,  1903.  While  still  comparatively  a young 
man  Mr.  Burkhart  has  achieved  success  of  which  he  has  just  cause 
to  be  proud.  By  attending  strictly  to  his  own  business  and  by 
making  a close  study  of  live  stock,  always  depending  on  his  own 
judgment,  he  ranks  among  the  foremost  of  the  men  of  affairs  in 
his  county. 

EDWARD  S.  BUTLER,  a prominent  citizen  and  well-known 
marble  and  granite  dealer  of  Montpelier,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a 
representative  of  the  same  branch  of  the  Butler  family  that  num- 
bers among  its  distinguished  members  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  of  Civil 
war  fame.  He  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  on  March  4,  1865, 
in  the  same  house  in  which  his  father,  Sylvester  Butler,  and  his 
grandfather,  Dudley  Butler,  were  born.  In  1873  Sylvester  Butler 
brought  his  family  to  Ohio  and  located  at  Berea,  near  Cleveland, 
and  later  at  Cleveland.  By  occupation  he  was  a civil  engineer  as 
well  as  a carpenter,  both  of  which  avocations  he  plied  diligently 
for  some  years.  He  married  Miss  Ellen  Watson,  a native  of  New 
York  State  and  the  daughter  of  John  Watson.  Both  died  in  Cleve- 
land, the  former  in  1898  and  the  latter  in  1901.  Edward  S.  Butler 
grew  to  manhood  at  his  home  in  Berea,  where  he  received  a sub- 
stantial and  practical  education.  After  the  family  removed  to 
Cleveland  he  learned  the  marble  and  granite  business  and  after- 
wards followed  that  trade  in  many  different  states.  In  1896  he  came 
to  Montpelier  and  opened  up  a marble  establishment,  beginning  in 
a very  small  way.  By  dint  of  close  application  to  business  and 
high-class  workmanship  he  has  succeeded  in  building  up  an  ex- 
tensive and  profitable  trade,  and  today  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
largest  marble  establishment  in  Montpelier.  All  kinds  of  stone, 
granite  and  marble  are  skillfully  fashioned  and  shaped  for  the 
market.  Mr.  Butler  stands  high  in  Masonry,  being  a member  of 
the  Montpelier  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Bryan  Chapter.  Flis  choice 
for  a helpmeet  in  life’s  journey  was  Miss  Clara  Strawser,  the 
daughter  of  Philip  Strawser  of  Montpelier.  To  this  marriage  two 
children  have  been  born,  Carlton  and  Margaret  Maude.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Butler  arc  actively  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

M\ RON  F.  CALTRIDER,  a highly  respected  and  prosperous 
farmer  of  Center  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  on  the 
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old  homestead,  February  3,  1854.  He  is  the  son  of  John  W.  and 
Emaline  (Bostwick)  Caltrider,  the  former  having  been  born  in 
New  York  on  December  3,  1823,  and  the  latter  in  Franklin  county, 
O.,  April  25,  1826.  Emaline  Caltrider  is  the  daughter  of  Abel  and 
Sallie  (Fitch)  Bostwick,  both  natives  of  New  York,  who  removed 
to  Medina  county,  O.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  one  son  and  two  daughters  are  still  living.  John  Caltrider 
grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county.  In  1850  he  settled  on  and  cleared 
the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  his  son  now  owns. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
served  as  township  assessor  for  a number  of  years.  He  died  on 
the  home  place  in  1872  and  his  widow  still  survives,  being  seventy- 
nine  years  old.  She  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
They  had  only  one  child,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Myron  F. 

Caltrider  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  and  educated  in  part  in 

the  common  schools  of  the  county  and  in  part  in  those  of  Bryan, 

where  he  spent  two  years.  Having  been  brought  up  on  a farm, 

it  was  natural  that  he  should  choose  farming  as  his  avocation  for 
life.  In  addition  to  general  farming  he  is  interested  in  the  breed- 
ing of  registered  Duroc  Jersey  swine  and  Short  Horned  cattle. 
His  farm  is  located  two  miles  west  of  Bryan,  and  on  it  he  has  built 
a residence  that  is  a credit  to  any  farming  community.  Politically 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  with  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  1876  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Alice  Wyatt,  a native  of  Philadelphia,  where  the  marriage 
ceremony  was  celebrated.  She  died  on  April  6,  1902. 

JEROME  W.  CALVIN,  a prominent  and  successful  farmer  and 
road  supervisor  of  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was 
born  on  the  old  Calvin  homestead  in  that  township  on  March  17, 
1861.  He  is  a representative!  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
respected  families  in  Williams  county.  He  is  the  son  of  Andrew 
J.  and  Emily  (Byers)  Calvin,  both  natives  of  Portage  county,  O. 
His  great-grandfather  was  David  Calvin  of  Portage  county. 
Joshua  and  Elizabeth  (McGowan)  Calvin,  his  grandparents  re- 
moved from  Portage  to  Williams  county  and  located  in  Pulaski 
township,  where  he  followed  general  farming  during  the  remainder 
of  his  natural  life.  To  these  parents  twelve  children  were  born, 
eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  His  first  wife  having  died, 
Joshua  Calvin  married  Miss  Nancy  Cassidy  and  by  her  had  three 
children,  named  Elizabeth,  Estella  and  Myrtella.  Having  a sec- 
ond time  become  a widower,  he  married  his  third  wife,  a widow, 
but  no  children  were  born  to  this  marriage.  Andrew  J.  Calvin 
was  born  on  April  10,  1834,  and  was  fourteen  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Williams  county,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  followed  general  farming.  On  January  1,  i860,  he  mar- 
ried Emily  Byers,  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Catherine 
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(Strock)  Byers.  While  an  ardent  Republican,  he  never  aspired 
to  public  office.  In  religious  matters  he  was  identified  with  the 
Christian  church,  of  which  organization  he  was  for  many  years  an 
elder.  He  died  on  March  27,  1895,  highly  esteemed  as  an  exemp- 
lary citizen  and  a Christian.  To  him  and  wife  there  were  born  six 
children,  as  follows:  Jerome  W. ; Emmett  E.  of  Metz,  Ind.,  in 

the  well  and  wind-mill  business;  Charles  O.,  a farmer  of  Nuckolls 
county,  Neb.;  Rosie  Dell,  the  wife  of  Wm.  H.  Scott  of  Hillsdale 
county,  Mich.;  Harry  B.,  oil  merchant  of  Bradner,  Wood  county, 
O.,  and  Dell,  who  is  still  at  home.  Several  of  these  children  have 
taught  school.  Jerome  W.  Calvin  has  always  made  his  home  on 
the  old  Calvin  homestead,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  For  several  years  he  and  'his  brother, 
E.  E.  Calvin,  have  been  engaged  in  the  well  and  wind-mill  busi- 
ness in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan.  On  his  farm 
there  are  eight  hundred  sugar  maple  trees,  from  the  water  of  which 
he  manufactures  a large  quantity  of  syrup  each  year.  Being  an 
earnest  Republican,  he  takes  a deep  interest  in  politics  and  has 
served  as  road  supervisor  for  three  years.  Mr.  Calvin  is  a mem- 
ber of  Bryan  Lodge,  No.  221,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  the  Home 
Guards,  No.  12. 

LEWIS  G.  CALVIN,  a prominent  and  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Beaver 
county,  Pa.,  in  which  state  his  English  ancestors  had  located  in  an 
early  day.  He  is  the  grandson  of  James  Calvin  and  wife,  both 
natives  of  England,  who,  together  with  two  brothers,  emigrated  to 
America  and  located  in  Pennsylvania.  Jonathan  and  Sophia 
(Baker)  Morris,  his  maternal  grandparents,  also  of  English  na- 
tivity, came  to  the  United  States  and  located  first  in  Washington 
county,  Pa.,  and  afterwards  in  Mahoning  county,  O.,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Lewis  G.  Calvin  is  the  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Marie  (Morris)  Calvin,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  first  removed  from  that  State  to  Mahoning  county,  O.,  and  in 
1849  to  Columbiana  county  of  the  same  state.  Jonathan  Calvin, 
reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  until  the  Civil  war  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. Then  he  became  a Republican.  He  died  in  Mahoning  county 
on  September  5,  1891,  and  his  widow  died  on  March  11,  1899. 
Lewis  G.  Calvin  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm,  receiving  a fair  com- 
mon school  education.  In  1869  he  came  to  Williams  county,  but 
returned  the  same  year  to  Columbiana  county.  Four  years  later 
he  again  removed  to  Williams  county  and  has  resided  here  ever 
since:  The  farm  which  he  purchased  in  1902,  and  on  which  he 

now  lives,  consists  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  and  is  just  one- 
half  mile  south  of  Edon.  He  is  an  Independent  in  politics  and  a 
member  of  the  Blakeslee  lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias.  On  March 
4,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Davis,  born  in  Mahon- 
ing county  on  January  12,  1849,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
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Betsey  (McGowen)  Davis,  both  natives  of  Mahoning  county, 
where  the  former  was  born  on  December  13,  1823,  and  the  latter 
on  March  7,  1827.  They  came  to  Williams  county  in  1869  and 
there  spent  the  rest  of  their  days,  excepting  a short  time  spent  in 
Tennessee.  Thomas  Davis  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Christian  church. 
He  died  on  May  18,  1902,  and  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is 
now  seventy-eight  years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  child- 
ren, five  of  whom  arc  yet  living.  The  sixth  child  died  in  1865, 
while  in  active  service  in  the  Civil  war.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  Mrs.  Calvin  were  John  and  Mary  Davis,  both  natives 
of  Wales.  They  were  married  in  their  native  country  and  with 
their  two  children  emigrated  to  America  about  the  year  1820, 
locating  first  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  From  Pittsburg  they  removed  to 
Mahoning  county,  O.,  settling  on  a farm  which  he  cleared  and 
where  both  died.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Samuel  and 
Susan  (Hartzell)  McGowen.  To  Lewis  G.  Calvin  and  wife  there 
have  been  born  eight  children.  They  are : Charles  S.,  born 
November  28,  1869,  who  married  Miss  Lizzie  Stump,  October  7, 
1899,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  named  Wayne  Burl,  born 
September  12,  1900,  and  Gladys  Marie,  born  in  August,  1902; 
Albert  F.,  born  April  n,  1873,  who  married  Miss  Carrie  Bordner, 
November  2,  1899,  and  has  by  her  one  son,  Albert  Elden,  born 
August  16,  1903;  Park  E.,  born  May  16,  1875,  married  to  Miss 
Pearl  Boisher  011  March  24,  1900,  and  is  the  father  of  one  daughter, 
Ethel,  bom  August  29,  1901 ; Ora  Lewellan  was  born  August  8, 
1878,  and  died  February  13,  1879;  Minnie  Idella,  born  June  10, 
1880,  who  on  November  25,  1898,  became  the  wife  of  Clyde  Ber- 
dett  Pickle,  born  in  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1878,  the  son  of  Benjamin  Pickle,  a pioneer  of  Williams 
county;  Lewis  Earl,  born  October  5,  1882;  Thomas  Jonathan,  born 
December  13,  1886;  Oscar  Leroy,  born  July  4,  1889. 

CONSIDER  D.  CAULKINS  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  Brady  township,  and  he  may  well  be  designated  a 
pioneer  of  Williams  county,  since  he  has  here  maintained  his  home 
for  nearly  a half  century.  Mr.  Caulkins  is  a native  of  the  old  Key- 
stone state  of  the  Union,  having  been  born  in  Bradford  county, 
Pa.,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1835,  anc^  being  a son  of  Friend  and 
Demaris  (Turner)  Caulkins.  Friend  Caulkins  was  born  in  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  and  his  marriage  was  solemnized  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, from  which  state  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Steuben 
county,  N.  Y.,  both  he  and  his  wife  passing  the  closing  years  of 
their  lives  in  Corning,  that  county,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1873.  His  widow  survived  him  by  about  ten  years.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Turner,  the  maiden  name  of  whose  wife  was 
Hunt,  and  both  died  in  Bradford  county,  Pa.  Consider  D.  Caulkins 
passed  his  boyhood  days  in  his  native  county,  where  lie  secured 
his  early  educational  discipline  in  the  common  schools,  while  he 
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continued  to  attend  school  for  some  time  after  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.  In  1857  he  came  to  Williams 
county  and  located  in  Brady  township,  where  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  the  raising  of  tobacco  for  several  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Madison  township,  where  he  lived  a short  time, 
after  which  he  sold  the  property  and  purchased  another  farm,  near 
Lockport,  Brady  township.  In  1873  he  sold  this  place  and  pur- 
chased his  present  fine  homestead,  which  is  located  in  section  27, 
that  township,  and  which  comprises  seventy-six  acres  of  most 
arable  land,  while  the  improvements  are  of  excellent  type,  making 
the  place  an  attractive  country  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Caulkins 
has  ever  been  a stanch  Democrat,  but  he  has  never  desired  or  held 
public  office.  January  29,  1859,  Mr-  Caulkins  married  Miss  Charity 
M.  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Brady  township,  this  county,  on  Sep- 
tember 7,  1840,  being  a daughter  of  Colonel  William  and  Phoebe 
(Parker)  Miller,  who  were  pioneers  of  the  township,  where  they 
both  continued  to  reside  until  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caulkins  have 
two  sons.  Frederick  M.  resides  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  being  a 
traveling  salesman,  married  Miss  Clara  Teeter,  who  was  born  in 
Canada,  and  they  have  three  children, — Frank  T.,  Alice  and  Elsie. 
Charles,  the  younger  son,  has  the  active  management  of  his  father’s 
farm  and  is  an  enterprising  and  capable  young  business  man. 
Both  sons  attended  the  high  school  in  Strvker  and  duly  profited  by 
the  advantages  thus  afforded  them. 

ALFRED  A.  CLAY,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Center  township, 
Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Wayne  county  of  that  state  on 
September  4,  1848.  He  is  a son  of  Andrew  Clay,  mention  of  whom 
is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Alfred  A.  Clay  was  reared  on  a farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Wayne  and 
Williams  counties.  In  1862  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  St. 
Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  where  the  parents  continued  to 
reside  until  their  deaths.  In  1898  he  purchased  the  fine  farm  of 
eighty-five  acres  in  Center  township  where  he  now  resides.  He 
follows  general  farming  and  breeding  of  Duroc  Jersey  hogs.  In 
politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  but  in  no  sense 
a seeker  for  office,  and  with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Melbern.  On  September  9,  1869,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Olivia  Lake,  born  in  Licking  county,  O.,  May  9, 
1852,  the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Margaret  (Evans)  Lake,  the  former 
born  in  Licking  county,  February  8,  1822,  and  the  latter  in  the 
same  county  April  21,  1821.  Jesse  Lake  was  the  son  of  Elijah  Lake, 
a native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  died  in 
Licking  county  in  1875.  His  wife  surviving  him  nineteen  years  died 
aged  ninety-eight  years,  nine  months  and  twenty-three  days.  Their 
married  life  extended  through  fifty-four  years.  An  uncle  of  Mrs. 
Lake  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  seven  years  old  and  a sister 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years.  Jesse  Lake,  a farmer 
by  occupation,  came  to  Williams  county  in  1875  and  here  his  wife 
21 


322 


HISTORY  OP  WILLIAMS  COUNTY 


died  August  6,  1886.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican  and  with  his 
wife  a member  of  the  Christian  church.  To  Alfred  A.  Clay  and 
wife  were  born  five  children.  Their  names  are : Adam,  born  August 
20,  1870,  and  died  February  12,  1881  ; Oliver  E.,  born  January  5, 
1874,  a Republican  in  politics,  for  fifteen  years  a clerk  in  a store,  for 
eight  years  a merchant  and  now  a successful  farmer  of  DeKalb 
county,  Ind.;  Margaret  Ellen,  born  September  9,  1878;  Elsie  and 
Sarah,  twins,  born  November  21,  1883,  and  both  died  on  December 
23,  of  the  same  year. 

JEREMIAH  CLAY,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Bryan  and  a 
member  of  the  Williams  county  Board  of  Commissioners,  was  born 
in  Richland  county,  O.,  February  13,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (Glime)  Clay.  The  Clay  family  came  originally  from 
Germany,  and  the  great-great-grandfather  of  “Jerry”  Clay  was  Jacob 
Clay,  who  was  born  in  the  Principality  of  Hesse,  Germany.  This 
old  ancestor  of  the  family  served  as  a soldier  with  the  Hessian  troops 
hired  by  King  George  the  Third,  of  England,  and  was  sent  .to 
America  to  fight  against  the  Colonies  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Soon  after  arriving  in  this  country,  however,  he  forsook  the  British 
flag  and  took  sides  with  the  patriots  of  the  Colonial  army,  and  helped 
to  defeat  the  Mother  Country.  He  married  before  leaving  the  Old 
Country,  and  after  the  war  the  family  came  to  America  and  settled 
near  Hanover,  York  county,  Pennsylvania.  They  reared  one  son, 
Jacob  Clay,  who  was  born  in  Germany  on  January  30,  1769,  and 
died  on  August  17,  i860.  His  wife.  Catherine,  was  born  March  30, 
1772,  and  died  on  September  5,  1879.  John  Clay,  the  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  removed  with  his  parents  from  York 
county,  Pa.,  to  Richland  county,  O.,  in  1828,  where  three  sons  and 
a daughter  were  born  to  him  and  wife.  Their  names  follow : George, 
Jacob,  William  and  Catherine.  Jacob  Clay,  the  father  of  Jeremiah 
Clay,  was  born  on  November  21,  1821,  and  was  married  in  Richland 
county,  in  1844,  to  Miss  Elizabctli  Glime,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania on  July  11,  1823.  They  came  to  Williams  county,  O.,  in  1845, 
and  settled  in  Millcreek  township.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  who  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  are  as  follows:  Jeremiah,  William,  Catherine, 
Sarah  Ann  and  John  PI.,  all  of  whom  except  Jeremiah  were  born  in 
Williams  county.  Sarah  Ann  married  John  Holden  and  both  are 
deceased,  one  daughter,  Ida,  surviving  them.  Jacob  Clay  died  in 
April,  1893,  and  is  survived  by  his  widow.  Jeremiah  Clay  was  reared 
on  the  old  farm  in  Millcreek  township,  where  he  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  With  the  exception  of  nine  years  spent 
in  Fulton  county,  O.,  and  two  years  in  Michigan,  he  has  spent  prac- 
tically his  entire  life  within  the  borders  of  Williams  county.  On 
February  15,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G of  the  Sixty-eighth 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiv- 
ing his  final  discharge  on  July  10,  1865.  With  the  exception  of 
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the  time  spent  in  the  army  and  the  six  years  spent  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Pulaski,  he  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which 
he  has  met  with  marked  success,  and  has  accumulated  quite  a com- 
petency. Mr.  Clay  is  actively  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1903  was  elected  one  of  the  county  commissioners  by  that 
party,  taking  his  office  in  September,  1904.  He  is  a member  of 
Post  No.  149,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  the  Odd  Fellow  fra- 
ternity, and  with  his  family  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  On  June  24,  1869,  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  Bryan  to 
Miss  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Bear,  pioneer 
settlers  of  Williams  county.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Jere- 
miah Clay  and  wife,  three  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Those  living 
are:  Sydney  S.,  a minister  of  the  Methodist  church  and  a member 
of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference,  who  married  Miss  Ona  McCerty; 
Martha  D.,  the  wife  of  Lincoln  Kelley,  a well-known  citizen  of  Bryan 
and  a member  of  the  insurance  company  of  Kelley  Brothers  and  a 
manufacturer  of  cement  shingles;  Charles  B.,  who  married  Miss 
Flattie  Finch  and  resides  on  the  old-  home  place  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship. 

WILLIAM  CLAY,  a successful  and  prominent  farmer,  is  a native 
of  Wayne  county,  O.,  where  he  was  born  September  17,  1850.  He 
is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Weiker)  Clay,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  former  having  been  born  in  July,  1821,  and  the 
latter  in  July,  1825.  Flis  paternal  grandparents  were  Christian  and 
Elizabeth  (Snyder)  Clay,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  in  Pennsylvania.  He  again  married  and  they  removed  to 
Wayne  county,  O.,  in  1834,  and  some  years  later  he  removed  to 
Mercer  county,  O.,  and  settled  near  Mendon,  where  his  wife  died ; 
and  later  he  took  a third  wife  who  survived  him.  He  died  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Farming  and  weaving  constituted 
his  life  work.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  William  Clay  were 
Adam  and  Mary  (Reed)  Weiker,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
former  of  German  and  the  latter  of  Irish  extraction.  About  the  year 
1830  they  removed  to  Wayne  county,  O.,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  a grandson,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Andrew  Clay,  the  father  of  William  Clay,  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  In  1862  he  located  011 
a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county. 
Flaving  learned  the  carpenters'  trade,  he  followed  that  occupation 
in  connection  with  farming.  Fie  was  a Democrat  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war,  since  which  time  and  until  his  death  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican.  Fie  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Church 
of  God.  lie  died  on  the  old  homestead,  in  August,  1891,  and  his 
wife  survived  him  until  1905,  when  she  also  passed  away  in  her  eigh- 
tieth year.  William  Clay  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  chose  farming  as  his  life  work. 
In  1880  he  purchased  a farm  of  eighty  acres  and  later  thirty  addi- 
tional acres  adjoining  it.  In  addition  to  general  farming  he  is  largely 
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interested  in  raising  fine  stock.  Politically  lie  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Melbern,  O.  On  February  15,  1877,  *ie  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mollie  E.  Couts,  born  in  Center  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  August  28,  1859,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Matilda  (McManus)  Couts,  the  former  a native  of  Holmes 
county,  O.,  and  the  latter  of  Crawford  county,  O.  To  William  Clay 
and  wife  there  were  born  three  children.  They  arc:  Charlie  T.,  born 
July  13,  1881,  educated  in  the  common  schools,  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  a Republican  in  politics;  Efiie  M.,  born  November  29, 
1883,  educated  in  the  district  schools,  the  Edgerton  high  school,  the 
Angola,  Ind.,  Tri-State  Normal  and  a teacher  by  occupation;  and 
Arthur,  born  December  27,  1892.  Thomas  Couts,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  William  Clay,  was  born  in  Holmes  county,  April  4,  1828,  his 
wife,  born  July  22,  1829,  being  a native  of  Crawford  county.  In 
1851  they  removed  to  Williams  county  and  located  on  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Center  township.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  a Republican  in  politics,  and  with  his  wife  a member  of 
the  English  Lutheran  church.  In  1S61  he  died  on  the  old  homestead 
and  the  widow,  now  a member  of  the  Methodist  church,  resides  with 
her  son  in  Melbern  at  the  venerable  age  of  seventy-six  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  William 
Me.,  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Couts  and  wife,  was  born  August  18, 
1848,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  is  both  railroader 
and  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a Republican  in  politics.  In  1889 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  Stantz,  born  in  Holmes  county  in  1851, 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Susan  (Harmon)  Stantz,  who  came 
from  Holmes  county  to  Williams  county  in  1861,  where  he  died  in 
January,  1905,  his  wife  having  died  in  1891.  To  William  McManus 
Couts  and  wife  were  born  two  children : Charlie  J.,  born  November 
25,  1889.  and  Wilbur  T.,  born  April  22,  1897. 

LINDSAY  J.  COLLIE,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Northwest  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  O.,  is  of  Scotch  descent,  whose  parents  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day.  His  grandparents. 
William  and  Margaret  (Morrison)  Collie,  both  natives  of  Scotland, 
lived  and  ended  their  days  there.  His  maternal  grandparents,  James 
Lindsay  and  wife,  were  both  born  in  Scotland  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1832,  locating  in  Richland  county,  O.,  where  both  spent 
their  days,  the  former  dying  at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-six  years.  The 
parents  of  Lindsay  J.  Collie  were  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Lind- 
say) Collie,  both  natives  of  Scotland,  the  former  born  in  Banffshire, 
in  1828,  and  the  latter  in  Aberdeenshire  in  1826.  Alexander  Collie 
while  growing  to  manhood  learned  the  carpenters’  trade,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  five  years.  In  1850  he  emigrated  from  his  native 
land  to  Canada,  whence  after  a year’s  stay  he  removed  to  Ashland 
county,  O.  In  1S5S  lie  came  to  Williams  county,  O.,  and  located  on 
a farm  in  Northwest  township,  which  farm  is  now  owned  by  Lind- 
say J.  and  his  brother,  William  A.  Collie.  In  politics  he  was  an 
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active  Republican,  having  held  the  offices  of  township  trustee,  treas- 
urer and  appraiser,  and  that  of  director  of  the  Williams  County 
Infirmary.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Ninety-Sixth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  He  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Eagle  Creek  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  organization  he  was  an 
elder.  He  died  on  the  homestead  on  May  I,  1887,  survived  by  his 
widow,  who  died  on  March  16,  1891.  To  these  parents  there  were 
born  three  children,  of  whom  Lindsay  J.  and  William  A.  are  living. 
Their  names  follow:  Lindsay  J. ; Jennette,  who  died  in  1892,  and 
William  Alexander,  who  follows  farming  on  a farm  adjoining  Lind- 
say J.'s  farm.  Lindsay  J.  Collie  was  born  in  Northwest  township 
on  February  22,  i860.  He  was  reared  on  the  parental  farm  and 
received  his  education  by  attending  the  public  schools.  In  youth 
he  learned  the  carpenters’  trade  and  has  followed  that  occupation 
in  connection  with  general  farming  ever  since.  Forty-five  acres  of 
the  home  farm  are  now  his  property.  This  land  has  been  brought 
to  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  well  equipped  with  all  the  neces- 
sary buildings  of  an  up-to-date  farm.  The  only  public  office  that 
he  has  filled  is  that  of  justice  of  the  peace.  In  politics  he  is  actively 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a member  of  Edon 
Lodge,  No.  474,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  On  December  29, 
1894,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Libbie  Thompson,  born  in  Northwest 
township  on  June  5,  1868.  She  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Bethia  (Fox)  Thompson,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  latter  of  Ohio.  George  Thompson  came  to  Ohio  from  his  native 
state  in  1853.  His  parents  were  Robert  and  Martha  Thompson. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Thompson  were  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Lyon)  Fox,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
latter  of  Morrow  county,  O.  They  came  to  Williams  county  in 
1853  and  located  on  the  farm  on  which  they  ended  their  days,  the 
former  dying  in  1865  and  the  latter  on  January  29,  1878.  He  was 
a farmer,  a Democrat,  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Christian 
church.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  them  three  are  yet  living,  two 
having  died  in  infancy.  On  January  15,  1898,  there  was  born  to 
Lindsay  J.  Collie  and  wife,  a son,  Loren  Guy,  who  is  now  attending 
the  district  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collie  are  members  of.  the  Eagle 
Creek  Presbyterian  church. 

WILLARD  W.  COMBS,  of  Bradv  township,  is  the  owner  of  the 
old  homestead  farm  on  which  his  parents  took  up  their  residence 
nearly  sixty  years  ago,  and  here  he  has  gained  a reputation  as  one 
of  those  progressive  farmers  and  stock-growers  who  have  so  ably 
upheld  the  prestige  of  this  favored  section  of  the  old  Buckeye  State, 
while  it  was  his  to  be  one  of  the  representatives  of  Williams  county 
in  the  Union  ranks  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Combs 
was  born  in  Richland  county,  O..  on  the  9th  of  January.  1842, 
and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Amelia  (Smith)  Combs,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  the  year  1808.  the  former  in  Belmont  county, 


HISTORY  OF  WILLIAMS  COUNTY 


O.,  and  the  latter  in  the  dominion  of  Canada.  Benjamin  F.  Combs 
removed  with  his  parents  from  his  native  county  to  Richland  county, 
where  his  father  died,  and  his  mother  passed  the  closing  years  of 
her  life  in  Williams  county.  Mrs.  Sarah  Smith,  mother  of  Amelia 
(Smith)  Combs,  likewise  died  in  Williams  county.  Benjamin  F. 
Combs  came  to  Williams  county  in  1847,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  seven  children,  and  three  children  were  born  in  this  county, 
while  of  the  ten,  five  are  living  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Combs 
secured  a quarter  section  of  heavily  timbered  land,  in  Brady  town- 
ship, clearing  this  and  afterward  selling  sixty  acres  of  the  tract,  while 
later  he  added  to  it  by  the  purchase  of  an  adjacent  twenty  acres,  so 
that  his  estate  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  February,  1875,  comprised 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  was  a Whig  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  allied  himself  therewith  and 
ever  afterward  supported  its  cause.  He  was  a consistent  member  of 
the  religious  body  known  as  the  Evangelical  Association,  of  which 
his  wife  also  was  a devoted  adherent,  her  death  occurring  in  June, 
1903,  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years.  Willard  W. 
Combs  was  about  four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal 
to  Williams  county,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  a resident  of  Brady 
township,  having  been  reared  on  the  old  home  farm  where  he  now 
resides  and  having  secured  his  youthful  education  in  the  graded 
schools  of  West  Unity.  June  6,  1862,  when  nineteen  years  of  age, 
he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  C,  One  Hundredth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  with  which  he  served  thirteen  months,  after  which  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge.  He  then  re-enlisted,  becoming 
a member  of  Company  I,  Eighty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  he  was  in  service  for  eight  months,  within  which  time  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Cumberland  Gap,  his  corps  taking  the 
gap.  After  the  close  of  his  military  service  Mr.  Combs  returned  to 
his  home  county,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  been  actively  identified 
with  farming,  now  owning  the  fine  old  homestead  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  which  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
improved  with  good  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  while  the  system  of  drain- 
age is  altogether  effective.  In  addition  to  raising  the  various  crops 
common  to  the  locality  Mr.  Combs  also  raises  good  horses  and  other 
live  stock.  In  political  allegiance  he  is  an  uncompromising  Repub- 
lican and  he  has  been  identified  with  Superior  Lodge,  No.  179,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  since  1872,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  In  1866  Mr.  Combs  married  Miss  Mary  M.  Beaty, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Williams  county,  being  a daughter  of 
George  and  Jane  (Wiser)  Beaty,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1845, 
settling  on  a farm  in  Brady  township.  Mr.  Beaty  was  born  in  1809, 
and  died  on  his  home  farm,  in  1900.  His  widow  is  still  living  here, 
having  been  born  in  1819.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Combs  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Olive  M.  remains  at  the  parental  home;  George 
W.  is  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  at  Bluflfton,  O.;  and 
Clinton  died  in  infancy. 
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SAMUEL  A.  COOK,  a prominent  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Crawford 
county  of  that  state  on  March  io,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  David  and 
Dortha  (Burkhart)  Cook,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
former  was  born  April  19,  1834,  and  the  latter  on  October  29,  1834. 
His  grandparents  were  George  and  Margaret  (Young)  Cook,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Rachel  (Kiess)  Young,  natives  of  Germany,  who  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  pioneer  days.  Later  they  removed  to  Crawford  county, 
where  the  latter  died  in  1835.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  George 
Cook  married  Rebecca  Ronk  of  Crawford  county.  He  died  in  1892. 
George  and  Barbara  (Swilly)  Cook,  the  great  grand-parents  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America  and 
located  near  Williamsport,  Pa.,  in  a very  early  day.  David  Cook,  the 
father  of  Samuel  A.  Cook,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental  farm 
in  Pennsylvania  and  received  his  education  in  the  log  school  houses 
of  his  native  county.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  came  to  Craw- 
ford county,  O.,  and  in  1864  removed  to  Williams  county,  locating  on 
a farm  of  eighty-five  acres  in  Florence  township,  which  he  at  once 
proceeded  to  clear  and  improve.  Later  he  purchased  an  additional 
tract  of  seventy-five  acres,  and  he  now  owns  altogether  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  well  improved  and  highly  productive  land.  He  is 
a Democrat  in  politics,  having  served  as  school  director  and  road 
supervisor  for  a number  of  years.  On  November  20,  1856,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Dortha  Burkhart.  To  this  marriage  there  have  been 
born  the  following  children : Samuel  A. ; Rebecca,  the  wife  of  George 
Rockey  of  Florence  township;  and  Isaac,  who  married  Miss  Essie 
Beebe  of  Richland  township,  Steuben  county,  Ind.  Samuel  A.  Cook 
was  reared  on  a farm,  educated  in  the  country  schools  and  has  chosen 
farming  as  his  life  work.  He  and  his  brother  Isaac  are  managing  the 
home  farm  in  connection  with  their  individual  and  adjoining  farms. 
They  are  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
In  his  own  farm  there  are  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres,  while 
in  that  of  Isaac  there  are  seventy-eight  acres.  He  is  a Democrat 
and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Evangelical  church.  On  March 
10,  1883,  he  chose  as  his  helpmeet  in  life’s  journey  Miss  Ida  M. 
Davids,  born  in  Guernsey  county,  O.,  on  June  19,  1864,  the  daughter 
of  John  C.  and  Mary  Ellen  (Bell)  Davids,  the  former  a native  of 
Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Maryland.  Both  died  in  Guernsey  county, 
the  former  in  April,  1864,  and  the  latter  on  February  14,  1886.  John 
C.  Davids  was  the  son  of  William  and  Experience  Davids.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davids  four  children  were  born,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Davids  married  Balis 
Kackley,  by  whom  she  had  three  children,  all  living.  To  Samuel  A. 
Cook  and  wife  there  have  been  born  two  children.  They  are : Mar>' 
Elizabeth,  who  was  born  January  6,  1884,  and  died  January  9,  1903, 
having  been  married  on  May  22,  1902,  to  C.  W.  Kappler,  a native 
of  Germany;  and  Irwin  Dwight,  born  April  17,  1889,  who  is  assisting 
his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm. 
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JACOB  COOLMAN,  a prominent  farmer  and  stock-breeder  of 
Northwest  township,  is  a native  of  Medina  county,  O.,  where  he  was 
born  on  March  14,  1851.  He  is  the  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Moore) 
Coolman,  the  former  born  in  Medina  county,  August  29,  1827,  and 
the  latter  in  Pennsylvania.  His  grandparents  were  George  and  Su- 
sanna (Emery)  Coolman,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  In  an  early 
day  George  Coolman  removed  to  Medina  county,  where  he  died  on 
September  27,  1828,  and  was  survived  by  his  widow,  who  died  in 
1868.  His  maternal  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Catherine  Moore,  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  removed  to  Medina  county,  O.,  in  an 
early  day  and  there  died.  David  Coolman  grew  to  manhood  on  a 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  home 
county.  I11  1852  lie  came  to  Williams  county,  and  located  on  the 
farm  of  eighty  acres  now  owned  by  R.  O.  Beach,  which  he  subse- 
quently traded  for  his  home  farm  of  a like  number  of  acres.  After 
clearing  this  land  he  purchased  an  additional  tract  of  sixty  acres  and 
equipped  it  with  all  the  buildings  that  go  to  make  up  a first-class  farm. 
Starting  with  comparatively  nothing,  he  succeeded  in  his  undertakings 
by  dint  of  hard,  earnest  work  and  close  application  to  business.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat.  To  David  Coolman  and  wife  there  were 
born  the  following  children:  Jacob;  George;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 

Lewis  Easterday,  a farmer  of  Hillsdale  county,  Mich. ; Luella,  wife 
of  Silas  Johnson  of  Northwest  township;  Lodemia  of  Northwest 
township,  the  wife  of  John  W.  Malcolm,  a farmer.  Jacob  Coolman 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  county.  E01*  fifteen  years  he  taught  school,  meeting  with  un- 
usual success.  He  now  owns  a farm  of  eighty  acres  of  fertile  and 
highly  cultivated  land.  Much  of  his  time  is  given  to  the  breeding  of 
O.  J.  C.  hogs  and  Shropshire  sheep.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and 
has  served  as  township  clerk  and  school  director.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  Northwest  Grange  since  its  organization.  In  1874  he  was 
joined  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Miss  Mary  Musser,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Lydia  (Keller)  Musser  of  Northwest  township.  The 
following  children  have  been  born  to  their  marriage : Orlo  K.,  a 

farmer  of  Northwest  township ; Lula,  the  wife  of  Clarence  Cooney  of 
Camden  township,  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Leslie  and  Dortha ; and  Lloyd  Weaver,  still  at  home. 

URIAH  C.  COY,  one  of  the  progressive  young  farmers  and  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  Springfield  township  and  the  present  incum- 
bent of  the  office  of  township  trustee,  has  here  passed  his  entire  life 
and  is  a scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  influential  families  of  Williams 
county.  He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  in  Springfield 
township,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1868,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Krontz)  Coy.  John  Coy  was  born  in  Beaver  Creek 
township,  Greene  county,  O.,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1811.  In  the 
summer  of  1831  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Snider,  and 
in  September  of  that  year  he  located  in  that  portion  of  the  original 
Williams  county  which  is  now  a part  of  Defiance  county,  settling 
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near  the  present  village  of  Evansport,  and  having  been  present  at 
the  first  election  ever  held  in  Tiffin  township,  on  the  2d  of  April, 
1832,  and  he  had  the  distinction  of  casting  the  first  vote  at  that  election. 
His  first  wife  died  in  September,  i860,  and  of  the  nine  children  of 
this  union  all  are  now  deceased  except  Mrs.  John  Christy.  On  the 
18th  of  August,  1861,  he  married  Mrs.  Catherine  (Krontz)  Johnson, 
of  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  widow  of  George  Johnson,  of  whom  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  sketch  of  his  son,  Simon  Johnson,  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  She  was  born  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1835 
John  Snider  and  John  Coy  built  the  grist  mill  at  Evansport,  and  Mr. 
Coy  managed  the  same,  as  miller,  for  more  than  twenty  years.  In 
April,  1865,  he  removed  to  the  present  homestead  farm  one  and  one- 
half  miles  south  of  Stryker,  Williams  county,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  12th  of  March,  1891.  He  became 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land,  in  Springfield 
township,  and  upon  locating  in  this  township  he  set  himself  to  the 
task  of  reclaiming  his  land  to  cultivation,  eventually  developing  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  He  erected  the  present  substantial 
and  attractive  brick  residence  and  made  the  best  of  improvements 
throughout.  Being  a man  of  marked  initiative  power  and  good 
judgment  he  gained  the  maximum  returns  from  his  efforts  and 
accumulated  a competency,  leaving  his  children  well  provided  for. 
His  wife  survived  him  by  more  than  a decade,  her  death  occurring 
on  the  9th  of  December,  1902.  They  had  two  children,  of  whom 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  younger.  Elmer  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty^eight  years.  He  married  Miss  Dollie  Robinson,  who  survives 
him,  as  does  also  their  only  child,  Bessie.  John  Coy  was  a stanch 
adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  while  he  served  in  school 
offices  he  never  sought  political  preferment  of  any  description.  He 
was  a Dunkard  in  religious  faith  and  his  wife  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Uriah  C.  Coy  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  farm,  a portion  of  which  he  now  owns,  and  was  afforded 
the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county.  He 
remained  at  home  until  the  death  of  his  parents,  having  largely  as- 
sumed the  management  of  the  farm  before  the  demise  of  his  honored 
father.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  acres  of  the  old  home 
place,  including  the  brick  residence  mentioned,  and  of  the  tract  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  are  now  under  cultivation,  devoted 
to  the  crops  best  suited  to  the  soil  and  climate,  while  he  also  gives 
considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  short-horn  cattle,  draft  horses 
and  good  grades  of  swine.  In  politics  Mr.  Coy  cling9  to  the  faith  of 
his  father,  being  a stanch  Democrat.  He  served  six  years  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  his  township,  and  in  November,  1904, 
he  was  elected  township  trustee,  for  a term  of  three  years.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Grange,  and  he  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge 
of  Knights  of  Pythias  in  Stryker.  On  the  24th  of  November,  1887, 
Mr.  Coy  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  Clark,  who  was  born 
in  Missouri,  on  the  22d  of  November,  1867,  being  a daughter  of 
Stephen  L.  and  Bell  Clark,  who  came  to  Williams  county  when  she 
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was  a child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coy  have  three  children,  namely:  Mary 
D.,  who  was  born  September  20,  1890;  Charles  E.,  who  was  born 
November  29,  1893;  and  Florence  B.,  who  was  born  October  16, 
1897. 

HENRY  AINSWORTH  CRIST,  a progressive  and  highly  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Northwest  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was 
born  in  Northwest  township,  on  June  30,  1862.  His  grandparents, 
Gilbert  and  Sallie  Ann  (Michnels)  Crist  were  both  born  in  New 
York  State  in  1800,  the  former  on  February  16,  and  the  latter  on 
February  27.  Gilbert  Crist  was  married  in  1822  and  came  to  Ash- 
land county,  O.,  in  1834,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
on  March  n,  1832.  Milton  B.  Crist  was  reared  on  a farm  and  edu- 
after  a residence  of  twenty  years  in  that  county,  removed  to  Williams 
county  and  located  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Northwest  town- 
ship. In  1858  he  sold  this  farm  and  bought  another  of  a like  number 
of  acres  south  of  the  village  of  Cooney,  where  he  died  on  December 
9,  1899,  his  wife  having  died  five  years  earlier.  Henry  A.  Crist’s 
maternal  grand-parents  were  James  and  Mary  (Perkins)  Redfield, 
the  former  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  December  8,  1799,  and  the  latter 
in  Medina  county,  O.  James  Redfield  died  on  February  9,  1880,  in 
Medina  county.  The  parents  of  Henry  A.  Crist  were  Milton  B.  and 
Rachel  (Redfield)  Crist,  the  former  born  in  Genesee  county,  N. 
Y.,  on  August  10,  1824,  and  the  latter  in  Lodi,  Medina  county,  O., 
cated  in  the  common  schools.  For  four  years  he  served  as  a clerk 
in  a mercantile  establishment  and  since  then  to  the  time  of  his  death 
he  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  farming.  For  seventeen  years 
he  acted  as  constable.  He  was  also  a deputy-sheriff  under  George 
C.  Kober.  He  was  a Republican  and  with  his  wife  a member  of 
the  Christian  Union  church.  Four  children  were  born  to  these 
parents,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  Their  names  follow : Gilbert 
James,  deceased;  Henry  Ainsworth,  William  Russell  and  Perlie. 
Henry  A.  Crist  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  received  his  educa- 
tion by  attending  the  common  schools  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  owns  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  two  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of  Cooney.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican  and  he  has  served  as  trustee  and  school  director. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Liberal  United  Brethren 
church.  His  first  wife,  who  died  on  April  20,  1896,  was  Miss  Maggie 
Brandon  in  maidenhood.  In  1899  he  was  wedded  to  Mrs.  Addaid 
Brandon,  the  widow  of  Hugh  Brandon  and  the  daughter  of  Wihiam 
and  Julina  (Barnes)  Culbertson.  Mrs.  Crist  had  eight  children  by 
her  first  husband,  Hugh  Brandon,  as  follows:  Ettie,  Elsworth,  Bur- 
get,  Van,  Arthur,  Charlie,  Olive  and  Scott.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crist  have 
no  children  by  their  union. 

JAMES  CUMMINS,  one  of  the  venerable  pioneer  citizens  of 
Williams  county,  has  been  a resident  of  Madison  township  for  more 
than  sixty  years,  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  fine  farm  estates  of  this 
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section  of  the  county,  and  is  held  in  unreserved  esteem  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  so  long  lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends. 
He  was  born  in  Bristol  township,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
24th  of  June,  1822,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Hatfield) 
Cummins,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Maryland  and  the  latter 
in  Youngstown,  Mahoning  county,  Ohio.  Joseph  Cummins,  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  Mr.  Cummins,  was  born  in  Virginia,  whence  he 
removed  to  Maryland  and  finally  from  that  state  to  Washington 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  died.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Nancy  Boyd,  was  likewise  a native  of  the  Old  Dominion  State,  and 
she  died  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  at  the  venerable  age  of  one 
hundred  years.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Thomas  and  Hannah 
Hatfield,  both  died  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  honored  pioneers  of 
that  section  of  the  state.  John  Cummins  was  reared  to  maturity 
in  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  came  to  Ohio  when  a young  man,  locat- 
ing in  Trumbull  county,  whence  he  came  as  a pioneer  to  Williams 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years,  his  wife  having  also  died  in  this  county,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  was  a colonel  in  the  war  of  1812,  having 
been  stationed  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  stanch  sup- 
porters of  the  Democratic  party,  while  he  served  a number  of  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  His  wife  was  a devoted  member  of  the 
Church  of  God.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
three  are  living.  James  Cummins  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline 
of  the  pioneer  farm  and  received  a common-school  education.  Octo- 
ber 10,  1840,  he  made  his  advent  in  Williams  county,  being  then  a 
sturdy  and  ambitious  youth  of  eighteen  years.  He  lent  himself  to 
arduous  toil  in  the  early  days,  being  employed  in  clearing  land  for 
others  and  receiving  in  compensation  four  dollars  an  acre.  He 
ientered  claim  to  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  later  sold  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  his  present  fine  homestead, 
most  of  which  he  cleared  from  the  virgin  forest  and  brought  under 
effective  cultivation.  He  has  signally  prospered  with  the  advance- 
ment and  development  which  the  years  have  brought  in  their  train, 
and  his  landed  estate  now  comprises  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
acres,  all  in  Madison  township,  and  of  his  property  he  has  person- 
ally reclaimed  the  greater  portion,  while  he  has  made  good  improve- 
ments in  the  way  of  buildings.  As  the' golden  shadows  of  the  even- 
ing of  his  days  begin  to  lengthen  from  the  west  he  finds  his  lines 
“cast  in  pleasant  places,”  enjoying  that  peace,  comfort  and  dignified 
repose  which  are  the  just  reward  of  his  many  years  of  ceaseless  toil 
and  endeavor.  He  has  been  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  from  the  time  of  its  organization  and  has  always  shown  a loyal 
interest  in  public  affairs  of  a local  nature.  April  13,  1843,  Mr. 
Cummins  was  married  to  Miss  Phoebe  Kirk,  who  was  born  in  Col- 
umbiana county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated,  being 
a daughter  of  Timothy  and  Mary  Kirk,  who  settled  in  Williams 
county  in  1842,  here  passing  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Concern- 
ing the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummins  brief  data  are  as  follows: 
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John  lost  his  life  while  serving  as  a member  of  an  Ohio  regiment 
in  the  Civil  war,  his  death  having  resulted  from  an  attack  of  measles, 
and  his  father  having  brought  him  home  a short  time  prior  to  his  de- 
mise; William  is  a successful  farmer  of  Madison  township;  Mary  Jane 
became  the  wife  of  William  Rising  and  is  now  deceased ; George  is 
a carpenter  and  builder  by  vocation  and  resides  in  Pioneer,  this 
county;  Caroline  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  James  M.  is  a 
resident  of  Hillsdale,  Mich.;  and  one  child  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Cummins  was  summoned  into  eternal  rest  in  1863,  having  been  a 
devoted  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  April  12,  1864, 
Mr.  Cummins  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Evans,  who  was  born  in 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  December  23,  1839,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (James)  Evans,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in 
Wales,  where  they  were  married.  Soon  afterward,  in  1835,  they 
came  to  America,  locating  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummins 
have  been  born  ten  children,  of  whom  four  died  in  early  childhood. 
Charles  is  engaged  in  business  in  Pioneer,  this  county;  Delbert  C. 
is  a farmer  in  Madison  township;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Van  Nortwick,  of  Michigan;  Susie  is  the  wife  of  William  Martin, 
of  Madison  township;  Zilpha  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Throne  and 
resides  in  Michigan  ; and  Orpha  is  residing  at  home.  Mrs.  Cummins 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  her  husband 
has  been  for  many  years  a leading  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church  in  his  parish.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republi- 
can party  in  Williams  county,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  loyal 
supporters  of  its  cause,  while  he  has  served  in  various  offices  of  local 
trust  and  responsibility.  He  is  well  known  throughout  this  section 
of  the  state  and  is  one  of  the  county's  most  venerable  and  honored 
pioneers.  When  he  located  in  this  county  Defiance  was  still  the 
county  seat  and  the  towns  of  Bryan  and  Montpelier  had  not  yet 
sprung  into  existence.  Of  him  it  has  been  written : “He  has  wit- 
nessed almost  the  entire  development  of  the  county,  has  borne  an 
important  part  in  its  civic  and  industrial  advancement  and  aided  in 
organizing  its  schools  and  churches.  He  voted  at  the  first  election 
in  Madison  township,  there  being  a total  of  about  six  voters  in  the 
township  at  that  time,  while  an  old  teapot  was  utilized  for  a ballot 
box.  This  election  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  starting  a school, 
there  being  at  the  time  eight  or  nine  children  of  school  age  in  the 
community.” 

WILLIAM  CUMMINS  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  and 
citizens  of  Madison  township,  and  is  a son  of  those  honored  pioneers. 
James  and  Phoebe  (Kirk)  Cummins,  concerning  whom  individual 
mention  is  made  in  the  preceding  memoir,  so  that  a recapitulation  of 
the  family  history  is  not  demanded  in  the  present  connection.  Mr. 
Cummins  was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  this  county,  on  the  21st 
of  June,  1846,  and  passed  his  youth  on  the  homestead  farm,  while 
he  secured  a common-school  education  and  learned  the  trade  of 
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carpenter,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention  to  a considerable  extent  for 
a number  of  years.  His  fine  farm  comprises  ninety-five  acres  and 
was  secured  by  him  when  still  covered  with  the  native  timber.  He 
has  reclaimed  the  place  to  cultivation,  has  erected  good  buildings  and 
is  one  of  the  energetic  and  progressive  farmers  of  the  county,  his 
able  management  being  evidenced  in  the  general  air  of  thrift  and 
prosperity  which  pervades  the  attractive  rural  estate.  In  national 
and  state  affairs  Mr.  Cummins  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  in  local 
matters  where  no  issue  is  involved,  he  maintains  an  independent 
attitude.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  church  at  Pioneer, 
he  being  a member  of  the  Baptist  and  she  of  the  Methodist,  and 
fraternally  he  is  identified  with  Joy  lodge,  No.  461,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  that  village.  He  was  formerly  identified 
with  the  Grange,  whose  local  organization  has  now  lapsed.  Decem- 
ber 25,  1870,  Mr.  Cummins  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Oceana 
Eggleston,  who  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  July  17,  1848, 
being  a daughter  of  Erastus  and  Mary  (Goodwin)  Eggleston,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  November  18,  1801, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Hebron,  that  state,  in  1799. 
They  came  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  1853.  and  here  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  his  death  occurring  May  21,  1862,  while 
his  wife  died  March  11,  1886.  Mr.  Eggleston  was  a carpenter  by 
trade  and  also  owned  and  operated  a farm.  In  politics  he  was  orig- 
inally a Whig  and  later  a Republican  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  living:  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Smith,  of  Iowa,  aged 
eighty-six  years;  Mrs.  Almira  S.  Hamblin,  of  Iowa,  aged  eighty- 
four;  and  Mrs.  Elvira  Loretta  Snow,  of  Pioneer,  Williams  county; 
and  Mrs.  Megarah  Zuver,  of  Coloma.  Mich.,  both  of  whom  have 
passed  the  psalmist’s  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten.  Mrs.  Marv 
(Goodwin)  Eggleston  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Crafts) 
Goodwin,  the  latter  having  been  a daughter  of  Major  Edward  Crafts, 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  Mrs.  Oceana  (Eggleston)  Cummins  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  the  28th  of  February,  1890,  and  is 
survived  by  one  son,  Walter  Leroy,  who  has  spent  two  years  in 
Dennison  University,  at  Granville,  Ohio,  and  whose  present  object  is 
electrical  engineering.  April  16,  1899,  ^r-  Cummins  consummated 
a second  marriage,  being  then  united  to  "Miss  Clara  Lee  Dempsey, 
a daughter  of  James  and  Phoebe  (Thomas)  Dempsey,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Massachussets,  where  they  were  reared  and  educated. 
The  latter  was  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Phoebe  Crocker  (Tillson) 
Thomas,  both  of  whom  were  likewise  born  in  Massachusetts,  while 
in  the  family  ancestry  cognatic  or  direct  relationship  is  traced  to 
such,  historic  characters  as  John  Alden,  Miles  Standish  and  Governor 
Bradford  of  Massachusetts.  Phoebe  (Tillson)  Thomas  was  a 
daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Sarah  (Bradford)  Tillson.  the  latter  a lineal 
descendant  of  Governor  Bradford.  Levi  Thomas  came  to  Williams 
county  in  1858  and  located  in  Pioneer,  where  he  conducted  a shoe 
store,  while  he  also  had  a small  farm  in  the  vicinitv.  He  died  in 
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Pioneer  in  1884,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1883.  He  assisted 
in  organizing  the  Baptist  church  at  Pioneer.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  only  two  are  living,  Mrs.  Emily 
S.  Wilkinson,  of  Pioneer,  and  Mrs.  S.  B.  Stimson,  of  Hillsdale, 
Mich.  Abidan  and  Heman  were  merchants  in  Pioneer,  where  the 
former  died.  Heman  later  went  to  Kendallville,  Ind.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  furniture  business  for  a number  of  years,  his  death 
occurring  in  Granville,  Ohio.  Another  son,  Roger  William  Thomas, 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  he  died  in  California,  in  1903 ; 
Levi  C.,  the  last  surviving  son,  died  June  27,  1905,  in  South  Hanson, 
Mass.  James  Dempsey,  father  of  Mrs.  Cummins,  died  while  serving 
as  a member  of  a western  regiment  in  the  Civil  war.  His  wife, 
Phoebe,  was  born  in  the  old  Bay  State,  and  died  there  when  Mrs. 
Cummins  was  a child,  and  the  latter  was  brought  to  Williams  county 
and  reared  in  the  home  of  her  maternal  aunt,  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  who 
still  resides  in  Pioneer,  as  has  been  noted.  Mrs.  Cummins’  only 
sister,  Mary  F.,  still  resides  in  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Cummins  was 
partly  educated  in  the  schools  of  Pioneer  and  graduated  from  the 
liigh  school  at  Monroeville,  Ohio,  and  was  a successful  teacher  for 
a number  of  years  prior  to  her  marriage. 

MARTIN  LUTHER  CUSTAR,  a thrifty  farmer  and  progressive 
citizen  of  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  the  grandson 
of  John  and  Ann  Custar,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  in 
an  early  day  settled  in  Columbiana  county,  O.,  and  then  removed 
to  Williams  county  in  1854,  where  he  and  his  wife  both  died.  The 
parents  of  M.  L.  Custar  were  John  and  Lydia  (Tumblin)  Custar, 
both  natives  of  Columbiana  county.  John  Custar  grew  to  manhood 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  a liberal  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county.  While  he  worked  at  the  carpenter 
trade  all  of  his  lifetime  he  also  paid  some  attention  to  farming, 
owning  a small  farm  of  forty-five  acres  in  Williams  county,  on  which 
he  located  in  1854.  Although  the  son  of  a Democrat  he  was  an 
ardent  Republican.  With  his  wife  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the 
United  Brethren  church.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, eleven  of  whom  are  still  living.  He  died  at  his  home  and  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  who  now  resides  at  Montpelier,  O.  M.  .L- 
Custar  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  October  29,  1854,  reared  on 
a farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  learned  and  followed 
the  carpenter  trade  for  some  years,  but  was  also  interested  in  farm- 
ing, having  invested  his  savings  in  a fine  eighty-acre  farm  in  St. 
Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  in  1885.  This  farm  is  located 
five  and  three-quarters  miles  from  Edgerton  and  is  fully  equipped 
with  substantial  buildings,  his  own  handiwork.  While  an  active 
Republican  he  never  aspired  to  public  office.  With  his  wife  he  is 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Melbern,  O.  In 
1876  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lydia  Ann  Kollar,  born  in  Williams 
county,  April  n,  1855,  ^1C  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Rebecca  (Shall) 
Kollar,  the  former  a native  of  Tuscarawas  countv  and  the  latter  of 
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Seneca  county,  both  in  Ohio.  When  a young  man  Conrad  Kollar 
entered  the  land  on  which  he  died  in  1901.  His  wife  came  to  Wil- 
liams county  with  her  parents,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  that  county.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Custar  were 
Jacob  and  Margaret  Ann  Kollar,  who  were  pioneers  of  Williams 
county,  both  dying  in  Montpelier.  To  M.  L.  Custar  and  wife  four 
children  have  been  born.  They  are:  Viola,  born  June  22,  1877, 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Center  township,  Edgerton  high 
school  and  the  Tri-State  Normal  at  Angola,  Ind.,  and  for  six  years 
a teacher  in  the  county;  Luda  Lavena,  born  January  5,  1879,  and 
now  the  wife  of  Adrian  Lint,  a farmer  of  St.  Joseph  township;  Leafy 
Adell,  born  July  23,  1881,  the  wife  of  Charles  V.  Allen,  a farmer  of 
this  township ; and  Gertrude  May,  born  October  16,  1883,  who  was 
educated  at  Edgerton,  O.,  and  Angola,  Ind.,  a teacher  for  one  year  in 
the  county  and  now  the  wife  of  Jesse  Garns  of  Superior  township. 
Konrad  Kollar  was  born  August  21,  1819,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  O., 
and  while  a young  man  came  to  Williams  county,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  five  miles  southwest  of  Mont- 
pelier. Building  a small  hut,  he  commenced  to  clear  away  the  forest. 
He  lived  alone  about  two  years  on  his  farm  and  then  returned  home 
and  visited  his  parents.  He  then  came  to  Williams  county  again  and 
wedded  Miss  Rebecca  Shaull,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born  eight 
children.  The  parents  lived  to  see  the  wilderness  transformed  into  a 
lovely  abiding  place.  George  Tumblin,  father  of  Lydia  (Tumbfin) 
Custar,  was  born  in  Ireland  about  the  year  1805.  came  to  Colum- 
biana county,  O.,  when  a young  man  and  bought  a farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres,  four  miles  west  of  Hanoverton,  that  county.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Lydia  Goodwin,  and  to  this  union  were  born  eight  children. 

JOSEPH  M.  DARGITZ,  a general  farmer  and  successful  breeder 
of  Shropshire  sheep  and  Poland  China  hogs  of  Northwest  township, 
Williams  county,  O.,  is  of  German  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Dargitz,  having  been  born  in  Germany.  William  Dargitz 
emigrated  to  America  in  an  early  day,  locating  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  1832  he  came  to  Crawford  county,  O.,  and  there  his  wife  ended 
her  days.  He  died  on  the  ocean  while  on  his  way  to  visit  his  people 
in  Germany.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Joseph  M.  Dargitz, 
John  and  Catherine  (Sipes)  Brubaker,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  first  removed  to  Crawford  county,  and  in  1854  to  Williams 
county,  locating  in  Florence  township,  where  both  ended  their  days. 
Harmon  and  Margaret  (Brubaker)  Dargitz,  the  parents  of  Joseph 
M.,  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  the  former  in  1824  and  the  latter  in 
1828.  They  came  from  their  native  state  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Supe- 
rior township,  where  he  followed  general  farming.  In  politics  he 
was  a Republican  and  in  religious  matters  he,  together  with  his  wife, 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  only  public 
office  that  he  held  was  that  of  township  trustee.  He  died  in  Mont- 
pelier in  1898  and  was  survived  by  his  widow  until  November  4, 
1902.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  their  marriage  only  three 
are  now  living.  Joseph  M.  Dargitz  was  born  in  Crawford  county, 
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O.,  on  January  i,  1852.  He  received  his  education  by  attending 
the  district  and  the  Bryan  graded  schools.  On  his  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  he  follows  general  farming  and  makes 
a specialty  of  breeding  Shropshire  sheep  and  Poland  China  hogs. 
In  public  affairs  he  has  always  taken  a deep  interest,  having  held 
the  office  of  township  clerk  several  years,  township  trustee  three 
years  and  assessor  one  year.  He  is  now  serving  as  school  director, 
having  been  elected  to  that  office  in  1904.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican  and  in  religious  matters  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  The  maiden  name  of  the  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  on 
November  13,  1875,  was  Miss  Sarah  Kimmell,  a native  of  Richland 
county,  O.,  and  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Louisa  (Culbertson) 
Kimmell,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  They  removed  to 
Williams  county,  O.,  in  1854,  locating  in  Northwest  township,,  where 
both  ended  their  days.  They  were  members  of  the  Dunkard  church. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Joseph  M.  Dargitz  and  wife.  They 
are:  Clara  A.,  Jennie  M.,  Bertha  A.  and  Harvey  B. 

ROLIN  E.  DARGITZ,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Neil  & 
Dargitz,  general  contractors  and  builders,  of  Montpelier,  Williams 
county,  O.,  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township  of  this  county  on 
March  15,  1863.  He  is  the  son  of  Washington  and  Martha  Jane 
(Braden)  Dargitz,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  born  in  Morrow 
county  in  1844  and  the  latter  in  Wayne  county  in  1847.  Washington 
Dargitz  came  to  Williams  county  from  Crawford  county,  O.,  and 
located  on  a farm,  carrying  on  general  farming.  In  1870  he  was 
so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  wife.  He  now  resides  at  Pioneer,  where 
he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens.  Rolin  E.  Dargitz 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  paternal  farm  and  received  his 
education  by  attendance  at  the  common  schools  of  the 
county.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  the  parental  roof 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  Going  to  Fayette, 
O.,  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  which  has  ever  since 
been  his  avocation.  After  working  for  three  years  for  one  man  in 
Fayette,  he  removed  to  Pioneer,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for 
one  year.  He  then  married  and  removed  to  Alvordton,  Williams 
county,  and  there  plied  his  trade  for  the  next  six  years  with  marked 
success.  From  Alvordton  he  removed  to  Montpelier,  and  here  for 
the  next  two  years  he  did  a successful  business  in  the  line  of  con- 
tracting. Then  with  Mr.  Neil  he  formed  the  firm  of  Neil  & Dargitz, 
which  today  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  successful  firm 
in  that  line  of  business  in  Montpelier.  Their  work  is  thoroughly 
and  honestly  done,  hence  they  richly  deserve  the  success  that  they 
have  won.  Mr.  Dargitz,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  is  a very 
busy  man,  has  always  found  time  to  devote  to  public  affairs,  having 
served  on  the  councils  of  Alvordton  and  Montpelier.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
organization.  On  November  28,  1888,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Jennie 
Warner,  a native  of  Williams  county  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
Warner.  These  parents  have  two  children,  Floyd  and  Carl. 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


337 


ANTHONY  DEAN. — A publication  of 
this  nature  exercises  its  highest  function 
when  it  enters  a memoir  to  so  worthy  and 
useful  a citizen  as  was  the  late  Anthony 
Dean,  who  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
representative  agriculturists  of  Williams 
county,  of  which  section  he  might  consistent- 
ly be  designated  a pioneer,  while  he  was  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  early  settled 
families  in  this  section  of  the  old  Buckeye 
state.  Anthony  Dean  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Canandaigua,  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  5th  of  May,  1821,  and  was  a son  of  James 
and  Abigail  (Hulce)  Dean,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Ireland  and  the  latter  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
James  Dean  was  a soldier  in  the  British  army,  from  which  he  de- 
serted and  came  to  the  United  States,  becoming  a pioneer  of  the 
old  Empire  state,  and  there  being  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Abigail 
Hulce,  whose  parents  were  early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Canan- 
daigua. In  the  year  1832  they  came  to  Ohio,  making  the  trip  by  way 
of  the  Great  Lakes  and  thence  by  the  overland  route  through  the 
forest  to  Lucas  county,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  and  of  their  fifteen  children  only  four  are  now  living.  James 
Dean  was  a successful  farmer,  reclaiming  much  land  to  cultivation 
and  having  been  one  of  the  extensive  real-estate  owners  of  this  sec- 
tion. In  Lucas  county  and  across  the  county  line  in  Michigan  he 
bought  thirteen  eighty-acre  tracts,  later  selling  four  of  the  farms, 
while  he  gave  the  others  to  his  children.  After  this  he  accumulated 
eighteen  other  eighty-acre  farms,  in  Lucas  and  Williams  counties, 
Ohio,  much  of  this  property  being  a portion  of  his  estate  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  allegi- 
ance and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  faith  they  reared  their  large 
family  of  children.  Anthony  Dean,  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  a 
lad  of  about  eleven  years  at  the  time  of  his  parents’  removal  from 
New  York  state  to  Ohio,  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm,  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  and  Monroe  county,  Mich.,  lying 
immediately  contiguous  on  the  north.  In  the  common  schools  of 
the  latter  state  he  completed  his  educational  discipline,  so  far  as 
specific  schooling  was  involved,  but  he  was  a man  of  alert  mentality 
and  much  self-reliance,  so  that  he  made  the  most  of  the  valuable 
lessons  later  gained  under  the  direction  of  that  wisest  of  all  head- 
masters, experience.  He  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the 
farm,  waxing  strong  in  mind  and  body  and  also  in  integrity  and 
honesty  of  purpose.  It  is  pleasing,  now  that  the  picture  of  his  life 
stands  out  in  clear  perspective,  to  note  that  he  never  abated  his 
22 
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fealty  and  allegiance  to  the  great  basic  art  of  agriculture,  and  that 
through  his  active  identification  with  the  same  he  attained  to  marked 
success.  His  labors  were  arduous  and  unceasing  for  many  years, 
but  he  was  not  denied  the  fruition  and  grateful  aftermath  in  the 
golden  evening  of  his  life,  while  to  him  were  given  that  objective 
respect  and  esteem  which  ever  betoken  sterling  attributes  of  char- 
acter in  the  one  who  elicits  this  popular  animus.  In  1843  Mr.  Dean 
came  to  Williams  county  and  settled  on  a tract  of  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  which  his  father  had  purchased.  Practically  no  im- 
provements had  been  made  on  the  place,  and  he  set  himself  vigor- 
ously to  the  task  of  reclaiming  a farm  from  the  forest  wilds,  each 
passing  year  bearing  its  evidence  of  progress,  so  that  well  cultivated 
fields  and  blossoming  meadows  replaced  the  wooded  glades.  He 
made  the  best  of  improvements  on  the  homestead,  which  now  has 
substantial,  modern  buildings  and  shows  all  other  evidences  of  able 
and  progressive  management.  At  the  present  time  the  farm  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  two  acres,  and  the  property  is  owned  and 
occupied  by  Mr.  Dean’s  only  living  child,  Mrs.  Bressett.  Mr.  Dean 
continued  to  reside  on  his  fine  homestead  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  31st  of  March,  1899.  The  county  lost  one  of  its 
substantial  citizens  and  honored  pioneers  when  he  was  thus  sum- 
moned to  his  reward,  and  his  name  will  long  be  remembered  with 
appreciative  regard  by  the  people  of  the  community  in  which  he  so 
long  lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends.  He  was  a stalwart  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  having  given  his  allegiance  to  the  party  at  the  time  of 
its  organization,  and  he  was  a zealous  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On  the  18th  of  November,  1841,  Mr. 
Dean  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  McConville,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland,  on  the  15th  of  May,  1823,  and  who  came  to  America 
when  young.  She  died  on  the  homestead  farm,  on  April  8,  1851, 
and  of  the  five  children  of  this  union  the  only  survivor  is  Mrs.  Marv 
Allen  Bressett.  James  died  December  18,  1842;  Abigail,  October 
13,  1846;  James  A.,  October  2,  1847;  and  William  Anthony  died 
in  childhood.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Dean  married  Miss  Lucinda 
Starr,  their  union  being  solemnized  September  30,  1852.  She  died 
November  30,  1865,  leaving  no  children.  November  30,  1873,  Mr. 
Dean  consummated  a third  marriage,  being  then  united  to  Mary 
A.  Hodson,  who  died  June  30,  1881,  while  their  only  child,  Nancy 
Lavilla,  died  November  2,  1880,  an  infant.  Mrs.  Mary  Allen  Bres- 
sett, the  only  living  child  of  Mr.  Dean,  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  where  she  now  resides,  and  after  leaving  the  common 
schools  she  continued  her  educational  discipline  in  the  Bryan  Acad- 
emy. On  March  5,  1888,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  David  F. 
Bressett,  who  was  born  near  Montreal,  Canada.  He  is  now  looking 
after  his  business  in  Leadville,  Colo.,  while  Mrs.  Bressett  looks  after 
the  business  here.  Mrs.  Bressett  passed  thirty  years  of  her  life  in 
the  far  west — Nevada,  California  and  Colorado — and  her  experi- 
ences have  been  varied  and  interesting.  She  is  the  owner  of  prop- 
erty in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  is  interested  in  mining  properties 
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in  the  west,  while  she  also  owns  the  homestead  farm,  endeared  and 
hallowed  to  her  through  the  memories  and  associations  of  the  past, 
and  also  has  property  in  Bryan  and  Montpelier,  Williams  county. 
She  is  a woman  of  gracious  presence  and  her  attractive  home  is  a 
center  of  unreserved  hospitality. 

WILLIAM  M.  DENMAN,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Williams  county,  and  one  of  the  honored  and  influ- 
ential citizens  and  business  men  of  the  thriving  little  city  of  West 
Unity,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families 
of  the  Buckeye  state,  while  the  ancestral  records  determine  that  the 
family  was  founded  in  New  England  in  the  early  Colonial  epoch  of 
our  national  history.  L'riah  Denman,  grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Vermont,  whence  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located 
in  Knox  county,  as  one  of  its  pioneers.  He  there  reclaimed  a farm 
in  the  midst  of  the  forest  and  there  made  his  home  until  death,  as 
did  also  his  wife.  Rachel.  Daniel  and  Catherine  (Crowley)  Mor- 
rison, the  maternal  grandparents  of  Dr.  Denman,  were  both  born  in 
the  old  Green  Mountain  State,  whence  they  came  to  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  in  an  early  day,  while  in  1854  they  removed  to  Fulton  county, 
where  Mr.  Morrison  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  in  1859. 
His  widow  long  survived  him.  her  death  occurring  in  1879,  in  Wil- 
liams county.  Hon.  Elisha  G.  Denman  was  born  in  Knox  county, 
Ohio,  in  1821,  and  was  there  reared  to  maturity,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality.  In  1851  he  came  to  Wil- 
liams county  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  in 
Millcreek  township,  reclaiming  this  tract  to  cultivation  and  becoming 
one  of  the  extensive  landholders  of  the  county.  His  entire  active 
career  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
influential  and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his  community,  hav- 
ing held  various  township  offices  and  having  served  one  term  as 
county  treasurer,  while  he  also  represented  Williams  county  in  the 
State  Legislature  for  two  terms.  He  was  a man  of  excellent  intel- 
lectual powers  and  unassailable  probity,  and  no  man  in  the  com- 
munity commanded  more  unqualified  popular  confidence.  In  politics 
he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  Millcreek  township  in  March, 
1877.  As  a young  man  he  married  Miss  Almira  H.  Morrison,  who 
was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  in  1820.  and  she  survived  her 
husband  by  nearly  twenty  years,  her  death  occurring,  in  West  Unity, 
in  December,  1896.  Of  the  six  children,  all  sons,  two  are  living.  Dr. 
William  M.  Denman  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  on  the  1 6th  of 
September,  1845,  and  his  early  educational  training  was  secured  in 
the  common  schools  and  the  high  school  at  West  Unity,  after  which  he 
continued  his  studies  in  Adrian  College,  at  Adrian,  Mich.  He  then  took 
up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  his  technical  work  lie  had  the  best  of 
advantages,  having  completed  the  prescribed  course  in  Starling  Med- 
ical College,  in  Columbus.  Ohio,  where  he  was  graduated  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1870.  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
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was  engaged  in  practice  one  year  in  Bridgewater  township  and  then 
located  in  Lyons,  Fulton  county,  but  in  1872  he  came  to  West  Unity, 
where  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  practice  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  while  the  extensive  professional  business  which  he  has  con- 
trolled has  not  only  indicated  his  ability  as  a physician  and  surgeon 
but  has  also  stood  indicatory  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held 
in  this  section.  He  has  also  conducted  a drug  store  in  West  Unity 
for  more  than  three  decades,  and  has  interests  in  a local  merchandis- 
ing enterprise  aside  from  this.  His  public  spirit  has  been  manifested 
in  the  promptness  in  which  he  has  given  his  personal  and  capitalistic 
support  to  local  enterprises,  and  he  is  at  the  present  time  president 
of  the  West  Unity  Banking  Company  and  also  of  the  Brady  Fire 
Insurance  Company.  He  is  the  owner  of  three  farms  in  Williams 
county,  one  of  them  being  an  especially  fine  place  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  two  miles  west  of  West  Unity.  For  a period  of 
about  nine  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and 
tile  upon  an  extensive  scale.  In  politics  Dr.  Denman  is  a stanch 
advocate  of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
was  a member  of  the  state  Legislature  in  1900  and  1901,  while  in 
1905  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  state  senator  from  the 
Thirty-second  district,  and  was  elected  at  the  November  election.  He 
is  an  appreciated  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has 
attained  the  Thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  being  identified 
with  the  Consistory  in  Cincinnati ; and  he  is  aslo  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias^  while  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a valued  member  of  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society.  September  30,  1875,  Dr.  Denman  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Skiles,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (John- 
son'! Skiles,  both  of  whom  died  in  Huntington,  Ind.  No  children 
have  been  born1  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denman. 

AMOS  R.  DEWEES,  one  of  Bryan’s  most  prominent  business 
men  and  the  leading  meat  dealer  of  that  city,  was  born  at  Penns- 
ville,  Morgan  county,  O.,  December  1,  1856.  The  Dewees  family 
is  of  French  stock,  the  name  being  originally  DeWees.  The  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was  Doctor  Dewees,  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  Amos  R.  He  landed  at  Philadelphia  in  1774,  two 
years  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by 
the  Colonies,  and  was  for  many  years  a well  known  practitioner  of 
the  Quaker  City.  James  W.  Dewees,  the  grandfather  of  Amos  R. 
Dewees,  was  born  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  when  a young  man  came 
to  Belmont  county,  O.  Jesse  Dewces,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Barnesville,  Belmont  county,  March  15, 
1832.  When  still  a bov  his  parents  moved  to  Pennsville,  Morgan 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  After  attending  the  common 
schools  lie  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  In  i860  he  removed  to 
a point  in  Seneca  county  between  Tiffin  and  Upper  Sandusky,  where 
he  conducted  a shop  until  June,  1861.  After  the  declaration  of  war 
he  enlisted  at  Upper  Sandusky  as  a private  of  Company  H.  Fifty- 
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fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  continuousy  with  his  regi- 
ment until  the  second  day  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  when  he  was 
taken  prisoner  within  his  own  lines.  After  being  confined  in  Libby 
prison  for  eight  days  he  was  transferred  to  Andersonville  prison, 
where  he  was  confined  for  eight  months.  To  those  who  know  the 
history  of  that  awful  prison  it  is  unnecessary  to  recount  in  detail  what 
misery  he  experienced  during  those,  to  him,  long  eight  months. 
From  Andersonville  he  was  finally  taken  to  Belle  Island,  where  he 
was  confined  for  four  months,  and  then  he  was  removed  to  Milan 
on  the  sea  coast,  where  he  was  exchanged  as  one  of  one  thousand 
sick  soldiers  for  a like  number  of  well  Confederate  soldiers.  After 
being  exchanged  he  was  sent  to  the  United  States  Government  Hos- 
pital, at  Annapolis,  and  from  there,  on  December  19,  1864,  was  dis- 
charged and  sent  home,  arriving  at  Pennsville,  where  his  wife  had 
taken  the  family  during  his  absence,  two  days  before  Christmas,  and 
coming  as  it  were  from  the  grave.  His  health  was  so  shattered  that 
work  or  business  was  out  of  the  question  for  some  time.  He  went  to 
Columbus  and  was  discharged  from  the  service  in  March,  1865,  and  on 
April  12,  1865,  started  for  Bryan.  Here  he  bought  a tract  of  land  in 
Bridgewater  township  and,  building  a log  blacksmith  shop  on  it, 
soon  after  began  to  work  at  his  trade.  In  March,  1869,  he  moved 
to  a point  three  miles  southeast  of  Bryan,  where  he  purchased  and 
operated  a saw-mill  until  November,  1874.  He  then  removed  to 
Bryan,  having  traded  his  mill  business  for  town  property.  In  1876 
he  removed  to  Montpelier,  where  he  bought  what  is  now  known  as 
the  old  Good  saw-mill,  which  he  operated  until  1880,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Fremont,  Ind.,  where  he  completed  a large  job  of  sawing 
and  then  sold  the  mill.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Jonesville,  Mich.,  and 
died  there  August  12,  1892.  He  never  recovered  his  health,  being 
practically  an  invalid  from  the  time  of  his  return  from  the  war.  He 
married  Miss  Charlotta  Rainey,  born  in  Lorain  county,  O.,  April 
5,  1834,  the  daughter  of  John  Rainey.  The  Raineys  were  New  Eng- 
land people,  coming  from  Lynn,  Mass.,  to  Lorain  county  in  an  early 
day.  Mrs.  Dewees  is  now  a resident  of  Angola,  Ind.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  children  of  Jesse  Dewees  and  wife:  John  B.,  of  Chicago; 
Amos  R.,  Annie,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Abbott,  of  Kewanec,  111.;  James 
W.,  who  was  accidentally  killed  at  Cincinnati  on  May  10,  1892;  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Albert  Butz,  of  Angola,  Ind.,  and  Jessie,  deceased.  Amos 
R.  Dewees  attended  the  common  schools  of  Pennsville  and  the  old 
Brandeberry  school  in  Bridgewater  township.  For  several  years  he 
worked  at  various  occupations  and  in  September,  1879,  began  to 
learn  the  butcher  business  in  Bryan  with  H.  I>.  Robison.  Six  months 
later  he  took  a position  with  H.  B.  Letcher,  a produce  merchant, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1880.  He  then  returned  to  the  butcher 
business  in  the  shop  of  D.  C.  Brownell,  of  Bryan,  where  he  remained 
until  March  18,  1884,  when  he  bought  the  business.  His  capital  at 
the  time  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars.  In  1892  he  sold  the 
business  and  took  a position  in  the  Farmers’  National  Bank  of  Bryan, 
and  on  January  1,  1893,  was  elected  teller  of  that  bank,  and  a year 
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later  assistant  cashier.  On  March  19,  1894,  he  resigned  his  position 
in  the  bank  to  resume  the  meat  business,  buying  back  his  old  stand. 
In  1900  he  erected  the  present  handsome  business  house  on  Main 
street,  near  the  public  square,  one  of  the  most  substantial  in  the  city. 
This  buiding  is  a brick,  two-story  structure,  the  dimensions  of  which 
are  thirty-two  by  eighty  feet.  The  lloor  of  the  meat  market  is  fin- 
ished in  Mosaic  tiling,  the  wainscoting,  three  and  one-half  feet  high, 
of  opolitic  glass  tiling,  and  the  fixtures  corresponding  to  this  finish. 
The  refrigerator  has  a capacity  of  sixty  tons  of  ice.  The  building 
is  lighted  both  by  electricity  and  gas,  the  latter  being  manufactured 
by  his  own  gas  plant.  The  business  of  this  establishment  amounts 
annually  to  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Dewees  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Bryan  Lodge  Knights  of  Pythias,  vice-president  of  the 
Union  Trust  and  Savings  Bank  of  Bryan,  and  a stockholder  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Bryan  and  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce 
of  Toledo.  On  August  18,  1878,  Mr.  Dewees  married  Miss  Emma 
Oxenider,  born  in  Bryan,  January  14,  i860,  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Elizabeth  (Schatzer)  Oxenider,  old  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  Bryan.  To  this  union  the  following  children  have  been  born  : 
Harry  C.,  born  September  20,  1879,  who  married  Rachel  Russel, 
the  daughter  of  William  Russel,  of  Bryan,  and  by  her  has  had  one 
child,  Helen  by  name;  Vernon  C.,  born  October  20,  1881,  and  died 
November  4,  1900;  Fred  C.,  born  March  12,  1882,  who  married  Gay 
Rosendaul,  the  daughter  of  James  Rosendaul,  of  Bryan,  by  wtiom 
he  has  had  one  son,  Amos  R.,  Jr.;  and  Amos  R.,  Jr.,  born  October 
24,  1886. 

JONATHAN  DICK,  a prosperous  and  popular  representative  of 
the  agricultural  industry  in  Jefferson  township,  is  a member  of  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  Williams  county,  where  he  has  passed  his 
entire  life.  He  was  born  on  the  parental  homestead,  in  Jefferson 
township,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1848,  being  a son  of  Philip  and 
Elizabeth  (Tressler)  Dick,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  the 
kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  Perry 
county,  Pa.  Philip  Dick  came  to  America  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  being  accompanied  by  his  father,  George  Dick,  and  they 
came  direct  to  Williams  county.  Prior  to  Philip  and  George’s 
coming  a brother  of  George,  by  the  name  of  Adam,  had  emigrated 
to  America  in  1834,  residing  for  a time  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  while 
later  he  located  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin.  Abraham,  the  second 
son  of  George  Dick,  learned  the  carpenter  trade  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  in  1836  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Richland  county,  where 
lie  remained  about  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
came  to  Williams  county  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Jefferson 
township,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  having  at- 
tained the  pat riarcli ial  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Philip  Dick  se- 
cured forty  acres  of  wild  and  heavily  timbered  land  in  section  8. 
Jefferson  township,  residing  on  this  place  until  1852,  and  he  eventu- 
ally became  the  owner  of  more  than  five  hundred  acres  of  land 
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in  this  township,  reclaiming-  much  of  the  same  to  cultivation  and 
has  become  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  county.  lie  now 
resides  in  Bryan,  O.,  and  retired  from  active  business.  His  wife 
passed  away  on  the  16th  of  January,  1900.  She  died  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  church.  Of  their  thirteen  children  nine  are  living, 
namely:  Jonathan,  Elizabeth,  George,  Lucv,  Caroline,  Arminda,  Hattie, 
Martha  and  Rosa.  Jonathan  Dick  secured  a common  school  educa- 
tion and  continued  to  be  associated  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm 
until  1874,  when  he  initiated  his  independent  career.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1876  and  soon  afterward  settled  on  his  present  farm,  hav- 
ing erected  his  substantial  residence  in  1878  and  his  barn  in  1884. 
His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  he  personally 
reclaimed  seventy-seven  acres  of  the  same,  the  land  having  been 
heavily  timbered.  He  has  been  very  energetic  and  progressive  as 
a farmer  and  stock  grower  and  his  success  has  been  excellent  in 
his  chosen  province  of  endeavor,  while  he  has  also  worked  more  or 
less  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  in 
their  home  township.  On  October  6th,  1876,  Mr.  Dick  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lenetta  Koch,  daughter  of  Moses  Koch,  who 
was  a pioneer  farmer  of  this  county,  and  she  died  in  August,  1880, 
leaving  two  children — Roy  E.  who  married  Miss  Ollie  Dietrich 
and  resides  in  Bryan,  this  county;  and  Bertha  P.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years.  In  September,  1883,  Mr*  Dick  married  Mrs. 
Emma  Mercer,  widow  of  John  Mercer  and  a daughter  of  William 
Barnhart.  Of  their  eight  children  two  are  deceased,  Harlan  and 
Wilbur.  The  surviving  children  are  Florence  E.,  Wildie  F.,  Lena 
E.,  Leona  E.,  Harvey  L.  and  Waldo  A.,  all  of  whom  have  been  af- 
forded good  educational  advantages. 

PHILIP  DIETRICH,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Pulaski 
township,  is  a worthy  representative  of  that  sterling  German- 
American  type  of  citizenship  which  has  had  so  beneficent  an  influence 
in  furthering  the  industrial  and  civic  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
republic.  Mr.  Dietrich  was  born  in  Prussia,  on  the  18th  of  October, 
1834,  and  is  a son  of  Frederich  and  Minnie  (Coldwater)  Dietrich, 
who  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Prussia,  the  father  having  been  a 
postman  or  mail  carrier  in  earlier  life  and  later  a successful  farmer 
and  stock  grower.  This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  and  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Dietrich  married 
Kate  Leber,  who  bore  him  two  children.  Three  of  the  sons  came 
to  America;  Charles,  about  1850,  and  Philip  and  Henry,  in  i860, 
the  first  named  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  while  Henry  located  in 
Huron  county,  O..  whence  he  later  removed  to  Williams  county, 
purchasing  a farm  in  section  31,  Pulaski  township,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  having  been  one  of  the  highly  esteemed 
and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  this  section.  Philip  Dietrich 
availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  excellent  schools  of  his 
fatherland,  where  lie  was  reared  to  the  life  of  the  farm,  and  he  was 
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about  twenty-six  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  brother 
Henry  on  his  emigration  to  America,  as  noted.  He  passed  the  first 
two  years  in  Erie  county,  Pa.,  with  his  brother  Charles,  and  then 
located  in  Huron  county,  O.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1881,  when  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  purchased  a tract  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  in  section  31,  Pulaski  township, 
near  that  of  his  brother  Henry.  The  greater  portion  of  the  land 
was  wild  at  the  time  he  took  possession  of  the  same,  and  he  person- 
ally cleared  twenty-six  acres,  while  he  made  excellent  improvements 
on  the  homestead,  of  which  he  eventually  sold  eighty  acres,  so  that 
his  present  attractive  farm  comprises  sixty-eight  acres,  improved 
with  good  buildings  and  devoted  to  diversified  agriculture  and  stock 
raising.  He  has  won  independence  through  earnest  and  persistent 
effort  in  connection  with  the  great  basic  industry  on  which  rests  the 
welfare  of  the  nation,  and  to  him  is  accorded  the  unqualified  regard 
of  the  people  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  so  long  maintained 
his  home.  Politically  Mr.  Dietrich  is  a stanch  Democrat,  but  he 
has  never  sought  public  office,  though  loyal  to  all  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  citizenship,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  English  Lutheran  church.  March  7,  1862,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Dietrich  to  Miss  Nettie  Oldmaker,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Dora  Oldmaker,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Prussia,  the 
latter  dying  there  in  1853.  In  1855  Oldmaker  married  again 
and  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Huron  county,  O.  Mr.  Old- 
maker’s  second  wife  was  Nettie  Mitz,  who  survives  him  and  still 
resides  in  Ohio.  Concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dietrich 
the  following  brief  record  is  incorporated : Henry  is  a carpenter  and 
builder  by  vocation  and  resides  at  Elkhart,  Ind. ; Philip  is  a carpenter 
and  farmer  and  resides  in  Bryan,  O. ; Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  John 
Jager,  who  resides  near  Montpelier,  O. ; Minnie  is  the  wife  of  George 
Goller,  of  Defiance  county;  Charles  is  a railroad  fireman,  residing 
in  Elkhart,  Ind.;  William'  and  August  are  deceased;  Albert,  who 
married  Miss  Cora  Musser,  is  farming  the  old  homestead  for  his 
father;  and  Dora  is  the  wife  of  Francis  Witzerman  of  Bryan,  O. 

SIDNEY  PALMER  DODGE,  the  popular  proprietor  of  the 
Dodge  House,  the  leading  hotel  of  West  Unity,  comes  of  stanch 
old  Puritan  stock,  the  original  American  ancestors  having  been 
two  brothers,  Robert  and  William  Dodge,  who  settled  in  historic 
old  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1629.  Sidney  P.  Dodge  was  born  in  Lafay- 
ette township,  Medina  county,  O.,  on  the  17th  of  November, 
1851,  and  is  a son  of  Joel  Palmer  Dodge,  who  was  born  in  Cortland 
county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  8th  of  November,  1820,  being  a son  of  Joel 
Dodge,  who  was  born  in  Colchester,  Mass.,  in  1784,  while  the  same 
town  was  the  birthplace  of  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Han- 
nah Cutler  and  whose  year  of  nativity  was  1787.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  Joel  Dodge  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Bennington,  Vt.,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  where  his 
marriage  was  solemnized.  He  removed  thence  to  Cortland  county. 
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N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until  1839,  when  he  came  with  his  family 
to  Ohio  and  located  in  Wayne  county,  and  in  1853  he  came  to  Wil- 
liams county,  locating  at  Williams  Center,  where  he  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1858.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  after  coming  to  Ohio  and  was  a man  of  integrity 
and  honor.  He  was  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Tabitha  Dodge,  both  of 
whom  passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Cortland  county, 
N.  Y.  Hanna  (Cutler)  Dodge  was  a daughter  of  Zachariah  and 
Prudence  (Drake)  Cutler,  who  passed  their  entire  lives  in  New 
England.  Joel  Palmer  Dodge  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  and  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Ohio.  In  Seville,  Medina  county,  this  state,  Octo- 
ber 1 7,  1843,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Ann  Vincent,  who  was  born  in 
Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  October  13,  1820,  being  a daughter  of  John 
J.  and  Mary  (Daniels)  Vincent,  both  of  whom  were  bom  in  New 
England,  the  former  on  the  9th  of  February,  1792,  and  the  latter 
on  the  10th  of  October,  1796,  and  both  passed  the  closing  days  of 
their  lives  in  Lagrange,  Lorain  county,  O.,  having  come  to  this 
state  in  the  pioneer  days.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  five  are  yet  living.  Joel  P.  Dodge  came  to  Williams 
county  in  1853,  locating  in  Williams  Center,  in  April  of  that  year. 
Here  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  for  many  years.  In 
1884  he  removed  to  Nemaha  county,  Neb.,  and  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1888,  he  located  in  West  Unity,  in  the  old  Ohio  county  where  he 
had  so  long  made  his  home,  and  here  he  still  resides,  being  now  re- 
tired from  active  labors.  His  devoted  wife  passed  away  April  13, 
1905,  having  been  a member  of  the  Baptist  church,  with  which  he 
also  was  formerly  identified,  now  holding  membership  in  the 
Christian  church.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  is  affiliated 
with  Superior  Lodge  No.  179,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
Northwest  Chapter  No.  45,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  Joel  P.  and  Mary 
A.  (Vincent)  Dodge  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Emma 
Jane,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Sidney  Palmer,  Ida  (deceased  in  infancy), 
and  Clara  Eliza.  Sidney  P.  Dodge  was  about  two  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  parents’  removal  to  Williams  county,  and  he  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Williams  Center,  where  he  fully  availed 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools,  while  he  learned 
the  blacksmith  trade  under  the  effective  direction  of  his  father, 
becoming  a skilled  artisan.  He  followed  his  trade  until  1878,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  saw  milling  business  at  Williams  Center,  follow- 
ing this  line  of  enterprise  until  1888,  on  June  5th  of  which  year  he 
came  to  West  Unity  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  On  the  2d 
of  the  following  August  his  building  and  contents  of  same  were 
practically  etirely  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  then  erected  his  present 
substantial  and  attractive  hotel  building,  known  as  the  Dodge 
House,  which  he  has  since  conducted  most  successfully,  this  being 
the  best  and  most  popular  hotel  in  the  town  and  catering  to  a rep- 
resentative patronage,  while  the  genial  host  and  his  wife  have  a 
legion  of  friends  among  the  traveling  public,  as  well  as  locally.  In 
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politics  Mr.  Dodge  maintains  an  independent  attitude,  and  he  is 
public-spirited  and  progressive,  ever  ready  to  lend  his  aid  in  every 
worthy  movement  for  the  general  good  of  the  community.  He 
served  one  term  as  a member  of  the  village  council  of  West  Unity. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Superior  Lodge,  No.  179,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  at  West  Unity;  Northwest  Chapter,  No.  45,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  at  Bryan;  Defiance  Commandery,  No.  30,  Knights  Tem- 
plar, at  Defiance;  Zenobia  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  in  Toledo;  and  Unity  Lodge,  No.  158,  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  in  West  Unity,  of  which  last  organization  his 
wife  and  daughter  also  are  members.  In  May,  1899,  Mr.  Dodge 
became  a member  and  musician  in  the  First  Division,  Second  Bat- 
talion of  the  Ohio  Naval  Reserve,  and  he  still  retains  his  member- 
ship in  the  same.  December  4,  1873,  Mr.  Dodge  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Joanna  A.  Cratsenberg,  who  was  born  near  Pope's 
Mills,  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  January  2,  1855,  being  a daugh- 
ter of  Abram  and  Hannah  (Breckenridge)  Cratsenberg,  who  came 
from  her  native  county  to  Williams  county,  O.,  about  1867.  Here 
the  mother  died  in  October,  1878,  and  the  father  in  September  of 
the  following  year.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom  only  two 
are  living — Frank,  who  resides  in  Columbus,  O.,  and  Mrs.  Dodge. 
Mr.  Cratsenberg  was  a saddler  by  trade,  and  followed  this  voca- 
tion many  years,  later  being  engaged  in  farming.  In  1863  he  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Fourteenth  New  York  heavy  artillery,  with 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  civil  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dodge  became  the  parents  of  four  children : Roy  is  now  a con- 
ductor on  the  Hocking  Valley  Railroad;  Maud  remains  at  the 
parental  home;  the  third  child  died  in  infancy;  and  Sidney  died 
at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years. 

JOSEPH  W.  DOUGLAS,  a well-to-do-farmer  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Stark  county, 
O.,  November  14,  1850.  He  is  the  second  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(Nixon)  Douglas,  both  natives  of  England.  After  his  marriage 
in  his  native  country,  James  Douglas,  wife  and  one  child,  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  and  located  first  in  Stark  county,  O., 
in  1846.  Five  years  later  he  removed  to  Richland  county,  O., 
there  he  bought  an  eightv-acre  farm,  and  selling  it,  bought  one  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  disposed  of  that  and,  in  1865,  he, 
with  his  family,  moved  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  he  bought 
a fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Milicreek  township,  where  he 
and  his  wife  spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
successful  farmer,  and  in  politics  an  earnest  Republican.  He  died 
on  the  home  farm  on  August  1st,  1890.  His  wife  died  Februarv  24, 
1002.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  are  yet 
living.  Joseph  W.  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Williams 
county,  and  has  resided  in  the  county  ever  since.  Until  1883  be  re- 
sided in  Millcrcek  and  Madison  .townships,  and  since  then  he  has  re- 
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sided  on  his  farm,  located  in  Bridgewater  township.  He  was  town- 
ship trustee  three  years,  and  as  infirmary  director  he  has  given  very 
general  satisfaction,  as  well  as  in  the  office  of  trustee.  He  is  a staunch 
Republican  in  politics,  a member  of  the  Superior  Lodge  No.  26 9. 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Liberal 
United  Brethren  Church.  November  2,  1872,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Florence  J.  Andrews,  of  Holmes  county,  Ohio.  They  have  no 
children.  Mrs.  Douglas  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Silas  C.  and  Cath- 
erine (Russell)  Andrews,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  The  former  was 
born  in  Mahoning  county,  and  the  latter  in  Muskingum  county.  They 
were  married  in  Morrow  county,  O.,  February  11,  1851.  They  moved 
to  Fulton  county  in  1861,  and  in  1864  moved  to  Williams  county, 
locating  in  Brady  township.  Four  years  later  they  moved  to  a farm 
in  Madison  township.  January,  1881,  they  moved  to  Pioneer,  where 
in  April,  1881,  his  wife  died.  Mr.  Andrews  died  September  15,  1887. 
He  was  a farmer,  in  politics  a Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Liberal  United  Brethren  church.  All  of  the  four 
children  born  to  them  are  still  living,  Florence  Douglas  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  Amanda  Thompson  in  Pulaski  township,  Williams 
county,  Ohio;  James  N.  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  and  William  S.  in  Okla- 
homa. 

WILLIAM  DRAKE,  a prominent  farmer  and  real  estate  man  of 
Montpelier,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  on  a farm  near  Shelby, 
Richland  county,  O.,  on  April  1,  1839.  He  is  descended  from  a 
prominent  and  wealthy  English  family,  whose  history  dates  back  as 
far  as  the  year  1560,  and  of  which  Sir  Francis  Drake  was  a conspic- 
uous member.  The  difficulty  of  proving  its  claim  to  the  vast  fortune 
in  England  belonging  to  the  Drakes  has,  up  to  the  present  time, 
kept  the  American  branch  of  the  family  from  securing  its  share.  The 
grandparents  of  William  Drake  were  Nathaniel  and  Nancy  (Houg- 
land)  Drake,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  former  lived 
and  died.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  these  parents  two  died  in  their 
native  state.  The  names  of  those  who  lived  to  maturity  were : Will- 
iam, John,  Elizabeth  and  Jane,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead.  In  1825 
Nancy  Drake,  with  her  four  children,  removed  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Stark  county.  A year  later  she  removed  to  Wayne  county,  where 
she  resided  for  five  years.  While  living  in  this  county  William  and 
John  Drake,  her  sons,  contracted  to  clear  and  fence  a fifty-acre  tract 
of  land  and  to  split  five  thousand  rails  in  payment  of  an  eighty  acre 
tract  in  Jackson  township,  Richland  county,  which  finally  became  the 
property  of  John  Drake,  and  on  which  he  and  his  mother  settled  in 
1831.  Nancy  Drake  was  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and  a pioneer  in 
every  sense  of  the  word.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  1855, 
aged  sixty-seven  years.  On  March  29,  1838,  John  Drake  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Susannah  Henry,  who  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead 
near  Shelby  in  her  ninety-first  year.  To  these  parents  there  were 
born  the  following  children:  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch: 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  James  Wareham  ; Sarah  Jane,  deceased,  who 
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married  Aaron  Rambo;  Daniei,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Trist; 
James,  who  became  the  husband  of  Eva  Roush;  Jeremiah,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Roush  ; Mary  Ellen,  the  wife  of  George  H.  Smith  ; Nancy 
H.,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Rowe;  Susannah  and  Samuel.  John  Drake  was 
a successful  farmer,  an  earnest  Democrat  and  a devout  member  of  the 
Reformed  church.  William  Drake,  the  son  of  John  and  Susannah 
(Henry)  Drake,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  educated  in  the 
country  schools  and  the  graded  schools  of  Shelby.  After  teaching 
one  year  in  his  native  county  he  came  to  Williams  county,  in  August, 
i860,  and  settled  on  the  land  that  his  father  had  purchased  just  one 
mile  north  of  Montpelier.  Here  for  some  years  he  chopped  wood  on 
his  farm  during  the  summer  months  and  taught  school  in  winter.  In 
1863  he  returned  to  Richland  county,  and  in  May  of  that  year  was 
married.  In  August  following  he  brought  his  wife  to  Williams 
county,  where  he  established  his  permanent  home  and  engaged  in 
farming,  teaching  only  the  first  winter.  As  he  was  a teacher,  and 
as  there  were  no  attorneys  nearer  than  Bryan,  the  people  of  his 
neighborhood  often  called  on  him  to  represent  them  in  the  justice’s 
court,  the  result  being  that  he  met  with  unusual  success.  For  more 
than  thirty  years  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  collector,  and  for  nine 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  Superior  township.  Although  he  has 
had  an  office  in  town  for  the  past  twenty-five  years,  he  did  not  quit 
the  farm  until  twelve  years  ago.  Mr.  Drake  was  one  of  the  organiz- 
ers of  the  Farmers’  and  Merchants’  Bank  (now  the  Montpelier  Na- 
tional Bank),  and  for  five  years  served  in  the  capacity  of  cashier,  and 
when  the  bank  bought  what  is  now  the  Montpelier  National  Bank  he 
was  president  of  that  institution,  until  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
the  bank.  Since  he  disposed  of  his  banking  interests  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  brokerage  business.  In  1900  he  was 
elected  mayor,  serving  one  term,  and  at  present  he  is  a member  of 
the  village  council.  On  the  farm  given  to  him  by  his  father  he  has 
been  very  successful,  having  accumulated  quite  a competency.  He 
has  done  much  to  improve  the  town,  having  built  a substantial  resi- 
dence, the  buildings  in  four  large  brick  blocks,  and  having  bought, 
repaired  and  sold  many  other  buildings.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat 
and  in  religious  belief  a disciple  of  Robert  Ingersoll.  In  May,  1863, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sidney  A.  Flora,  born  near  Shelby 
in  1844,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Stine)  Flora,  both 
natives  of  Virginia.  Mrs.  Drake  died  twenty-one  years  ago,  leaving 
the  following  six  children:  Martin  L.,  engaged  in  railroading  and 

residing  at  Montpelier;  Oscar  Willis,  living  on  the  old  homestead; 
Effie  Grace,  at  home  with  her  father;  Daisv  Victor,  deceased;  Bertha 
Gail,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Grundish,  who  resides  at  the  parental  home, 
and  Clara  Ethel,  the  wife  of  Claude  Blue,  a stonecutter  of  Mont- 
pelier. 

WILLIAM  EASTERDAY,  a successful  farmer  and  thoroughbred 
stock  breeder  of  Northwest  township,  was  born  in  that  township,  in 
Williams  county,  O..  on  March  2,  1869.  He  is  the  son  of  Lewis  and 
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Elizabeth  (Dauber)  Eastcrday,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Lewis 
Easterday  came  to  Williams  county,  O.,  in  1866,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  William  Eastcrday,  most  of  which  was 
cleared  by  him.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  a doctor,  in 
politics  a Democrat  and  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 
He  died  February  23,  1893,  aged  seventy-nine  and  one-half  years. 
Elizabeth  (Dauber)  Easterday  was  born  in  Rainbaiern,  Germany, 
March  3,  1828,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  David  J. 
Schaeffer,  near  Fremont,  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  September  4,  1905, 
in  her  seventy-eighth  year  When  she  was  nine  years  of  age  her 
father  died,  leaving  her  mother  a widow  with  three  children.  She 
and  her  younger  brother,  Peter,  came  to  America  in  1850  and  located 
at  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Lewis  Easter- 
day, May  14,  1851,  at  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.  To  this  union  were  born 
nine  children — five  boys  and  four  girls,  seven  of  whom-  are  living. 
Besides  these  there  are  thirty-five  grandchildren  and  two  great-grand- 
children. In  1852  Lewis  Esterdav  and  wife  moved  to  Tiffin,  O., 
in  1864  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  in  1866  to  Williams  county,  O. 
Mrs.  Easterday  resided  with  her  son,  William,  on  the  old  home  farm 
in  Northwest  township  from  Mr.  Easterday’s  death  until  1899,  after 
which  she  resided  most  of  the  time  with  her  youngest  daughter,  Mrs. 
Caroline  Stauger,  at  Bryan,  O.  She  was  converted  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  in  the  Reform  church  and  trusted  in  her  Lord  through  life. 
She  was  a good  mother  and  neighbor,  and  left  many  lasting  impres- 
sions upon  her  children  and  acquaintances.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Billingstown  cemetery,  Williams  county,  O.  William  Ester- 
day  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  received  his  education 
by  attending  the  common  schools  of  the  county.  He  has  chosen 
farming  as  his  life  work  and  is  the  owner  of  seventy-seven  acres  of 
fine  and  valuable  land.  In  the  breeding  of  Shropshire  sheep  he  takes 
a deep  interest,  making  it  a success,  as  is  the  case  with  all  of  his 
undertakings.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  On  February  28,  1899,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Nellie  Kin- 
tigh,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  (Shaffer)  Kintigh,  the 
former  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  in  1824,  and  the  latter  in 
Montgomery  county,  O.,  in  1834.  In  1865  they  came  to  Northwest 
township,  Williams  county,  and  located  on  a tract  of  eighty  acres, 
which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  clear  and  cultivate.  Here  he  died  in 
1899,  his  wife  having  died  ten  years  earlier.  At  Evansport  and  Ney, 
Defiance  county,  O.,  he  followed  merchandising,  but  after  coming  to 
Williams  county  he  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  farming.  In  politics 
he  was  a Republican,  having  served  for  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
In  religious  matters  he  and  his  wife  were  identified  with  the  United 
Brethren  church.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  these  parents  eight 
are  still  living.  Mr.  Easterday  is  a Prohibitionist  and  strongly  advo- 
cates the  principles  of  that  party.  He  and  his  wife  have  no  chil- 
dren. 
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JAMES  A.  ELDER,  proprietor  of  the  Central  Livery  Barn  and  a 
progressive  business  man  of  Bryan,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born 
on  the  farm  two  miles  northeast  of  that  city  on  December  31.  1874. 
He  is  the  son  of  Franklin  and  Caroline  (Arnold)  Elder,  the  former 
a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  His  grandfather, 
Mark  Elder,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Bryan,  having  come 
from  Wayne  county,  O.,  to  Williams  county,  when  Franklin  Elder 
was  a boy  and  before  the  era  of  railroads.  He  owned  a farm  adjoin- 
ing the  corporation  line  of  Bryan  and  followed,  for  a time,  stock 
buying.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  ice  business.  He  died  at  his  home 
early  in  the  nineties,  having  reached  a ripe  old  age.  Franklin  Elder 
was  born  near  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  March  20,  1843.  He  first  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  followed  that  occupation  for  twenty- 
two  years.  While  engaged  in  the  brick  business  lie  also  conducted 
successfully  his  farm  interests.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H of  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry  and  served  two 
years,  a part  of  that  time  in  a Confederate  prison.  For  seven  years 
he  held  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  County  Infirmary,  having 
been  elected  to  that  office  as  a Republican,  and  for  quite  a number  of 
years  he  was  trustee  of  Pulaski  township.  He  is  now  practically 
living  a retired  life  on  his  well-improved  farm  of  ninety-five  acres  two 
miles  east  of  Bryan.  His  wife  was  born  in  Bryan  and  is  the  daughter 
of  George  Arnold,  a blacksmith  by  trade  and  a distiller  by  occupa- 
tion, who  died  twenty-seven  years  ago.  The  following  children  have 
been  born  to  them : Carrie,  who  is  deceased ; Blanche,  the  wife  of 

Plervey  Lindsey,  a farmer  living  three  miles  northeast  of  Bryan  ; 
James  A.,  and  Luella,  the  wife  of  Melvin  McKarns,  a farmer  living 
two  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of  Bryan.  James  A.  Elder  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  was  educated  at  Bryan,  Pulaski, 
Shawnee  Mound,  Mo.,  and  the  Tri-State  Normal  at  Angola,  Ind. 
After  leaving  school  in  1894  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm  while 
his  father  was  at  the  Infirmary  and  remained  there  until  1900,  when 
he  purchased  the  livery  business  of  Joel  Heverly.  of  Bryan.  PTere.  in 
addition  to  a general  livery  business,  he  deals  largely  in  buying  and 
selling  horses.  In  1891  he  bought  a livery  stable  in  Pioneer,  this 
county,  which  he  managed  two  years  and  then  sold.  On  April  1,  of 
the  following  year,  he  purchased  the  Fayette  Livery  and  Sale  Stable 
of  Fayette,  Fulton  county,  and  on  April  1,  1904,  the  business  at  Al- 
vordton,  running  it  about  two  months.  On  May  18  of  the  same  year 
he  purchased  the  livery  and  bus  line  of  Montpelier,  O.,  and  sold  it  in 
April  following.  On  November  1,  1900,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Pearl,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Keiscr,  of  Bryan.  She  is 
identified  with  the  Progressive  Brethren  church. 

HARMAN  SHIPMAN  ELY,  a successful  farmer  and  merchant  of 
Cooney,  O.,  is  a native  of  Northumberland  county.  Pa.,  where  he 
was  born  on  August  4,  1859.  lie  is  the  son  of  Caleb  and  Catherine 
(Shipman)  Ely,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  both  born  in  the 
year  1819.  1 1 is  paternal  grandfather  had  twelve  children,  all  of  whom 
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had  families.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Harman  Shipman,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  In  an  early  day,  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
he  removed  to  Fulton  county,  O.,  and  there  ended  his  days.  Caleb 
Ely  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  a fair  common  school  educa- 
tion. In  1864  he  came  to  Fulton  county,  O.,  and  seven  years  later  to 
Northwest  township,  Williams  county,  locating  on  a farm  of  forty 
acres,  where  he  died  in  1896,  his  wife  having  died  the  previous  year. 
Harman  S.  Ely  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  home  county.  He  chose 
farming  as  his  life  work  and  now  owns  a fine  and  highly  productive 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seven  acres,  including  the  homestead.  In 
1896  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in  the  village  of  Cooney. 
In  1904  he  formed  a partnership  at  the  same  place  with  Frank  Mal- 
colm. In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican,  and  at  present  holds 
the  office  of  township  treasurer.  In  1881  he  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Delay  Mettler.  To  this  union  there  have  been  born  two 
children,  Edna,  now  the  wife  of  Grover  Hyland,  and  resides  in  North- 
west township;  and  Zorah  Gay.  Mr.  Ely  is  actively  identified  with 
Northwest  Lodge,  No.  722,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
with  the  Northwest  Grange. 

CHARLES  M.  ESTRICH,  a prosperous  farmer  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  the  son 
of  Peter  Estrich,  mention  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  on  December 
1,  1854.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and  attended  the  district  schools, 
receiving  a fair  common  school  education.  On  his  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  acres  he  follows  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  Being  a man  of  push  and  enterprise,  he  has  met  with  un- 
usual success  in  his  business.  The  land  has  been  brought  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  the  buildings  that  have  been  erected  on  it  are 
of  a substantial  character.  His  thorough  knowledge  of  stock,  enables 
him  to  conduct  that  part  of  his  business  in  a profitable  way.  In 
politics  he  has  always  taken  a deep  interest,  believing  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  interest  himself  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs.  I11  religious  matters  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  On  March  24,  1878,  he  chose  as  his  life  partner 
Miss  Sarah  Allomong,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  (King) 
Allomong,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Charles  M.  Estrich 
and  wife  there  have  been  born  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Ella  C.,  the  eldest,  was  born  on  February  11,  1879.  After  com- 
pleting the  common  school  course  of  study,  she  graduated  from  the 
Tri-State  Normal,  at  Angola,  Ind.  She  is  the  widow  of  George 
Stackhouse  and  has  one  child,  Wave!  bv  name.  Willis  A.,  the  second 
child,  born  October  23,  1880,  is  also  a graduate  of. the  Angola  Nor- 
mal. Although  he  has  been  teaching  school,  lie  contemplates  taking 
up  the  study  of  law  in  the  near  future.  Clark  M.,  born  April  n,  1883, 
and  John  L.,  born  September  29,  1885,  arc  at  present  attending  the 
Normal  School  at  Angola.  Both  have  taught  school  with  marked 
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It  is  evident  that  Mr.  Estrich  is  determined  to  give  all  of 
his  children  a liberal  education,  the  better  to  fit  them  for  the  active 
duties  of  life. 

JOHN  ESTRICH  has  made  his  home  in  Williams  county  from  the 
time  of  his  birth,  representing  a period  of  more  than  three  score 
years,  and  he  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Florence  town- 
ship, where  he  has  a well  improved  farmstead  of  seventy-nine  acres. 
He  was  born  in  Brady  township,  this  county,  on  the  30th  of  August, 
1843,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Katherine  Elizabeth  (Limbert)  Es- 
trich, both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  whence  they  immigrated 
to  America  in  1841,  landing  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  from  which 
point  they  went  to  Pittsburg,  whence  they  came  to  Columbiana 
county,  O.,  where  they  remained  about  one  year,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  they  came  to  Williams  county,  taking  up  their  residence 
in  Brady  township.  About  a year  later,  in  1843,  they  removed  to 
Florence  township  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  their  son, 
Charles  M.  The  father  here  reclaimed  a large  amount  of  land  from 
the  virgin  forest,  bringing  to  bear  much  energy  and  judgment  and 
in  due  time  reaping  the  generous  rewards  of  his  efforts  and  stren- 
uous labors.  He  passed  to  his  reward  in  March,  1881,  and  his  cher- 
ished wife  passed  away  in  1890.  They  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  living.  The  eldest  son,  Jacob,  met  his 
death  while  serving  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  having  been  a mem- 
ber of  an  Ohio  regiment.  Peter  Estrich  originally  exercised  his 
franchise  in  support  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  when  Lincoln  was 
nominated  for  the  presidency  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  in  whose  ranks  he  ever  afterward  remained.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  German  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  Reared  on  the  pioneer  farm,  John  Estrich, 
subject  of  this  sketch,  found  no  lack  of  steady  occupation  during  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  while  to  the  common  schools  of  the 
period  he  is  indebted  for  the  educational  advantages  which  were  his 
in  the  meanwhile.  He  continued  to  be  actively  associated  in  the  work 
of  the  home  farm  until  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  and  when  twenty 
years  of  age,  on  the  23d  of  January,  1864,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  C,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
was  in  active  service  thereafter  until  the  close  of  the  war,  having 
taken  part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  having  been  with  Sherman 
on  the  ever  memorable  “March  to  the  Sea.”  and  he  was  mustered 
out  July  12,  1865,  duly  receiving  his  honorable  discharge.  Ever  since 
the  termination  of  his  military  career  Mr.  Estrich  has  been  found 
valiantly  arrayed  in  the  ranks  of  a noble  army  of  yeomen,  having  been 
consecutively  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  county. 
His  attractive  homestead,  comprising  seventy-nine  acres,  is  well  im- 
proved and  under  effective  cultivation,  being  one  of  the  fine  farm 
properties  of  Florence  township,  lie  is  held  in  high  regard  person- 
ally, and  also  as  a member  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer  families  of 
the  county,  and  is  a ciitzen  of  worth  and  reliability.  In  politics  he 
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gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1870,  stands  as  the  date  of  Mr.  Estrich’s  marriage  to  Miss 
Rachel  Ann  Mark,  who  was  horn  in  Columbiana  county,  O.,  April 
23,  1849,  being  a daughter  of  Christian  and  Catherine  (Hess)  Mark, 
both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  Germany.  After  their  im- 
migration to  the  United  States  they  lived  for  an  interval  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  then  coming  to  Ohio  and  taking  up  their  abode  in 
Columbiana  county,  whence  they  came  to  Williams  county  in  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  settling  in  Florence  township,  where  Mr.  Mark  con- 
tinued engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  8, 
1901,  at  which  time  he  was  eighty-nine  years  of  age.  His  wife  died 
September  2,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  ten  months  and 
twenty-one  days.  Of  their  eleven  children  eight  are  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Estrich  became  the  parents,  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  first 
died  in  infancy,  as  did  also  the  second,  Mary  Matilda.  Charles  Henry, 
who  was  born  February  26,  1876,  completed  the  curriculum  of  the 
public  schools,  and  thereafter  continued  his  studies  in  the  Tri-State 
Normal  College,  at  Angola,  Ind.,  and  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
at  Delaware,  O.,  in  which  latter  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1900.  He  was  employed  four  years  as  a 
teacher,  in  the  Tri-State  Normal  College,  having  previously  taught 
for  a number  of  terms  in  the  public  schools,  beginning  his  pedagogic 
career  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  graduated  in  the  department 
of  Literature,  Science  and  Arts  at  the  celebrated  University  of  Mich- 
igan, at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Mount  Pleasant.  Mich.  He  married  Miss  Florence  Moore, 
of  Angola,  Ind.,  and-  they  have  one  son,  Arthur  Raymond,  born  Jan- 
uary 19,  1904. 

CHARLES  F.  EYSTFR,  the  competent  Recorder  of  Williams 
county,  O.,  was  born  in  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  on  September  6,  1873. 
He  is  the  son  of  Saeger  S.  Eyster,  born  in  Stark  county,  O.,  June  26, 
1842.  His  grandparents  were  William  H.  and  Mary  (Saeger)  Eys- 
ter. William  H.  Eyster  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  but  after  coming 
to  Williams  county,  in  1854,  he  followed  farming,  and  died  on  his 
farm  the  following  year.  In  1861  S.  S.  Eyster  enlisted  in  Company  C 
of  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  under 
General  Buell  during  the  early  part  of  the  war.  At  Decatur,  Ala., 
he  was  taken  prisoner  by  a troop  of  Confederate  cavalry,  but  was 
shortly  afterwards  paroled  and  exchanged.  Soon  after  his  exchange 
he  was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  O.,  where 
he  was  made  wardmaster  and  acted  in  that  capacity  until  the  expira- 
tion of  his  time  of  service.  On  his  return  from  the  war  he  followed 
the  carperters’  trade  until  1878,  when  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  the  Fulton  washing  machine  and  the  Bass  churn.  His 
residence  is  now  at  Edon,  where  he  deals  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  practices  veterinary  surgery,  a profession  that  he  has 
followed  ever  since  his  return  from  the  army.  In  politics  he  has 
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been  quite  prominent,  having  held  several  local  offices.  Quite  re- 
cently he  erected  a fine  two-story  frame  business  block,  the  dimen- 
sions of  which  are  thirty-five  by  ninety  feet.  On  March  6,  1867,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lechleidner  of  Steuben 
county,  Ind.,  and  by  her  has  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  Those  living  are : Alice,  the  wife  of  William  F.  Kaiser  of 
the  Edon  Hardware  company;  Charles  F.;  Harvey,  a street-car 
conductor  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; Hollie,  a druggist  of  Edon,  and 
Jesse  E.,  who  is  employed  in  his  father’s  store.  Charles  F.  Eyster 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was  engaged  for  a time  with 
his  father  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements,  being  practically 
in  charge  of  the  business.  In  1900  he  was  elected  corporation  and 
township  clerk  at  Edon  and  two  years  later  re-elected.  In  the  fall 
of  1902  he  was  elected  recorder  of  Williams  county,  taking  his  office 
in  September,  1903,  after  resigning  the  clerkship  of  the  corporation 
of  Edon  and  of  the  township.  He  enjoys  the  honor  of  being  the 
youngest  recorder  that  Williams  county  has  ever  had.  On  April 

11,  1900,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Leafy  Slough,  a native  of  Madison 
township,  Williams  county,  the  daughter  of  D.  S.  and  Lavina  (Sum- 
ner) Slough,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  her 
grandfather  being  a pioneer.  Charles  F.  Eyster  and  wife  are  zealous 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  At  the  election  of  1905, 
Mr.  Eyster  was  re-elected  to  the  position  of  county  recorder  by  a plu- 
rality of  1,144,  leading  all  other  candidates  on  his  ticket. 

EDWARD  S.  EYSTER,  a retired  farmer  of  Edon,  Williams 
county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Stark  county,  O.,  where  he  was  born  on 
November  15,  1845.  His  parents  were  William  H.  and  Marie 
(Saeger)  Eyster,  mention  of  whom  will  be  found  in  the  succeeding 
memoir.  Edward  S.  Eyster  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Williams  and  Fulton  counties,  and 
has  followed  general  farming  and  stock  raising  all  of  his  life,  mak- 
ing a specialty  of  raising  draft  horses.  Until  twelve  years  ago  he 
was  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  since  then  he  has  been 
an  enthusiastic  Prohibitionist.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  district 
and  township  supervisor,  the  former  for  the  past  twenty  years.  He 
and  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  church.  On  December 

12,  1872,  he  chose  as  his  helpmeet  on- life’s  journey  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Enfield,  a native  of  Holmes  county,  O.,  where  she  was  born 
April  24,  1850,  and  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Julia  (Shoup) 
Enfield,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Enfield  were  married  in  Holmes  county  and  came  to 
Steuben  county,  Ind.,  in  1854,  where  he  died  on  June  12,  1893,  his 
wife  having  died  in  1883.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Eyster 
were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  and  died.  Her 
father  was  a farmer,  a Democrat,  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the 
United  Brethren  church.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  them  three 
are  still  living.  To  Edward  S.  Eyster  and  wife  there  have  been 
born  the  following  five  children:  Arlow  E.  was  born  November  15, 
1873,  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupa- 
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tion,  residing-  in  Richland  township,  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  where 
he  owns  a farm  of  seventy-nine  acres.  On  April  8,  1896,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Cora  Shafer  of  Steuben  county,  and  by  her  has  had 
two  children,  Florence  and  Elven.  The  second  child,  Leona  E., 
was  born  on  December  22,  1875,  and  received  a common  school 

education.  On  January  22,  1902,  she  became  the  wife  of  Elton 

Gamber.  These  parents  have  one  child,  Edith.  Ora  E.,  the  third 

child,  was  born  October  20,  1877,  educated  in  the  district  schools 

and  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Kiess  of  Williams  county,  on  March  7, 
1900.  He  is  engaged  in  farming  and  owns  seventy-nine  acres  of 
land  in  Richland  township,  Steuben  county,  Ind.  To  him  and  wife 
there  have  been  born  the  following  children:  Isaac  and  Ernest. 

Clara  E.,  the  fourth  child,  was  born  in  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  on 
November  17,  1884,  and  received  her  education  in  the  county  schools. 
Edith  E.,  the  youngest  child,  was  born  on  October  28,  1890,  and  is 
now  a student  in  the  Edon  high  school. 

SAMUEL  S.  EYSTER,  a successful  agricultural  implement  dealer 
of  Edon,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Stark  county,  O.,  where 
he  was  born  on  June  26,  1842.  His  grandfather,  William  Eyster, 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  who  removed  from  his  native  state  to 
Ohio  in  pioneer  days,  locating  on  a farm  near  Minerva,  Stark  county, 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture.  Julia  (Hinkle)  Eyster,  his  wife,  died  on  the  home 
farm  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-six  years.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents  of  Samuel  S.  Eyster  were  Samuel  and  Barbara  (Leichten- 
Walter)  Saeger,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband  Mrs.  Saeger  removed  to  Canton,  O.,  and  died  there  at 
a ripe  old  age.  Samuel  S.  Eyster  is  the  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Saeger)  Eyster,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  William  Eyster  came 
to  Stark  county,  O.,  with  his  parents  when  quite  young,  and  in  185  E 
removed  to  Fulton  county,  where  he  remained  four  years.  In  1855. 
he  came  to  Williams  county  and  located  in  Florence  township  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  four  miles  northwest  of  Edon. 
While  a young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade  and  followed 
that  avocation  in  connection  with  farming.  The  year  following  his 
removal  to  Florence  township,  he  and  son  and  two  daughters  died 
within  the  space  of  six  weeks.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  hav- 
ing held  several  minor  offices  in  Stark  county,  and  with  his  wife 
was  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  After  his  death  his  widow, 
who  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  united  first  with  the  German  Methodist  church  and  after- 
wards with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  To  these  parents  there 
were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living.  The  two 
sons  living  are  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  Edward,  a resident 
of  Edon.  Samuel  S.  Eyster  grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental  farm 
and  received  a limited  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
county,  which  he  subsequently  supplemented  by  private  study.  Until 
i860  he  worked  on  the  farm,  and  then  learned  the  carpenter  trade. 
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In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  C of  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry  and  served  for  three  years.  For  fifteen  months  of  that 
time  he  acted  as  ward-master  of  the  general  hospital  at  Columbus, 

0.  All  of  his  spare  time  while  serving  in  the  army  was  devoted  to 
study  and  to  the  practice  of  penmanship.  After  his  return  from  the 
war  he  resumed  his  trade,  plying  it  diligently  and  profitably  for  some 
years.  After  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  practiced 
veterinary  surgery  very  successfully  for  eighteen  years,  receiving  his 
license  directly  from  the  State.  Of  the  homestead  farm  sixty  acres 
now  belong  to  Mr.  Eyster.  In  1875  he  removed  to  Edon,  where  for 
the  past  eighteen  years  he  has  been  actively  and  profitably  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements,  wagons,  buggies,  etc.  His 
trade  is  not  confined  to  the  immediate  neighborhood,  but  extends 
to  all  parts  of  Williams  county.  Notwithstanding  his  extreme  activ- 
ity along  business  lines,  he  has  found  time  to  devote  to  public 
matters,  having  served  for  years  on  the  town  council  and  on  the 
school  board.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a Regulator  and  a membrer  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  ever  since  that  time  he  has 
been  an  active  and  faithful  member  of  that  denomination,  serving 
for  years  as  class-leader  and  chorister.  In  March,  1869,  he  was 
united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Lechleidner,  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Rebecca  (Ole)  Lechleidner,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  removed  first  to  Medina  county,  O.,  and  twelve 
years  later  to  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  where  the  former  died  on  June 

1,  1897,  and  the  latter  on  July  19,  1901.  To  Samuel  S.  Eyster  and 
wife  there  have  been  born  the  following  children : Alice,  the  wife 
of  William  Kaiser;  Willie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Charles,  recorder  of  Williams  county;  Harvey,  street  car  conductor 
of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Holly,  of  Edon;  Jesse,  with  his  father  in  the 
implement  business,  and  Iva  and  Orville,  both  still  at  home. 

FRANK  WILLIAM  FABER,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Florence 
township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  Aug- 
ust 2,  1859.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Caroline  (Luthart)  Faber, 
both  natives  of  German}*.  After  their  marriage  they  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  came  directly  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Seneca  county 
in  1850.  Five  years  later  they  removed  to  Putnam  county,  where 
Jacob  Faber  died  in  i860.  He  was  a farmer  bv  occupation,  a wagon- 
maker  by  trade,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  with  his  wife  a devout 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  His  widow  afterwards 
married  John  Ruff  and  resided  in  Putnam  county  until  1871,  when 
she  removed  with  her  husband  to  Williams  county,  and  died  there  in 
1880.  To  Jacob  Faber  and  wife  there  were  born  six  children,  four 
of  whom  are  yet  living.  Frank  William  Faber  grew  to  manhood 
on  a farm  and  received  such  an  education  as  the  common  schools 
of  his  day  afforded.  He  was  twelve  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Williams  county.  After  reaching  his  majority  he  purchased  a tract 
of  eighty  acres  in  Florence  township,  a part  of  the  farm  that  he 
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now  owns.  Later  he  purchased  an  additional  forty  acres,  making1  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  farm.  After  clearing 
the  land  he  erected  substantial  buildings  on  it,  and  today  has  one 
of  the  most  highly  productive  farms  in  the  county.  In  addition  to 
general  farming  he  is  largely  interested  in  stock-raising.  Being  a 
man  of  push  and  enterprise,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  is  quite 
successful  in  his  line.  For  two  years  he  served  as  township  assessor 
and  for  seven  years  as  township  trustee.  In  politics  he  has  always 
been  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  attends  the 
Lutheran  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a devout  member.  In  1892 
he  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Catherine  Lumpp,  a native  of 
Florence  township  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Cline) 
Lumpp,  the  former  a native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Tonawanda 
county,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Lumpp  came  with  her  parents  to  Williams 
county  in  1867,  where  she  was  married  two  years  later.  John  Lumpp 
died  in  Florence  township  in  1898.  To  F.  W.  Faber  and  wife  there 
have  been  born  two  children.  They  are : Viola  Gertrude,  born  in 
1893,  and  Florence  May,  born  in  1895. 


Jacob  A.  Faber. 


JACOB  A.  FABER,  a successful  farmer 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Pulaski  town- 
ship,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  in  that  township  on  July  4, 
1862.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Fehleman)  P'aber,  the  former  a native  of 
France  and  the  latter  of  Berne,  Switzerland, 
both  of  whom  when  young  emigrated  with 
their  parents  to  America.  His  grandfather, 
Jacob  Faber,  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1845  and  settled  first  in  Portage  county,  O., 
and  from  there  removed  to  Pulaski  township, 
Williams  county,  where  he  traded  for  a farm 
of  eighty  acres.  The  land  was  so  densely 
timbered  that  a site  for  the  log  cabin  had  to  be  cleared  before  it  could 
be  erected.  In  the  course  of  time  the  entire  tract  was  cleared  and 
brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  Here  both  he  and  his  wife 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  following  general  farming.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Caroline,  who  married  Fred- 
erick D.  Sheibie  and  died  in  France,  and  Jacob,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Jacob  received  a substantial  education  in  his 
native  country  and  attended  school  one  term  after  coming  to 
America.  In  the  clearing  of  the  home  place  he  toiled  diligently  and 
afforded  his  father  material  assistance.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat and  was  a worker  in  the  party.  He  was  a farmer  and  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  1871  he  lost  his  life  in  a 
most  deplorable  runaway  accident.  His  widow  survived  him  elevens 
years.  Eight  children  were  born  to  these  parents,  as  follows : Henry, 
a farmer  on  the  homestead;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  C.  J.  Bowman 
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of  Pulaski  township;  Jacob  A.;  George,  who  died  when  young; 
Charles,  a practicing  physician  of  Toledo,  O.;  Fred  and  William, 
druggists,  of  Toledo,  O.,  and  Mary,  who  makes  her  home  with  Mrs. 
Bowman.  All  were  educated  in  the  home  schools  and  lived  together 
until  grown.  Fred  and  Charles  each  for  some 
time  taught  school  in  the  home  district. 

Jacob  A.  Faber  who  has  always  resided  on 
the  home  place,  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  one  hundred  of  which  are 
cleared.  He  devotes  his  time  to  general 
farming,  and  to  raising  Oxford  Down  sheep, 

Short  Horned  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  always  taking  a 
deep  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  has 
served  as  township  trustee,  member  of  the 
school  board,  and  in  1904  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  agriculture.  In  Free 
Masonry  he  is  quite  prominent,  holding 
membership  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  No.  215,  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No. 
45,  and  Defiance  Commandery.  In  religious  matters  he  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On  November  13,  1887, 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  Smith  of  Brady  township,  the  daughter  of 
Erederick  and  Catherine  Smith,  the  former  a native  of  Germany 
and  the  latter  of  Brady  township.  To  Jacob  A.  Faber  and  wife  two 
children  have  been  born,  Celia  M.,  a student  of  the  Bryan  school, 
and  Freda,  an  infant. 


Mary  Faber. 


LOUIS  FABER  has  been  a resident  of  Williams  county  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  and  since  1880  he  has  resided  on  his  present  fine 
farm  property,  in  section  23,  Superior  township,  being  one  of  the 
popular  citizens  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
1856,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  Faber,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Germany,  being  of  the  same  family  line  as  the  Fabers  who  have 
attained  worldwide  reputation  as  manufacturers  of  lead  pencils.  In 
1854  Jacob  Faber  came  to  America,  locating  in  Seneca  county,  O., 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  cabinetmaker,  later 
removing  to  Putnam  county,  where  he  died  in  1862.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Caroline  Leuthart,  was  likewise  born  in 
Germany,  and  she  died  in  1880,  both  having  been  zealous  and  de- 
voted members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Anna,  Jacob,  Minnie,  Charles, 
Louis  and  Frank  W.  Minnie  and  Charles  are  deceased.  Louis 
Faber  secured  his  educational  training  in  the  schools  of  Putnam 
county,  where  he  was  reared  to  maturity,  and  afterward  he  followed 
the  trade  of  brickmaking  for  more  than  thirteen  years,  being  a skilled 
artisan  in  that  line.  In  1872  he  came  to  Williams  county,  and  in 
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1880  he  took  up  his  residence  on  his  present  farm,  where  he  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
being  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Superior  township,  while  his 
farm,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  is  under  effec- 
tive cultivation  and  provided  with  fine  improvements,  including  the 
commodious  brick  residence,  which  was  erected  in  1893.  He  is  a 
stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  the  community  is  shown  in  the  fact 
that  he  is  now  serving  in  the  office  of  township  trustee,  with  marked 
discrimination  and  ability.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  church.  October  20,  1880, 
Mr.  Faber  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alpharetta  Courtney, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Courtney,  a well  known  farmer  of  Superior  town- 
ship, and  the  two  children  of  this  union,  Myrtle  May  and  Roy  V., 
still  remain  at  the  parental  home. 

DANIEL  H.  FACKLER,  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  farmers  of 
Millcreek  township,  is  a native  of  the  old  Buckeye  State  and  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  its  pioneer  families.  He  was  born  five  miles 
north  of  Mansfield,  Richland  county,  O.,  on  the  21st  of  July,  1838, 
and  is  a son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  Fackler,  both  of  whom  were 
born  and  reared  in  Dauphin  county,  Pa.,  where  they  continued  to 
reside  about  one  year  after  their  marriage  was  solemnized.  Then 
they  set  forth  for  Ohio  and  settled  on  a farm  near  Mansfield,  which 
was  then  a small  village,  and  the  father  continued  to  be  identified 
with  agricultural  pursuits  in  Richland  county  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1865.  About  twelve  years  later  his  widow  consummated 
a second  marriage,  finally  removing  with  her  husband  to  Johnson 
county,  la.,  where  she  passed  the  remainder  of  her  life.  Seven 
children  were  born  of  the  first  marriage,  namely:  Barbara,  who  is 
the  wife  of  William  Lyman,  of  Pioneer,  Williams  county;  Susanna, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Horst,  of  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.;  Jere- 
miah C.,  who  resides  in  Kosciusko  county,  Ind.;  Daniel  H.,  whose 
name  introduces  this  article;  Joseph,  who -resides  in  Ashland  county, 
O. ; Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Samuel-  Raymond,  of  Shelby,  this 
state;  and  Rebecca,  who  is  the  wife  of  Uriah  Brown,  residing  in 
South  Dakota.  Daniel  H.  Fackler  was  reared  to  maturity  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools  of  the  day  and  where  he  continued  to  be  identified  with 
farming  until  1861,  when  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  located 
on  a tract  of  land  in  Millcreek  township,  this  section  at  the  time 
being  still  largely  unreclaimed  from  the  primitive  wilds.  His  first 
place  of  abode  was  an  old  log  cabin,  which  he  occupied  until  he 
could  complete  the  erection  of  a better  building.  He  has  ever  since 
continued  to  reside  in  Millcreek  township,  where  he  has  reclaimed 
and  improved  two  good  farms,  his  homestead  place,  equipped  with 
substantial  and  attractive  buildings,  comprising  eighty  acres,  while 
his  other  farm  has  an  area  of  eighty  acres.  In  earlier  years  he  de- 


360 


HISTORY  OF  WILLIAMS  COUNTY 


voted  considerable  attention  to  the  lumbering  business,  having 
owned  and  operated  a sawmill  and  having  made  this  branch  of 
enterprise  a profitable  one.  In  politics  he  gives  his  support  to  the 
Democratic  party,  but  has  never  sought  or  held  office  of  any  sort. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  German  Baptist 
Brethren  church  and  no  residents  of  the  community  are  held  in 
higher  regard  than  they.  September  17,  1859,  at  Ashland,  O.,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Fackler  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Cole, 
who  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  September  7,  1835,  being 
a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Cole,  who  were  likewise  born  in  that 
county,  of  stanch  old  German  stock.  In  1836  they  came  to  Ohio 
and  settled  near  Mansfield,  Richland  county,  where  they  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  following  the  vocation  of  farming 
until  his  death,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-one  years,  while  his 
wife  was  eighty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They 
became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  namely:  John,  Hetty, 

Reuben,  Eliza,  Mary,  Jacob,  Louis,  Barbara,  Susanna,  Nancy,  Martha, 
Georgia  and  Lydia  Ann.  Of  the  number  only  two  are  living — Mrs. 
Fackler,  and  Barbara,  who  is  the  wife  of  Abel  Niman,  of  Richland 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fackler  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living  except  one.  Marcus  O.  resides  in  the  city  of 
Adrian,  Mich.;  David  O.  is  a farmer  of  Millcreek  township;  Flora 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Stucker,  of  Madison  township;  Rosella  is 
the  wife  of  John  D.  Weidig,  of  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.;  Orpheus  A. 
resides  in  Shannon,  111.;  and  Aldula,  who  became  the  wife  of  Howard 
Henry,  is  deceased. 

EMMETT  M.  FACKLER  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of 
the  younger  generation  in  Williams  county  where  he  is  well  uphold- 
ing the  prestige  of  the  family  name,  his  father  having  been  a pioneer 
of  Madison  township.  Mr.  Fackler  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm, 
his  present  place  of  residence,  in  Madison  township,  on  the  23d  of 
November,  1871,  and  is  a son  of  Lliram  and  Phoebe  (Falkner) 
Fackler,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1834,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  the  hamlet 
of  Planktown,  that  county,  May  18,  1850.  Hiram  Fackler  was  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Crall)  Fackler,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  they  removed  to  Richland  county,  O., 
as  pioneers,  there  passing  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  that 
county  Hiram  Fackler  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  there  he  re- 
claimed a farm,  upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  until  1859,  when 
he  came  to  Williams  county  and  secured  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Madison  township,  later  adding  sixteen  acres  to  its  area,  while  he 
reclaimed  the  farm  and  developed  the  same  into  one  of  the  productive 
and  valuable  places  of  the  county.  Here  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  30th  of  April,  1904,  and  no 
man  in  the  community  was  held  in  higher  confidence  and  regard 
than  he  was.  He  was  a stanch  Republican  in  his  political  allegiance, 
and  served  as  township  trustee  and  in  other  local  offices,  while  lie 
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was  a worthy  and  devoted  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church, 
as  is  also  his  widow,  who  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  endeared 
to  her  through  the  memories  and  associations  of  the  past.  She  is 
a daughter  of  Peter  and  Margaret  (Lautermilch)  Falkner,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Germany,  while  they  were  numbered  among  the 
pioneers  of  Planktown,  Richland  county,  O.,  whence  they  came  to 
Williams  county  about  i860,  the  father  becoming  a substantial  and 
influential  farmer  of  Millcreek  township,  where  he  died  in  1904. 
His  widow  still  resides  in  that  township.  Emmett  M.  Fackler,  the 
only  child  of  Hiram  and  Phoebe  Fackler,  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  has  never  wavered  in  his 
devotion  to  the  great  basic  industry  of  agriculture  and  has  won  a 
definite  success  as  a progressive  and  wideawake  farmer  and  stock- 
grower,  while  his  attention  is  given  to  the  operation  of  his  fine  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres,  practically  all  of  which  is  under 
cultivation  or  available  for  this  purpose.  He  cljngs  to  the  political 
faith  of  his  father  and  is  arrayed  as  a stanch  advocate  of  the  principles 
and  policies  of  the  Republican  party.  November  24,  1895,  Mr.  Fackler 
wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Miller,  who  was  born  December  8,  1870,  in 
Millcreek  township,  this  county,  being  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  -Leah 
(Pickens)  Miller,  honored  pioneers  of  that  township,  where  the 
father  still  resides,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  June,  1901.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fackler  have  had  two  children,  Gerald  M.,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Harvey  L.,  who  was  born  on  the  7th  of  May,  1905. 

JOHN  S.  FETTER,  a prominent  merchant  of  Edgerton,  Williams 
county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Butler,  DeKalb  county,  Ind.  He  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Rosa  (Stough)  Fetter,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Jacob  Fet- 
ter, when  twenty-five  years  old,  emigrated  to  America,  and  coming  to 
Indiana,  located  on  a farm  in  DeKalb  county,  where  he  was  highly 
esteemed  up  to  the  day  of  his  death  by  all  who  knew  him  and  had 
business  dealings  with  him.  He  was  a fine  specimen  of  the  exem- 
plary German-Ameriean  citizen.  His  wife  survives  him  and  is  a resi- 
dent of  Edgerton.  John  S.  Fetter  was  reared  in  his  native  town  and 
received  a fair  public  school  education,  ample  at  least  to  enable  him 
to  succeed  in  his  business  enterprises.  For  ten  years  he  conducted 
very  successfully  a general  store  at  Butler,  receiving  the  patronage 
of  farmers  from  all  parts  of  DeKalb  county.  He  found  no  time  to 
devote  to  politics,  but  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business, 
hence  his  marked  success.  In  1892  he  removed  to  Edgerton,  where 
he  has  established  a highly  remunerative  business  in  the  same  line. 
He  possesses  to  a high  degree  the  traits  of  the  successful  business 
man,  such  as  a pleasing  address,  a genial  disposition  and  the  happy 
faculty  of  holding  friends  after  having  won  them.  He  is  scrupulously 
honest  and  makes  it  his  chief  aim  to  please  his  numerous  customers 
by  giving  them  a full  equivalent  for  their  money.  In  the  work  of  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Edgerton  he  is  deeply  interested,  having  held  the 
position  of  Past  Master  for  several  terms.  He  married  Miss  Rosa 
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Heckathorn,  whose  people  were  pioneers  of  DeKalb  county,  where 
they  were  prosperous  and  highly  esteemed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fetter 
have  one  child,  named  Gladys,  who  is  still  at  home. 


ADRIAN  ALVARO  FARNHAM,  a suc- 
cessful farmer  and  a highly  respected  citizen 
of  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  O., 
is  a grandson  of  Daniel  and  Caroline  (Saw- 
yer) Farnham.  Daniel  Farnham  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  St. 
Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  in  a very 
early  day.  Trading  with  the  Indians  was  his 
chief  occupation.  He  and  wife  both  died  at 
Edgerton,  the  former  in  1896  and  the  latter 
two  years  later.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
Alvan  Porter,  was  a prominent  and  influen- 
tial man  in  his  day  and  was  highly  esteemed 
Adrian  a.  Farnham.  by  his  fellow  citizens.  The  parents  of  Adrian 
A.  Farnham  are  Myron  Clay  and  Martha  (Porter)  Farnham,  the 
former  a native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Myron  C. 
Farnham  has  been  engaged  in  farming  all  of  his  life,  owning  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  very  finest  land  in  this  township  and 
a large  tract  in  South  Dakota.  He  now  resides  in  Edgerton,  having 
retired  from  active  life.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 
He  and  his  wife  have  had  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living. 
It  is  his  happy  lot  to  be  able  to  rest  from  the 
active  duties  of  life  and  to  enjoy  his  well- 
earned  wealth,  at  the  same  time  enjoying  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
something  that  he  prizes  more  highly  than 
his  wealth.  Adrian  A.  Farnham  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm,  receiving  a fair  common- 
school  education.  At  present  he  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  in  breeding  draft  and  road 
horses  and  is  meeting  with  unusual  success. 

In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  On  March  24,  1895,  *ie 

married  Miss  Elizabeth  Coll,  a native  of  Elizabeth  d.  farnham. 
DeKalb  county,  Ind.,  and  the  daughter  of  E.  M.  and  Phoebe  (Jen- 
nings)  Coll,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 
They  now  live  near  Butler,  DeKalb  county,  Ind.  Nine  children  have 
been  born  to  them.  Adrian  A.  Farnham  and  wife  are  the  parents 
of  three  children.  They  are  Leitha  Grace  (deceased),  Virgil  Mc- 
Kinley and  Loyal  Adrian.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnham  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Farnham  is 
a Republican  and  has  served  as  school  director. 
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MYRON  CLAY  FARNHAM,  a retired 
farmer  of  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  O.,  was 
born  in  St.  Joseph  township  of  that  county, 
June  17,  1844.  He  is  a descendent  of  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  pioneer  families  of 
Ohio.  His  grandparents  were  Eli  and  Sallie 
(Dimmick)  Farnham,  who  removed  from 
Connecticut  to  Delavan  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
1814,  where  the  former  died  in  1822.  After 
his  death  his  widow  removed  to  Williams 
county,  O.,  where  she  died  at  the  home  of 
her  son  Daniel.  The  parents  of  Myron  C. 
Farnham  were  Daniel  and  Caroline  (Sawyer) 
Farnham,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut. 
Daniel  Farnham  was  born  in  Wendham  county,  Conn.,  in  1801,  and 
was  self-educated,  studying  at  night,  while  working  hard  during  the 
day,  to  augment  his  education  of  six  months  in  the  common  schools. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  in  Delavan  county  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  old,  engaged  in  hauling  logs  and  rafting  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river.  In  1835  he  wandered  West  until  he  came  to  Williams 
county,  where  he  worked  at  odd  jobs  for  four  months  and  then 
clerked  for  a like  period  for  P.  C.  Parker,  an  Indian  trader  at  Den- 
mark. The  following  year  he  returned  to  Delavan  county  and  in 
the  autumn  of  that  year  brought  back  with  him  to  Williams  county 
his  mother  and  his  sister.  He  went  to  work  at  once  to  clear  and 
cultivate  the  land  that  he  had  entered  and  to  build  on  it  <t  pioneer 
cabin.  This  farm  is  located  just  west  of  the  one  now  owned  by  his 
son  Myron  C.  Soon  after  settling  on  his  farm  he  set  up  a store 
on  the  place  and  conducted  it  very  successfully.  Starting  with  prac- 
tically nothing,  by  dint  of  thrift  and  industry  he  became  a very 
wealthy  man,  owning  about  one  thousand  acres  of  valuable  land  and 
a controlling  interest  in  a store  at  Edgerton,  where  he  built  a fine 
store-house  in  1856.  When  this  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1871  he 
re-built  on  a much  larger  and  finer  scale,  and  this  building  too  was 
burned  in  1897.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig  until  1856,  when  he  cast 
his  lot  with  the  Republican  party.  For  twelve  years  he  served  as 
a justice  of  the  peace  and  for  nine  years  as  a county  commissioner. 
His  earlier  experiences  were  as  interesting  as  they  were  varied. 
Game  was  the  chief  subsistence  of  the  family.  Deer  and  bear  were 
plentiful.  A trip  to  the  nearest  grist  mill  at  Constantine,  Mich., 
seventy  miles  distant,  required  eleven  days,  using  an  ox  team.  In 
religious  matters  he  was  a Universalist  in  belief.  In  1840  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Caroline  Sawyer,  the  daughter  of  Prescott  Sawyer. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living 
at  Edgerton  and  one  at  Pasadena,  Cal.  He  died  December  27,  1896. 
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and  his  widow  on  January  25,  1898.  His  son  Eli,  who  was  associated 
with  him  in  the  business  at  Edgerton  after  the  Civil  war,  was  born 
in  1843,  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  educated  at  Bryan,  O.,  and 
Hillsdale  College,  Mich.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  K of  the 
Sixty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  and  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Shiloh.  After  serving  for  eight  months  he  was  taken  sick  and 
discharged  an  account  of  disability.  In  1877  he  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Emma  Rathborn  of  Lodi,  Wis.,  the  daughter  of  William  and  June 
Rathborn,  of  New  England  and  English  extraction.  He  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Myron  Clay 
Farnham  grew  to  manhood  on  his  fathers  farm, receiving  a limited  ed- 
ucation in  the  schools  of  DeKalb  county,  Ind.,  and  Williams  county,  O. 
In  1863  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  E,  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  cav- 
alry and  was  soon  promoted  to  a sargeant,  and  later  he  served  as  color 
bearer  of  the  battalion  until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in 
no  less  than  twenty-seven  engagements  with  the  enemy,  among  them 
being  the  following  battles:  Decatur,  Ala.,  May  8,  1864;  Florence, 
Ala.,  June  3,  1864:  with  Rousseau’s  expedition  in  Alabama;  around 
Atlanta,  Ga.;  Jonesboro,  Ga.,  September  1,  1864;  Bear  Creek,  Ga., 
November  18,  1864;  Macon,  Ga.,  November  21,  1864;  Reynold's 
Plantation,  Ga.,  November  28,  1864;  Waynesboro,  Ga.,  December 

4,  1864;  Black  Creek,  Ga.,  December  7,  1864;  Savannah,  Ga.,  De- 
cember 21,  1864;  Barnwell,  S.  C.,  February  6,  1865;  Blackville,  S. 
C.,  February  7,  1865;  Williston,  S.  C.,  February  8,  1865;  Aiken, 

5.  C.,  February  11,  1865;  North  Edisto  River,  S.  C.,  February  14, 
1865;  Wadesboro,  N.  C.,  March  3,  1865;  Rockingham,  N.  C.,  March 
7,  1865;  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865  ; Averysboro,  N.  C.,  March 
16,  1865 ; Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865 ; and  Raleigh,  N.  C., 
April  13,  1865.  His  regiment,  as  stated,  was  under  General  Rousseau 
in  the  raid  from  Decatur,  Ala.,  lasting*  fourteen  days,  and  with  Gen- 
eral Sherman  on  the  march  to  the  sea  and  up  through  the  Carolinas, 
taking  part  in  the  last  battle  fought  east  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Farnham  returned  to  Williams  county 
and  engaged  in  farming,  which  has  been  his  principal  occupation 
all  through  life.  Although  he  was  engaged  for  four  years  in  selling 
agricultural  implements,  he  at  the  same  time  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. In  1882  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  entered  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  which  he  has  since  added  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  making  a total  of  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  At  one  time  he  owned  a full  section  there.  On  his  home 
farm  in  Williams  county,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
he  has  erected  a fine  residence  and  all  the  other  necessary  buildings, 
making  it  one  of  the  best  equipped  farms  in  the  county.  In  1902 
Mr.  Farnham  removed  to  Edgerton  and  there  for  the  past  three 
years  he  has  lived  a retired  life,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  Having  alwavs 
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taken  a deep  interest  in  school  affairs,  he  served  a number  of  years 
on  the  school  board.  In  1875  he  became  a member  of  Edgerton 
Lodge,  No.  608,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
being  a member  of  Walter  Slaughter  Post, 

No.  568.  At  present  he  is  a member  of  the 
staff  of  General  Benjamin  M.  Moulton,  Com- 
mander of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  with 
the  rank  of  Colonel.  On  December  5,  1866, 
he  married  Miss  Martha  C.  Porter  of  Pulaski, 

Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born 
November  6,  1848.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Alvaro  and  Amanda  (Anderson)  Porter,  the 
former  born  at  Ft.  Ann,  Washington  county, 

N.  Y.,  January  18,  1818,  and  the  latter  in 
Leroy,  Jefferson  county,  April  30,  1821.  They  removed  to  Stryker, 
Williams  county,  O.,  and  then  to  Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  died 
in  June,  1884,  and  his  widow  surviving  him  twenty  years  died  at 
Watertown  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1904.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  four  of  whom,  all  daughters,  are  still  living.  Mrs. 
Farnham  is  quite  active  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  Edgerton;  being  a member  of  the  aid  and  missionary 
societies.  She  is  also  actively  identified  with  the  Woman's  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  the  Rebeccas  and 
the  Home  Culture  club,  and  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  woman 
to  serve  as  a director  on  the  school  board  in  St.  Joseph  township. 
She  was  president  of  the  Relief  Corps  three  terms,  a representative 
to  the  State  encampment  at  Columbus,  a delegate  to  the  National 
encampment  at  St.  Paul,  and  inspector  of  Williams,  Henry  and  Ful- 
ton counties.  Myron  Clay  Farnham  and  wife  are  the  parents  of 
eleven  children.  Eli  Porter,  the  eldest,  was  born  February  28,  1868, 
and  is  now  postmaster  of  Central  City,  South  Dakota,  where  he  is 
also  engaged  in  mining.  Nellie  May,  the  second  child,  was  born 
May  8,  1870,  and  was  married  to  Willie  Spindler,  a dairy  farmer  of 
Deadwood,  South  Dakota.  Adrian  Alvaro,  the  third  child,  was  born 
December  20,  1872,  and  lives  on  the  homestead.  Daniel  Dimmick, 
the  fourth  child,  was  born  November  15,  1874,  and  is  a profes- 
sional cook  at  Nebraska  City.  Carrie  Amanda,  the  fifth  child,  was 
born  September  13,  1876,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Hoffer,  an  ex- 
teacher, and  now  a resident  of  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  railroad  business.  Ora  Earl,  the  sixth  child,  was  born 
May  27,  1878,  and  graduated  from  the  Boxwell  school,  Edgerton 
high  school,  the  Tri-State  Normal  at  Angola,  Ind.,  the  Toledo 
Business  College,  and,  in  1902,  from  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan.  He  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  South  Dakota,  forming  a partnership  with  a Mr.  La  Fleetche, 
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at  the  time  state’s  attorney.  In  1904,  upon  the  dissolution  of  the 
firm,  he  was  elected  judge  on  the  Republican  ticket  in  a Democratic 
county,  which  position  he  still  holds,  being  the  youngest  judge  ever 
elected  in  South  Dakota.  Prescott  Sawyer,  the  seventh  child,  was 
born  October  30,  1880.  He  graduated  from  Boxwell  and  Edgerton 
high  school  and  is  now  a professional  cook  at  Lead  City,  South 
Dakota.  Lincoln  Anderson,  the  eighth  child,  was  born  September 
3,  1882,  attended  the  Edgerton  high  school  and  the  Toledo  Business 
College,  and  enlisted  as  a cook  in  the  United  States  navy.  He  was 
serving  on  the  Missouri  in  that  capacity  at  the  time  of  the  accident 
at  Pensacola,  Fla.  Because  of  rheumatism  he  had  to  quit  the  navy 
and  go  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  for  treatment.  Dakota  Spink,  the  ninth 
child,  is  a graduate  from  Boxwell  and  Edgerton  high  school.  After 
spending  a year  on  a ranch  in  South  Dakota  with  his  sister  he  re- 
turned home  and  took  a business  course  in  the  Toledo  Business  Col- 
lege. He  is  now  in  the  employ  of  Heller-Aller  Co.,  wind  mill  manu- 
facturers of  Napoleon,  O.,  in  the  capacity  of  stenographer.  The  last 
two  children  are  Myron  Clay  and  Alphonso  Mead,  the  former  born 
May  23,  1887,  and  the  latter  August  26,  1889,  who  are  still  at  home 
attending  school. 

JOHN  HARRISON  FENIMORE,  of  West  Unity,  is  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Williams  county,  now  retired  from  active 
business,  after  having  devoted  many  years  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
while  he  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  manifesting  the  same  loyalty 
which  has  characterized  him  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Mr.  Feni- 
more  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1836,  and  is  a son  of  Abraham  and  Catherine  (Ulrey)  Fenimore, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  February  24,  1805, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Maryland,  April  11,  1803.  Abra- 
ham Fenimore  was  a son  of  Caleb  Fenimore,  who  likewise  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  whence  he  came  to  Ohio  in  the  early  pioneer  era, 
having  taken  up  his  residence  in  Columbiana  county  in  1807,  about 
five  years  after  the  admission  of  the  State  to  the  Union.  He  passed 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  village  of  Canal  Fulton,  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view removed  from  Maryland  to  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  about 
1825,  and  there  he  died  about  two  years  later.  Abraham  Fenimore 
was  reared  under  the  conditions  and  influences  of  life  on  the  frontier, 
assisting  in  the  reclaiming  of  a farm  in  Columbiana  county,  where 
he  received  such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded  in  the 
primitive  schools  of  the  period.  In  1848  he  came  to  Williams 
county,  and  two  years  later  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  in 
Jefferson  township,  while  in  1853  he  located  on  the  land,  most  of 
which  he  reclaimed  to  cultivation,  improving  the  place  with  good 
buildings.  On  this  homestead  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  July  16,  1876,  his  wife  having  passed  away  February 
25,  1871.  Of  their  five  childrden  two  died  in  infancy,  and  the  other 
three  still  survive.  The  father  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  both 
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he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  church.  John  H.  Fenimore  secured 
his  rudimentary  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Columbiana 
county,  having  been  about  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the 
family  removal  to  Williams  county,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  the  homestead  farm,  in  the  meanwhile  continuing  to  attend 
school  as  opportunity  afforded.  In  August,  1862,  he  tendered  his 
services  in  defense  of  the  Union,  being  at  the  time  in  West  Virginia, 
where  he  enlisted  in  Battery  D,  First  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery, 
with  which  he  participated  in  engagements  at  Moorefield,  that  state, 
and  Newmarket  and  Winchester,  Va.,  being  in  action  three  days  at 
the  latter  point,  where  he  was  finally  captured,  being  held  a prisoner 
twenty-four  days,  and  then  being  exchanged.  He  was  wounded  in 
the  engagement  at  New  Market.  He  continued  in  service  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  having  been  mustered  out  on  the  27th  of  June,  1865, 
and  having  duly  received  his  honorable  discharge.  He  signifies  his 
continued  interest  in  his  old  comrades  by  retaining  membership  in 
Rings  Post,  No.  637,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Unity.  Prior  to  the  war  he 
passed  four  and  one-half  years  in  the  home  of  his  uncle,  John  Feni- 
more, at  Martin’s  Ferry,  Belmont  county,  and  ever  since  that  period 
his  home  has  been  in  Williams  county,  while  his  vocation  has  been 
that  of  farming.  He  has  resided  in  West  Unity  for  the  past  twenty- 
two  years,  and  has  been  practically  retired  from  active  business  for 
some  years.  He  owns  the  old  homestead  farm,  secured  by  his  father 
so  many  years  ago,  and  also  another  eighty-acre  farm  in  the  same 
locality,  in  Jefferson  township,  while  his  residence  in  West  Unity 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the  village.  In  politics  he  is 
independent  of  strict  partisan  lines.  He  served  two  years  as  clerk 
of  Jefferson  township,  as  township  trustee  one  year  and  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  six  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  as  was  also  his  first  wife.  November  17, 
1867,  Mr.  Fenimore  wedded  Miss  Rachel  Burns,  who  was  born  in 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  being  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Ann 
(Dunlap)  Burns,  who  came  to  Williams  county  in  1864.  Here  Mr. 
Burns  died  on  the  15th  of  December,  1880,  and  his  widow  on  the 
7th  of  February,  1899.  Mrs.  Fenimore  was  called  to  the  life  eternal  on 
the  3d  of  June,  1892,  having  been  survived  bv  her  two  daughters. 
The  elder,  Della  Maude,  became  the  wife  of  Howard  Burt  Kelly,  of 
Goshen,  Ind.,  and  she  died  March  16,  1900,  leaving  one  child,  Reba. 
Bertha,  the  younger  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  A.  Held,  of 
West  Unity,  who  is  mentioned  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  Febru- 
ary 24,  1897,  Mr.  Fenimore  consummated  a second  marriage,  being 
then  united  to  Miss  Flora  Webb,  who  was  born  in  Brady  township, 
this  county,  February  24,  1858,  being  a daughter  of  Thomas  S.  and 
Sarah  (Pennock)  Webb,  who  came  here  from  Columbiana  county, 
in  1852.  Mr.  Webb  died  November  9,  1880,  and  his  widow  is  now 
(1905)  living  in  West  Unity,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-one 
vears. 
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LEVI  FETTERS,  a retired  farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of  Edon, 
Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Wayne  county  of  that  State  on 
September  3,  1839.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  paternal  and  mater- 
nal grandparents  having  been  natives  of  Germany.  Daniel  and  Sarah 
(Wissel)  Fetters,  the  parents  of  Levi  Fetters,  were  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  former  was  born  on  January  26,  1806.  The 
grandparents  of  Levi,  John  and  Eve  (Werehime)  Fetters,  emigrated 
to  America  in  an  early  day  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  His  mater- 
nal grandfather  was  John  Wissel.  Daniel  Fetters  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common_schools  of  his  native  state.  After 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Wissel  he  removed  to  Wayne  county,  O., 
in  1829,  and  resided  there  until  1851,  when  he  came  to  Williams 
county,  where  he  died  in  1887,  his  widow  surviving  him  five  years. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  serving  as  township  treasurer  for 
many  years,  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Discipies  cnurch.  To 
Daniel  Fetters  and  his  wife  sixteen  children  were  born.  Their  names 
follow : John,  Margaret,  Samuel,  Daniel,  Hester,  Jane,  Washington, 
Levi,  Sarah,  Mary,  Hiram,  Lewis,  Elizabeth,  Eliza,  Angeline  and 
Monroe.  Levi  Fetters  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county. 
In  1851  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Williams  county,  with  them  re- 
siding until  1868,  when  he  removed  to  Florence  township  and  there 
located  on  and  cleared  the  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  which  he  now 
owns.  Here  he  resided  for  live  years  without  the  advantages  of  a 
single  county  road.  In  1904  he  removed  to  Edon,  where  he  pur- 
chased a house  and  two  lots,  and  where  he  now  resides,  living  in  con- 
tentment, having  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life.  While  lie  has 
always  been  a Democrat  in  politics  he  has  reserved  the  right  to  vote 
independently  whenever  his  judgment  directed  him  to  do  so;  espe- 
cially is  this  the  case  in  municipal  affairs.  On  religious  questions 
he,  together  with  his  wife,  entertain  quite  liberal  views.  In  June, 
1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Allen,  born  in 
Columbiana  county,  O.,  on  November  10,  1841,  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Mary  Ann  (Little)  Allen,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  removed  to  Columbiana  county  in  1837,  an(l  from  there  to  De- 
Kalb  county,  Ind.,  in  1854.  Seven  years  later  the  family  removed  to 
Williams  county,  where  both  died,  the  latter  on  March  31,  1883.  To 
their  marriage  five  children  were  born,  as  follows:  Amer  C.,  Ama, 

Sarah  Jane,  Abram  and  Mary.  To  Levi  Fetters  and  his  wife  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  living.  Their 
names  follow:  Elsie,  who  was  born  on  March  7,  1867,  and  died  on 

February  2,  1872;  Cora,  born  February  1,  1870,  died  on  September 
9,  1870;  Geraldine,  born  April  20,  1872;  David  D.,  born  July  9,  1874; 
Zora.  born  Jamtarv  2,  1876,  and  George  Emory,  born  March  24, 
1878. 

MICHAEL  FISHER,  deceased,  at  the  time  of  his  death  a promi- 
nent and  successful  farmer  in  Center  township,  Williams  county, 
O.,  was  a native  of  Germany,  having  been  born  in  Bavaria  on  April 
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12,  1830.  When  ten  years  old  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents,  Jacob  Andrew  and  Anna  Barbara  (Houch) 
Fisher,  who  first  located  in  what  is  now  Defiance  county,  O.,  and 
in  1841  removed  to  Center  township,  Williams  county,  and  settled 
on  the  farm  now  owned  partly  by  George  M.  Fisher,  and  partly  by 
the  widow  of  Michael  Fisher,  and  here  both  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  three  sons 
and  one  daughter,  of  whom  only  two  are  living.  Michael  Fisher 
located  on  the  farm  where  his  family  resides,  in  1853,  and  there  re- 
sided until  his  death  on  February  25,  1905.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church.  On  August  15,  1853,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  Laufer, 
born  in  Tiffin,  O.,  March  14,  1837,  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Catherine  (Shear)  Laufer,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  in  an  early  day  and  settled,  first  at  Tiffin  and 
from  there  removed  to  Williams  county  in  1853,  where  he  died  Jan- 
uary 16,  1869,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  and  his  wife  on  June  25, 
1866,  aged  fifty-eight  years.  He  was  a Democrat  and  with  his  wife 
a member  of  the  Reformed  church.  They  had  a family  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living.  To  Michael  Fisher  and  wife 
were  born  fourteen  children,  thirteen  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Those 
living  are:  Jacob,  born  December  6,  1854;  George  Michael,  born 
February  5,  1857;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  June  25,  1858;  Anna  Mar- 
garet, born  February  13,  i860;  John  Z.,  born  June  17,  1862;  Caro- 
line, born  October  22,  1863;  Henry  Elsworth,  born  February  24, 
1865;  David  Walter,  born  June  4,  1868;  William  Martin,  born  Jan- 
uary 27,  1870;  Albert  Clarence,  born  June  29,  1871;  Franklin 
Charles  Frederick,  born  January  19,  1874;  Martha  Matilda,  born 
February  3,  1878;  Victoria  Celestia,  born  February  1,  1884.  Simon 
Frederick,  the  eighth  child,  was  born  November  12,  18 66,  and  died 
June  13,  1868.  Frank  C.  Fisher  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He  has  followed  farming 
and  stock-raising  all  his  life.  He  now  has  charge  of  the  old  home- 
stead of  1 15  acres,  which  is  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  On  Jan- 
uary 18,  1899,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Dora  M.  Mavis, 
daughter  of  Calvin  and  Maria  (Martin)  Mavis,  both  natives  of  De- 
fiance county,  O.,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  their  deaths. 
Politically  Frank  C.  Fisher  is  a Democrat,  but  has  never  sought 
office. 

SAMUEL  FLIGHTNER,  a successful  Norman  horse  breeder  of 
Blakeslee,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Crawford  county,  O., 
where  he  was  born  on  March  3,  1842.  He  is  the  son  of  Adam  and 
Catherine  (Russell)  Flightner,  both  natives  of  Germany.  His 
grandparents  emigrated  to  America  in  1826,  when  Adam  Flightner 
was  only  ten  years  old,  and  coming  directly  to  Ohio,  settled  in 
Crawford  county,  where  both  died,  the  latter  nearly  a century  old. 
Adam  Flightner  removed  to  Defiance  county,  O.,  in  1852,  where  he 
purchased  land  for  farming  purposes.  Later  he  removed  to  Center 
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township,  Williams  county,  and  then  spent  his  productive  years  in 
general  farming.  From  this  farm  he  removed  to  Bryan,  where  he 
died  in  1892,  his  wife  having  died  on  the  farm  in  Center  township 
in  1873.  Of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  these  parents  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  are  stiil  living.  Samuel  Flightner  grew  to  man- 
hood on  the  parental  farm  and  received  his  education  by  attending 
the  common  schools.  He  resided  in  Farmer  township,  Defiance 
county,  until  1875,  when  he  removed  to  Center  township,  Williams 
county,  where  he  owned  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 
He  has  followed  general  farming  and  breeding  Norman  horses  for 
the  past  twenty-five  years.  In  1902  he  changed  his  residence  to 
Blakeslee,  where  he  now  lives.  Taking  a keen  interest  in  public 
affairs,  he  has  served  as  township  trustee  and  constable.  He  is  a 
Democrat  and  a member  of  Blakeslee  Lodge,  No.  502,  Knights  of 
Pythias.  On  October  15,  1864,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lucinda  H. 
Stevens,  who  was  born  in  Crawford  county  on  December  18,  1844, 
and  died  in  November,  1884.  To  this  union  there  were  born  the 
following  children  : Mary  L.,  Charles  W.,  Edward  J.,  Elnora  A., 
Franklin  E.,  Jennie  B.,  Myrta  M.  and  Dora.  His  second  wife,  whom 
he  married  on  April  15,  1885,  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Miser,  born  in 
Center  township  on  January  1,  1847,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Rebecca  (Kent)  Miser,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  latter  of  Virginia.  Jacob  Miser  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  a Democrat  in  politics.  He  died  in  i860  and  was  survived  by 
his  widow  one  year.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
six  are  yet  living.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Flightner  was 
Frederick  Miser,  who  came  to  Williams  county  in  1834,  and  en- 
tered three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Center  township, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days.  Her  maternal  grand-parents 
were  Ashford  and  Nancy  Kent,  who  settled  in  Springfield  township 
in  pioneer  days.  To  Samuel  Flightner  and  second  wife  two  chil- 
dren have  been  born.  They  are:  Adam  J.,  born  March  29,  18 86, 
and  Eva,  who  died  in  infancy. 

SAMUEL  E.  FOLK,  superintendent  of  the  electric  light  and 
water  works  plants  of  Bryan,  Williams  county.  O.,  was  born  in  Karle, 
six  miles  from  Bryan,  on  April  22,  1863.  The  first  representative  of 
the  Folk  family  of  Pennsylvania  to  come  to  Williams  county  was 
Jacob  Folk,  who  moved  his  family  here  long  before  the  era  of  rail- 
roads, and  when  this  part  of  the  State  was  still  a veritable  wilderness. 
Samuel  E.  Folk  is  the  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Andre)  Folk, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  William  Folk  was  a gunsmith  by  trade 
and  followed  that  avocation  for  many  years.  In  1864  he  removed  to 
Bryan,  O.,  where  he  died  in  1897.  His  widow  is  still  living,  but  in 
her  sixty-sixth  year.  Two  children  were  born  to  them,  whose  names 
were,  Samuel  E.,  and  Minnie,  the  latter  of  whom  married  Richard 
Palmer,  and  died  in  December,  1904.  Samuel  E.  Folk  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Bryan.  After  leaving  school  he  worked  in  his 
father's  gunshop  for  some  time,  but  as  his  predilection  was  more  for 
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machinery  than  for  gunmaking,  lie,  in  1891,  engaged  in  business  for 
himself  by  establishing  a shop  for  machine  work,  repairing,  etc.,  in 
which  business  he  continued  for  eleven  years.  In  1902  he  was  elected 
superintendent  of  the  electric  light  and  water  works  plants  of  Bryan, 
a position  that  he  still  fills  with  profit  to  the  city  and  with  great 
credit  to  himself.  A natural  machinist,  he  has  done  his  work  so- 
thoroughly  and  so  satisfactorily  that  the  city  fathers  regard  his  ser- 
vices as  indispensable.  He  is  actively  identified  with  Free  Masonry,, 
being  a Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  member.  In  religious  matters  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Methodist  church.  On  July  26,  1885,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Orcelia  Dorshimer,  a native  of  Williams 
county,  the  daughter  of  Henry  Dorshimer.  One  daughter  has- 
blessed  their  marriage,  Faye  by  name. 

FRANCIS  MARION  FORD,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Mont- 
pelier Enterprise,  of  which  he  was  the  founder,  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Williams  county  and  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  born  in  Chesterfield  township,  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  29th  of  August,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  Hiram  W.  and  Sarah' 
(Willett)  Ford,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Cortland  county, 
N.  Y.,  February  16,  1818,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  Somerset 
county,  N.  J.,  December  25,  1814.  Rev.  Samuel  Ford,  father  of 
Hiram  W.,  was  a distinguished  member  of  the  clergy  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  established  the  first  church  of  this  denomination  in 
Laporte,  Ind.,  in  1839.  Hiram  W.  Ford  was  engaged  in  farming  dur- 
ing the  major  portion  of  his  active  career  and  he  died  July  18,  1902, 
at  Crystal  Valley,  Oceana  county,  Mich.,  his  wife  having  been  sum- 
moned into  the  life  eternal  on  the  15th  of  October,  1885.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living.  Francis 
Marion  Ford  received  good  educational  advantages  in  his  youth, 
having  attended  school  in  Farmer,  now  known  as  Interlaken,  Seneca 
county,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  while  he  also 
was  a student  for  some  time  at  Morenci,  Mich.  At  the  time  when 
his  youthful  loyalty  and  patriotism  prompted  him  to  go  forth  in  de- 
fense of  the  Union  Mr.  Ford  was  engaged  in  farm  work  in  Chester- 
field township,  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  the  place  of  his  birth,  being 
eighteen  years  of  age.  September  30,  1864,  in  the  city  of  Toledo,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-second  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer infantry,  in  which  he  was  enrolled  as  a private.  His  command 
was  stationed  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  under  General  Thomas,  and  Mr.. 
Ford  was  detailed  to  load  timber  on  cars  at  Johnsonville  that  stater 
and  after  the  battle  of  Nashville  he  was  assigned  to  duty  in  guarding 
prisoners  on  the  trip  from  Nashville  to  Louisville.  He  was  an  active 
participant  in  the  battle  between  the  forces  of  Generals  Thomas  and 
Hood  at  Nashville,  and  in  that  city  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital 
about  two  weeks,  as  a result  of  an  attack  of  low  fever,  receiving  his; 
honorable  discharge  on  the  14th  of  July,  1865.  His  brother,  S.  Ansel 
Ford,  was  a member  of  the  Twenty-second  New  York  Independent 
Battery,  and  died  December  8,  1862,  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  from 
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quick  consumption.  Two  uncles  of  Mrs.  Ford  were  likewise  valiant 
soldiers  in  the  Union  army,  and  one  of  them  is  still  living.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  Mr.  Ford  remained  for  a time  in  Ohio  and  then 
removed  to  Morenci,  Lenawee  county,  Mich.,  where,  in  1871,  he  be- 
came a partner  in  a grocery  business,  with  which  he  was  identified 
about  six  months,  after  which  lie  devoted  himself  to  clerical  work, 
farming  and  other  vocations  until  1879,  when  he  initiated  his  associa- 
tion with  the  printing  and  publishing  business  by  taking  a position  in 
a printing  office  in  Morenci.  In  1880  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  James  R.  Smalley,  and  they  were  associated  in  the  publication 
of  the  Montpelier  Enterprise  about  *two  years,  after  which  Mr.  Ford 
purchased  his  partner’s  interest  in  the  business,  which  he  sold  about 
two  years  later.  He  then  established  the  Montpelier  Advocate, 
which  later  became  known  as  the  Democrat,  under  the  ownership  of 
W.Otis  Willett.  Later  Mr.  Ford  became  associated  with  Mr.  Willett  in 
the  re-purchase  of  the  Montpelier  Enterprise,  of  which  they  continued 
to  be  the  publishers  until  1903,  since  which  time  Mr.  Eord  has  had 
entire  control  of  the  business.  The  paper  is  published  on  Thursday 
of  each  week,  and  is  an  attractive  six-column  quarto,  effectively  cov- 
ering its  province  in  the  handling  of  local  news  and  ever  giving  its  in- 
fluence in  support  of  all  legitimate  enterprises  and  undertakings  for 
the  general  good.  The  Enterprise  is  independent  in  politics,  as  is  its 
editor,  and  its  support  is  accorded  to  men  and  measures  and  princi- 
ples, rather  than  having  a policy  of  partisan  bias  and  control.  Mr. 
Ford  exercises  his  franchise  in  the  same  independent  way.  He  was 
city  clerk  of  Montpelier  from  1882  to  1885,  inclusive,  but  has  never 
been  a seeker  of  public  office.  He  is  identified  with  Hiram  Louden 
Post,  No.  155,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  has  served 
as  commander  and  adjutant,  and  he  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  October  17,  1877,  Mr.  Ford  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Morenci,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Mary  Ella  Smalley,  who  was  born  January 
5,  1856,  being  a daughter  of  John  P.  Smalley,  who  was  in  the  govern- 
ment employ  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  during  the  Civil  war,  though  not 
a soldier.  He  died  in  1882,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  S.  Converse,  is.  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  became  the 
parents  of  three  children.  Raymond  R.,  who  is  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  publication  of  the  Montpelier  Enterprise,  was  born 
October  12,  1878.  July  12,  1899,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Thirty- 
second  United  States  Volunteers,  with  which  he  served  in  the  cam- 
paign operations  in  the  Philippine  islands,  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge  March  8,  1901.  After  his  return  from  the  Orient,  and  on 
September  17,  1903,  he  married  Miss  Flora  Bordner,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Amanda  Bordner,  of  Florence  township.  Florence,  who 
was  born  September  16,  1882,  died  on  July  10th  of  the  following  year. 
Clifton  S.,  born  September  6,  1884,  is  a student  in  Oberlin  College, 
while  he  assists  in  the  work  of  the  office  of  the  Enterprise  during 
his  vacations. 
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HENRY  B.  FRANKS,  who  maintains  his  residence  in  Mont- 
pelier, is  one  of  the  progressive  and  successful  business  men  of  Will- 
iams county,  and  conducts  a large  and  prosperous  enterprise  in  the 
manufacturing  and  sale  of  lumber,  having  a well  equipped  mill  in 
Montpelier.  The  family  is  of  German  origin  and  was  founded  in 
America  in  the  Colonial  era.  Henry  Franks,  great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a Continental  soldier  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  having  later  been  with  the  Indians  eight  years 
and  having  witnessed  the  execution  of  Captain  Jack  Crawford; 
and  it  is  reasonably  certain  that  he  was  also  a participant  in  the 
war  of  1812.  His  son  Henry,  grandfather  of  Henry  B.,  was  born 
in  1799  or  1800,  and  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  in  an  early 
day,  devoting  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  His  wife’s  name  was  Barbara.  Malachi  P.  Franks, 
father  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  article,  was  born  in  Doyles- 
town,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  1832,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated,  and  later  he  removed  to  Spencer,  Medina  county,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  cheesemaking,  to  which  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion for  many  years.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Plillsdale  county, 
Mich.,  where  he  purchased  a farm,  and  the  residue  of  his  life  was 
given  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  October  18,  1891,  and  his 
wife  now  resides  in  Pioneer,  Williams  county,  Ohio.  She  was 
born  in  Wayne  county,  this  state,  April  23,  1835,  and  is  a daughter 
of  George  and  Delilah  Wicks,  while  her  Christian  name  is  Sarah. 
She  is  a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  as 
was  also  her  husband,  and  he  was  a Republican  in  politics.  They 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Henry  B.,  of  this 

sketch;  Malachi  P.,  a resident  of  California,  Branch  county,  Mich- 
igan; Nettie,  deceased;  Maud,  wife  of  Howard  Snyder,  of  Frontier, 
Hillsdale  county,  Mich. ; and  Lyman  W.,  of  Montpelier.  Henry 
B.  Franks  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  June  30, 
1858,  and  his  early  education  was  secured  in  a.  select  school  at 
Spencer,  Ohio,  and  the  public  schools  of  Hillsdale  county,  Mich. 
He  was  afforded  excellent  advantages,  continuing  to  attend  school 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  having  secured 
a good  business  education.  After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  on  a small  scale,  at  Waldron,  Mich.,  where  he 
owned  a third  interest  in  a hardwood  lumber  mill.  After  having 
been  identified  with  this  enterprise  one  year  he  removed  to  Pitts- 
ford,  Hillsdale  county,  that  state,  where  he  was  located  about 
eighteen  months,  having  a half-interest  in  a hardwood  mill.  For 
the  ensuing  two  years  he  was  the  owner  and  operator  of  a small 
mill  at  Frontier.  Hillsdale  county,  and  in  1886  he  returned  to  Ohio 
and  located  in  Montpelier,  where  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged 
in  the  same  line  of  enterprise,  upon  an  amplified  scale.  In  1893  he 
opened  a yard  for  the  handling  of  softwood  lumber,  and  in  1896 
he  purchased  eighteen  hundred  acres  of  hardwood  land  in  northern 
Michigan,  where  he  continues  to  cut  and  manufacture  a consider- 
able amount  of  lumber  annually.  He  also  operates  a hardwood  and 
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excelsior  mill  in  Montpelier,  and  is  one  of  the  live  business  men  of 
Williams  county,  reliable  and  progressive  in  his  methods  and 
having  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  June  6 
1895,  Mr.  Franks  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Josie  Owens,  of 
Montpelier.  They  have  no  children. 

SHERMAN  S.  FRAZIER,  M.  D.,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Kunkle,  and  the  evidences  of  his  success  are  not 
only  those  to  be  seen  in  the  large  practice  which  he  controls  but 
also  in  the  independent  position  which  he  has  gained  through  his 
professional  endeavors  and  business  operations.  He  has  a finely 
equipped  drug  store,  conducting  the  same  in  connection  with  his 
practice,  and  "has  other  local  interests  of  importance,  while  no  citi- 
zen of  the  community  is  held  in  higher  esteem.  Dr.  brazier  was 
born  in  Blackford  county,  Ind.,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1865,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  F.  M.  and  Catherine  (Ulum)  Frazier,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Hamilton  county,  O.,  September  2,  1828, 
while  the  latter  was  born  in  Greenville,  Darke  county  O.,  May  29, 
1830.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  the  Doctor  were  William  and 
Anna  (Pickens)  Frazier,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  and  reared 
in  Scotland,  whence  he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Ohio  in 
an  early  day.  He  later  removed  to  Delaware  county,  Ind.,  where 
he  died  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-nine  years,  six  months 
and  thirteen  days.  William  F.  M.  Frazier  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Marion  county,  O.,  and  was  there  engaged  as 
a potter  until  about  1851,  when  he  removed  to  Blackford  county, 
Ind.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
February  2,  1902,  while  his  devoted  wife  passed  away  March  19, 
1904,  both  having  been  members  of  the  Church  of  God.  The 
father  was  one  of  the  first  four  men  to  become  identified  with  the 
Republican  party  in  Blackford  county,  and  in  1864  he  enlisted  as 
a member  of  Company  C.  Fifty-third  Indiana  volunteer  infantry, 
with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  having  taken  part 
in  several  engagements  and  participated  in  Sherman’s  memorable 
march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  Of  his  six  sons  three  are  living. 
Dr.  Frazier  secured  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Dundee,  Ind.,  after  which  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  old 
Methodist  Episcopal  College  at  Fort  Wayne,  that  state.  Having 
decided  to  adopt  the  medical  profession  as  his  vocation  in  life  he 
was  matriculated  in  the  Fort  Wayne  College  of  Medicine,  in  which 
he  completed  the  prescribed  course  and  was  graduated  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1891,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  On  the 
day  following  his  graduation  he  opened  an  office  and  began  prac- 
tice at  Dundee.  Ind.,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months,  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1892,  he  came  to  Kunkle, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  active  practice  as  a physician 
and  surgeon  and  where  he  has  met  with  marked  success,  gaining 
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high  standing  among  his  confricrs  and  having  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  the  community.  He  came  to  Kunkle  burdened  with 
debt  and  he  is  now  in  a position  of  financial  independence,  his  com- 
petency representing  the  results  of  his  own  efforts  and  good  man- 
agement. Soon  after  locating  in  this  attractive  village  he  estab- 
lished a drug  business,  which  he  has  since  continued  most  suc- 
cessfully. owning  the  building  in  which  his  store  is  quartered  and 
also  having  one  of  the  finest  residence  properties  in  the  town.  He 
is  a stockholder  in  the  Kunkle  State  Banking  Company,  and  owns 
one-seventh  of  the  stock  of  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company, 
while  he  is  president  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Kunkle  Manu- 
facturing Company,  manufacturers  of  kitchen  furniture.  The  doc- 
tor is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics  but  he  has  never  sought  of- 
fice, though  he  served  four  years  as  county  coroner.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Williams  County  Medical  Society  and  the 
Ohio  State  Medical  Association,  and  is  ’ also  affiliated  with  the 
Kunkle  Lodge,  No.  821.  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  347,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Pioneer.  October 
13,  1897,  Dr.  Frazier  was  married  to  Miss  Alma  B.  Benson,  of 
Angola,  Ind.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Catherine  B. 

FREDERICK  H.  FULTON,  an  honored  citizen  and  represen- 
tative farmer  of  Jefferson  township,  was  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  O.,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  John  F. 
and  Magdalena  (Kcrley)  Fulton,  both  of  whom  were  born  near 
the  historic  and  picturesque  old  city  of  Strassburg,  Germany, 
where  they  were  reared  and  educated.  They  came  to  America 
when  young  and  their  marriage  was  solemnized  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  the  father  was  identified  with  the  butch- 
ering trade  about  seven  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  in  1830, 
he  came  to  Columbiana  county,  O.,  being  numbered  among  the 
pioneers  of  that  county,  whence,  in  1835,  he  removed  to  Hancock 
c mnty,  where  he  eventually  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  reclaiming  much  of  the  same  from  the  forest  wilds 
and  becoming  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  that  section,  where 
both  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Both 
were  members  of  the  German  Reformed  church,  and  in  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Democrat.  This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children:  Tobias  and  Francis  are  deceased;  Frederick  H., 
of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth  ; Hannah  married 
Adam  Feick,  now  deceased,  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Sandusky, 
O. ; John  resides  in  Hardin  county,  O. ; Mary  makes  her  home  in 
Fostoria,  O. ; Caroline  is  a resident  of  Toledo,  O. ; Elizabeth  is  de- 
ceased, and  Henry  resides  in  Hardin  county,  O.  Owing  to  the 
exigencies  of  time  and  place  Frederick  H.  Fulton  received  meager 
educational  advantages  in  his  youth,  while  he  early  became  inured 
to  the  strenuous  labor  of  clearing  wild  land  and  doing  other  farm 
work,  and  he  has  ever  retained  the  utmost  respect  for  the  dignity 
of  honest  toil  and  endeavor,  which  have  characterized  his  personal 
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career  as  one  of  the  noble  army  of  the  world’s  workers.  He  re- 
mained at  the  parental  home  until  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  when  he  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter 
trade,  becoming  a competent  workman.  In  1843  ^le  went  to  Fos- 
toria,  O.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  as  did  he  later  in  the  city 
of  Sandusky.  In  i860  he  came  to  Williams  county,  where  he  found 
profitable  employment  at  his  trade,  and  for  about  five  years,  while 
maintaining  his  home  in  this  county,  he  did  more  or  less  work  as 
a collector  for  a Cincinnati  concern,  visiting  divers  sections  of 
Ohio,  Michigan  and  Indiana.  He  resided  in  Montpelier,  this 
county,  for  a number  of  years,  during  which  he  had  charge  of  the 
erection . of  the  buildings  on  the  county  fair  grounds,  and  from 
1865  to  1871  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Laporte,  Ind.,  in  the 
shops  of  the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  In  the 
year  last  mentioned  he  returned  to  Williams  county  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm,  the  homestead  of  his  wife’s  widowed 
mother  and  known  as  the  Mott  place.  The  farm  comprises  eighty 
acres,  and  when  he  came  into  possession  only  seventeen  acres  had 
been  cleared,  but  he  has  developed  the  farm  into  one  of  the  model 
ones  of  the  county,  having  erected  excellent  buildings  and  made 
other  improvements  of  the  highest  grade.  All  the  land  is  re- 
claimed and  under  cultivation  with  the  exception  of  sixteen  acres, 
mainly  covered  with  the  native  maple  trees.  He  has  three  hun- 
dred sugar-maple  trees  on  the  farm  and  manufactures  a very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  maple  sugar  and  syrup  each  year,  finding  a 
ready  market  for  the  products.  For  several  years  he  also  operated 
a sawmill  and  also  a threshing  outfit,  his  enterprising  spirit  leading 
him  to  take  up  ventures  aside  from  his  general  farming  and  stock- 
growing.  Mr.  Fulton  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  in  his  home 
community,  and  for  the  past  three  years  he  has  been  an  incumbent 
of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  while  he  has  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  is  a Democrat  of 
the  Jacksonian  type,  and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  1865  Mr.  Fulton  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Melinda  J.  Mott,  who  was  born  in  Medina 
county,  O.,  being  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  (Strong)  Mott, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  while  their  marriage 
was  solemnized  in  Ohio.  They  were  numbered  among  the  pioneers 
of  Williams  county,  where  Mr.  Mott  died  in  1850,  his  widow  sur- 
viving until  1874.  They  had  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
here  mentioned,  the  others  having  died  in  infancy:  Frank,  a sur- 

veyor by  profession,  died  in  Wisconsin ; Oscar,  who  was  a member 
of  the  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  Civil 
war,  lost  his  right  arm  while  in  battle,  and  died  in  Elkhart,  Ind., 
on  June  28,  1905;  Stephen,  who  was  a member  of  the  Sixty-eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  died  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country;  Elijah  died  in  1861 ; Harriet  died  in  Remus, 
Mich.,  in  1882;  Mrs.  Fulton  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mary 
is  deceased;  and  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Zorn,  of  Elkhart, 
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Ind.  The  following-  record  relates  to  the  six  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fulton:  Cora  M.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Roush,  of  Jefferson 
township,  and  they  have  four  children  living:  Elsie,  Ray,  Clare 
and  Mabel.  Clara  D.  Fulton  is  the  wife  of  Marcus  Dunlap,  of 
Superior  township,  and  they  have  one  child,  Harry  F.  Olive  F. 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Mocherman,  of  Jefferson  township,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Boyd  E.  and  Inez  M.  Ida  B.  is  a stenographer 
by  vocation.  Maurice,  who  .is  employed  as  a bookkeeper  in  a lead- 
ing business  house  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  was  a member  of  the 
First  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  On  September  15,  1904,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Pearl  E.  Nelson,  of  Chicago,  111.  Pearl,  the  youngest  of  the  chil- 
dren, remains  at  the  parental  home.  All  of  the  children  have  been 
afforded  good  educational  advantages  and  have  honored  their 
parents  in  their  later  years. 

WARREN  LEROY  FULTON  was  born  January  9th,  1853,  in 
Pioneer,  Williams  county,  O.  He  is  the  son  of  John  Fulton  and 
Phoebe  Elizabeth  (Doolittle)  Fulton.  John  Fulton  was  the  third 
son  and  fifth  child  of  a family  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  They 
were  Benjamin,  Isabella,,  Peter  Voris,  Rachel  M.,  John,  George, 
William,  Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Lovina.  Each  of  the  ten  chil- 
dren married  and  raised  a family,  some  of  them  quite  large.  Isa- 
bella was  married  to  William  Frisbie;  Rachel  M.  to  Jehial  Moore; 
Catherine  to  Charles  Gay;  Elizabeth  to  Eliab  Eggleston,  and 
Lovina  to  Jesse  Thorp.  All  lived  at  some  time  in  Williams  county 
and  exerted  an  influence  on  its  history.  William  Fulton,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1775,  and,  when 
but  a small  child,  came  with  his  parents  to  America  and  settled  in 
Ohio  where  he  worked  as  a mill-wright.  Here  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Barbara  Voris  of  English-Dutch  descent.  A family  tradition 
relates  that  one  of  her  ancestors,  a young  man  by  the  name  of 
Deafabaugh,  selected  his  wife  from  a shipload  of  women  that  were 
brought  to  Virginia,  paid  her  passage  with  tobacco  and  married 
her.  William  Fulton  and  his  wife  lived  in  Richland  and  Ashland 
counties  until  about  1850,  when  they  and  most  of  the  children 
came  to  Williams  county  and  settled  near  Pioneer.  Phoebe  Eliza- 
beth Doolittle  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Doolittle  and 
Nancy  (Atwater)  Doolittle  and  was  bom  in  Madison  county,  N. 
Y.  Her  father  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1791,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  New  York  state  when  he  was  about  six  years  old. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  traveling  as  an  itinerant  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania.  Among  the  papers  preserved  in  the  family  is  a 
certificate  of  ordination,  signed  by  Francis  Asbury,  and  a certifi- 
cate of  ordination  as  deacon  signed  by  William  McKendree  ;‘t 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  on  July  16,  1814.  While  traveling  as  a minister 
he  met  and  married  Nancy  Atwater,  a school  teacher  who  was 
born  in  Cheshire  township,  New  Haven  county,  Conn.,  a daughter  of 
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Samuel  and  Patience  (Peck)  Atwater.  After  their  marriage  they  lived 
for  a time  in  Madison  county,'  N.  Y.,  where  were  born  Carolina 
M.,  Francis  A.,  Samuel  Atwater,  Phoebe  E.,  and  Benson  E.  With 
the  exception  of  Francis,  who  was  killed  by  a falling  tree,  all  the 
children  were  afterwards  connected  with  Williams  county  his- 
tory. In  the  fall  of  1833  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  with  his  familv  from 
Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Wayne  county,  Mich.,  and  settled  on 
a farm  near  the  village  of  Dearborn.  Here  his  wife  Nancy  died  in 
1845  from  injuries  received  in  a runaway  accident.  In  1848  he 
married  Henrietta  Norris,  a sister  of  P.  W.  Norris,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1849  moved  to  Williams  county  and  bought  land  in  what 
is  now  the  north  part  of  Pioneer.  To  his  second  marriage  was 
born  Charles  W.  Doolittle.  His  second  wife  died  in  1849  and  he 
married  Anna  Burdick  in  1852.  He  continued  to  preach  occasion- 
ally and  many  of  the  older  inhabitants  remember  his  vigorous  ser- 
mons. He  was,  for  his  hearty  support  of  the  government  under 
Lincoln,  a conspicuous  figure  in  the  village  during  the  war,  in 
spite  of  failing  health.  He  died  in  September,  1865.  John  Fulton 
and  Elizabeth  Doolittle  were  married  in  1852  and  had  four  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Warren  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Ida  M.,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Elsie  A.,  the  wife  of  F.  W.  Grannis,  near  Pioneer,  and 
Rolla  E.,  who  married  Clara  Diebely  and  lives  in  Detroit,  Mich. 
In  the  spring  of  1857,  attracted  by  the  glowing  reports  of  the  fer- 
tile prairies  of  Kansas,  John  Fulton,  with  his  family,  removed  to 
that  territory  and  settled  eighteen  miles  south  of  Lawrence,  in  the 
edge  of  Franklin  county,  of  which  he  was  later  chosen  county 
commissioner.  Two  men  lived  near,  who  afterwards  became  noted, 
viz.:  John  Brown,  whose  “body  lies  mould’ring  in  the  tomb,”  and 
Jim  Lane,  afterwards  United  States  senator  from  Kansas.  In  the 
fall  of  i860  the  family  returned  to  Ohio  for  a visit,  driving  through 
with  a horse  and  wagon,  and  camping  out  every  night  but  two  of 
the  five  weeks  required  for  the  journey.  The  passage  through  Illi- 
nois was  made  during  the  most  exciting  time  in  the  presidential 
campaign  that  resulted  in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  prevented  the  return  of  the  family 
to  Kansas,  and  they  again  located  in  Williams  county,  north  of  the 
village  of  Pioneer.  Though  nearly  eight  years  old  on  his  return  to 
Ohio,  Warren  had  never  attended  school.  His  education,  however, 
had  not  been  neglected.  He  was  trained  by  his  mother,  who  had 
been  a school  teacher  before  her  marriage  and  her  ambition  was 
that  her  son  should  teach.  A two-room  school  building  had  been 
built  in  the  village  of  Pioneer  during  the  summer  of  i860  and 
school  was  opened  in  the  early  winter  with  Dr.  Hiner  in  charge 
of  the  “upper  room’'  and  Mary  Ann  Rogers  in  the  “lower  room.*' 
Here  Warren  began  his  school  life  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
Rogers,  and,  in  more  minds  than  his,  there  were  strangelv  and 
inseparably  commingled  the  impressions  made  by  the  personality  of 
the  teachers  with  the  impressions  made  by  the  stirring  incidents 
resulting  from  the  war.  The  war  news,  the  speeches,  the  war 
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meeting's  for  the  enlistment  of  volunteers,  the  martial  music  and 
especially  the  marching  and  training  of  the  soldiers,  all  were 
echoed  in,  and  mingled  with  the  school  life,  and  tended,  no  doubt, 
to  foster  an  intense  love  of  Country  and  develop  an  all-mastering 
desire  to  be  of  service  to  her.  In  1869,  having  practically  com- 
pleted the  work  provided  by  the  school,  he  attended  one  term  in 
Professor  C.  W.  Mycrantz's  school  in  Bryan.  This  increased  his 
desire  for  education.  He  seemed  to  have  inherited  from  both 
father  and  mother  a taste  for  instructive  reading,  and  this  taste 
was  cultivated,  for  the  home  was  always  well  provided  with  the 
best  current  literature  that  the  family  was  able  to  provide.  Be- 
fore he  was  sixteen  he  was  urged  to  take  charge  of  a private  or 
select  school  in  Ransom,  Mich.,  organized  by  a number  of  young 
men  who  had  been  his  schoolmates  at  a select  school  in  Pioneer. 
But  when  he  found  that  the  pupils  were  all  older  than  himself  he 
felt  that  it  would  be  too  much  of  an  undertaking,  and  though  his 
mother  urged  him  to  try  it,  he  declined.  Two  years  later  he 
taught  his  first  term,  in  Amboy  township,  Hillsdale  county,  Mich., 
and  this  was  soon  followed  by  others.  In  1874  he  attended  a term 
of  the  Union  school  in  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  under  Superintendent  Rob- 
ertson. In  1876  he  visited  the  Centennial  Exposition,  going  by 
way  of  Washington  and  returning  through  New  York  City,  up 
the  Hudson  river  and  by  Niagara  Falls.  In  the  fall  of  1877  through 
the  influence  of  his  friend,  Rev.  L.  T.  Clark,  he  was  led  to  enter 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware  and  took  up  the  Nor- 
mal course.  This  he  completed  in  1879.  spending  some  months 
meanwhile  in  charge  of  the  village  schools  of  Larue,  O.,  where  he 
returned  for  the  year  ’yq-’So.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  McCarty,  daughter  of  Owen  and  Nancy  (Gibbeny)  Mc- 
Carty, the  latter  Mr.  McCarty's  second  wife.  Mr.  McCarty  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Northwestern  Ohio.  He  was  born  in 
1 81 1 in  New  Jersey,  near  the  Delaware  river.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  but  a child  and  his  mother  moved  to  Detroit,  Mich. 
Here  he  married  Phila  Ann  Norris,  a sister  to  P.  W.  Norris,  and 
in  the  40's  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  settled  on  his  land  in 
Bridgewater  township.  Four  daughters  were  born  to  this  first 
wife,  viz.,  Hannah,  wife  of  Dan  Gibbeny;  Annette,  wife  of  J.  C. 
Blackford;  Emily,  wife  of  Morrison  Osborn,  and  Marriettc,  wife  ot 
Chris  Howald.  Mr.  McCarty’s  first  wife  died  about  1850  and  in 
1852  he  married  Nancy  Gibbeny.  They  had  two  daughters  and  a 
son.  The  son  died  in  infancy.  The  younger  daughter,  Cora,  was 
married  to  C.  V.  Moats,  and  died  in  1891,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Cora  Floy  Moats.  Immediately  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Fulton  went  to  Delaware,  ().,  when  he  again  took  up  college 
work,  entering  the  sophomore  class  and  teaching  some  college 
classes,  thus  lightening  expenses  and  at  the  same  time  gaining 
valuable  experience.  Mrs.  Fulton  meanwhile  continued  her  studies 
with  the  piano.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the  principalship  of  the 
schools  of  Pioneer,  O.,  a position  which  he  held  for  five  years. 
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While  there  their  daughter  Mildred  was  born.  His  father,  John 
Fulton,  died  in  1882  and  his  father-in-law,  Owen  McCarty,  in 
1885.  In  1886  he  was  again  elected  principal  of  the  Larue  school, 
but  resigned  before  the  close  of  the  year  and  accepted  a position 
in  the  general  merchandise  store  of  A.  C.  Marshall,  in  Pioneer,  O. 
This  position  he  left  in  the  fall  of  1888  to  re-enter  school  work  at 
Montpelier,  O.,  being  assigned  to  the  charge  of  the  grammar  room 
under  the  superintendency  of  E.  M.  Counsellor,  and  on  the  resig- 
nation of  the  latter  in  1889  he  was  chosen  superintendent.  This 
position  he  held  for  five  years.  While  employed  there  their  son 
Vincent  was  born.  There  also  in  1891  his  mother  died.  In  the  fall 
of  1894  he  decided  to  return  to  college  and  complete  his  course. 
This  he  succeeded  in  doing  in  one  year  and  was  graduated  in  1895 
as  one  of  the  seventeen  “honor  men”  in  a class  of  ninety-nine  mem- 
bers. While  teaching  at  Larue  he  had  been  before  the  state  board 
of  school  examiners  and  had  received  a certificate  of  the  highest 
grade,  authorizing  him  for  life  to  teach  in  any  public  school  in  the 
State.  In  the  fall  of  1895  secured  a position  as  instructor  in  the 
Normal  department  of  Michael’s  University  in  Logansport,  Ind. 
He  remained  but  one  year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1896  became  superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  of  Clyde,  O.,  a position  which  he  held  until 
1900  when  he  returned  to  Williams  county  and  took  charge  of  the 
Alvordton  school,  where  he  is  now  serving  his  sixth  year.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  work  in  the  public  schools  he  has  been  a diligent 
worker  in  church  and  Sunday  school,  se.ving  many  years  as 
superintendent.  He  was  also  for  three  years  a member  of  the 
county  board  of  school  examiners  and  has  served  several  terms  as 
president  of  the  county  teachers’  associations.  In  the  spring  of 
1903  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  village  of  Alvordton. 

EDWARD  GAUDERN,  prosecuting  attorney  of  Williams 
county,  O.,  was  born  in  Pioneer  of  that  county  on  December  10, 
1867.  He  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Lucia  R.  (Pitts)  Gaudern.  The 
Gaudern  family  is  of  Norman  stock.  The  first  of  the  family  to  take 
up  his  abode  in  the  United  States,  however,  came  from  England. 
He  was  Richard  Gaudern,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  England, 
where  he  followed  the  calling  of  lace  making.  He  came  to  America 
during  the  late  twenties  or  the  early  thirties  of  the  last  century 
ar.d  located  first  in  New  York  State.  In  1835  he  came  West  to 
Coshocton  county,  O.,  and  five  years  later  to  Williams  county, 
where  he  purchased  a tract  of  land  and  carried  on  farming  for 
many  years.  He  became  in  time  one  of  the  leading  and  influential 
citizens  of  the  county  and  served  as  a trustee  of  his  township.  He 
was  an  Abolitionist  and  a “conductor”  on  the  “Underground  Rail- 
road” which  assisted  many  a slave  on  his  way  to  Canada  and  free- 
dom. After  coming  to  the  United  States  he  married  Miss  Abigail 
Stewart,  the  grandmother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a daughter 
of  Solomon  W.  Stewart,  a distinguished  man  and  noted  educator, 
who  for  forty  years  taught  school  in  and  near  the  city  of  Hudson, 
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N.  Y.  He  was  a native  of  Scotland,  belonging  to  a prominent 
family  of  that  country.  He  came  to  America  as  a British  soldier, 
was  captured  by  the  Colonial  troops  and  afterwards  became  a 
loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States.  To  Richard  Gaudern  and  wife 
the  following  children  were  born  • William;  Catherine,  the  wife  of 
Judge  Martin  Perkey;  Mrs.  Abigail  Champion;  Mrs.  Theodosia 
Graves,  and  Richard,  the  father  of  Edward  Gaudern.  Dr.  Richard 
Gaudern  was  for  more  than  forty  years  a prominent  and  successful 
physician  of  Pioneer,  Williams  county,  and  was  closely  identified 
with  the  development  of  the  county.  He  was  born  on  July  26, 
1832,  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Wil- 
liams county  in  1840.  He  attended  the  common  schools  during  his 
youth  and  in  1851  began  the  study  of  medicine.  The  next  two 
years  he  attended  medical  lectures  in  Cincinnati,  and  in  1853  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Jonas 
H.  Roe,  his  preceptor.  Two  years  later  he  opened  an  office  in 
Pioneer,  where  he  practiced  continuously  until  his  death  in  May, 
1904.  In  1868  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  entered  Bellevue 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1873.  From  that 
time  on  the  Doctor  gave  all  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  He  was  a progressive  and  public  spirited  man, 
and  contributed  largely  to  the  building  up  and  the  development  of 
the  community.  He  was  popular  with  the  people,  who  fully  appre- 
ciated his  worth  and  ability,  and  he  always  enjoyed  the  esteem  of 
the  public  in  a full  measure.  Dr.  Gaudern  was  always  a Republi- 
can, casting  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  John  C.  Fremont  for  president. 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  first  Republican  Congressional  conven- 
tion held  in  the  district  and  was  many  times  a delegate  to  state 
and.  county  conventions.  In  religious  matters  he  was  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  1857  he  married  Miss 
Lucinda  Pennell,  a daughter  of  Rev.  Abram  Pennell,  of  New  York 
State,  a well-known  and  prominent  Adventist  minister,  who  dis- 
sented from  the  Wesleyan  faith.  One  child  was  born  to  this  union 
and  that  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Mrs.  Gaudern  having  died 
in  1862,  the  doctor  during  the  following  year  married  Miss  Lucia 
R.  Pitts,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Pitts,  an  influential  and  successful  farmer.  She  died  in 
1870,  leaving  three  children,  as  follows:  Abigail  S.,  Edward  and 
Bessie.  Abigail  S.  was  a graduate  of  the  scientific  course  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  in  the  class  of  1895,  and  died  in  the  spring 
of  1903;  Bessie  is  now  in  Florida.  In  1874  Dr.  Gaudern  married 
Mrs.  Mary  J.  Gross,  the  daughter  of  John  Kelley,  a woolen  manu- 
facturer, who  came  to  Williams  county  from  Huron  county,  O.  Ed- 
ward Gaudern  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town  and  received  his 
early  education  in  the  graded  schools  of  Pioneer.  He  afterwards 
entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  and  graduated  from  that 
institution  with  the  class  of  1893.  He  then  began  the  study  of  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1895.  Soon  after  his  admission  to 
the  bar  he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Bryan  and  has  been  located 
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there  ever  since.  In  1901  lie  received  the  nomination  of  the  Repub- 
lican  party  for  the  position  of  prosecuting  attorney  of  Williams 
county  and  was  triumphantly  elected  at  the  ensuing  November 
election.  So  satisfactory  was  his  administration  of  that  office  that 
in  1904  he  was  nominated  and  at  the  election  following  received  the 
highest  vote  and  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a candidate  for 
that  office  in  Williams  county.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  other  incumbent  of  the  prosecutor’s 
office  in  Williams  county  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  perform 
more  important  duties  than  has  Mr.  Gaudern.  Aside  from  the 
usual  official  duties,  it  has  fallen  to  him  to  conduct  the  prosecutions 
of  the  famous  firebugs.  So  successful  has  Mr.  Gaudern  been  and  so 
painstaking  in  his  work,  that  up  to  date  not  one  of  the  men  accused 
of  arson  has  been  acquitted.  O11  April  15,  1897,  Mr.  Gaudern  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cora  Patton,  who  was  born  in  High- 
land county,  O.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Marjorie 
(Moore)  Patton.  She  is  a graduate  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity of  the  class  of  1895.  Mr.  Gaudern  is  identified  with  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  with  his  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  Edward  Gaudern  and  wife.  They  are:  Lucia,  born  in  1898; 
James,  born  in  1901,  and  Bruce,  born  in  1902. 

WILLIAM  GAUSE,  one  of  the  prominent  young  citizens  and 
business  men  of  Montpelier,  O.,  and  until  very  recently  proprietor 
of  the  Gause  House,  the  leading  hotel  and  restaurant  of  the  town, 
was  born  at  Bloomingdale,  Allen  county,  Ind.,  just  across  the  river 
from  Ft.  Wayne,  on  October  23,  1871.  He  is  the  son  of  George  and 
Catherine  (Corder)  Gause,  the  former  a native  of  Circleville,  Picka- 
way county,  O.,  and  the  latter  of  Wabash  county,  Ind.  His  grand- 
father, John  C.  Gause,  was  a native  of  Hamburg,  Germany,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  while  still  a boy.  in  1831,  locating  first  in 
Pennsylvania  and  afterwards  at  Dayton,  O.  When  the  Pittsburg, 
Ft.  Wayne  & Chicago  Railway  was  being  built  he  secured  the  con- 
tract for  grading  the  roadbed  and  laying  the  ties  from  Ft.  Wayne  to 
Chicago.  After  securing  this  contract  he  removed  from  Dayton, 
O.,  to  a farm  adjoining  the  outskirts  of  Ft.  Wayne,  where  he  made 
his  headquarters  while  the  contract  was  under  way.  The  extent  of 
the  contract  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  employed  be- 
tween five  hundred  and  six  hundred  men  during  the  entire  time. 
After  successful  completion  of  the  railway  he  retired  from  railroad 
contracting  and  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  other  kinds  of  work, 
finally  settling  down  on  his  farm.  Later  he  removed  to  LaOtto, 
Noble  county,  Ind.,  where  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  a position 
that  he  held  until  his  death  in  1902.  His  wife  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many, who  emigrated  to  America  when  twenty  years  old.  She  died 
in  1889.  The  following  children  were  born  to  these  parents: 
George;  Christian;  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  Wert;  Katie,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Pfeffer,  and  Philip.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject 
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of  this  sketch  was  Griffin  Corder,  born  in  Circleville  in  1803,  whose 
ancestors  came  from  Germany  to  America  in  a very  early  day,  set- 
tling first  in  Pennsylvania  and  afterwards  removing  to  Ohio.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Corder,  a first  cousin.  From  Circleville  they  re- 
moved to  Wabash  county,  Ind.,  where  both  died,  the  former  in 
1881  and  the  latter  a year  later.  These  children  were  born  to  them: 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  Zack  Young;  Catherine,  the  mother  of  William 
Cause;  William;  and  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Sam  Jones.  George  Gause 
was  born  on  the  old  Hanna  farm,  on  the  outskirts  of  Ft.  Wayne, 
in  1843.  He  was  a civil  engineer  by  profession,  and  did  much  rail- 
road work,  the  last  being  the  contract  to  set  the  stakes  for  the  old 
Eel  River  railroad,  a contract  completed  twenty-eight  years  ago. 
He  then  removed  to  Roan,  Ind.,  where  he  and  his  wife,  born  in 
1851,  are  still  living,  and  where  he  for  a time  was  engaged  in  the 
milling  business.  To  these  parents  there  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  still  living.  They  are:  William;  Mary,  still 

at  home;  Bert,  a resident  of  Montpelier;  Lessie,  the  wife  of  Wallie 
Wert,  railroad  agent  at  Roan,  and  Everett,  hotel  man  at  Danville, 
111.  William  Gause  grew  to  manhood  at  Roan,  Ind.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  the  daytime  and  worked  in  his  father’s 
saw  mill  at  night.  His  first  independent  work  was  in  ditch  con- 
tracting, at  which  he  made  sufficient  money  to  carry  him  through 
a two  years’  apprenticeship  at  the  miller  trade.  After  working  at 
his  trade  for  one  year  in  Wabash,  Ind.,  upon  the  advice  of  his 
physician,  he  quit  the  business  altogether  and  turned  his  attention 
to  bridge  building  on  the  Wabash  railroad.  He  followed  this  avo- 
cation for  three  years,  restoring  his  lungs  to  a healthy  condition. 
In  1899  he  bought  what  was  then  known  as  Perry's  restaurant, 
located  at  the  Wabash  depot,  Montpelier.  This  business  was  a 
limited  one  and  carried  on  in  a small  building.  In  1901  he  began 
and  completed  the  “Gause  House.”  This  building  has  fifty  rooms, 
besides  a large  dining  room  and  a convenient  lunch  room.  Both  the 
hotel  business  and  the  restaurant  proved  very  profitable.  From  the 
original  investment  of  $600  upon  coming  to  Montpelier,  Mr.  Gause 
developed  a property  worth  fully  $15,000,  and  all  of  this  was  ac- 
complished in  five  years.  In  1903,  he  began  to  build  a hotel  and 
restaurant  at  Danville,  111.,  but  before  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ing it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a loss  to  him  of  $4,000.  His 
brother  and  he  then  formed  a partnership  and  built  the  “Gause 
House,”  a railroad  restaurant  and  hotel,  in  that  city,  which,  under 
the  management  of  his  brother  Everett,  has  proved  a very  profit- 
able venture.  Mr.  Gause  owns  property  at  Roan  and  at  Hamilton 
and  Wausee  Lakes,  Ind.,  well  known  summer  resorts.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1905,  Mr.  Gause  sold  his  hotel  property  at  Montpelier,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  construction  of  a large  summer  resort  hotel 
at  Hamilton,  Ind.,  upon  a beautiful  island  in  the  lake  at  that  place. 
He  however  retains  his  residence  at  Montpelier.  He  was  the  first 
man  in  Montpelier  to  put  down  cement  walks.  In  the  affairs  of 
the  Odd  Fellow  and  Pythian  organizations  lie  has  always  taken  an 
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active  part.  On  September  25,  1898,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Grace 
D.  Stone,  who  was  born  on  the  old  Slocum  farm  in  Wabash  county, 
Ind.,  February  16,  1878,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Elias  F.  and  Mary 
A.  (Matlock)  Stone,  the  former  being  a twin  brother  of  Guy  Stone, 
superintendent  of  the  Bluffton,  Ind.,  electric  light  works. 

SIMEON  GILLIS,  ex-auditor  of  Williams  county  and  promi- 
nent and  highly  successful  in  the  insurance  business  at  Bryan,  was 
born  near  Iberia,  Morrow  county,  O.,  on  May  2,  1842.  He  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Jane  (McLaren)  Gillis,  the  former  a native  of 
Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  William  Gillis  was  born  in  Harri- 
son county,  O.,  on  May  11,  1813.  He  grew  to  manhood  there,  re- 
ceiving such  education  as  the  common  schools  of  that  early  day  af- 
forded, and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  removed  to  Morrow 
county,  where  he  began  life  as  a farmer.  He  remained  in  Morrow 
county  until  1845  and  then  removed  to  Williams  county,  where  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Florence  township,  where  he  estab- 
lished a domicile  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  soon  became  a leading  citizen  of  the  community 
and  lived  to  a ripe  old  age,  always  enjoying  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  public  affairs  he  took  a patriotic  interest 
and  assisted  all  projects  that  had  in  view  the  betterment  of  the 
community.  He  was  a zealous  Christian  gentleman  and  affiliated 
with  the  Presbyterian  church.  On  December  24,  1835,  he  was 
wedded  in  Morrow  county  to  Miss  Jane  McLaren,  whose  parents 
came  to  Richland  county  about  the  same  time  that  his  parents  came 
there.  To  this  union  the  following  children  were  born : Martha  E. 
(deceased),  one  of  the  early  school  teachers  of  Williams  county, 
who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years;  Rebecca  M., 
the  wife  of  Samuel  A.  Young,  now  a farmer  of  Northwest  township, 
Williams  county;  Eliza  J.,  wife  of  John  W.  Van  Fossen,  now  living 
at  Orland,  Ind.;  Simeon;  James  F.,  who  enlisted  in  the  fall  of  1862 
in  Company  K,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  and  died  in 
1863  from  a disease  contracted  in  the  service;  William  M.,  who 
died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Carpenter,  now  a resident  of  Montpelier,  O. ; Alexander  C., 
a farmer  of  Orland,  Ind. ; Rhoda  L.,  now  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Brooks,  of 
Nebraska,  and  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Mr. 
Gillis  died  April  30,  1889,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1903.  Simeon 
Gillis  was  but  three  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Will- 
iams county,  and  at  the  paternal  home  in  Florence  township  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  education  in  the  pioneer  schools 
of  that  day,  and  in  a commercial  college,  at  Flint,  Mich.  The  Civil 
war  had  been  in  progress  but  a few  months,  when,  on  October  22, 
1861,  as  a boy  of  nineteen  years  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Com- 
pany K,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  With  his  regiment 
he  went  into  camp,  first  at  Napoleon  and  later  at  Camp  Chase,  O. 
The  winter  was  spent  in  drilling  and  in  other  preparations  for  the 
hard  campaigns  that  were  to  come.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1862, 
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upon  the  Sunday  previous  to  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  his  regi- 
ment left  the  Buckeye  capital  and  reached  the  front  in  time  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  battle  above  mentioned.  Simeon  Gillis  took  part 
with  his  command  in  the  operations  that  followed.  From  there  the 
regiment  marched  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  where  during  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  it  guarded  the  division  camp.  In  the  operations  around 
Corinth  the  Sixty-eighth  was  constantly  engaged  in  building 
bridges,  roads  and  entrenchments  and,  after  the  evacuation,  in 
guarding  railroad  lines  and  bridges.  Then  it  was  actively  engaged 
in  General  Grant’s  Mississippi  campaign  in  the  fall  of  1862.  At 
Metamora  the  regiment  was  complimented  in  general  orders  for 
gallantry.  The  regiment  took  part  in  the  expedition  to  penetrate 
Mississippi  as  far  as  Water  Valley  and  then  returned  to  Memphis, 
where  the  remainder  of  the  winter  was  spent.  In  the  spring  of  1863 
his  regiment  worked  on  various  canals  in  Louisiana,  and  on  April 
10  moved  to  Milliken’s  Bend,  where  for  a time  it  worked  on  mili- 
tary roads.  On  April  23,  with  the  rest  of  the  army  the  regiment 
began  its  march  around  Vicksburg,  crossing  swamps,  bayous  and 
swollen  streams,  and  on  May  1 crossed  the  Mississippi  river  at 
Bruinsburg,  La.,  and  after  a forced  march  arrived  on  the  battlefield 
while  the  battle  of  Thompson’s  Hill  was  in  progress.  After  taking 
part  in  the  battles  of  Raymond  and  Jackson  the  regiment  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Champion  Hill,  which  was  destined  to  be  the 
end  of  the  military  career  of  Simeon  Gillis.  Early  in  ths  engage- 
ment he  was  wounded,  a minnie  ball  piercing  his  left  leg,  making 
necessary  the  amputation  of  that  limb  below  the  knee.  He  lay  on 
the  battlefield  from  shortly  after  noon  until  sundown,  when  he  was 
conveyed  to  the  field  hospital,  where  ten  days  later,  on  May  26,  he 
was  taken  prisoner.  On  June  24  he  was  released  and  then  remained 
in  the  hospital  in  Memphis  until  December  of  that  year,  when  he 
received  his  final  discharge.  He  then  returned  to  Williams  county, 
maimed  and  incapacitated  for  any  kind  of  physical  work.  In  the 
fall  of  1866  he  received  the  nomination  of  the  Republican  party  for 
county  auditor  and  was  successful  at  the  polls.  In  1868  he  was  re- 
elected and  again  in  1871.  As  the  result  of  a legislative  act,  chang- 
ing the  time  of  taking  office,  the  period  of  eight  months  was  added 
to  his  second  term,  making  his  incumbency  of  that  office  six  years 
and  eight  months.  In  1875  ^le  engaged  in  the  saw  mill  and  lumber 
business,  which  he  conducted  successfully  for  two  years.  Then  he 
associated  with  himself  Charles  A.  Bowersox  and  A.  W.  Killits  and 
bought  the  Bryan  Press.  After  one  year  Mr.  Killits  withdrew  and 
Mr.  Bowersox  sold  his  interest  to  Elisha  M.  Ogle,  and  the  firm  of 
Gillis  & Ogle  successfully  conducted  the  paper  for  several  years, 
when  Mr.  Gillis  became  the  sole  proprietor.  In  1889  he  sold  the 
plant  to  Letcher  & Roe  and  retired  from  the  newspaper  business. 
Soon  after  he  entered  the  insurance  field  and  also  became. a pension 
attorney  and  now  has  a fairly  remunerative  business  at  Bryan.  On 
July  7.  1870,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Myra  Ball,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Phoebe  (Wright)  Ball,  old  residents  of 
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Williams  county.  To  this  marriage  there  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows : Ethel,  now  employed  by  the  American  Hay  Com- 
pany at  Townley,  N.  J. ; Faie,  the  wife  of  Omar  L.  Spangler, 
manager  of  the  Bryan  Independent  Telephone  Company;  Harlan 
W.,  manager  of  the  Shelbyville  (Ky.),  telephone  plant;  Donna, 
at  home.  Mr.  Gillis  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

JEROME  D.  GLEASON  was  a native  of  Williams  county  and  a 
member  of  one  of  its  representative  pioneer  families,  while  it  was 
his  to  leave  an  unblemished  record  as  a patriot,  as  a loyal  citizen  and 
as  a reliable  and  progressive  business  man.  He  served  during  prac- 
tically the  entire  course  of  the  Civil  war,  after  the  close  of  which  he 
identified  himself  with  the  business  interests  of  the  city  of  Bryan, 
being  one  of  its  prominent  merchants  and  influential  and  honored  citi- 
zens at  the  time  of  his  death,  on  the  ioth  of  September,  1900.  His 
life  was  cut  short  by  a pitiable  accident,  as  he  was  killed  by  a train 
while  crossing  the  tracks  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern 
railroad.  Mr.  Gleason  was  born  on  the  pioneer  homestead,  in  Pulaski 
township,  Williams  county,  O.,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1839,  being  a son 
of  Philetus  S.  and  Jane  (Douglass)  Gleason,  who  were  early  settlers 
in  the  county,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  their  death.  He 
was  reared  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm,  aiding  in  its  reclamation 
and  cultivation,  while  his  educational  advantages  were  very  limited, 
owing  to  the  exigencies  of  time  and  place.  He  had  just  attained  to 
his  legal  majority  when  the  dark  cloud  of  Civil  war  cast  its  pah  over 
the  national  firmament,  and  he  was  among  the  first  to  tender  his  aid 
in  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  which  menaced  the  integrity  of  the 
nation.  O11  the  1st  of  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  H,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  a term  of 
“three  years  or  during  the  war.”  The  history  of  the  famous  old 
Thirty-eighth  Ohio  is  practically  the  record  of  Mr.  Gleason’s  military 
career,  since  he  was  with  his  command  during  its  entire  period  of 
service.  The  regiment  proceeded  to  Camp  Dennison,  at  Columbus, 
where  it  received  its  equipment  and  was  given  preliminary  tactical 
discipline.  In  October  it  was  sent  into  the  field,  in  Kentucky,  en- 
camping first  at  Nicholasville,  where  it  remained  two  weeks,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  it  was  ordered  forward  on  a forced  march  of 
sixty  miles  to  the  relief  of  Wild  Cat,  that  state.  Thereafter,  after 
pursuing  and  defeating  the  enemy  on  several  occasions,  the  command 
went  into  winter  quarters  at  Somerset,  Ky.  The  winter  proved  a 
very  trying  one  in  the  camp,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  illness,  and 
at  one  time  less  than  three  hundred  out  of  the  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  men  were  available  for  active  duty.  In  March,  1862,  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  shortly  afterward  became 
concerned  in  the  campaign  through  the  middle  part  of  that  state. 
Within  the  months  of  April  and  May  it  participated  in  the  siege  of 
Corinth,  pursued  Beauregard  to  Bonneville  and  returned  to  Corinth. 
I11  June  the  regiment  marched  to  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  and  in  August  to 
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Winchester,  Tenn.,  after  which  followed  the  terrible  march  from 
Chattanooga  to  the  Ohio  river.  After  the  battle  of  Chaplin  Hill,  Ky., 
the  command  was  identified  with  the  campaign  work  in  that  state, 
and  on  the  27th  of  October  went  into  camp  at  Rolling  Fork.  From 
this  point  was  made  another  march  to  Nashville,  and  for  a time  the 
Thirty-eighth  Ohio  guarded  the  railroad  between  that  city  and  Galla- 
tin, while  in  September  it  took  part  in  the  sanguinary  battle  of  Stone 
River.  Thereafter  it  was  stationed  near  Murfreesboro  until  March, 
1863,  when  it  moved  to  Triune  and  constructed  Fort  Phelps.  There- 
after it  was  actively  concerned  in  the  Tullahoma  campaign,  and  in 
August  the  entire  corps  of  which  it  was  a part  proceeded  over  the 
Cumberland  mountains,  crossing  the  Tennessee  river  at  Shell  Mound, 
and  thence  moving  onward  over  Lookout  and  Raccoon  mountains  to 
the  Lookout  valley,  where  were  made  immediate  preparations  for 
battle.  The  Thirty-eighth  Ohio,  under  special  order  from  General 
Thomas,  was  then  charged  with  the  guarding  of  the  transit  to  Chat- 
tanooga of  the  supply  train  of  the  entire  army,  and  by  reason  of  this 
detail  it  escaped  the  memorable  battle  of  Chickamauga.  At  the  assault 
on  Mission  Ridge  the  regiment,  in  the  face  of  terrific  cannon  fire, 
moved  to  the  very  summit  of  the  ridge,  at  the  cost  of  seven  men 
killed  and  forty-one  wounded.  Thereafter  it  pursued  the  enemy  to 
Ringgold.  Ga.,  after  which  it  returned  to  Chattanooga  and  veteran- 
ized, its  members  being  given  a furlough  of  thirty  days.  This  period 
was  one  of  exceptional  nature  for  the  Williams  county  members  of 
the  regiment,  who  were  received  in  their  home  county  with  the 
utmost  enthusiasm  and  rejoicing,  being  deluged  with  marks  of  pop- 
ular esteem,  including  banquets,  speeches,  toasts,  flowers,  etc.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  furlough  they  reported  at  Ringgold,  Ga.,  where  the 
depleted  ranks  of  the  regiment  were  raised  to  seven  hundred  and 
forty-one  men,  after  which  the  command  again  faced  the  stern  reali- 
ties of  warfare,  most  of  the  members  being  seasoned  veterans,  as  was 
Mr.  Gleason.  In  May,  1864,  the  regiment  took  part  in  several  skir- 
mishes about  Buzzard  Roost  Gap  and  its  fortifications,  nearly  in  the 
rear  of  Resaca,  losing  several  in  killed  and  wounded.  It  took  an 
active  part  in  the  siege  of  Kenesaw  Mountain:  marched,  in  July,  to 
the  Chattahoochie  river ; established  the  picket  line  of  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps  near  Atlanta ; and  early  in  August  moved  to  Mav  creek. 
After  various  expeditions  the  regiment,  with  the  entire  brigade, 
assaulted  the  enemy's  works  at  Jonesboro,  making  a desperate  fight 
and  meeting  with  the  appalling  loss  of  forty-two  killed  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  wounded,  out  of  a total  of  three  hundred  and  sixty 
men  engaged.  All  of  the  superior  officers  having  been  either  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  early  part  of  this  engagement,  Mr.  Gleason,  as  third 
duty  sergeant,  commanded  the  company  to  the  close  of  the  battle, 
and  for  this  noteworthy  service  was  declared  by  his  comrades  to  be 
worthy  of  promotion.  After  the  battle  there  were  but  two  men  in 
the  company  able  to  stack  arms  and  answer  the  roll  call,  and  one  of 
these  was  Mr.  Gleason,  who  had  been  in  the  very  thick  of  the  fray. 
After  pursuing  Hood  for  a considerable  distance,  the  regiment  re- 
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joined  the  Union  forces  at  Atlanta  and  thence  accompanied  General 
Sherman  on  the  ever-memorable  march  to  the  sea  After  doing  pro- 
vost duty  at  Milledgeville,  the  regiment  destroyed  the  bridge  across 
the  big  Ogeechec,  and  on  December  21,  1864.  went  into  camp  near 
Savannah,  Ga.  The  following  spring  it  participated  in  the  campaign 
through  the  Carolinas,  and  after  the  surrender  of  General  Lee,  Mr. 
Gleason  proceeded  with  his  regiment  to  the  national  capital,  where 
they  participated  in  the  Grand  Review.  From  Washington  Mr. 
Gleason  was  ordered  with  his  company  to  Texas,  but  while  they 
were  en  route  the  order  was  countermanded,  the  men  receiving  their 
discharge  from  the  service  on  the  5th  of  July,  1865,  at  Louisville,  Ky: 
Soon  after  his  return  to  his  home,  in  Williams  county,  Mr.  Gleason  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  grocery  business  in  Bryan,  his  headquarters 
having  been  in  the  old  Denny  building,  on  the  north  side  of  the  public 
square.  Two  years  later  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Joseph  B. 
Jones,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jones  & Gleason,  and  for  the  ensuing 
fifteen  years  they  controlled  a large  business  in  the  buying  and  ship- 
ping of  produce.  In  1885  Mr.  Gleason  again  engaged  in  the  grocery 
trade,  in  Bryan,  being  identified  with  this  enterprise  until  his  death 
and  having  built  up  an  excellent  business,  which  has  since  been  con- 
tinued by  his  sons.  On  the  2d  of  November,  1865,  Mr.  Gleason  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Newman,  who  survives  him,  as  do 
their  five  children,  namely : Harry  N.,  who  is  now  a resident  of  the 
state  of  Washington;  Fred  S.,  who  is  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Gleason  Brothers,  successors  to  the  business  of  his  father;  Vera  E., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Robson,  of  West  Unity,  this  country;  Olen 
W.,  who  is  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Gleason  Brothers;  and  George 
B.,  who  is  employed  in  the  store  of  his  brothers.  Jerome  D.  Gleason 
was  signally  public-spirited  in  his  attitude  and  the  interests  of  his  home 
city  and  county  lay  close  to  his  heart,  while  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  he  commanded  the  unequivocal  confidence  and  esteem  of  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

SYDNEY  AT.  GLEASON,  a prominent  retired  merchant  of  Bryan, 
is  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  Williams 
county,  O.  Luther  Gleason,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America, 
was  born  in  Wales  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  early  man- 
hood. He  located  in  the  state  of  New  York,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming,  and  where  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lydia  Ryder, 
a native  of  Connecticut.  Philetus  S.  Gleason,  the  son  of  Luther  and 
Lydia  (Ryder)  Gleason,  was  born  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  June 
24.  1814.  He  grew  to  manhood  there,  receiving  a common  school 
education,  and  at  an  early  age  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  cabinet 
maker’s  trade.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  however,  he  left  the  haunts 
of  his  boyhood  and  removed  to  Williams  county.  O.,  where  he  entered 
a tract  of  land  in  Springfield  township,  and  began  life  as  a pioneer 
settler  in  a locality  which  was  then  still  in  a state  of  nature.  I11  addi- 
tion to  the  arduous  labors  incident  to  the  clearing  of  a farm,  he  worked 
at  his  trade  whenever  opportunity  afforded.  After  a residence  of  two 
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years  in  Springfield  township  he  removed  to  Pulaski  township,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  the  fall  of  1S65.  when  he  moved  to  Bryan, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death  in  1891.  On  September  13,  1835,  he 
was  married  in  New  York  to  Miss  Jane  Douglass,  who  died  April  29, 
1854.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  six  children:  George 
B.,  a resident  for  many  years  of  Toledo,  where  he  died;  Jerome  D., 
deceased;  Letty  J.,  the  wife  of  Frank  Teeter  of  New  York  State; 
Sydney  M.,  of  Bryan ; Emily,  deceased ; and  Alfred,  deceased.  On 
March  1,  1855,  Mr.  Gleason  was  wedded  to  Mrs.  Mary  McNary,  nee 
Bostater.  To  this  marriage  three  children  were  born,  of  whom  only 
one  is  living.  Their,  names  follow:  Emma  F.,  deceased;  Charles  E., 
deceased ; and  Alvin  Frank,  a resident  of  Toledo,  O.  Sydney  M.  Glea- 
son, the  son  of  Philetus  S.  and  Jane  (Douglass)  Gleason,  was  born 
in  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  August  2.  1842,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  In 
1861,  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  removed  to  the  state  of 
New  York  and  began  life  as  a farmer.  Those  were  stirring  times, 
however,  and  to  the  patriotic  youth  the  pursuits  of  a farmer  were 
not  attractive  when  his  country’s  life  was  in  danger.  Therefore,  on 
August  18,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  New  York  volunteer  infantry.  His  company  was  detached 
from  the  regiment  and  detailed  to  guard  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road and  to  arrest  deserters  until  the  latter  part  of  1863,  when  they 
joined  the  Ninth  army  corps  under  General  Burnside,  and  in  1864 
engaged  in  the  Eastern  campaign  under  General  Grant.  Mr.  Gleason 
participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  on  May  6,  1864,  was 
seriously  wounded,  receiving  a minie-ball  in  the  left  hip.  He  was 
sent  to  Fredericksburg,  where  he  obtained  such  aid  as  the  circum- 
stances permitted,  and  after  remaining  there  for  twenty  days  he  was 
transferred  to  Washington.  He  remained  in  the  Capital  City  until 
December  15,  1864,  when  he  was  discharged  for  disability.  Returning 
to  New  York  in  January,  1865.  he  was  elected  door-keeper  of  the 
New  York  house  of  representatives  for  one  session.  Then  he  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  soon  thereafter  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Bryan  in  company  with  his  brother,  Jerome  D.  This  partnership  was 
dissolved  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  when  Mr.  Gleason  began 
clerking  in  a hardware  store.  In  1870  he  embarked  in  the  hardware 
business  in  partnership  with  D.  C.  Baxter,  and  for  many  years  the 
firm  of  Gleason  & Baxter  operated  one  of  the  leading  hardware  stores 
in  the  county.  Sydney.  M.  Gleason  is  a Republican,  and  with  his 
family  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  On  May  3,  1866,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Shorthill,  the  daughter  of  James 
Shorthill,  deceased,  who  had  settled  in  Williams  county  in  an  early 
day.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gleason  there  were  born  three  children,  whose 
names  follow : Ora,  deceased ; Bertha,  the  wife  of  Edward  Henning 

of  Bryan,  and  Claire,  now  Mrs.  Ray  Straight  of  Bryan.  Mrs.  Glea- 
son died  on  November  27,  1900. 
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CHRISTIAN  D.  GOELTZENLEUCHTER,  a highly  respected 
farmer  of  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  of  German  de- 
scent. Hispaternalgrandfathcrwas  Christian  Goeltzenleuchter,  a native 
of  Bavaria,  Germany,  where  he  died.  His  paternal  grandmother  was 
Catherine  (Deihl)  Goeltzenleuchter,  also  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  Henry  and  Catherine  (Gilbert)  Shae- 
fer,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in 
Stark  county,  O.,  in  1837,  where  he  died  in  1844,  and  his  widow,  sur- 
viving him  twelve  years,  died  in  DeKalb  county,  Ind.  The  parents  of 
Christian  D.  Goeltzenleuchter  were  Philip  R.  and  Dorotha  (Shaefer) 
Goeltzenleuchter,  both  natives  of  Pirmasens,  Bavaria,  Germany.  They 
were  married  in  their  native  country  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1837,  locating  near  Waynesburg,  Stark  county,  where  they  resided  for 
seven  years  and  then  removed  to  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county, 
settling  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  brought 
to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat  and  with 
his  wife  a member  of  the  German  Baptist  church.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  five  sons  and  two 
daughters  are  still  living.  He  died  on  his  farm  December  3,  1872, 
aged  sixty-two  years.  Christian  D.  Goeltzenleuchter  was  reared  on 
a farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  county.  At  the 
age  of  five  years  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Williams  county  and  has 
lived  there  ever  since.  While  he  learned  and  followed  for  some  time 
the  carpenter  trade,  he  has  made  farming  his  principal  occupation. 
On  his  farm  of  fifty-three  acres  he  lives  a happy  and  contented  life. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  Being  greatly  interested  in  school  affairs, 
he  has  served  some  years  on  the  school  board.  Although  baptized 
into  the  Lutheran  church,  he  with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Association.  In  1873  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Catherine  Hol- 
linger,  the  daughter  of  Carl  Hollinger,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  They  are : 
Owen  Washington,  born  February  21,  1877,  and  died  in  December, 
1883,  aged  nearly  seven  years ; Glen  V.,  born  November  22,  1883, 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  having  twice  passed  the  Boxwell  ex- 
amination, and  a farmer  and  engineer  by  occupation,  and  residing  at 
the  old  home ; Rose  L.,  born  July  22,  1887,  attended  the  public  schools 
and  now  resides  with  her  parents. 

LEWIS  RUDOLPHUS  GOELTZENLEUCHTER,  a well-to-do 
and  highly  respected  farmer  of  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county, 
O.,  was  born  in  Stark  county,  of  that  state,  on  July  20,  1843.  He  is  the 
son  of  Philip  R.  Goeltzenleuchter,  mentioned  in  the  above  memoir.  He 
was  only  one  year  old  when  his  parents  settled  in  Williams  county, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a fair  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  county.  In  1866  he  began  working  at  the  carpenters’ 
trade  and  followed  it  until  1872,  when  he  located  on  a farm  of  sixty 
acres,  bought  by  him  out  of  his  earnings,  and  there  he  has  ever  since 
resided,  following  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  In  politics  he 
is  independent  and  in  religious  matters  he  entertains  very  liberal  views. 
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On  December  17,  1868,  lie  was  wedded  to  Miss  Sophia  Eve,  born  in 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  July  14,  1848,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaret 
(Rech)  Eve,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1847  and  settled  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  From  Buffalo  they 
came  to  Williams  county,  locating  on  a farm  one-half  mile  north  and 
one  mile  west  of  Edgerton,  where  both  died  in  1858,  the  father  aged 
sixty-two  and  the  mother  fifty-two  years.  The  paternal  grandparents 
of  Mrs.  Goeltzenleuchter  were  Henry  and  Maria  (Raap)  Eve,  who 
lived  and  died  in  France.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Christian 
and  Catherine  Rech,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Christian  Rech  emi- 
grated to  America  and  after  a residence  of  seven  years  returned  to  his 
native  land,  where  he  married  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
To  Lewis  Rudolphus  Goeltzenleuchter  and  wife  three  children  have 
been  born.  They  are:  George  E.,  born  September  23,  1869,  educated 
in  the  public  schools,  and  a farmer  by  occupation,  being  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  land ; Lewis  Lavernie,  born  in  Williams  county  July  12, 
1884;  Cora  Viola,  born  February  9,  1887,  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  the  wife  of  Leonard  A.  Richly  of  Pioneer,  O.  Laura 
F.  Bluntschly,  an  adopted  daughter,  was  born  May  29,  1878,  and  at 
eighteen  years  of  age  married  Edwin  Ellis  and  moved  to  Wood  county, 
O. 


WESLEY  B.  GREEK,  who  is  now  numbered  among  the  represen- 
tative agriculturists  of  Madison  township,  was  for  many  years  identi- 
fied with  educational  work,  in  which  he  met  with  marked  success, 
being  a man  of  high  scholastic  attainments.  Professor  Greek  was 
born  in  Hancock  county,  O.,  January  28,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Freder- 
ick and  Martha  (Brubaker)  Greek,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Lan- 
caster county,  Pa.,  the  former  in  1811  and  the  latter  in  1814.  Their 
marriage  was  solemnized  ini  the  old  Keystone  state,  whence  they  came 
to  Williams  county  and  settled  in  Madison  township,  where  the  father 
reclaimed  a farm  of  eighty  acres  and  became  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  the  township,  where  he  held  the  high  regard  of  all  who  knew 
him.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  ever  taking  an  intelligent 
interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  ear- 
nest members  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren  church.  They  became  the 
parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  six.  sons  and  three  daughters 
are  living.  Frederick  Greek  died  on  the  30th  of  November,  1895,  his 
wife  having  passed  away  on  the  5th  of  February,  1894.  Professor 
Greek  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the  homestead  farm  and  after  com- 
pleting the  curriculum  of  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  normal  school  at  Bryan,  this  county,  while 
later  he  was  a student  in  the  celebrated  University  of  Michigan,  in 
Ann  Arbor.  Later  he  attended  the  Ohio  Central  Normal  School,  from 
which  he  graduated.  After  receiving  his  diploma  he  continued  to  be 
engaged  in  pedagogic  work  for  a number  of  years,  having  taught  one 
year  at  West  Unity,  Williams  county,  six  years  at  Pioneer  and  four 
years  at  Stryker  in  the  same  county,  after  which  he  was  identified 
with  the  dry-goods  business  in  Stryker  for  two  and  one-half  vcars  and 
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with  a mercantile  enterprise  in  Bryan  for  two  years.  In  1890  he  went 
to  Calera,  Shelby  County,  Ala.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  lumber  for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Columbiana,  the  judicial  center  of  the  same 
county,  retaining  this  incumbency  two  and  one-half  years,  after  which 
he  rendered  effective  service  for  five  years  as  principal  of  the  public 
schools  at  that  [dace,  and  thereafter  taught  one  year  in  the  schools  of 
Center,  Cherokee  county,  Ala.,  and  two  years  at  Aldrich,  Shelby 
county.  He  then  returned  to  Williams  county,  O.,  and  after  serving 
one  year  as  superintendent  of  the  West  Unity  public  schools  he  located 
upon  the  farm  which  is  now  his  home,  this  being  in  the  year  1901.  The 
fine  farm  upon  which  he  resides  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  is  a part  of  the  estate  of  the  late  George  Throne,  while  he 
also  personally  owns  a well  improved  farm  of  forty  acres  in  the  same 
section  of  the  township.  In  politics  Professor  Greek  accords  an  un- 
swerving allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  church.  October  25,  1874,  Professor 
Greek  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Stiving,  daughter  of 
the  late  Philip  Stiving,  of  Madison  township,  of  whom  specific  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  article  dedicated  to  his  sons,  George  W.  and  Peter 
O.,  appearing  elsewhere  in  this  publication.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greek  have 
eight  children : Laura  Elva,  Clement  Erb,  Mary  Ethel,  Mabel  Edna, 
Fred  Herman,  Leah  Beatrice,  and  William  McKinley. 

FREDERICK  GRISIER  is  one  of  the  most  venerable  of  the  pioneer 
citizens  of  Williams  county,  where  he  has  resided  for  more  than  sixty 
years,  aiding  in  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the 
county  and  proving  true  to  all  the  responsibilities  implied  in  honorable 
and  loyal  citizenship.  Mr.  Grisier  was  born  in  the  little  village  of 
Bretigny,  in  the  department  of  the  Deaux,  northern  France,  on  the 
18th  of  September,  1819,  his  native  place  being  about  six  miles  distant 
from  the  city  of  Lille.  He  is  a son  of  Andre  and  Elizabeth  Grisier, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  same  village  of  Bretigny,  where  they 
passed  their  entire  lives,  being  plain  and  honest  folk  and  living  lives 
of  signal  usefulness,  the  father  having  been  a weaver  by  trade,  while 
he  also  followed  gardening.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  came  to  America  but  one:  James  settled  in  Fulton  county, 
O.,  where  he  died ; Peter  died  in  Williams  county,  having  settled  here 
many  years  ago ; Jacob  died  in  his  native  land ; George  was  a resident 
of  Fulton  county  at  the  time  of  his  death ; Frederick,  of  this  sketch, 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ; Peter  James  was  a resident  of  Williams 
county  at  time  of  death ; and  Catherine  became  the  wife  of  Peter 
Beucler,  of  this  county,  both  being  now  deceased.  Frederick  Grisier 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  land,  and  in  1842,  when  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  he  immigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Williams 
county  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  new  world.  Here  he  remained 
about  eighteen  months  and  then  returned  to  France,  where,  on  the 
19th  of  March,  1844,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  Yir- 
nier,  who  was  born  in  his  home  village  of  Bretigny,  on  the  15th  of 
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June,  1822.  He  remained  in  France  about  eighteen  months  and  then 
came  with  his  bride  to  America  and  took  up  his  permanent  residence 
in  Williams  county,  where  they  have  ever  since  maintained  their  home. 
In  1845  Mr.  Grisier  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  Springfield  township, 
while  later,  as  prosperity  crowned  his  efforts,  he  made  additional 
purchases  of  land,  securing  seventy-three  acres,  in  Section  3,  later 
securing  another  tract,  of  twenty  acres,  in  the  same  section,  and  still 
later  coming  into  possession  of  eighty  acres  in  Section  11.  Practically 
all  of  his  land,  separated  by  several  miles  into  two  farms,  was  wild 
at  the  time  he  came  into  possession  of  the  same,  and  he  reclaimed  a 
large  part  to  cultivation  and  made  good  improvements,  while  he  still 
owns  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres.  The  first  family 
.home  was  a log  cabin,  which  he  built  on  his  first  purchase,  and  on 
that  homestead  he  continued  to  reside  until  December,  1904,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  retired  in  Stryker.  In  politics  Mr.  Grisier 
is  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  from  practically  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  while 
he  has  never  sought  office  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  school  direc- 
tors of  Springfield  township  and  has  never  failed  to  manifest  a lively 
interest  in  local  affairs.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  church.  To  them  were  born  ten  children,  concerning  whom 
the  following  data  are  consistently  entered  in  this  connection : Louis 
J.  is  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  at  Jefferson,  la. ; Henry  G. 
resides  in  Stryker;  Adolphus  P.  is  deceased;  Frederick  G.  is  a popular 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Columbia  City,  Ind. ; George  C.,  a tinner  by 
trade,  is  a*  resident  of  Jefferson,  la.;  William  P.  is  engaged  in  the 
furniture  business  in  Stryker;  Adelle  remains  at  the  parental  home; 
Julia  died  March  11,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  L.  E.  died 
February  2,  1898;  and  Eugenia  is  the  wife  of  Irvin  Jodry,  a successful 
farmer  of  Springfield  township. 

BLAIR  HAGERTY,  M.  D.,  of  Montpelier,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  in  1840.  His  parents,  Blair 
and  Rebecca  (Goodrich)  Hagerty  were  of  Irish  and  English  descent. 
They  were  formerly  from  Pennsylvania,  then  moved  to  Richland 
county,  where  they  cleared  up  a farm  and  made  their  home  while 
they  lived.  The  Doctor  had  three  brothers,  now  deceased,  and  three 
sisters,  of  which  two,  Mrs.  William  Knaur  of  Pioneer,  O.,  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  Britton  of  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  are  still  living.  The  Doctor  is  one 
of  the  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Northwestern  Ohio, 
served  three  years  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  has  served  his 
county  as  coroner  and  represented  it  in  the  State  legislature,  and  for 
four  years  he  was  examining  surgeon  on  the  Board  of  Pension  Ex- 
aminers. 

JACOB  C.  HALM,  manager  of  the  Halm  Brewing  company  of 
Bryan,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  on  a farm  in  Defiance  county, 
O.,  on  July  15,  1864.  His  ancestors  were  natives  of  South  Germany 
and  had  their  residence  for  many  generations  near  Baltmannweilcr, 
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Schorndorf,  Wurtemberg.  The  parents  of  Jacob  C.  Halm  were  Jacob 
and  Caroline  (Keisel)  Halm.  His  grandfather,  Jacob  Halm,  was  a 
wealthy  farmer  and  land  owner.  Jacob  Halm,  the  father  of  Jacob  C. 
Halm,  was  born  at  Baltmannweiler  in  1834  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  village.  In  1854  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York  City,  where  he  obtained 
employment  in  a large  wholesale  wine  and  liquor  house.  Four  years 
later  he  came  to  Ohio  to  look  this  section  of  the  country  over,  with  a 
view  to  locating  here.  The  prospects  not  being  sufficiently  inviting, 
he  returned  to  New  York.  In  1863  he  again  came  to  Ohio,  the  devel- 
opment of  the  country  being  far  advanced  by  that  time,  and  located 
at  Bryan,  engaging  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Here  he  purchased  several 
lots  on  the  north  side  of  the  public  square,  one  of  them  being  the 
present  site  of  the  First  National  bank  building.  The  following  year 
he  sold  his  busines  and  property  and  removed  to  Defiance  county, 
O.,  where  lie  purchased  a farm.  In  1865  he  returned  to  Bryan  and 
bought  of  Henry  Arnold  the  old  brewery,  a very  crude  affair.  In 
1873  he  removed  the  old  frame  building  and  erected  a modern  brick 
structure,  whose  dimensions  are  ninety  feet  square  and  four  stories 
high,  exclusive  of  the  basement,  which  he  equipped  with  the  best 
and  most  modern  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  beer,  free  from 
all  adulteration.  The  water  was  taken  from  an  artesian  well  and 
sterilized  before  using,  thus  securing  absolute  purity.  The  product 
of  this  brewery  became  at  once  quite  popular  and  the  business  rapidly 
increased  from  year  to  year,  bringing  deserved  prosperity  to  Mr.  Halm 
and  making  him  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  substantial  business 
men  of  Bryan.  He  was  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
was  an  Odd  Fellow  and  also  a Mason  and  a member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church.  On  October  20,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Caroline  Kiesel,  whom  he  had  known  from  childhood,  a native  of 
Baltmannweiler,  where  she  was  born  May  26,  1834.  She  came  to 
America  in  1853.  On  March  7,  1883,  while  inspecting  some  machin- 
ery in  his  brewery,  Mr.  Halm’s  sleeve  was  caught  by  a set  screw  on  a 
revolving  shaft  and  he  was  instantly  killed.  His  widow  died  June  15, 
1895.  To  their  union  were  born  the  following  children:  Caroline, 

who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  Rosa,  the  wife  of 
A.  G.  Helwig,  a resident  of  Kendallville,  Ind. ; Jacob  C. ; Julia,  now' 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Kreagloh  of  Bryan,  and  William,  who  died  single  in  1892, 
aged  twenty-three  years.  Jacob  C.  Halm  secured  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Bryan  and  from  boyhood  took  an  interest  in 
the  brewery,  having  mastered  its  details  before  reaching  manhood. 
On  the  death  of  his  father,  although  only  eighteen  years  old,  he  as- 
sumed the  management  of  the  business,  which  position  lie*  now  holds. 
Under  his  direction  many  improvements  have  been  made  and  the 
capacity  of  the  plant  increased  to  meet  the  demand  of  its  product. 
For  several  years  he  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  Bryan’s  leading 
citizens,  faithfully  filling  his  father’s  place,  both  in  the  community 
and  in  the  brewery.  He  is  prominent  both  in  a social  and  public 
way,  and  has  served  as  township  treasurer.  In  the  Masonic  and  Odd 
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Fellow  organizations  he  is  quite  prominent.  On  December  13,  1887, 
he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Millie  M.  Rankert,  the  daughter  of 
Michael  Rankert,  an  honest  and  venerable  citizen  of  Bryan,  who  was 
born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  in  1815,  and  served  several  years  as  a 
soldier  in  the  French  cavalry  in  the  African  campaigns.  The  children 
of  Jacob  C.  Halm  and  wife  here  follow:  Lorine.  born  January  6, 
1890,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months;  Jacob  Charles,  born  April 
5,  1891,  and  Arthur  William,  born  September  30,  1893. 

JOSIAIi  P.  HANNA,  who  is  engaged  in  the  agricultural  imple- 
ment business  in  the  village  of  Pioneer,  where  he  has  built  up  a large 
and  prosperous  enterprise  in  the  line,  is  also  the  owner  of  a fine  farm 
in  the  county  and  has  here  maintained  his  home  from  his  boyhood  days, 
while  to  him  is  accorded  a full  measure  of  popular  confidence  and 
esteem  in  the  community.  Josiah  Perry  Hanna  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  O.,  on  the  14th  of  January,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and 
Priscilla  (Barton)  Hanna,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Beaver  county, 
Pa.  Alexander  Hanna,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  likewise  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  came  with  his  family  to  Ohio  in  an  early 
day,  locating  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Wooster,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  reclaimed  a farm,  there  continuing  to  reside  for  many  years. 
His  wife  died  in  that  county  and  he  passed  the  closing  days  of  his 
life  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Thomas  Barton,  maternal  grandfather  of 
Josiah  P.  Hanna,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Ohio  more 
than  a century  ago,  settling  five  miles  north  of  Wooster,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  died  in  1867.  while  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Crawford,  likewise  died  in  that  county,  having  been  born  and 
reared  in  the  old  Keystone  state.  Thomas  Hanna  was  a school  teacher 
and  singing  master  in  his  earlier  years,  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and 
was  the  owner  of  a farm  in  Wayne  county  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  there  occurred  in  the  year  1849,  at  which  time  he  was  in  the 
very  prime  of  an  honorable  and  useful  life.  Soon  after  his  death  his 
widow  and.  her  seven  children  came  to  Williams  county  and  located  in 
what  was  known  as  the  Smith  settlement,  in  Bridgewater  township, 
where  she  passed  the  residue  of  her  life,  being  summoned  to  the 
‘‘land  of  the  leal”  in  February.  1869.  She  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  as  was  also  her  husband,  whose  political 
faith  was  that  of  the  Whig  party.  Josiah  P.  Hanna  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  and  the  schools  of  the  locality  afforded 
him  his  early  educational  privileges.  He  continued  to  be  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  after  initiating  his  independent  career, 
and  he  also  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  brick  and  tile,  with  which 
line  of  enterprise  he  continued  to  be  identified  until  1898,  while  he 
retired  from  the  farm  in  1886.  In  the  former  year  he  located  in  Pioneer 
and  engaged  in  the  farming  implement  and  machinery  business,  in 
which  he  has  since  continued,  while  his  progressive  and  liberal  policy 
and  straightforward  methods  have  enabled  him  to  build  up  a most 
prosperous  enterprise,  his  supporting  patronage  being  derived  from  a 
wide  radius  of  country  about  Pioneer.  He  is  still  concerned  in  farm- 
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ing  and  stock-growing,  owning  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Madison  and  Bridgewater  townships.  He  is  a stalwart  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  adherency,  and  is  at  the  present  time  a mem- 
ber of  the  village  council  of  Pioneer.  July  29,  1866,  Mr.  Hanna  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lydia  Culver,  who  was  born  in  Huron 
county,  O.,  April  15,  1848,  being  a daughter  of  John  and  Rhoda 
(Barnes)  Culver.  Her  father  was  born  in  Meigs  county,  O.,  August 
2,  1825,  and  in  1849  lie  removed  to  Branch  county,  Mich.,  where  he 
remained  until  1861,  when  lie  came  to  Williams  county,  locating  in 
Pioneer,  where  he  and  his  wife  still  maintain  their  home.  Mr.  Culver 
served  one  year  in  the  Union  ranks  during  the  civil  war,  having 
been  corporal  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-fifth  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry.  He  is  a son  of  Amos  and  Phoebe  (Gates)  Culver, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Meigs  county,  O.,  June  29,  1798,  and 
the  latter  of  whom  was  born  at  Bolton,  Warren  county,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1800,  and  their  marriage  was  solemnized  May  5,  1823.  Amos 
Culver  resided  for  a time  in  Huron  county,  O.,  whence  he  removed  to 
Branch  county,  Mich.,  in  1848,  there  passing  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  died  September  1,  1867,  and  his  wife  died  in  the  same  county. 
John  Barnes,  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hanna,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, January  18,  1793,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Betsy 
Squires,  was  born  in  the  same  state,  February  15,  1795.  They  came 
to  Huron  county*,  O.,  about  1820,  and  there  lie  died  in  1852,  while 
she  lived  until  1882,  attaining  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanna  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Effie  Aurelia,  Minnie  (deceased),  Frederick,  Lulu  (killed  by  light- 
ning when  ten  years  of  age),  Grace  (deceased  in  infancy),  Carmie 
(deceased),  and  Bessie,  who  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Hanna  is  identified 
with  the  local  organizations  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  Knights  of  Pythias. 

CHARLES  M.  HARRIS,  a prominent  and  highly  successful  citizen 
of  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Madison  county,  la. 
He  is  the  son  of  Enoch  Harris,  a native  of  Madison  coufity,  Ind.. 
where  he  was  a prominent  and  highly  esteemed  citizen.  Charles  M. 
Harris  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  a fair  public 
school  education.  He  removed  to  Nebraska  when  quite  young,  where 
he  purchased  and  successfully  operated  for  some  time  a cattle  ranch. 
Since  1900  he  has  resided  at  Edgerton  and  engaged  in  the  agricul- 
tural implement  business,  meeting  with  the  same  success  that  has 
attended  all  of  his  efforts  in  a business  way.  The  fact  that  he  has 
been  successful  is  further  evidenced  by  his  ownership  of  four  fine 
farms  located  in  this  and  Defiance  counties,  the  product  of  his  own 
efforts.  In  1897  ^ie  was  wedded  to  Miss  Clara  Mast  of  Edgerton. 
the  daughter  of  John  Mast,  a pioneer  settler  of  Williams  county,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Two  children 
have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris.  John  J.  and  Charles 
Mercile.  Charles  M.  Harris  has  just  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  record 
that  he  has  made.  By  dint  of  hard,  earnest  work,  close  application 
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to  business  and  a keen  foresight  he  has  won  success.  He  is  the  soul 
of  honor  and  lias  never  taken  advantage  of  the  misfortunes  of  his 
fellow  men  to  accumulate  riches.  All  that  he  has  he  has  made  fairly 
and  honestly.  The  young  man  just  starting  out  in  life  would  be 
highly  profited  by  reading  in  detail  the  life  of  Charles  M.  Harris. 

BION  L.  HART,  a well-to-do  farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of 
Bridgewater  township,  is  a native  of  the  same  township,  in  Williams 
county,  O.,  where  he  was  born  on  October  i,  i860.  He  is  the  son 
of  Alonzo  and  Rachel  (Willard)  Hart,  the  former  born  in  Avon, 
Conn.,  November  9,  1806,  and  the  latter  in  Kent,  Portage  county,  Q., 
June  17,  1821.  After  their  marriage  in  Portage  county  his  parents  came 
to  Williams  county  in  1843  an^  settled  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres, 
where  the  father  died  November  19,  1888,  the  mother  surviving  until 
December  28,  1904.  Alonzo  Hart  assisted  in  surveying  the  Toledo  and 
Angola  road  and  was  a contractor  in  the  construction  of  the  Erie  canal. 
He  also  followed  teaching  and  farming.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig* 
and  then  a Republican.  Taking  a deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  he 
served  some  years  as  township  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  National  Grange.  Of  the  five 
sons  that  he  sent  to  the  Civil  war  four  returned  home  at  its  close. 
Edwin  Ellsworth  died  in  the  service.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Bion  L.  Hart,  Philip  Willard,  was  an  early  settler  in  Portage  county, 
where  his  wife  died.  After  her  death  he  removed  to  Bridgewater 
township,  Williams  county,  and  died  there  in  i860.  Bion  L.  Hart 
was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  his  education  by  attending  the 
common  schools  of  his  home  county  and  the  Montpelier  high  school. 
For  some  years  he  taught  school  very  successfully  in  Ohio  and  Illi- 
nois, but  more  recently  has  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  farming,  resid- 
ing on  the  homestead.  In  politics  he  is  actively  identified  with  the 
Republican  party. 

CALVIN  HATHAWAY,  M.  D.,  a prominent  and  highly  success- 
ful physician  of  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Knox 
county  of  that  state  in  1839.  His  ancestors  were  prominent  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Pa.,  where  they  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs. 
Members  of  this  family  served  with  distinction  in  the  American  Revo- 
lution and  the  War  of  1812.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Hathaway,  was 
a distinguished  and  highly  respected,  citizen  of  Washington  county, 
Pa.,  from  whence  he  removed  to  Warren  county,  O.,  and  thence  to 
Knox  county,  where  he  died  at  a ripe  old  age.  Richard  and  Lorinda 
(Bates')  Hathaway,  the  parents  of  Doctor  Hathaway,  were  both 
natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  having  been  born  in  Warren  county  and 
the  latter  in  Knox  county.  Mrs.  Richard  Hathaway  was  the  daughter 
of  Calvin  Bates,  who  removed  to  Ohio  from  Connecticut  in  an  early 
day.  Dr.  Calvin  Hathaway  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county.  Having 
chosen  medicine  as  his  profession,  he  first  attended  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  afterwards  the  Medical  Col- 
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lege  of  Cincinnati,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  1863.  Im- 
mediately after  graduating  he  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Brough  as 
an  assistant  surgeon  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  and  the  following  year,  at  fort 
Powhatan,  was  made  surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  major.  Upon  the 
expiration  of  his  regiment’s  term  of  service  he  returned  home.  In 
1864  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Edgerton,  where  he  now 
enjoys  a very  extensive  and  lucrative  business.  His  prominence  is 
further  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  for  ten  years  he  served  as  surgeon 
for  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  railway  company,  a posi- 
tion of  great  responsibility,  which  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and 
with  the  best  of  results  for  the  company.  In  1884  he  was  appointed 
United  States  surgeon  of  the  pension  board  at  Toledo,  O.,  on  which 
board  lie  served  four  years.  In  1897  President  McKinley  appointed 
Dr.  Hathaway  a member  of  the  Pension  Board  of  Williams  county, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  Notwithstanding  his  extensive  prac- 
tice, Dr.  Hathaway  has  found  time  to  engage  in  other  business  affairs 
in  which  he  has  likewise  been  very  successful.  In  banking  affairs  he 
is  largely  interested,  being  a director  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank, 
Bryan,  O..  and  until  recently  was  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Montpelier,  O.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Ohio  Shingle  and  Lum- 
ber company  of  the  State  of  Washington.  In  politics  he  was  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party  until  the  money  question  was  made  the 
chief  issue,  when  he  became  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  gold  standard 
cause.  Doctor  Hathaway  married  Miss  Harriet  E.  Hutcheson,  the 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Laura  (Mead)  Hutcheson,  the  former  a native 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  Vermont.  Of  the  four  children 
that  have  been  born  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hathaway  only  one  is  living, 
Jessie,  who  resides  at  home.  Dr.  Hathaway  is  a Knight  of  Pythias 
and  is  a member  of  Walter  Slaughter  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

JAMES  II.  IIATHEWAY,  a retired  farmer  and  lumber  dealer  of 
Edon.  Williams  county.  O..  was  born  in  Carroll  county  of  that  State 
on  April  22.  1843.  His  grandfather.  Joseph  Hatheway,  was  a pioneer 
settler  of  Tuscarawas  county,  O.,  where  he  spent  his  mature  life  and 
declining  days.  James  Ilagerty.  the  maternal  grandfather  of  James 
H.  Hatheway,  was  probably  of  Irish  birth,  who  came  to  Carroll  county, 
O..  in  pioneer  days  and  died  in  Steuben  county,  Ind.  James  H.  Hathe- 
way is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Isabella  (Hagerty)  Hatheway,  both 
natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  horn  in  Tuscarawas  county  in  1818  and 
the  latter  in  Harrison  countv  on  November  7,  1823.  Samuel  Hathe- 
way grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools.  After  serving  an  apprenticeship  at  the  saddle  and 
harness  maker's  trade  lie  spent  a great  portion  of  his  life  in  Carroll 
and  Harrison  counties,  plying  his  trade.  In  1865.  with  his  family, 
he  removed  to  Steuben  county.  Ind..  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  then  a Know  Knothing  and  finally  a 
Republican.  Tn  religious  belief  he  affiliated  with  the  Baptist  church, 
his  wife  being  a devout  member  of  the  Church  of  God.  He  died  on 
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September  23,  1890,  and  his  widow  oil  October  8,  1900.  Of  the 
three  sons  and  three  daughters  horn  to  these  parents  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  are  yet  living,  the  youngest  son,  Alonzo,  having  died 
at  Hudson,  Ind.  James  H.  Hatheway  was  reared  on  a farm  and  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Carroll  and  Harrison  counties.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  C of  the  Forty-third  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  his  command  having 
taken  part  in  the  battles  of  Corinth.  New  Madrid,  Island  No.  10  and 
many  other  minor  engagements.  For  seven  months  and  three  days 
he  was  confined  in  the  military  prisons  at  the  following  places : Cahaba, 
Macon,  Ga.,  Milan,  Savannah,  Black  Shier  Station  and  Andersonville. 
After  the  war  he  came  to  Harrison  county,  O.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  lumber  business  until  April  7,  1904,  when  he  removed 
to  Edon,  where  he  lives  a retired  life.  In  addition  to  his  residence 
property  he  owns  three  acres  of  land  in  Edon.  Mr.  Hatheway  is  a 
Republican,  having  served  as  trustee  of  Monroe  township,  Harrison 
county,  O.,  and  school  director.  He  was  a member  of  the  Senior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics,  and  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  O11  December  25, 
1865,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  Mahala  Fisher  of  Harrison 
county,  O.,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Sybilla  Margaret  (Shamel) 
Fisher,  pioneer  settlers  of  that  county,  the  latter  having  entered  gov- 
ernment land  there  in  an  early  day.  To  Mr.  Hatheway  and  wife  the 
following  children  were  born : Samuel  George,  Lottie  Belle,  Loren 

Alonzo,  Toseph  Albert  and  Eva  Almeda.  His  wife  having  died  on 
February  11,  1901,  Mr.  Hatheway,  on  June  10.  1902,  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Maxwell,  the  widow  of  Samuel  Maxwell. 

FRANCIS  MARION  HAUGHEY,  of  Northwest  township,  was 
born  in  the  township  where  he  resides,  in  Williams  county,  O.,  on 
March  1 9>  He  is  the  son  of  Robert  King  and  Susanna  (Cool- 

man)  Haughey,  the  former  born  in  Ashland  county,  O.,  September  6, 
1827.  The  grandparents  of  F.  M.  Haughey  were  Robert  and  Hannah 
(Wycoff)  Haughey,  the  former  a native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Robert  Haughey  located  in  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  in  an  early 
day  and  there  died.  His  widow  died  in  Northwest  township.  Rob- 
ert King  Haughey  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  his  education  by 
attending  the  common  schools.  For  three  years  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  in  his  home  township.  In  1849  lie  l°cated  on  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Northwest  township  and  in  1850  added  eighty 
acres  to  it.  The  fact  that  he  filled  nearly  all  of  the  township  offices  and 
that  of  countv  commissioner  proves  that  he  took  a deep  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  that  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  In  politics  he  was  an  active  Republican.  To  him  and 
wife  there  were  born  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living. 
He  died  on  the  homestead,  July  27,  1904,  his  wife  having  died  on 
February  18  of  the  same  year.  Francis  M.  Haughey  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  received  his  education  by  attending  the  common  schools  of 
his  home  county.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  the  home- 
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stead,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  breed- 
ing short  horned  and  Polled  Durham  cattle.  As  a Republican  he  has 
held  the  office  of  township  trustee,  and  at  present  he  is  a member  of 
the  school  board.  He  is  a member  of  Camden  Lodge,  No.  312,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  organization  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  being  a member  of  Acme  Grange  of  South  Camden,  and  is 
also  a member  of  the  National  Grange.  In  1881  he  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Anna  Tyrrill,  of  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  and  the  daughter 
of  David  Tyrrill,  an  early  settler  of  the  county  where  he  ended  his 
days.  To  F.  M.  Haughey  and  wife  there  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing children : Minnie  E.,  the  wife  of  William  Carrothers,  of 
Camden  township,  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  by  whom  she  has  had 
one  child,  Francis  by  name;  Nellie  M.,  the  wife  of  Otto  Gilmore  of 
the  same  township;  Clara  B.,  F. valine  and  Lura,  all  of  whom  are 
living. 

ALBERT  C.  HAUSE  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  respon- 
sible executive  office  of  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mont- 
pelier, and  is  a member  of  a family  whose  name  has  been  identified 
with  the  annals  of  Williams  county  for  half  a century.  Mr.  Hause 
was  born  in  Superior  township,  this  county,  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1871,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  (Beard)  Hause.  His 
grandfather,  William  Hause,  was  native  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
where  the  family  was  early  founded,  and  he  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  the  meat-market  business  in  Hagerstown,  where  he 
died.  His  children  were  six  in  number,  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Samuel  Hause  was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  there  was 
reared  and  educated,  being  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  in 
that  locality  until  his  removal  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  He  first 
settled  in  Seneca  county,  later  removed  to  Clark  county,  having 
been  engaged  in  farming  in  both  localities,  and  about  1855  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Williams  county  and  purchased  a tract  of  land  in 
Superior  township,  where  he  has  since  maintained  his  home,  having 
now  one  of  the  well-improved  and  valuable  farms  of  the  county 
and  being  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  his  township.  His 
wife,  who  was  likewise  born  in  Maryland,  is  a daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Sophia  Beard.  The  children  of  this  union  are  six  in  number, 
namely:  Charles,  who  is  a farmer  of  Superior  township,  as  are  also 
William  and  Daniel;  Celia,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  McIntosh,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ; Albert  C.,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  ; 
and  Otis,  who  remains  at  the  parental  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hause  are 
prominent  members  of  the  English  Lutheran  church,  and  he  was 
for  many  years  a trustee  in  the  same,  while  his  political  adherency 
is  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  never  sought  public  ojffice,  but 
consented  to  serve  as  township  trustee  at  one  time.  Alb.ert  C. 
Hause  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm  and  secured  his 
rudimentary  education  in  the  local  schools,  after  which  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  turn  in  the  academy  at  Montpelier  and  the 
Normal  schools  at  Ada.  O..  and  Angola,  Ind.,  while  he  later  spe* 
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daily  qualified  himself  for  the  office  he  now  holds  by  taking*  a 
course  in  Nelson’s  Business  College,  in  Springfield,  O.  After 
leaving  school  he  engaged  in  the  agricultural  implement  business  in 
Montpelier,  where  he  also  dealt  in  wool  and  clover  seed,  continuing 
to  be  thus  engaged  for  a period  of  five  years,  manifesting  that  dis- 
criminating business  sagacity  which  has  so  significantly  marked 
his  career.  In  1900  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Montpelier,  of  which  he  became  assistant  cashier, 
serving  in  this  capacity  until  July,  1904,  when  he  was  advanced  to 
his  present  office  of  cashier,  having  shown  much  ability  in  hand- 
ling the  detail  and  executive  affairs  of  this  popular  and  substantial 
financial  institution.  He  enjoys  distinctive  popularity  in  both  busi- 
ness and  social  circles  and  is  one  of  the  representative  young  busi- 
ness men  of  his  native  county.  In  politics  he  is  a loyal  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party  and  in  a fraternal  way  he  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  order.  April  27,  1898,.  Mr.  Hause  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Belle  Pressler,  daughter  of  Archibald 
and  Angela  (Hawkins)  Pressler,  of  Montpelier,  and  they  have  one 
child. 

FRANK  J.  HAUSER,  a prominent  farmer  and  successful  stock- 
breeder of  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  on  July  2,  1823.  His  parents  were  Conrad  and 
Catherine  (Ritsenthaler)  Hauser,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Con- 
rad Hauser  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  with  his  wife  a membei 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  These  parents  lived  and  died  in 
their  native  land,  and  to  them  there  were  born  twelve  children,  of 
whom  four  sons  are  now  living.  Frank  J.  Hauser  grew  to  manhood 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  excellent 
schools  of  his  native  country.  In  1849  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  first  located  in  Huron  county,  O.,  where  he  spent  a year 
and  a half.  Then  he  went  to  California  and  spent  five  years  mining 
for  gold.  On  his  return  to  Ohio  he  located  in  Sandusky  county, 
where  he  spent  seven  years.  In  1863  he  removed  to  Williams 
county  and  located  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
which  he  purchased  in  Florence  township  and  on  which  he  has  since 
resided.  After  clearing  this  land  he  purchased  eighty  acres  more, 
making  a total  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  in  breeding  short-horned  and  Polled  Durham  cattle 
and  Shropshire  sheep.  In  this  double  occupation  he  has  met  with 
marked  success.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  with  his  wife  a 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  On  April  7,  1858,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Amelia  Brosemer,  born  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  on 
October  7,  1841,  the  daughter  of  Landolin  and  Elizabeth  (Maer) 
Brosemer,  both  born  in  Germany,  who  emigrated  with  his  parents, 
Valentine  and  Mary  Brosemer,  to  the  United  States  in  1833,  set- 
tling in  Seneca  county,  O.,  where  Valentine  Brosemer  and  wife 
both  died  the  following  year.  Here  Landolin  Brosemer  carried  on 
general  farming  until  his  death  in  1885,  his  wife  having  died  in 
26 
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1881.  He  was  a Democrat  and  a Catholic.  To  them  there  were 
born  eleven  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  Frank  J. 
Hauser  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  living.  The  names  of  the  children  are  as  follows:  Anthony 
Frank,  Charles  Henry,  Joseph  (deceased),  Mary  Catherine  (de- 
ceased), Daniel,  Elizabeth,  Nicholas,  Rosa,  Lena,  Simon,  Joseph 
(deceased),  and  Josephine.  Of  these  Nicholas  and  Simon  work  the 
home  farm.  Nicholas  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
married  Ellen  Kelble,  of  Williams  county,  by  whom  he  has  three 
children,  viz.,  Amelia,  Clateus  and  Oswald.  Simon  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  Edon  high  school  and  lives  with  his 
brother  Nicholas. 

CALVIN  D.  HAVERSTOCK,  one  of  the  progressive  farmers 
of  Jefferson  township,  is  a native  of  the  old  Buckeye  state,  having 
been  born  in  Wayne  county,  O.,  on  Christmas  day  of  the  year  1868, 
and  being  a son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  J.  (Lash)  Haverstock,  both  of 
whom  were  likewise  born  in  Wayne  county.  The  father  was  born 
December  13,  1836,  and  his  death  occurred  on  the  nth  of  June, 
1880,  while  his  devoted  wife  passed  away  October  19,  1873.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy. 
Calvin  D.  is  the  elder  of  the  two  living,  and  his  brother,  Willis  T., 
is  a resident  of  Pueblo,  Colo.,  where  he  holds  a clerical  position  in 
the  postoffice.  Joseph  Haverstock  was  a son  of  Tobias  B.  and  Mar- 
garet (Roller)  Haverstock,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  March  29, 
1792,  and  died  September  8,  1855,  while  the  latter  was  bom  Novem- 
ber 29,  1797,  and  died  in  the  year  1873.  They  became  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Calvin  D.  and 
Willis  T.  Haverstock  were  reared  on  the  homestead  farm  and  after 
leaving  the  public  schools  the  former  was  for  a year  a student  in 
the  Fayette  Normal  University,  in  Fulton  county,  O.  In  1880  the 
two  brothers  came  to  Williams  county,  and  for  a time  made  their 
home  with  their  uncle,  George  Haverstock,  one  of  the  well  known 
farmers  of  Superior  township.  For  two  years  Calvin  D.  was  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  at  Montpelier,  this  county,  being  as- 
sociated with  his  brother  in  this  enterprise.  He  also  clerked  in  a 
drug  store  about  eighteen  months,  and  for  an  equal  period  was 
secretary  of  a building  and  loan  association.  In  1895  he  came  to 
Jefferson  township  and  purchased  what  was  known  as  the  Wine- 
land  farm,  comprising  eighty  acres,  in  Section  31,  and  here  he  has 
since  been  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, having  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  county.  In  the  autumn  of 
1904  he  was  elected  trustee  of  Jefferson  township,  for  a term  of 
three  years,  and  he  is  loyal  to  all  duties  and  responsibilities  of  citi- 
zenship and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican 
party.  On  the  8th  of  June,  1892,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Haverstock  to  Miss  Jessie  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Richland 
county,  O.,  being  a daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  (Murray) 
Miller.  The  former  was  born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  June  10, 
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1842,  and  his  death  occurred  March  20,  1904.  He  was  a valiant  sol- 
dier of  the  Union  during1  the  Civil  war,  having  been  a member  of 
Company  H.  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  having  re- 
ceived his  discharge  on  account  of  physical  disability.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Murray  occurred  September  5,  1864,  and  she 
died  December  25,  1871,  while  of  their  four  children  three  died  in 
infancy.  April  6,  1875,  lie  married  Miss  Iza  Ransom,  who  survives 
him,  as  do  their  two  children,  Roy  C.  and  Ina  Ruth,  the  family 
home  being  in  Jefferson  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haverstock  have 
no  children. 

WILLIAM  WISNER  HAVILAND  has  maintained  his  resi- 
dence in  Williams  county  since  1 866  and  is  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  of  Madison  township,  while  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacturing of  lumber,  having  a well  equipped  saw  mill  on  his  farm. 
Mr.  Haviland  is  a native  of  the  old  Empire  State  of  the  Union, 
having  been  born  in  Patterson,  Putnam  county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2d  of 
May,  1833,  an(l  being  a son  of  Isaac  and  Laura  (Baldwin)  Haviland, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  that  state,  where  they  passed  their  en- 
tire lives,  the  father  having  been  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
clothing  business.  His  wife  was  a zealous  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Haviland  was  a stalwart  Democrat. 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  only  two  are 
living,  William  W.  and  his  brother,  Comfort  F.,  who  resides  in 
Pioneer,  Williams  county.  Birdsel  Haviland,  father  of  Isaac,  was 
born  in  Canada,  whence  he  immigrated  to  America,  locating  at  Pat- 
terson, Putnam  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Ann  Towner. 
They  passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Ithaca,  that  State. 
One  of  his  brothers  was  a colonel  in  the  British  army  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  Laura  (Baldwin)  Haviland  was  a daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Betsey  (Field)  Baldwin,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a 
relative  of  Cyrus  W.  Field,  through  whose  efforts  was  laid  the  first 
Atlantic  telegraphic  cable.  William  W.  Haviland  was  reared  to  ma- 
turity in  the  State  of  New  York,  having  received  his  educational 
discipline  in  the  common  schools  at  Towner  and  in  Amenia  Semi- 
nary, at  Amenia,  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  In  1854  he  came  to  Ohio 
and  located  in  Burlington,  Fulton  county,  and  from  that  place  he 
removed  to  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  where  he  turned  his  attention 
to  farming  and  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1866,  having 
been  a prominent  and  popular  resident  of  the  county,  and  having 
served  as  township  tax  collector  and  treasurer.  Prior  to  his  coming 
to  Williams  county  he  spent  one  year  with  Yankee  Robinson’s  big 
show,  traveling  all  over  the  Northern  and  part  of  the  Southern 
States.  In  1866  Mr.  Haviland  came  to  Madison  township,  Williams 
county,  where  he  secured  a tract  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  the 
most  of  which  he  has  individually  reclaimed  from  the  native  forest, 
and  here  he  has  ever  since  resided,  now  having  one  of  the  valuable 
and  finely  improved  farms  of  the  county.  In  the  early  days  he  and 
his  brother,  Comfort  F.,  put  up  a sawmill  on  his  farm,  and  this  he 
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has  since  operated,  manufacturing-  large  amounts  of  lumber  for 
local  consumption,  while  he  keeps  his  mill  up  to  the  modern  stand- 
ard in  its  equipment.  He  is  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  and 
stock-growers  of  the  county  and  has  resided  on  his  homestead  con- 
secutively since  coming  to  the  county.  Mr.  Haviland  is  an  unfal- 
tering advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
a host  of  friends  in  the  county  and  is  living  in  peace  and  prosperity, 
enjoying  the  rewards  of  his  former  years  of  toil  and  endeavor.  Mary 
(Rogers)  Haviland,  first  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  left  two 
children  at  the  time  of  her  death : Clarence,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber  at  Pioneer,  this  county,  married 
Ellen  Delcamp,  who  died  in  1882.  leaving  one  child,  May;  Charles, 
who  is  associated  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  married  Miss 
Sarah  Saltzgarber,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
Mary  (deceased),  Alta,  Ada,  and  one  that  died  young.  Eliza  (Del- 
camp)  Haviland,  second  wife  of  William  W.  Haviland,  was  born  in 
Medina  county,  O.,  May  4,  i860,  and  she  died  March  17,  1903.  vThe 
only  child  of  this  union  was  Florence,  born  November  2,  1883,  an<^ 
died  August  31,  1902,  aged  eighteen  years,  nine  months  and  twenty- 
nine  days.. 


ROBERT  P.  HAYS,  one  of  the  well  forti- 
fied and  representative  members  of  the  bar  of 
Williams  county,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  the  city  of  Bryan,  where  he  is 
honoring  his  native  county  by  his  able  and  suc- 
cessful efforts  in  his  exacting  vocation.  He 
was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  this  county,  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  James 
and  Catherine  (McCrea)  Hays,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Beaver,  Pa.,  the  former  on  the 
2(1  of  July,  1823,  and  the  latter  on  the  25th 
of  May,  1S26.  They  were  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  Jefferson  township,  Williams 
county,  O.,  where  they  took  up  their  residence 
in  1854  and  from  whence  they  removed,  in 
1861.  to  Northwest  township,  this  county, 
where  the  family  residence  is  still  maintained,  though  the 
father  died  on  March  18,  1898,  after  having  been  for  many  years 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  that  section.  The  genealogy  of  Robert 
P.  Hays  traces  back  to  stanch  Scotch  origin,  ancestors  having  emi- 
grated from  Scotland  to  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  James  I,  of  England, 
while  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  or  founders  of  the 
American  lines  came  to  the  New  World  from  the  Emerald  Isle  about 
1820.  William  Hunter,  a great-great  uncle  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  served  in  the  British  army  during  the  war  of  the  American 
Revolution,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  Thomas 
Hays,  a great  uncle,  was  in  the  British  army  during  the  Napoleonic 
wars  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Pyramids.  Robert  P.  Hays 
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passed  his  youth  on  the  home  farm,  and  in  the  district  schools  se- 
cured his  preliminary  education,  which  was  later  supplemented  by 
effective  study  in  the  graded  schools  of  West  Unity,  Pioneer  and 
Montpelier,  this  county.  From  1879  to  *887  ^ie  gave  his  attention 
principally  to  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  and  during  the  decade 
from  1886  to  1896  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  school  examin- 
ers of  Williams  county,  and  from  1899  to  1904  he  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  school  examiners  of  the  city  of  Bryan,  O.  In  1887  Mr. 
Hays  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  and  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Thomas  Emery,  of  Bryan,  making  rapid  progress  in  his  as- 
similation of  the  technicalities  of  the  great  science  of  jurisprudence 
and  being  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native  State,  before  the  supreme 
court,  at  Columbus,  O.,  in  December,  1889.  In  April  of  the  follow- 
ing year  he  opened  an  office  in  Bryan,  soon  gaining  recognition 
as  a thorough  and  hardworking  lawyer  and  laying  the  foundation 
for  the  large  and  representative  clientage  which  he  now  retains.  In 
June,  1892,  he  formed  a professional  partnership  with  Orwell  J. 
Silliman,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hays  & Silliman,  and  this  alliance 
obtained  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Silliman,  in  1898,  since  which  time 
Mr.  Hays  has  continued  an  individual  practice.  Mr.  Hays  is  a stanch 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  been  an 
effective  worker  in  its  cause.  Pie  is  affiliated  with  Bryan  Lodge, 
No.  215,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  with  Bry^an  Lodge,  No. 
22 1,  Knights  oj^Pythias.  Mr.  Hays  remains  a bachelor. 

WILLIAM  A.- HELD,  M.  D.,  is  an  able  exponent  of  the  benefi- 
cent and  thoroughly  consistent  Homoeopathic  school  of  medicine 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  West  Unity, 
where  he  controls  a representative  practice.  He  was  born  in  Mill- 
creek  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1868,  and 
is  a son  of  John  H.  and  Eliza  (Barr)  Held,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Lebanon  county,  Pa.,  in  1832,  while  the  latter  was  born  in 
Richland  county,  O.,  in  1835.  Henry  Held,  grandfather  of  the 
doctor,  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1790,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Catherine  Miller,  was  bom  in  Baden,  Germany, 
in  1791.  They  were  married  in  the  Fatherland,  whence  they  came 
to  America  about  1820,  locating  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  re- 
mained until  1835,  when  they  came  to  Ohio  and  numbered  them- 
selves among  the  pioneers  of  Richland  county,  where  Mr.  Held  be- 
came the  owner  of  a good  farm,  having  been  a tailor  by  trade  and 
having  followed  the  same  to  a considerable  extent  in  the  pioneer 
community.  He  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1867,  his 
wife  having  passed  away  in  1864,  both  being  Mennonites  in  their 
religious  faith  and  practice.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Dr. 
Held  were  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Whisteler)  Barr,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  German  parentage,  and  they  became 
pioneers  of  Richland  county,  O.,  where  Mr.  Barr  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  his  wife  being  a resident  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  John  H.  Ileld 
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was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  in  Richland  county,  and  after  receiv- 
ing a common  school  education  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade. 
In  1850  he  came  to  Millcreek  township,  Williams  county,  where  lie 
followed  his  trade  for  thirteen  years.  He  then  removed  to  Hillsdale 
county,  Mich.,  where  he  purchased  a farm,  upon  which  he  resided  for 
the  ensuing  fourteen  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned  to 
Williams  county,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  owns  a small  farm 
in  Millcreek  township,  but  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son  William 
A.,  subject  of  this  review.  His  loved  and  devoted  wife  was  sum- 
moned to  the  eternal  life  on  the  15th  of  July,  1903,  and  of  their  six 
children  four  are  living,  two  daughters  having  died  in  infancy.  Laura 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Bavin,  of  Toledo;  the  Doctor  is  the  next  younger; 
Charles  L.  resides  in  Toledo;  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Rufus  Esterline, 
a farmer  of  Millcreek  township.  Dr.  Held  secured  his  preliminary 
educational  discipline  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and  Michigan  and 
then  entered  the  Fayette  Normal  University,  at  Fayette,  O.,  and  in 
1893  he  was  graduated  in  the  scientific  department  of  the  Tri-State 
Normal  School,  at  Angola,  Ind.  In  pursuing  his  higher  education  he 
depended  largely  upon  his  own  resources,  defraying  much  of  the 
expense  of  his  college  work  by  teaching  in  the  public  schools  at  inter- 
vals, while  he  had  recourse  to  the  same  means  in  meeting  the  expenses 
of  his  professional  education.  He  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  a 
private  way  and  finally  entered  the  Chicago  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College,  in  which  fine  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a member  of 
the  class  of  1897,  duly  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
He  forthwith  established  himself  in  practice  in  West  Unity,  and  his 
success  has  been  gratifying  and  unequivocal,  attesting  his  technical 
skill  and  also  his  personal  popularity  in  the  community.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Held  have  an  attractive  modern  residence  in  their  home  town  and  are 
also  owners  of  a good  farm,  comprising  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
in  Jefferson  township,  besides  other  property  in  West  Unity.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Williams  Countv  Medical  Society  and  the  Ohio  Homo- 
eopathic Medical  Society,  and  his  political  adherency  is  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  On  June  27,  1895,  Dr.  Held  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Bertha  Fenimore,  daughter  of  John  H.  Fenimore,  of  West  Unity, 
of  whom  individual  mention  is  made  on  another  page.  Mrs.  Held  was 
born  in  Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  011  June  16,  1874,  and 
received  her  education  in  the  Wset  Unity  schools,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  in  1892.  Dr.  Held  and  wife  have  two  children — Yerile 
I.,  born  February  1,  1897,  and  Geneva  M.,  born  September  12,  1899. 

JOHN  HELLER,  a prominent  farmer  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Williams  county,  O..  was  born  in  Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  on  December 
7.  1829.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  D.  and  Margaret  (Daniels)  Heller, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Jacob  D.  Heller,  the  son  of  John 
Heller,  who  lived  and  died  in  the  Keystone  State,  was  reared  on  a farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county.  In  1838  he 
removed  to  Crawford  county,  O.,  where  lie  cleared  and  improved  a 
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farm  and  there  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His 
widow  survived  him  four  years.  They  first  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian 
church,  but  later  in  life  joined  the  Lutheran  church.  Of  the  twelve 
children  born  to  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth. 
John  Heller  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  was  educated  by  attend- 
ing the  pioneer  schools  a few  months  each  winter  in  Crawford  county, 
O.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  learned  the  plasterer’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  twenty  years.  In  1864  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county,  and  six  years  later 
settled  on  it.  He  has  since  added  eighty  acres  to  his  original  purchase. 
As  this  land  was  unimproved  and  heavily  timbered  it  required  a vast 
amount  of  labor  to  clear  and  prepare  it  for  cultivation.  By  dint  of 
hard  work  and  untiring  energy  he  has  brought  it  to  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  making  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  Williams 
county.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  In  1869 
he  married  Miss  Eliza  Pry,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Ricca  (Bow- 
man) Pry,  who  were  both  natives  of  Germany  and  early  settlers  in 
Crawford  county,  O.  To  this  union  there  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Clara,  born  January  8,  1871;  Frederick,  born  January 

28,  1873 ; William,  born  July  17,  1875  i Albert,  born  April  11,  1879,  and 
Ollie,  born  October  9,  1882,  each  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and 
received  a good  education.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heller  are  spending  their 
declining  years  on  the  old  homestead  and  rank  high  in  the  estimation 
of  their  life-long  friends  and  neighbors. 

LEVI  HENDRICKS,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Kunkle,  was  for 
many  years  actively  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  county 
and  also  had  other  business  interests,  while  his  efforts  were  so  directed 
as  to  enable  him  to  attain  a competency.  He  has  passed  practically 
his  entire  life  in  Williams  county  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  its 
sterling  pioneer  families.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  Febru- 
ary 18,  1836,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Ferrier)  Hendricks, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Harrison  county,  this  state,  where  the 
respective  families  were  founded  in  the  early  pioneer  epoch.  Jacob 
Hendricks  came  to  Williams  county  as  a pioneer  of  1838,  locating  in 
Jefferson  township,  where  he  reclaimed  and  otherwise  improved  a 
farm,  and  here  his  death  occurred  in  1869.  Pie  was  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. of  whom  three  of  the  sons  and  two  of  the  daughters  are  living. 
The  mother  died  in  1859.  She  was  a daughter  of  Rev.  Andrew  Fer- 
rier, who  was  an  early  settler  in  Williams  county,  where  he  followed 
milling  as  a business,  being  also  a clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  laboring  zealously  for  the  uplifting  of  his  fellow  men.  He 
passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  state  of  Indiana.  Levi 
Hendricks  was  but  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents’  removal 
to  Williams  county,  and  his  earliest  recollections  touch  upon  the  sur- 
roundings and  operation  of  the  pioneer  farm,  in  which  work  he  began 
to  assist  while  still  a boy.  In  the  meanwhile  he  attended  the  schools 
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of  the  locality  as  opportunity  presented,  which  was  principally  during 
the  winter  months  when  his  services  were  not  in  requisition  on  the 
home  farm.  He  continued  to  follow  farming  after  attaining  maturity 
and  has  owned  several  good  farms  in  the  county,  where  he  also  oper- 
ated a threshing  machine  for  a number  of  years.  In  1866  he  engaged 
in  the  operation  of  a sawmill,  making  a success  of  the  enterprise,  and 
he  is  now  living  essentially  retired  in  Ivunkle,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  since  1885,  being  held  in  high  regard  in  the  community.  In  1862 
he  became  a member  of  a company  of  home  guards,  and  in  1864  went  to 
the  front  as  a member  of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-second 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  four  months  and  then  receiving  an 
honorable  discharge.  In  1865  he  re-enlisted,  for  a term  of  one  year, 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  with  which  he  continued  in  service  until  victory  crowned  the 
Union  arms  and  the  war  ended.  In  politics  Mr.  Hendricks  is  aligned 
as  a supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  1857  Mr. 
Hendricks  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  Greek,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Greek,  an  honored  pioneer  of  Williams  county,  and  of  the 
eight  children  of  this  union  seven  are  living.  The  eight  children,  in 
order  of  birth,  were:  Amelia,  Burton  A.,  Jennie,  Almeda  (deceased), 
Alvertis,  Emma,  Wesley  and  Charles.  Mrs.  Hendricks  died  in  1884, 
having  been  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  in 
1894  Mr.  Hendricks  consummated  a second  marriage,  being  then 
united  to  Mrs.  Marv  E.  Nisley,  of  this  county.  She  was  married  to 
Jacob  G.  Nisley  in  1862  and  he  died  on  August  6,  1892.  To  them  were 
born  three  children : Charles  F.,  Alonzo  J.  and  William  E.,  of  whom 
Charles  F.  is.  dead.  Mrs.  Hendricks’  maiden  name  was  Mary  E.  Coo- 
per, and  her  parents  were  Solomon  and  Louisa  (Truitt)  Cooper,  resi- 
dents of  Seneca  county,  O.  Burton  A.  Hendricks,  a son  of  Levi  and 
Fannie  (Greek)  Hendricks,  likewise  resides  in  Kunkle,  and  is  one  of 
the  prominent  farmers  and  business  men  of  this  section,  his  homestead, 
which  adjoins  the  town,  comprising  seventy-four  acres,  while  he  also 
owns  forty  acres  in  Millcreek  township  He  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  saw-milling  and  threshing  enterprises,  and  he  passed 
six  years  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  where  he  was  engaged  in  setting  and 
operating  hoisting  machinery,  in  which  connection  he  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  the  Auditorium  and  the  Masonic  Temple,  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal buildings  of  the  great  Western  metropolis.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  politics  and  is  a member  of  Kunkle  Lodge  No.  821,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  1896  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sadie  Wiley, 
who  was  born  in  Licking  county,  O.,  being  a daughter  of  Lafayette 
and  Alice  (Hardesty)  Wiley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burton  A.  Hendricks 
have  three  children : Homer  Brvan,  Arthur  Dewey,  and  Boyd  Wiley. 

JAMES  DELOS  HILL,  a well-known  and  able  member  of  the  bar 
of  Williams  county,  is  now  cashier  of  the  Montpelier  National  Bank. 
Mr.  Llill  was  born  in  Osceola,  Tioga  county,  Pa.,  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
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tember,  i860,  and  is  a son  of  Edwin  R.  and  Henrietta  L.  (Tharp)  Hill, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  September  21,  1820, 
while  the  latter  was  born  in  Osceola,  Pa.,  January  4,  1827.  Janies  D. 
Hill  passed  his  youthful  days  in  Noble  county,  Ind.,  being  reared  to  the 
sturdy  discipline  of  the  farm,  and  after  duly  availing  himself  of  the 
advantages  of  the  public  schools  he  entered  the  Michigan  Agricultural 
College,  near  Lansing,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  as  a student  for  four 
years.  In  June,  1888,  Mr.  Hill  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio. 
Shortly  afterward  he  opened  an  office  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Montpelier,  where  he  has  since  maintained  his  home 
and  where  he  built  up  an  excellent  professional  business.  In  politics 
he  is  numbered  among  the  stalwart  Republicans  of  Williams  county, 
where  he  has  been  an  active  worker  for  the  advancement  of  the  party 
cause.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Republican  national  convention  in 
1904.  He  served  one  term  as  mayor  of  Montpelier,  1891-3,  and  was 
the  first  secretary  of  the  Montpelier  municipal  water  and  lighting  plant 
and  system,  having  superintended  the  construction  of  the  plant.  In 

1898  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Williams  county,  serving 
one  term  and  making  an  excellent  record  as  public  prosecutor.  In 

1899  he  was  elected  cashier  of  what  is  now  the  Montpelier  National 

Bank,  which  executive  office  he  yet  holds.  July  6,  1892,  Mr.  Hill  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Diebley,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Catharine  Diebley,  and  she  died  on  the  5th  of  July,  1894,  leaving  no 
children.  May  31,  1898,  Mr.  Hill  married  Miss  Grace  L.  Stainthorpe, 
daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  Stainthorpe,  of  Montpelier,  and 
they  have  two  children:  Margaret  L.,  born  September  16,  1899,  and 

Henrietta  L.,  born  October  30,  1901. 

SAMUEL  HIMES,  one  of  the  representative  farmers  and  stock- 
growers  of  Pulaski  township,  is  one  of  those  sterling  citizens  whose 
memories  link  the  pioneer  epoch  in  this  section  with  the  latter  days 
of  opulent  prosperity  and  material  advancement,  his  parents  having 
settled  in  Williams  county  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  and  he  has 
personally  stood  for  the  highest  standard  of  citizenship  and  is  one  of 
the  valiant  soldiers  contributed  by  this  county  to  the  Union  forces 
during  the  era  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Himes  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  farm,  in  Pulaski  township,  this  county,  on  the  9th  of  July, 
1847,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Ritter)  Himes,  both  of 
whom  were  born  and  reared  in  Tuscarawas  county,  O..  where  their 
marriage  was  solemnized  and  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
1841,  when  they  came  to  Williams  county.  Here  the  father  secured 
forty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land,  in  Section  26,  Pulaski  township, 
and  on  the  same  he  erected  a log  house  of  the  type  common  to  the 
locality  and  period,  and  this  was  the  family  home  until  1866,  when  he 
erected  a substantial  frame  house,  which  is  still  standing.  He  devel- 
oped a good  farm  and  was  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  and  worthy 
citizens  of  the  county.  He  was  born  on  December  16.  1818.  and  at- 
tained a venerable  age,  his  death  occurring  February  1,  1903,  while 
his  devoted  wife  was  summoned  into  eternal  rest  on  the  20th  of 
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March,  1901.  Both  were  members  of  the  United  Brethren  church, 
and  in  politics  he  was  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party  from  the 
time  of  its  organization  until  that  of  his  death,  while  his  rectitude  of 
character  and  inflexible  honesty  of  purpose  retained  to  him  the  high 
regard  of  all  who  knew  him.  The  theory  of  race  suicide,  so  stren- 
uously deprecated  by  President  Roosevelt,  could  find  no  countenance 
in  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple,  concerning  whose  twelve  children 
the  following  data  is  offered : Melissa  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  Leichty 
and  resides  in  Albany,  Ore. ; Emeline  is  the  wife  of  James  Silliman, 
of  Pulaski  township;  Martha  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Schatser,  of 
Bryan,  this  county;  Samuel,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in 
order  of  birth ; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Jason  N.  Brandeberry,  of  Albany, 
Ore.;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Jerome  Matthews,  of  Warsaw,  Ind. ; Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Curtis  Shook,  of  Pulaski  township ; William  is  a 
successful  farmer  of  Pulaski  township,  as  is  also  Warren ; Matilda 
resides  in  Toledo,  O. ; Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Perry  Garlock,  of 
Bryan,  and  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Pease,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Samuel  Himes  was  reared  on  the  homestead  farm  and  early  became 
inured  to  the  sturdy  work  of  reclaiming  land  and  aiding  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  same,  while  his  educational  advantages  were  those 
afforded  in  a somewhat  irregular  attendance  in  the  local  schools, 
which  were  of  primitive  order.  In  January,  1864,  when  sixteen  years 
of  age,  he  tendered  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  as 
a private  in  Company  D,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Jacob  C.  Donaldson  being  captain  of  the  company.  The  regiment 
became  a part  of  the  Western  army,  and  Mr.  Himes  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  Ga.,  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  the 
battle  of  Atlanta,  besides  many  skirmishes,  and  was  with  Sherman  on 
his  memorable  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  He  was  severely 
wounded  in  an  engagement  near  Jonesboro.  He  took  part  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  the  National  capital,  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  in  July,  1865.  After  the  close  of  his  military  career  Mr. 
Himes  returned  to  Williams  county  and  soon  afterward  bought  his 
present  homestead  of  eighty  acres,  in  Section  23,  Pulaski  township, 
the  land  being  covered  with  the  native  timber,  which  he  proceeded 
to  remove,  placing  the  farm  under  cultivation  and  making  it  one  of 
the  valuable  farms  of  the  county.  He  first  erected  a small  log  house, 
and  in  this  kept  “bachelor’s  hall”  for  several  years,  but  in  1904  he 
erected  his  present  commodious  and  substantial  modern  residence; 
and  other  permanent  improvements  are  of  excellent  order.  All  of 
the  land  is  eligible  for  cultivation  except  fifteen  acres,  which  are  still 
covered  with  the  fine  timber  of  the  pioneer  days.  Mr.  Himes  has 
won  success  through  persistent  and  arduous  effort  and  is  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  and  honored  citizens  of  his  native  county.  He 
gives  his  support  to  the  Republican  party  and  takes  a loyal  interest 
in  local  affairs,  though  never  seeking  official  position  of  any  sort.  On 
the  26th  of  December,  1894,  Mr.  Himes  was  united  in  marriage  to 
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Miss  Cassie  Noonan,  who  was  born  in  Crestline,  O.,  on  February  io, 
1857,  being  a daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Mary  (Zigler)  Noonan,  the 
former  a native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Himes  have  five  children,  as  follows:  Nellie  Dale,  Sylvia  Ellen, 

Merlin  Ellwood,  Densil  D.  and  Willard.  Mrs.  Himes  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

GEORGE  HINEMAN,  a thrifty  farmer  of  Center  township,  Will- 
iams county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Stark  county  of  that  State,  where  he 
was  born  September  12,  1841.  He  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Mag- 
dalena (Householder)  Hineman,  both  natives  of  Strasburg,  Germany. 
After  their  marriage  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  coming 
directly  to  Ohio,  settled  first  in  Stark  county,  and  about  the  year  1848 
removed  to  Williams  county,  where  his  wife  died  in  1877  and  he  two 
years  later.  To  their  marriage  nine  children  were  born,  of  whom  seven 
are  still  living.  He  was  a weaver  by  trade,  a farmer  and  distiller  by 
occupation,  a Democrat  in  politics  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  George  Hineman  were 
Frederick  and  Magdalena  Hineman,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Stark  county,  where  both  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  His  maternal  grandfather,  after  the  death 
of  his  wife  in  Stark  county,  came  to  Williams  county,  where  he  died  at 
a mature  age.  George  Hineman  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  re- 
ceived a common  school  education  in  the  schools  of  Stark  and  Williams 
counties.  He  chose  farming  as  his  life  work  and  now  owns  a farm  of 
two  hundred  acres.  At  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  near 
Melbern  on  the  old  Hanam  place.  While  engaged  in  general  farming, 
he  has  his  place  well  supplied  with  good  stock  of  all  kinds.  In  public 
affairs  he  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  and  has  held  the  offices  of 
school  director  and  road  supervisor.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics 
and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  On  December 
21,  1867,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Barbara  Niederaur,  born 
in  Baiern  Kaiserlautern.  Germany,  July  15,  1847,  the  daughter  of  the 
brother  of  John  Niederaur,  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  To  their  marriage  one  son  has  been  born,  named  Philemon 
D.  Philemon  D.  Hineman  was  born  in  Williams  county  February 
18,  1875,  and  received  his  education  in  the  Bryan,  O.,  public  schools. 
Having  chosen  farming  as  his  occupation,  he  located  on  a farm  of  one 
hundred  acres,  a part  of  the  old  homestead,  where  he  follows  general 
farming.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party  and 
with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  I11  June, 
1897,  was  wedded  to  Miss  Emma  Marks,  who  was  born  in  Cincin- 
nati, O.,  March  21,  1875,  and  by  her  has  two  children.  They  arc: 
Rutherford,  born  December  30,  1899,  and  George  Loraine,  born  in 
September,  1902.  These  parents  have  also  an  adopted  daughter, 
Flossie  Hart. 
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JOHN  HICKOX,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Pulaski  township  and  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Bryan,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  the 
Canton  of  Bern,  Switzerland,  where  he  was  born  August  29,  1843. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Rhodes)  Hickox,  both  natives 
of  Switzerland.  In  May,  1853,  John  Hickox,  with  his  wife  and  five 
children,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York  city. 
From  there  they  went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  three  months  later  crossed 
Lake  Erie  to  Portage  county,  O.,  where  they  located  on  a farm  and 
resided  for  many  years.  In  1890  John  Hickox  removed  to  Trumbull 
county,  O.,  where  he  died  ten  years  later,  aged  eighty-three  years.  His 
widow  survived  him  one  year,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living. 
They  are:  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Alice,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Higgins  of  Minnesota;  Emil  of  Trumbull  county;  Lena,  the  wife  of 
Edward  White  of  Geauga  county,  O. ; Rose,  now  Mrs.  White  of 
Geauga  county;  Albert,  a resident  of  the  State  of  Missouri;  Frank  of 
Geauga  county,  and  William  of  South  Dakota.  John  Hickox  lived  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  when  he  made  his  home 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age  with  Judge  Foster  of  Portage  county. 
His  education  was  such  as  the  common  schools  of  that  day  afforded. 
In  December,  1870,  he  came  to  Bryan  and  married  Miss  Isabcll  Ames, 
whose  parents  were  then  deceased,  but  old  residents  of  Williams 
county.  Returning  to  Portage  county  with  his  wife,  he  followed 
general  farming  for  the  next  three  years.  In  1873  he  removed  to 
Williams  county  and  located  on  a farm  one  mile  southeast  of  Bryan. 
Here  he  followed  farming  until  1901,  when  he  became  a citizen  of 
Bryan.  In  politics  lie  has  always  been  an  earnest  Democrat,  serving 
as  trustee  of  Pulaski  township  for  two  terms.  In  1902  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  has  been  a 
Mason  for  more  than,  forty  years,  having  been  made  such  by  the  Gar- 
retsville,  O.,  lodge.  Mrs.  Hickox  was  born  in  Pulaski  township  in 
1848,  and  died  in  190  t..  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  Ames,  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  the  county.  No  children  were  born  to  this  marriage. 

JOHN  HINKLE,  a well-to-do  and  highly  respected  farmer  of 
Edgerton,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Hicksville,  Defiance 
county,  of  that  State,  January  5,  1849.  He  is  the  son  of  Streper  and 
Olivia  (Barker)  Hinkle,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
latter  of  New  York  State.  His  grandparents  were  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (Streper)  Hinkle,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Joseph  Hinkle, 
after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  her  native  state,  came  to  Williams 
county,  O.,  in  1862,  and  died  there  the  following  year.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  John  Hinkle  were  William  and  Electa  (West)  Bar- 
ker, who  settled  in  DeKalb  county,  Tnd.,  in  1836,  where  both  died.  Electa 
in  1838  and  William  in  1839.  His  great-grandfather,  Hinkle,  had 
twelve  sons  and  one  daughter.  Streper  Hinkle  was  born  in  North- 
ampton county,  Pa.,  February  8.  1814.  He  grew  to  manhood  at  home, 
receiving  a fair  public  school  education,  and  in  1836  removed  to  Hicks- 
ville, O.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Williams  county,  settling  on  a farm 
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in  St.  Joseph  township,  where  he  lived  nine  years,  then  sold  and  bought 
another' farm  in  the  same  township,  where  he  died  November  19,  1903, 
aged  eighty-nine  years,  nine  months  and  eleven  days.  While  a black- 
smith by  trade  he  made  farming  his  chief  occupation.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a fine  hundred-acre  farm,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  for 
some  years  a trustee  of  St.  Joseph  township.  He  and  wife  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  only  two  are  living,  John  and 
his  brother  Edward  of  DeKalb  county,  Ind.  His  wife  died  in  April, 
1874,  aged  nearly  fifty  years.  John  Hinkle  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm,  receiving  a fair  common  school  education,  and  chose 
farming  as  his  life’s  work.  The  old  homestead  of  one  hundred  acres 
now  belongs  to  him.  For  twenty-two  years  he  resided  in  DeKalb 
county,  Ind.,  where  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  four  years. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat  and  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On  July  4,  1876,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Emma  E.  Hunt,  a native  of  Barry  county,  Mich., 
born  near  Kalamazoo,  July  21,  1854,  the  daughter  of  Theodore  and 
Hannah  (Boughton)  Hunt,  the  former  born  in  Seneca  county,  May 
20,  1826,  and  the  latter  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  April  19,  1829.  Theo- 
dore Hunt  is  a son  of  Obediah  Hunt,  who  settled  at  Fostoria,  O.,  in 
an  early  day  and  then  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  died.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hinkle  was  Ebenezer  D.  Boughton,  a native  of 
New  York,  who  came  to  Fostoria  in  an  early  day  and  settled  on  a 
farm  near  that  city.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Ann  Hoyt,  a native  of 
Connecticut,  who  came  with  her  parents  to  New  York  and  then  to 
Fostoria.  Here  Ebenezer  D.  Boughton  and  wife  both  died.  To  John 
Hinkle  and  wife  four  children  have  been  born.  Olivia,  the  eldest 
child,  was  born  in  Williams  county  June  13,  1877,  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  DeKalb  county,  Ind.,  and  Butler  high  school. 
She  married  Charles  F.  Jackman,  of  Hamilton,  Ind.,  and  is  the  mother 
of  one  child,  Electa  Ellen.  Theodore  Streper,  the  second  child,  was 
born  in  DeKalb  county,  February  7,  1879,  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  county.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation  and  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Edna  Maier  of  Williams  county,  in  March,  1903.  They  have 
one  child,  Earl  Emanuel.  Lora  Harriett,  the  third,  was  born  in  De- 
Kalb county,  August  20,  1882.  After  graduating  from  the  Indiana 
and  Ohio  public  schools  she  took  a course  at  the  Angola  Normal,  and 
is  now  a successful  teacher  in  Williams  county.  Orin  Barker,  the 
fourth  child,  was  born  in  DeKalb  county,  April  19,  1885,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  is  now  a student  of  the  Tri-State 
Normal  at  Angola,  Ind.,  where  he  is  taking  a business  course.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hinkle  are  very  proud  of  the  attainments  of  their  children 
in  an  educational  line,  for  they  have  spared  no  effort  to  give  them 
the  best  education  the  country  afforded.  Mrs.  Hinkle  herself  was  a 
teacher  for  five  years  before  her  marriage,  having  graduated  from  the 
Bryan,  O.,  Normal. 
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DAVID  HISSONG,  a well-to-do  farmer  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Bed- 
ford county,  Pa.,  on  January  6,  1831.  His  parents,  John  F.  and  Sarah 
(Prinkley)  Hissong,  were  both  natives  of  Bedford  county.  On 
April  1,  1831,  they  removed  to  Knox  county,  O.,  where  they  resided 
until  1854,  when  they  came  to  Williams  county.  A year  later  they 
removed  to  Elkhart  county,  Ind.,  and,  after  spending  a year  there,  to 
Richland  county,  O.,  where  Mrs.  Hissong  died  in  May,  1857.  Ten 
years  after  his  wife’s  death,  John  Hissong*  died  in  I\nox  county,  O. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the 
Dunkard  church.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them  seven  are  yet 
living.  David  Hissong,  until  eighteen  years  old,  grew  up  on  his 
father’s  farm,  receiving  such  an  education  as  the  common  schools  of 
that  day  afforded.  Having  learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  he  followed 
that  occupation,  working  first  in  Liberty,  Knox  county,  and  then  in 
Independence,  now  Butler,  Richland  county,  O.,  where  he  remained 
until  1871.  Next  he  went  to  Michigan,  spending  a year  in  that  State, 
then  to  Pleasant  Lake,  Ind.,  and  from  there  to  Alverado,  Steuben 
county,  Ind.  After  a year’s  sojourn  at  this  point  he  came  to  Edon, 
where  he  followed  his  avocation  for  some  years.  Then  he  built  the 
hotel  at  Edon  and  conducted  that  business  for  seven  years.  During 
this  time  he,  was  engaged  also  in  the  livery  and  saw-mill  business.  In 
1883  he  purchased  the  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  which  he  has  since  re- 
sided. After  clearing  the  land  he  erected  a dwelling  on  it  which  was 
destroyed  bv  fire  in  1809.  Later  he  built  his  present  residence  and 
in  1902  a fine  barn.  He  devotes  his  time  to  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
having  served  as  Mayor  of  Edon  for  a short  time  and  as  a member 
of  the  district  school  board.  In  religious  matters  he  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On  December  29,  1853,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marrilla  Patience  Andrews  of  Richland 
county,  O.,  and  their  union  was  blessed  by  eight  children.  Their 
names  follow:  Sarah  Marrilla,  Thomas  B.,  deceased;  Cynthia  Ann, 

Ida,  deceased : Nancy  Elzina,  Millie  Alberta,  Francis,  Iona  and  James 
Chester.  His  wife  having  died  on  February  3,  1896,  David  Hissong 
was  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock  to  Mrs.  Sara  Jane  Brown,  nee 
Breeding,  a native  of  Champaign  county,  O. 

MARTIN  T.  HODSON,  a successful  business  man  and  capitalist 
of  Pioneer,  O.,  is  a native  of  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county, 
having  been  born  on  December  10,  1855.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
Hodson,  mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the  review  that  follows  this 
sketch.  Martin  T.  Hodson  was  reared  on  a farm  until  fourteen  years 
of  age  and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county 
and  the  Pioneer  high  school.  When  fourteen  years  old  he  began 
clerking  in  a drug  store,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  embarked  in  busi- 
ness in  Pioneer  for  himself.  Today  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prosperous  business  men  of  Pioneer.  On  November  8,  1894,  with  J. 
A.  Grant  and  George  Young  as  partners,  he  organized  the  Pioneer 
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Banking  Company,  an  enterprise  that  has  met  with  unusual  success. 
For  ten  years  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Pioneer  Banking  Com- 
pany, he  carried  on  the  banking  business  under  the  name  of  the 
Pioneer  bank.  Mr.  Hodson  owns  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township, 
one  in  Madison  township,  and  valuable  property  in  Pioneer.  He 
built  an  elevator  in  Pioneer,  and  in  1904  organized  the  Pioneer  Ele- 
vator Company,  of  which  enterprise  he  is  a stockholder,  a director  and 
secretary.  As  a money-lender  he  holds  quite  a prominent  place.  In 
politics  he  acts  independently  of  the  political  parties,  preferring  to 
use  his  own  judgment  in  the  selection  of  candidates  for  office.  In 
1879  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Eggleston,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Weaver)  Eggleston,  of  Williams  county. 
Daniel  Eggleston  settled  in  Williams  county  in  an  early  day  and  he 
and  wife  spent  their  lives  there.  He  was  a farmer,  a Republican,  and 
with  his  wife  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  The  follow- 
ing children  were  born  to  Mr.  Hodson  and  wife:  Fred  M.,  educated 

in  the  Pioneer  high  school  and  at  the  Ada,  O.,  Pharmacy  school,  from 
which  institution  he  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  is  now 
in  business  with  his  father ; Minnie  B.,  who  died,  aged  two  years  and 
eleven  months,  and  Richard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months. 

THOMAS  HODSON,  who  was  one  of  the  sterling  pioneers  of 
Williams  county,  is  most  consistently  accorded  a memorial  tribute  in 
this  publication.  He  removed  from  Richland  county  to  Williams 
county  more  than  half  a century  ago,  and  here  lived  a life  which  was 
useful  and  exemplary  in  every  relation.  He  was  born  at  Navenby, 
Lincolnshire,  England,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1814,  being  a son  of 
George  and  Sophia  (Sibcey)  Hodson,  both  of  whom  were  likewise 
natives  of  Lincolnshire,  while  the  former  was  a son  of  Martin  Hod- 
son, who  was  born  in  Bedfordshire  and  who  was  steward  of  the  Duke 
of  Bedfordshire.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  George  Hodson  took 
up  his  residence  in  Navenby,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  trade  of  wheelwright.  In  1815  he  served  as  sergeant  in  the 
English  army,  in  the  war  with  France.  He  died  in  1823,  and  four 
years  later  his  widow,  who  was  born  in  1791,  became  the  wife  of 
William  Dobbs,  with  whom  she  came  to  America  in  the  same  year, 
being  accompanied  by  six  of  the  seven  children  of  her  first  marriage. 
They  came  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a pioneer  farm  in  Richland  county, 
where  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dobbs  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Thomas  Hodson  attended  school  in  his  native  land  until  he  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his  mother  and  stepfather 
to  the  United  States,  being  reared  to  manhood  in  Richland  county, 
O.,  where  he  assisted  in  reclaiming  wild  land  and  in  the  other  details 
of  farm  work  in  the  pioneer  epoch.  On  the  13th  of  August,  1840, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Stephenson,  a daughter  of 
Levi  Stephenson,  who  came  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania  about  the 
year  1814.  Seven  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Hodson  came  to  Wil- 
liams county  and  purchased  nearly  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
in  1854  he  came  with  his  family  and  took  up  a permanent  residence 
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in  this  county,  passing  one  year  in  Bridgewater  Center  and  then  taking 
up  his  residence  on  his  landed  estate,  a large  portion  of  which  he 
reclaimed  from  the  virgin  forest.  In  1870  he  removed  from  the  farm 
to  the  village  of  Pioneer,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and  he  was  honored  with 
election  to  various  township  offices,  ever  commanding  the  unquali- 
fied respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  During  the  many  years  through 
which  he  practiced  law  in  the  justice  courts  he  achieved  remarkable 
success,  having  gained  a comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  law  through 
careful  reading  and  through  his  experience,  though  he  was  never 
formally  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grange, 
having  been  the  first  president  of  the  first  Grange  organized  in  Pio- 
neer. Being  essentially  a student  and  thinker,  he  spent  many  of  his 
leisure  hours  in  his  library,  which  was  exceptionally  comprehensive 
and  select.  This  worthy  pioneer  passed  to  his  reward  in  1894,  and 
his  wife  died  in  1904.  Concerning  their  children  the  following  is  a 
brief  record : George  is  a resident  of  Superior  township ; Mary  A.  is 

the  wife  of  Andrew  J.  Bostater,  of  Montpelier;  Jobe  is  the  subject 
of  further  mention  in  this  connection ; Sophia,  who  is  the  widow  of 
Henry  Umbenhauer,  resides  in  the  city  of  Toledo;  Minerva  is  the 
wife  of  George  Letcher,  of  California ; Martin  T.  resides  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Pioneer,  and  John  H.  is  deceased.  Jobe  Hodson,  the  second 
son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Stephenson)  Hodson,  was  born  near 
Mansfield,  Richland  county,  Ohio,  011  the  17th  of  July,  1845,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Williams  county  in  1854.  Here  his  youth  was 
passed  after  the  manner  of  the  average  young  man  of  the  locality  and 
period.  He  gave  himself  to  arduous  toil  on  the  home  farm  during 
the  summer  seasons  and  to  earnest  study  in  the  local  schools  during 
the  winter  terms,  supplementing  his  common  school  discipline  with 
a course  of  study  in  the  normal  department  of  Mykrantz  Hall,  in 
Bryan,  this  county.  He  taught  in  the  district  schools  for  twelve  years 
during  the  winter  terms,  but  continued  to  reside  on  the  home  farm, 
in  Bridgewater  township,  and  after  the  homestead  came  into  his 
possession,  in  1873,  he  made  noteworthy  improvements  on  the  place, 
which  he  developed  into  one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  He  also 
built  and  operated  a creamery  on  the  farm,  giving  it  his  personal 
supervision  for  a number  of  years  and  until  failing  health  admonished 
him  to  abate  his  strenuous  labors  and  close  application.  He  accord- 
ingly turned  the  farm  and  creamery  over  to  his  son  John,  who  has 
since  had  the  management  of  the  place,  and  has  given  it  the  name  of 
Spring  Brook  Stock  farm,  devoting  it  especially  to  the  breeding  of 
pure-bred  cattle,  swine  and  sheep.  Mr.  Hodson  and  wife  then  removed 
to  the  attractive  village  of  Montpelier,  in  February,  1898.  Here, 
aside  from  attending  to  his  private  business  and  fulfilling  his 
executive  duties  as  vice-president  of  the  Montpelier  National  bank,  he 
is  living  a retired  life.  In  politics  Mr.  Hodson  is  an  independent 
Democrat,  and  where  no  important  issues  are  involved  he  votes  for 
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men  rather  than  being  restricted  to  close  partisan  lines.  He  is  of 
a retiring  disposition,  and  has  always  put  others  forward  rather  than 
himself.  Though  frequently  urged  to  become  a candidate  for  public 
office,  only  in  one  instance  has  he  permitted  his  name  to  be  used  in 
such  connection.  In  religion  he  is  essentially  a humanitarian,  having 
a reverence  for  spiritual  verities,  but  being  a rationalist  and  holding 
the  golden  rule  as  representing  the  best  guide  for  all,  regardless  of 
sect  or  denomination,  and  he  strives  to  be  helpful  to  his  fellowmen  in 
all  the  relations  of  life.  On  the  nth  of  December,  1873,  Mr.  Hodson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hill,  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship. She  was  born  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1855,  being  a daughter  of  Edwin  R.  and  Henrietta  (Tharp) 
Hill,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  state  of  New  York.  Following 
are  brief  data  concerning  the  childrn  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodson : 
Thomas  E.,  who  married  Miss  Ada  Grannis,  daughter  of  Frank 
Grannis,  is  a resident  of  Montpelier;  John,  who  married  Miss  Mabel 
Jerdin,  resides  on  the  home  farm,  as  already  noted ; Martha  is  the 
wife  of  Andrew  J.  Bucklew,  of  Bryan;  and  Ray  remains  at  the 
parental  home  and  is  attending  the  public  schools  of  Montpelier. 

JOHN  W.  HOKE,  undertaker  and  city  clerk  of  Bryan,  Williams 
county,  O.,  was  born  at  Tiffin,  Seneca  county,  of  that  state,  December 
29,  1848.  Pie  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Polly  (Murray)  Hoke,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born  at  Chambersburg,  Franklin 
county,  in  1823,  and  the  latter  in  the  same  county  in  1829.  His  grand- 
father was  John  Hoke,  also  a native  of  Franklin  county,  and  of 
English  descent.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  Jacob  Murray  of 
Scotch-Irish  extraction.  Jacob  Hoke  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Ohio  in  1846,  settling  in  Seneca  county.  A year  later  he  returned  to 
Franklin  county  and  was  married.  When  he  returned  to  Seneca 
county  his  parents  and  those  of  his  wife  came  with  him,  and  there  they 
spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  Jacob  Hoke  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and,  with  his  wife,  a member  of  the  German  Reformed  church.  He 
died  May  3,  1888,  and  his  widow  is  still  living.  John  W.  Hoke  was 
reared  in  Tiffin,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  After  graduat- 
ing from  the  Tiffin  schools  he  spent  two  and  one-half  years  at  Heidle- 
burg  college.  Then  for  five  winters  he  was  engaged  in  teaching.  On 
September  24,  1872,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Ettie  Smith.  After  his 
marriage  he  removed  to  Attica,  Seneca  county,  and  engaged  in  the 
undertaking  business  with  his  father-in-law,  William  Smith,  who  had 
been  an  embalmer  at  that  place  for  many  years.  In  December,  1885, 
Mr.  Hoke  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  conducted  the 
business  by  himself  until  1894,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Bryan,  taking  up  the  same  line.  From  the  very  start  he  has  been  un- 
usually successful,  his  establishment  being  one  of  two  in  Bryan.  In 
1900  he  was  elected  city  clerk  and  two  years  later  re-elected,  but  by 
legislative  enactment  his  second  term  was  cut  short  one  year.  In  his 
third  race  for  the  office  lie  was  equally  successful,  so  that  he  has 
served,  altogether,  five  years.  Aside  from  his  duties  as  city  clerk  he 
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has  acted  as  bookkeeper  of  the  electric  light  and  water  works  plants  of 
the  city.  In  religious  matters  he  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  is  an  active  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  a charter  member  of  the  Attica  lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  organizer  of  the  Chicago  Junction,  O.,  lodge  of 
the  same  society,  and  of  the  Maccabees,  in  which  organization  he  has 
served  as  record  keeper  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  represented  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  three  terms  at  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  order. 
Two  sons  have  been  born  to  John  W.  Hoke  and  wife.  They  are: 
Frank,  who  is  now  train  dispatcher  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road at  Newcastle,  Pennsylvania,  and  William,  who  is  general  manager 
of  the  Hicksville  Telephone  company  at  Hicksville,  O. 

JOHN  HOLLINGER,  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  St. 
Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Sandusky  county, 
O.,  February  12,  1852.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles  Hollinger,  who  was 
the  son  of  Bartlett  and  Caroline  Hollinger;  both  natives  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1848.  Their  son  Charles  had 
married  Philipina  Hopp,  in  1841,  and  all  came  to  America  together, 
locating  in  Sandusky  county,  O.  Bartlett  Hollinger  and  wife  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Sandusky  county  until  their  respective  deaths,  his 
death  occurring  about  1852  and  hers  in  1866.  They  had  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  viz  : Henry,  deceased ; Charles,  deceased ; Fred, 

deceased ; Jacob,  who  resides  on  the  old  original  homestead  in  San- 
dusky county,  O. ; Elizabeth  married  John  Snyder,  a Mexican  war 
veteran,  both  now  dead ; Harriet  married  Adam  Miller,  and  both  are 
dead.  The  latter  were  the  parents  of  one  daughter  and'  two  sons,  viz : 
Mary,  who  married  Win.  Wick,  and  resides  in  Toledo,  O. ; John,  de- 
ceased, and  Adam,  who  resides  on  the  old  Miller  homestead.  Charles 
Hollinger  and  wife,  Philipina,  had  three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  living.  They  are:  Louisa,  Charles,  Harriet,  Sarah, 

Ellen  N.,  Caroline,  John,  Catharine,  Jacob  and  Mary.  Their  father, 
Charles  Hollinger,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, on  September  14,  1814,  and  died  in  Williams  county,  O.,  July 
21,  1889.  His  wife,  Philipina,  was  born  in  the  same  part  of  Germany, 
June  14,  1814,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  John  Hollinger,  on 
January  23,  1905.  They  were  both  devoted  members  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Association,  both  uniting  with  the  church  at  the  same  protracted 
meeting  at  Bettsville,  Seneca  county,  O.,  in  1849.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  Mrs.  Hollinger  had  thirty-four  grand  children  and  twenty  great- 
grandchildren. Reared  on  a farm,  receiving  a fair  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Sandusky  and  Williams  counties,  and  having  learned 
the  carpenter  trade,  John  Hollinger  was  well  prepared  to  begin  life’s 
work.  In  1867  he  removed  to  Williams  county,  where  he  learned  his 
trade  and  there  plied  it  for  a number  of  years  successfully.  With  his 
savings  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  in  1881,  to  which  he  added  an- 
other tract  of  forty  acres  in  1896,  the  latter  purchase  lying  just  south 
of  the  former.  He  has  brought  this  land  to  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, having  equipped  it  with  all  the  necessary  buildings.  All  this  has 
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been  done  without  receiving  any  assistance  from  his  father.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican,  but  in  no  sense  an  aspirant  for  public  office. 
On  religious  matters  he  is  quite  liberal  in  his  views.  On  September  2, 
1875,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Julia  Suffel,  born  in  Defiance 
county,  O.,  March  29,  1857,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Goelt- 
zenleuchter)  Suffel,  the  former  a native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Peter  Suffel  emigrated  to  America  with  his  parents,  Philip  and 
Caroline  (Radenbaugh)  Suffel,  in  1837,  and  coming  to  Ohio  located 
in  Defiance  county  and  afterwards  removed  to  Williams  county,  near 
Edgerton,  where  his  father  died  in  1857  ancl  his  mother  in  1885.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  They  were  married  on  February  18,  1855,  and  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters.  Those  living 
are:  Julia,  wife  of  John  Hollinger;  Solomon  H. ; William;  Sarah,, 

wife  of  George  Shaefer  of  Emporia,  Kansas ; Emanuel ; Hannah,  the 
wife  of  William  Nihart  of  Center  township,  Williams  county;  Harriet, 
now  Mrs.  George  Ward  of  Blakeslee,  O. ; Benjamin  of  Center  town- 
ship, and  Peter  T.  Caroline,  the  eldest,  and  John,  the  tenth  child,  are 
dead.  Peter  Suffel  died  July  31,  1898,  aged  sixty-six  and  one  half 
years,  and  his  widow  is  still  living,  being  sixty-seven  years  old.  The 
paternal  great-grandparents  of  Mrs.  John  Hollinger  were  Christian 
and  Catherine  (Deihl)  Goeltzenleuchter,  both  of  whom  died  in  Ger- 
many. Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Henry  and  Catherine  (Gil- 
bert) Shaefer,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1837,  the  former 
dying  in  Stark  county,  O.,  in  1844,  and  the  latter  in  DeKalb  county,. 
Ind.,  about  1856.  To  John  Hollinger  and  wife  one  son  has  been  born, 
Peter  S.,  born  February  7,  1879,  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  a 
farmer,  working  on  his  father’s  place.  John  Hollinger  is  a member 
of  Edgerton  Lodge,  No.  608,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  his  son,  Peter,  is  also  a member  of  the  same  lodge.  All  three  are 
members  of  St.  Joseph  Rebecca  Lodge,  No.  151,  of  Edgerton,  O. 

JAMES  CHESTER  HOLLOWAY,  postmaster  of  Montpelier, 
Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township  of  that  county 
on  March  31,  1851.  He  is  the  son  of  Chester  S.  and  Caroline  (Wood) 
Holloway,  both  natives  of  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  the  former  born  ire 
1818  and  the  latter  in  1828.  His  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers, 
Chester  S.  Holloway,  Sr.,  and  Thomas  W.  Wood,  both  of  English* 
descent,  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Both  families  came  to 
Lucas  county,  O.,  about  the  year  1808,  and  located  west  of  the  present 
site  of  Maumee.  At  that  early  day  Toledo  consisted  of  one  double  log' 
house  and  Maumee  was  the  chief  trading  point  for  that  section  of  the 
country.  The  parents  of  James  C.  Holloway  were  married  in  Lucas 
county  and  in  1850  removed  to  Williams  county,  where  the  father 
bought  land  in  Bridgewater  township  of  the  government  for  $1.25 
per  acre.  The  land  was  covered  with  dense  forests,  not  a stick  of 
timber  having  been  cut  within  three  miles  of  his  purchase.  Here 
the  family  resided,  following  general  farming  until  1880,  when  they 
removed  to  Montpelier.  Chester  S.  Holloway  was  a Republican  ira 
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politics,  and  served  as  assessor  for  two  terms,  census  taker  for  two 
terms  and  constable  for  a number  of  years.  His  wife  was  an  ardent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  her  father  having  been 
a prominent  pioneer  preacher  of  that  denomination.  She  died  in  1868 
and  was  survived  by  her  husband  until  1890.  The  children  born  to 
these  parents  are  as  follows : William,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship; James  Chester;  Sidney,  retail  grocer  of  White  Cloud,  Mich.; 
Charles  H.,  a farmer  living  six  miles  north  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ; 
Everett,  a plasterer  and  brickmason  of  Montpelier.  James  Chester 
Holloway  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Bridgewater  township  and  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools.  After  leaving  school  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  carpenter  trade  and  then  successfully  followed  that 
occupation  for  many  years.  In  1884  he  came  to  Montpelier  and 
engaged  in  building  and  contracting.  Many  of  the  best  business  build- 
ings and  private  residences  in  the  town  were  erected  by  him,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  following:  The  Brannan  hotel,  the 

United  Brethren  church,  the  G.  A.  R.  block,  the  C.  C.  Lattanner  shoe 
store,  the  Miller  & Lamberson  hardware  store,  the  Bordner  property, 
the  Collins  drug  store,  the  C.  A.  Shorter  grocery  store,  and  the  resi- 
dences of  A.  P.  Rothenberger,  Jobe  Hodson,  William  Pew,  J.  M. 
Cummins,  and  his  own.  He  was  foreman  of  Boon  & Company’s  sash 
and  door  factory  for  five  years,  treasurer  of  the  Montpelier  Union 
Agricultural  Company  for  five  years,  and  secretary  of  the  same  cor- 
poration for  three  years.  In  politics  Mr.  Holloway  has  always  taken 
a deep  interest,  having  served  three  years  as  township  assessor,  seven 
years  as  councilman  of  Montpelier  and  five  years  as  a member  of 
the  x school  board.  In  1898  he  made  the  race  for  the  nomination  for 
county  treasurer,  and  was  defeated  by  the  fraction  of  a vote,  there 
being  seven  candidates.  In  November  of  the  same  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  by  President  McKinley  and  confirmed  by  the  Sen- 
ate in  January,  1899.  In  1903  he  was  reappointed  by  President  Roose- 
velt. He  is  a charter  member  of  the  Montpelier  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  a Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow.  On  January  1,  1877,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Adell  Culbertson,  a native  of  Wis- 
consin and  the  daughter  of  William  Culbertson,  who  lost  his  life 
while  serving  as  a soldier  of  the  Union  army  in  the  late  Civil  war. 
To  James  C.  Plolloway  and  wife  there  have  been  born  the  following 
children : Arthur  Ward,  who  is  in  charge  of  a news-stand  in  the  post- 
office  lobby ; Eva  Maude,  the  wife  of  Clarence  Mann  of  Montpelier ; 
and  Carrie,  who  assists  her  father  in  the  postoffice.  Mrs.  Holloway 
and  her  two  daughters  are  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Arthur  Ward  Holloway  married  Miss  Alice  Batterson  of  Pioneer,  O., 
and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one  son,  Arthur  Vane. 

CLAUDE  EARL  HOOVER.  M.  D.,  of  Edgerton,  O.,  was  born  at 
West  Unity,  Williams  county,  O.,  January  1,  1875.  He  is  the  son 
of  Andrew  Joshua  Hoover  and  Alice  Ann  (Ronk)  Hoover.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  at  West  Unity  and  graduated  from  the  high 
school  there  in  1892.  After  his  graduation  he  attended  a course  of 
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lectures  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  preparatory  to  the  study  of 
medicine  and  surgery.  In  the  summer  of  1894  he  matriculated  in  the 
Chicago  Homoeopathic  College  and  graduated  in  1897  with  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  After  taking  special  hospital  work  he  located  at  Edgerton, 
O.,  where  he  is  now  doing  a large  and  lucrative  general  practice  and 
making  a specialty  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  The 
Doctor  has  made  a careful  study  of  the  genealogical  history  of  his 
family,  in  all  its  branches,  and  desires  to  preserve  the  same  by  its 
insertion  in  this  volume.  Claude  Earl  Hoover  is  the  son  of  Andrew 
J.  Hoover,  born  October  1,  1846,  and  Alice  Ann  (Ronk)  Hoover, 
born  January  13,  1853.  Andrew  J.  lives  at  West  Unity  and  has  been 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  thirty  years.  Claude  E.  Hoover 
is  the  grandson  of  George  W.  Hoover,  born  July  29,  1823,  died  Febru- 
ary 16,  1892,  and  Rebecca  Martha  (Bear)  Hoover,  born  July  27,  1820, 
died  December  1,  1878;  great-grandson  of  Philip  Hoover,  who  lived 
at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  emigrated  from  Germany.  Rebecca  Martha 
Bear  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  David  Bear,  born  December  9, 
1785,  and  Esther  (Nailer)  Bear,  daughter  of  George  Nailer,  Esther 
being  born  on  January  31,  1788.  David  lived  in  Cumberland  county, 
Pa.,  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  August  13,  1867,  when  he  moved  to 
Pulaski,  O.,  to  live  with  his  son,  Daniel,  and  he  died  there,  May  22, 
1873.  David  and  Esther  Bear  were  married,  October  26,  1806.  David 
was  the  son  of  Jacob  Bear,  born  July  14,  1749,  died  July  14,  1793,  who 
married,  June  10,  1775,  Catherine  Snyder,  born  1752,  died  June  8, 
1817.  Jacob  Bear  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  colony,  after- 
wards State  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the  maternal  side,  Dr.  Hoover’s 
genealogy  is  as  follows:  Claude  Earl  Hoover,  son  of  Alice  (Ronk) 

Ploover;  grandson  of  James  Ronk,  Jr.,  born  March  23,  1822,  died 
March  6,  1904,  married  January  16,  1851,  to  Mary  Money,  born 
September  5,  1834,  the  latter  still  living.  James  Ronk,  Jr.,  was  the 
son  of  James  Ronk,  Sr.,  born  September  30,  1781,  died  March  6, 
1863,  married  April  16,  1807,  to  Hannah  Radiker,  born  February  10, 
1788,  died  April  22,  1878.  James  Ronk,  Sr.,  was  the  son  of  Johan- 
nes Ronk,  born  1740,  and  Wilhelmenia  Sloat,  born  1743,  and  the 
grandson  of  Johunnes  George  de  Rank,  born  1690,  and  Clara  Win- 
tenvyck,  born  1696.  The  last  named  Rank  was  a French  Hugenot 
and  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America.  He  located  at  New 
Paltz,  N.  Y.,  and  purchased  2,000  acres  of  land,  which  has  descended 
into  the  family  to  the  present  generation,  although  not  intact.  Dr. 
Ploover  is  also  the  grandson  of  Mary  Marcella  (Money)  Ronk,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Money,  born  1800,  died  1861 ; married  1819 
to  Sarah  Johnson,  who  died  in  1847.  The  Rev.  George  Money,  at 
one  time  (1876-7)  representative  from  Williams  county  in  the  Ohio 
legislature,  was  a brother  of  Mary  (Money)  Ronk.  John  Money  was 
the  son  of  Elisha  Money,  born  1750,  died  1846,  married  INI  ary  Mar- 
cella Summers.  Elisha  Money  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  PTe  and  his  wife  were  English  people,  and  lived  near  Fairfax 
Court  House,  Virginia,  owning  a plantation  and  200  slaves.  George 
Johnson  was  the  father  of  Sarah  (Johnson)  Money.  He  was  of  Irish 
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descent  and  was  born  in  1758  and  died  in  1838.  He  also  lived  in 
Fairfax  county,  Va.,  owning  a large  plantation  and  many  negroes. 
George  W.  Hoover,  grandfather  of  Claude  E.  Hoover,  was  of  Ger- 
man descent.  He  moved  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania  in  1853  and  pur- 
chased a tract  of  land  in  Millcreek  township,  Williams  county.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  February  24,  1865,  in  Company  D of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
until  December  18,  1865.  His  regiment  was  ordered  to  Harper’s 
Ferry,  where  it  did  guard  duty  for  a time,  and  then  went  into 
camp  at  Winchester,  Va.,  where  it  was  at  the  time  of  Lee’s  sur- 
render. The  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  for  pro- 
vost and  guard  duty.  Dr.  Claude  E.  Hoover  married  Jessie  Fremont 
Rolland,  August  25,  1898,  and  they  have  one  son,  Hillis  Rolland 
Hoover,  born  February  24,  1902. 

ELMER  E.  HOVERSTOCK,  a prominent  and  successful  mer- 
chant of  Montpelier,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead farm  on  May  31,  1865.  He  is  the  representative  of  a prominent 
family  that  came  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania  in  pioneer  days.  His 
grandparents  were  Tobias  and  Margaret  (Kollar)  Hoverstock.  He  is 
the  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Beam)  Hoverstock,  the  father  being  a 
native  of  Wayne  county,  O.,  and  the  mother  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  George  Hoverstock  was  born  on  March  19,  1818, 
and  reared  on  the  home  farm,  receiving  only  a limited  education.  In 
1843  he  made  a journey  on  foot  to  Williams  county,  when  it  was  still 
a heavily  timbered  wilderness,  and  two  years  later  located  on  a tract 
of  40  acres  in  Superior  township,  which  he  at  once  began  to  clear, 
improve  and  cultivate.  Subsequently  he  added  to  this  tract,  first 
eighty  acres  and  then  one  hundred  and  five  acres,  making  a total  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  in  the  homestead.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer,  served  one  term  each  as  township  trustee  and  road 
supervisor,  and  with  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran church.  On  March  23.  1843,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary 
Beam,  by  whom  lie  had  ten  children.  Their  names  follow : Wil- 
liam, a resident  of  Toledo,  O. ; Margaret  A.,  the  wife  of  Robert  Ogle 
of  Superior  township;  Amanda,  now  Mrs.  J.  C.  Crowl  of  Michigan; 
Harvey  A.,  of  Florence  township;  Hiram,  of  Jackson  county,  Kan.; 
Albert,  of  Oklahoma  territory ; Franklin  L.,  of  Cowley  county,  Kan. ; 
Ida,  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Gibson,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  Elmer  E.,  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  George  Hoverstock  died  at  the  homestead 
m 1901,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  nine  months.  Elmer  E.  Hover- 
stock grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  district 
schools  and  the  Montpelier  graded  school.  After  leaving  school  he 
worked  for  his  father  on  the  farm  for  eight  years  and  then  rented 
the  place  for  a like  period  of  time.  In  1897  he  purchased  the  Creek 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Superior  township,  one  mile  west  of 
Montpelier,  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  In  1903  he 
embarked  in  the  agricultural  implement  and  buggy  business  in  Mont- 
pelier, his  salesroom  being  one  of  the  largest  in  the  town.  Here  he 
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has  since  built  up  an  extensive  and  profitable  business,  the  results  of 
his  untiring  energy  and  scrupulous  honesty.  When  only  twenty-eight 
years  old  he  was  elected  road  supervisor  of  Superior  township,  ample 
proof  of  his  high  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens.  In  politics  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  taking  a deep  interest  in  public 
affairs.  The  lady  whom  he  chose  as  his  helpmeet  on  life’s  journey 
was  Miss  Elizabeth  Rettig,  who  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  O., 
in  1864,  the  daughter  of  Laurence  and  Elizabeth  (Dargitz)  Rettig, 
the  former  a native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoverstock,  as  follows: 
Flossie  Neva  and  George  Laurence. 

HARVEY  A.  HOVERSTOCK,  a general  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Superior 
township,  having  been  born  on  the  homestead  on  April  2,  1850.  He 
is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Beam)  Hoverstock,  the  former  a 
native  of  Wayne  county,  O.,  and  the  latter  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. George  Hoverstock  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  such 
an  education  as  the  public  schools  of  that  day  afforded.  Coming  to 
Williams  county  in  an  early  day  he  located  on  a farm  of  forty  acres 
in  Superior  township.  After  clearing  and  improving  this  tract  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  additional,  making  a 
total  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  in  the  homestead.  The 
accumulation  of  such  a large  body  of  land  demonstrates  that  he  was 
a man  of  push  and  enterprise.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and 
with  his  wife  a member  of  the  English  Lutheran  church.  Of  the 
ten  children  born  to  George  Hoverstock  and  wife  nine  are  still  living, 
one  having  died  in  infancy.  The  father  died  in  1901,  his  wife  having 
died  the  year  before.  Harvey  A.  Hoverstock  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  home  farm  and  received  his  education  by  attending  the  district 
schools  and  Bryan  high  school.  For  twenty-one  years  he  resided  on 
a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Northwest  township.  In  1901  he  sold  this 
farm  and  with  the  proceeds  purchased  the  farm  of  eighty  acres  on 
which  he  now  lives.  In  the  business  of  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  he  has  been  quite  successful.  Having  always  taken  a deep 
interest  in  public  affairs,  he  served  as  trustee  and  school  board  mem- 
ber in  Northwest  township  for  a number  of  years.  Lie  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 
On  March  9,  1875,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  Grif- 
fith, a native  of  Seneca  county,  O..  whose  parents,  Joseph  and  Cath- 
erine Griffith,  removed  to  Williams  county  and  located  on  a farm 
in  Superior  township,  one  mile  south  of  Montpelier,  where  both  died. 
Joseph  Griffith,  in  addition  to  farming,  followed  merchandising  in 
Metz,  Steuben  county,  Ind.  To  Harvey  A.  Hoverstock  and  wife 
three  children  have  been  born,  all  of  whom  are  living.  They  are: 
Berl  Dever,  who  married  Miss  Blanche  Hause  of  Williams  county,  by 
whom  he  has  had  one  daughter.  Demerris ; Mary  Catherine,  the  wife 
of  Otis  Hause  and  the  mother  of  one  son,  Harald ; and  Grace,  who  is 
now  teaching  in  the  Pioneer  schools. 
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GEORGE  HUBER,  a retired  merchant  of  Edon,  Williams  county, 
O.,  is  a native  of  Germany,  where  he  was  born  on  April  i,  1826.  His 
parents,  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Myre)  Huber,  were  members  of  prom- 
inent and  highly  respected  families  in  their  native  country.  Six 
children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  George  and  a daughter  are  the 
only  ones  now  living.  George  Huber  grew  to  manhood  at  the  home- 
stead and  received  a liberal  education  in  the  excellent  public  schools 
of  Germany.  On  September  28,  1852,  he  landed  at  the  port  of  New 
York  and  resided  five  years  in  the  metropolis,  working  at  anything 
that  presented  itself.  From  New  York  City  he  removed  to  Richland 
county,  O.,  where  he  remained  for  a like  period  of  time.  In  1863 
he  came  to  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  being  the  second 
man  to  engage  in  business  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Edon.  Here 
he  built  up  and  conducted  successfully  for  nearly  fifty  years  the  busi- 
ness that  he  disposed  of  in  September,  1902.  His  long  and  successful 
career  as  a merchant  has  enabled  him  to  retire  with  quite  a snug 
competency  from  the  cares  of  active  business  life.  While  always  very 
active  in  business  affairs,  he  has  never  been  too  busy  to  neglect  public 
matters.  For  seven  years  he  served  as  assessor  of  Florence  town- 
ship and  for  three  years  was  a member  of  the  school  board.  In 
politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and,  together  with 
his  wife,  is  a member  of  the  Christian  church.  On  December  12, 
1852,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stenger,  born  in 
Germany  on  January  20,  1833,  the  daughter  of  Adam,  and  Julia 
(Dambrach)  Stenger,  both  of  whom  lived  and  died  in  their  native 
country.  To  George  Huber  and  wife  there  have  been  born  eleven 
children,  of  whom  eight  are  yet  living.  The  names  of  the  children 
follow:  George  H.  (deceased),  Charles  (deceased),  Emma,  Katie  (de- 
ceased), Mary,  Charles,  William  J.,  Louisa,  Henry  H.,  Augustus  A. 
and  Julia  F.  In  1902  he  and  wife  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  their  wedded  life,  on  which  occasion  they  were  congratulated  and 
substantially  remembered  by  their  relatives  and  numerous  friends. 

WILLIAM  A.  HUFFMAN,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  and 
representative  citizens  of  Florence  township,  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  O.,  on  the  16th  of  November,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Anna  (Floffer)  Huffman,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Donegal 
township,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  March  5,  1818,  while  the  latter 
was  born  in  Annvilie,  Lebanon  county,  that  state,  February  13,  1822. 
John  Huffman  was  a son  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Detwiler)  Huffman, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  canton  of  Basel,  Switzerland,  whence 
they  came  to  America  in  1816,  landing  on  the  28th  of  August.  They 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  mother  died  about  the  year  1821, 
while  Jacob  Huffman  passed  the  closing  days  of  his  life  in  Wayne 
county,  O.,  where  he  died  about  a year  after  the  demise  of  his  cher- 
ished wife.  John  Huffman  was  a child  of  about  three  years  at  the 
time  of  his  father’s  removal  to  Wayne  county,  O.,  and  was  left  doubly 
orphaned  shortly  afterward,  as  noted  in  the  above  record  of  the  death 
of  his  parents.  In  that  county  lie  was  reared  to  maturity,  securing  a 
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common  school  education,  while  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  en- 
tered upon  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  also  learning 
the  trade  of  cabinetmaking  and  becoming  a master  workman.  On 
the  24th  of  March,  1842,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Hoffer,  a daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Barbara  (Hege)  Hoffer,  who  were  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  married  and  where  the  mother  died  in 
1831.  Soon  afterward  Mr.  Hoffer  removed  to  Wayne  county,  O., 
and  in  1844  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  settled  in  Jefferson 
township  as  a pioneer  farmer.  Here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  his  death  occurring  in  1880,  while  his  remains  lie  at  rest  in  a 
consecrated  spot  on  the  old  homestead  farm  which  he  secured  so  many 
years  ago.  In  1854  John  Huffman  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Madison  township,  Williams  county,  and  in  1862  he  located  on  the 
place,  where  he  was  thereafter  engaged  in  general  farming  until  his 
death,  in  1867.  His  widow  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  which 
is  endeared  to  her  through  the  memories  and  associations  of  many 
years.  She  is  a devoted  member  of  the  Christian  church,  as  was  also 
her  husband,  and  in  politics  he  was  originally  a Democrat,  but  was 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party  at  the  time  of  his  death.  This 
worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  namely : Elizabeth, 
deceased;  Isaac,  deceased;  Barbara  Anna;  Lydia  Jane,  deceased;  Will- 
iam Alexander,  subject  of  this  sketch ; Margaret  Elmira ; Aldula 
Keturah ; Jacob  Frederick,  deceased;  and  John  Abraham.  William 
A.  Huffman  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Easton,  Wayne  county,  O., 
where  he  secured  his  early  educational  training,  while  later  he  at- 
tended school  in  Madison  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood.  He  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  becoming  a 
skilled  artisan,  and  he  followed  this  as  a vocation  for  many  years, 
while  for  seven  seasons  he  was  engaged  in  the  threshing  business, 
operating  in  Kansas,  the  Dakotas,  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Ohio.  In 
1878  he  purchased  fifty-six  acres  of  land  in  Madison  township,  later 
disposing  of  this  property  and  passing  the  following  season  as  a 
bridge  carpenter  for  the  Wabash  railroad  company.  In  1886  he  pur- 
chased and  took  up  his  residence  on  his  present  farm,  which  com- 
prises ninety-three  and  one-third  acres  of  excellent  land,  in  Florence 
township,  and  he  here  gives  his  attention  to  diversified  farming  and 
the  raising  of  an  excellent  grade  of  live  stock,  while  the  buildings  and 
other  permanent  improvements  are  substantial,  including  a com- 
modious* and  attractive  residence.  In  his  political  adherency  Mr.  Huff- 
man is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
consecutively  since  1891,  his  present  and  fifth  commission  expiring  in 
1906.  Fie  was  a member  of  West  Unity  Lodge,  No.  638,  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  from  which  he  withdrew  to  become  a 
charter  member  of  Kunkle  Lodge,  No.  821,  with  which  he  is  now 
affiliated,  as  is  lie  also  with  Blakeslee  Lodge,  No.  502,  Knights  of 
Pythias.  April  8,  1886,  Mr.  Huffman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Plolstein,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  being  a daughter  of 
John  Holstein,  who  came  to  Williams  county  about  the  year  1854,  at 
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which  time  Mrs.  Huffman  was  an  infant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huffman 
have  no  children. 

THOMAS  INGRAM,  a successful  farmer  residing-  near  Edon. 
Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  of  that  State,  on 
November  17,  1833.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Lees)  Ingram,  his 
parents,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Ireland.  In  1829  they  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  Wayne  county,  O.  Here 
they  resided  until  October  15,  1841,  when  they  removed  to  Williams 
county,  and  in  February  of  the  following  year  settled  on  the  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  now  owned,  by  their  son,  Thomas.  The 
clearing  of  this  farm  was  begun  by  Thomas  Ingram  and  completed 
by  his  son.  In  politics  he  always  took  a deep  interest,  being  an  en- 
thusiastic Democrat,  and  he  served  one  term  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  died  at  the  homestead,  in  1852,  and  was  survived  by  his  widow, 
an  ardent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  seven  years.  To  their 
marriage  there  were  born  twelve  children,  five  daughters  and  seven 
sons,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy  and  ten  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood.  Of  this  large  family  Thomas  and  two  sisters  are  now 
the  only  survivors.  Thomas  Ingram,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on.  the  homestead  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  Since 
he  came  into  possession  of  the  home  farm  he  has  added  twenty  acres 
to  it,  so  that  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  some  of  the 
fine  t and  most  productive  land  in  Williams  county.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  eight  months  spent  in  the  army,  he  has  never  been  away 
from  the  farm  for  more  than  two  weeks  at  a time.  The  farm  is  well 
equipped  with  substantial  buildings  and  the  land  has  been  brought 
to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  On  February  22,  1865,  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  volunteer  infan- 
try and  served  eight  months,  when  he  was  discharged  by  virtue  of  the 
clos^  of  the  war.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  with  his  wife  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  Mrs. 
Ingram  being  a member  of  that  church.  On  November  26,  1857,  he 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Magdaline  Allman,  born  in  Stark  county,  O.,  on 
May  7,  1839,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Anspaugh)  All- 
man,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  settled  in  Stark  county  in  an 
early  day.  The  parents  of  James  Allman  were  Ebenezer  and  Agnes 
(Carroll)  Allman,  who  died  in  that  county.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents of  Mrs.  Ingram  were  Jacob  and  P>arbara  (Stair)  Anspaugh, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Stark  county  in  an  early 
day  an  l from  there  removed  to  Williams  county  in  1841.  Here  both 
spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  James  Allman  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  in  1846,  aged  forty  years, 
and  his  widow  lived  until  1889,  dying  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty 
years.  To  Thomas  Ingram  and  wife  there  have  been  born  nine  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living.  They  are:  Elwood,  Margaret,  John  M., 
Carrie,  James  A.,  Susan,  William  C.,  Bessie  L.  and  Ellen. 
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WILLIAM  H.  JACKSON,  a successful  farmer  and  skillful  black- 
smith of  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Massil- 
lon, Stark  county,  of  that  State,  where  he  was  born  October  25,  1828. 
He  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Margaret  (Smith)  Jackson,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  His  paternal  grandfather,  James  Jackson,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia  and  a blacksmith  by  occupation.  Christopher  Smith, 
his  maternal  grandfather,  was  of  German  birth,  who  emigrated  to 
America  in  an  early  day  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  under 
General  Washington,  and  also  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Edward 
Jackson  removed  first  to  Stark  county,  O.,  where  he  resided  several 
years,  and  then  to  Ashland  county.  Later  he  removed  to  Blackford 
county,  Ind.,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Although 
a farmer  by  occupation,  he  did  a great  deal  of  legal  business.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  first  a Whig,  then  a Free  Soiler  and  finally  a Democrat. 
He  and  his  wife,  a member  of  the  Friends’  society,  both  died  on  the 
home  farm  in  Blackford  county,  Ind.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living.  The  names  of  the  children  are: 
William  H. ; Alfred,  deceased ; Jeremiah,  a resident  of  Birdseye,  Ind. ; 
George,  of  Blackford  county,  Ind. ; Mary  Jane,  deceased ; Sarah  Ann 
and  Margaret,  both  of  Blackford  county,  Ind. ; and  Samuel,  deceased. 
William  H.  Jackson  left  home  to  battle  with  the  world  at  the  extremely 
early  age  of  twelve  years.  Having  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four 
years  at  the  blacksmith  trade,  he,  in  1844,  plied  that  trade  in  Ashland 
and  Richland  counties  for  seven  years.  His  health  failing  him,  he 
abandoned  blacksmithing  and  for  three  years  conducted  a hotel.  On 
April  1,  i860,  he  removed  to  Stryker,  Williams  county,  O.,  and  engaged 
for  three  years  in  the  grocery  business.  Selling  his  grocerv  stock  he 
invested  the  proceeds  in  the  farm  of  sixty  acres,  where  he  now 
resides.  To  this  tract  he  has  added  by  purchase  sixtv-four  acres,  mak- 
ing a total  of  124  acres.  This  land,  originally  all  wooded  and  quite 
rough,  he  has  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  substantially 
equipped  it  with  all  the  buildings  that  go  to  make  up  a first-class  farm: 
While  engaged  in  general  farming  he  has  found  time  to  do  a great 
deal  of  work  in  the  blacksmithing  line  for  the  neighboring  farmers. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Reformed  church. 
On  August  15,  1850,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Back- 
enstow.  a native  of  Richland  county,  O.,  who  died  on  September  4, 
1901.  To  them  there  were  born  the  following  children:  Mary  Jane, 

still  at  home;  and  Bertie  Etta,  the  wife  of  George  W.  Bushong  of 
Bloomington,  111. 

HENRY  L.  JAQUES,  a prominent  and  highly  successful  farmer 
near  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Defiance  county,  of 
that  state,  May  9,  1842.  He  is  the  son  of  Abraham  C.  and  Anna  Jaques, 
the  former  a native  of  France  and  the  latter  of  Switzerland.  Abraham 
Jaques  emigrated ,to  America  in  1835  and  settled  in  Defiance  county, 
O.,  on  land  lying  wholly  in  the  woods,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to 
clear.  Later  he  removed  to  Williams  county  and  cleared  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Melbern.  In  politics  he  affiliated  with 
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the  Democratic  party  until  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he 
became  an  ardent  advocate  of  its  principles.  He  and  wife  were  Ger- 
man Lutherans  in  Europe,  but  after  coming  to  America  took  member- 
ship with  the  German  Reformed  church.  H.  L.  Jaques  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father’s  farm,  helping  to  clear  it,  and  receiving  a fair 
public  school  education,  ample  to  enable  him  to  achieve  success  in  life. 
He  chose  farming  as  his  avocation  and  soon  owned  a fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  which  he  gave  to  his  son,  L.  E.  Jaques.  Then 
he  bought  the  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  which  he  now  lives  a retired 
and  contented  life.  On  August  26,  1861,  in  response  to  his  country’s 
call  for  defenders,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A of  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry  and  saw  active  service,  having  been  wounded  on 
December  25,  1863,  in  the  battle  in  front  of  Chattanooga,  and  was  dis- 
charged in  May,  1864.  While  a stanch  Republican  in  politics  he  has 
never  asked  for  a public  office.  Being  a Civil  war  veteran,  he  is  nat- 
urally identified  with  Bryan  Post,  No.  149,  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. He  was  also  a member  of  the  Grange  and,  with  his  wife,  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Melbern.  On  July  4,  1867,  he 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Lucinda  Shafer,  a daughter  of  Amasa  and  Betsey 
(Hill)  Shafer,  pioneers  of  Williams  county,  both  of  whom  died  at 
Williams  Center.  There  have  been  born  to  H.  L.  Jaques  and  wife 
three  children:  Lyle  E.,  Lulu  Estella  and  Alzie  Wilmetta,  who  died 
February  25,  1886,  aged  three  months  and  twenty-five  days.  Lyle  E. 
Jaques  was  educated  in  the  county  schools  and  owns  a fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  is  engaged  in  breeding  Shorthorned  cat- 
tle and  Shropshire  sheep.  He  married  Miss  Susie  Augusta  Worthing- 
ton of  Williams  county.  They  have  three  children:  Paul  Elden,  Velma 
and  Olin.  Lulu  Estella,  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the 
select  school  of  Bryan,  is  the  wife  of  Oswell  C.  Stauffer,  a teacher  of 
Williams  county.  They  have  one  child,  Dale  by  name. 

ALVA  SNYDER  JOHNSON,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Northwest 
township,  was  born  in  Superior  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  on 
April  27,  1862.  He  is  the  son  of  James  R.  and  Rebecca  (Larr)  John- 
son, the  former  a native  of  Beaver  county,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  of  Butler 
township,  Columbiana  county,  O.,  where  she  was  born  August  16, 
1830.  His  maternal  grandparents  were  George  and  Hannah  (McNutt) 
Larr,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  McNutt,  both 
natives  of  Redstone,  Pa.,  who  came  to  Columbiana  county,  O.,  in  an 
early  day.  After  his  death  at  Mt.  Union,  his  widow,  in  1854,  removed 
to  Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  where  she  ended  her  days. 
His  maternal  great-grandparents  were  George  and  Esther  Larr.  James 
R.  Johnson,  the  father  of  Alva  S.  Johnson,  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  was  skilled 
in  the  art  of  writing.  On  August  26,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  A of  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  and  died  in 
the  hospital  at  Lebanon,  Ky.,  in  March,  1862.  T11  politics  he  was  first 
a Whig  and  then  a Republican.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  James 
R.  Johnson  and  wife  five  sons  and  one  daughter  are  still  living.  Alva 
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S.  Johnson  grew  to  manhood  in  Whitley  county,  Ind.,  and  Northwest 
township,  Williams  county,  O.,  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  those  counties.  His  mother  and  family  came  to  Will- 
iams county  in  1869,  where  she  has  since  resided.  He  has  always  fol- 
lowed farming  for  a livelihood  and  now  owns  fifty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  upon  which  he  built  a substantial  brick  residence  in  1903.  All 
this  he  has  made  by  his  own  labor,  having  started  with  absolutely 
nothing.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  has  served  as 
township  road  supervisor.  He  is  a member  of  Northwest  Lodge,  No. 
722,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  1887  he  was  wedded  to 
Miss  Lola  M.  Smith,  born  in  Wood  county,  O.,  in  September,  1865, 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Truckwell)  Smith,  citizens  of 
Hillsdale  county,  Mich.  To  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  son, 
Louis  Victor,  born  on  October  11,  1888,  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  a farmer  by  occupation.  James  A.  Johnson,  a twin  brother 
of  Alva  S.  Johnson,  was  born  in  Superior  township,  Williams  county, 
April  27,  1862,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
is  a farmer  by  occupation  and  owns  a farm  of  eighty-six  acres  of  land. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican  and  has  served  for  some  years  as  con- 
stable. He  is  a member  of  Northwest  Lodge,  No.  722,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  On  November  14,  1885,  he  was  wedded  to 
Miss  Lettie  Stallman,  of  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  who  only  lived  eleven 
weeks  after  her  marriage.  Two  years  later  he  married  Miss  Alice  R. 
Rockey,  a native  of  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  and  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  (Mark)  Rockey,  the  former  a native 
of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Florence  township.  To  James  A.  John- 
son and  second  wife  there  have  been  born  three  children.  They  are : 
Hulda  May,  Elva  Laota  and  Effie  Celia. 

SIMON  JOHNSON  is  one  of  those  men  of  progressive  ideas  and 
liberal  business  policy  who  prove  beyond  all  manner  of  doubt  that  the 
vocation  of  farming  and  stock-growing  can  be  maintained  at  the 
same  high  standard  of  business  management  and  resultant  profit  that 
can  any  other  of  the  manifold  calling  to  which  men  may  direct  atten- 
tion. He  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  representa- 
tives of  the  agricultural  industry  that  can  be  found  in  Williams  county, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a fine  landed  estate  in  Springfield  township.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  born  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Fulton,  on  the  30th 
of  April,  1852,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
families  of  this  section  of  the  Buckeye  state.  His  father,  George 
Johnson,  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  in  the  year  1807,  being 
one  in  a family  of  seven  children — five  sons  and  two  daughters.  In 
company  with  his  brother  William,  George  Johnson  came  to  America 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  German  township,  Fulton  county,  O.,  about 
the  year  1835.  They  erected  grist  and  saw-mills  three  and  one-half 
miles  north  of  the  present  village  of  Archbold,  and  the  same  were 
familiarly  known  for  many  years  as  “J°Imson,s  Mills.”  The  two* 
brothers  mentioned  continued  the  milling  business  in  partnership  until 
the  death  of  George,  in  1855.  George  Johnson  was  twice  married. 
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His  first  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah  Donutt,  and  their 
marriage  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  solemnized  in  what  is  now 
Brady  township,  Williams  county.  They  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  other  four  attaining  matur- 
ity, namely : Sophia,  Sabina,  Mary  Ann  and  William  Henry,  the  last 
mentioned  having  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  from  August, 
1862,  until  the  close  of  the  great  struggle  which  resulted  in  victory 
for  the  Union  arms.  Of  the  four  children  it  may  be  stated  that 
Sophia  is  deceased;  Sabina  resides  in  Europe;  Mary  Ann  is  a resi- 
dent of  Michigan ; and  William  Henry  makes  his  home  in  Garrett, 
Ind.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  George  Johnson  married,  on 
the  16th  of  November,  1847,  Miss  Catharine  Krontz,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Sarah,  who  was  born  September  19,  1848,  and  who  is  now  the  widow 
of  William  Ufer,  being  a resident  of  Springfield  township,  Williams 
county;  Solomon,  who  was  bom  March  2,  1850,  and  who  is  a pros- 
perous farmer  of  Springfield  township ; and  Simon,  who  is  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  review.  George  Johnson  died  on  the  28th  of 
November,  1855,  and  in  August,  1861,  his  widow  became  the  wife  of 
John  Coy,  of  Springfield  township,  and  on  the  20th  of  the  same 
month  she  brought  her  family  to  Mr.  Coy’s  home,  in  said  township. 
Of  this  second  marriage  two  children  were  born — Elmer  J.,  who  was 
born  November  7,  1863,  and  who  died  in  Chicago,  111.,  January  30, 
1899,  and  Uriah  C.,  who  was  born  January  8,  1868,  and  who  is  a 
successful  farmer  of  Williams  county,  residing  on  the  old  homestead, 
south  of  Stryker.  Catharine  (Krontz)  Coy  was  born  May  13,  1829, 
being  one  in  a family  of  ten  children,  and  she  died  at  the  home  of 
her  only  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ufer,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1902. 
She  was  a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  as 
was  also  her  first  husband,  George  Johnson.  Simon  Johnson  was  reared 
in  Fulton  and  Williams  counties,  having  been  about  nine  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  mother’s  second  marriage  and  attendant  removal  to 
Williams  county.  He  secured  his  educational  discipline  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained 
to  his  legal  majority,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-growing  on  his  own  account.  He  was  married  in  the 
year  1876  and  then  located  on  his  present  homestead,  which  is  most 
attractivelv  situated  in  Section  16,  Springfield  township.  He  first 
secured  one  hundred  acres,  to  which  he  later  added  an  adjoining  sixty 
acres,  so  that  the  homestead  now-  comprises  a quarter  section,  while, 
a short  distance  from  the  home  place,  he  owns  another  wrell  improved 
farm  of  eighty-four  acres,  the  same  being  in  charge  of  his  elder  son, 
who  resides  upon  and  operates  the  place.  Mr.  Johnson  has  person- 
ally cleared  more  than  sixty  acres  of  wild  land,  and  he  has  installed 
on  his  farms  effective  systems  of  tile  drainage.  He  erected  his  pres- 
ent substantial  farm  residence  in  1883,  and  five  years  later  remodeled 
his  barn,  while  the  other  buildings  on  his  homestead  are  of  excellent 
order.  Mr.  Johnson  gives  his  attention  principally  jto  diversified  agri- 
culture. conducted  on  scientific  principles  and  with  the  aid  of  modern 
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facilities,  and  he  also  raises  Shorthorn  cattle,  Chester  White  swine 
and  a good  grade  of  draft  horses.  He  has  never  held  office,  but  takes 
a loyal  interest  in  local  affairs,  being  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  politi- 
cal proclivities.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  are  also  identified  with  the  local  organization  of 
the  Grange.  His  landed  possessions  in  Springfield  township  have  an 
aggregate  area  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres,  and  a portion 
of  the  land  is  leased  to  good  tenants.  On  the  19th  of  March,  1876, 
Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucinda  Wieland,  who 
was  born  in  Defiance  county,  O.,  February  14,  1857,  being  a daughter 
of  John  G.  and  Rosina  C.  (Kurtz)  Wieland.  John  G.  Wieland  was 
born  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  November  5,  1823,  being  one  of  the 
eleven  children  of  Gottlieb  and  Frederica  Wieland.  Of  the  children 
only  two  attained  years  of  maturity — John  G.  and  Barbara,  the  latter 
becoming  the  wife  of  Theobold  Fisher,  of  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  died  in  March,  1873.  The  family  immigrated  to  America  in  1831, 
settling  on  a farm  near  Tonawanda,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
father  died  in  1856,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1851.  John  G. 
Wieland  came  to  Ohio  in  1851,  locating  in  Tiffin  township,  Defiance 
county,  where  he  still  resides,  being  the  owner  of  an  extensive  farm. 
April  9,  1849,  he  married  Miss  Rosina  C.  Kurtz,  who  was  born  in 
January,  1828,  in  Germany,  having  had  four  sisters  and  three  broth- 
ers. Three  of  her  sisters  came  to  America  in  1840,  and  in  1848  she 
also  came  to  the  United  States.  John  G.  and  Rosina  C.  Wieland 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  John  A.,  Emma  L., 

Sophia,  Barbara  M.,  Lucinda  and  Wesley  J.  Emma  L.  died  May  11, 
1879,  and  Sophia  passed  away  December  18,  1890.  Mrs.  Rosina  C. 
Wieland  died  December  9,  1861,  and  on  May  20,  1862,  Mr.  Wieland 
married  Sarah  Moon,  who  was  born  in  Defiance  county,  O.,  in  July, 
1838,  being  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Moon.  Six  children 
were  born  of  the  second  marriage,  namely:  Evaline,  Christopher  B., 
George  B.,  Harriet,  Cora  A.  and  Fannie.  In  conclusion  is  entered  a 
brief  record  concerning  the  four  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson: 
Elmer  Solomon  Johnson  was  born  February  28,  1879,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  the  high  school  at  Stryker  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1894. 
Thereafter  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  completed  the  scientific  course  in  the  Tri-State 
Normal  College  at  Angola,  Ind.  On  the  26th  of  March,  1903,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Bell  Young,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Susan  Young,  and  he  then  took  up  his  residence  on  one  of  his 
father’s  farms,  in  Springfield  township,  as  previously  intimated  in  this 
context.  Alta  Maud  Johnson  was  born  September  n,  1880,  and  she 
likewise  was  graduated  in  the  Stryker  high  school,  in  the  class  of  1895. 
After  teaching  five  terms  in  the  district  schools  she  entered  the  Tri- 
State  Normal  College,  Angola,  Ind.,  where  she  completed  her  classical 
course,  being  graduated  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1902.  On  the  28th 
of  August,  of  that  year,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Charles  H. 
Brady,  of  Gaston,  Ind.,  who  was  graduated  in  the  same  college  in  the 
same  year  that  she  was,  and  they  have  been  teaching  in  the  public 
28 
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graded  schools  of  Muncie,  Ind.,  ever  since  their  marriage,  Mr.  Bradv 
having  been  superintendent  for  six  years,  while  Mrs.  Bradv  has  held 
the  position  of  principal  for  four  years.  Charles  Simon  Johnson  was 
born  January  2,  1883,  ancl  died  January  19,  1885.  Edward  Frankland 
Johnson  was  born  October  8,  1889,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  class  of 
1906  in  the  Stryker  high  school  at  the  time  of  this'  writing,  while  he 
assists  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm. 

WILLIAM  JOICE,  a successful  farmer  of  Northwest  township, 
Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Crawford  county,  where  he  was 
born  on  May  5,  1843.  His  paternal  grandfather,  William  Joice,  died 
in  Pennsylvania.  John  Johnstone,  his  maternal  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Ireland,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Wood 
county,  O.,  in  an  early  day,  where  he  ended  his  days.  William  Joice  is 
the  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Johnstone)  Joice,  the  former  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1790  and  the  latter  in  Ireland.  Henry  Joice  after  his 
marriage  removed  from  his  native  State,  first  to  Richland  countv,  O., 
and  later  to  Crawford  county.  In  i860  he  came  to  Williams  county, 
locating  on  a tract  of  sixty-five  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  at  once 
proceeded  to  clear  and  prepare  for  cultivation.  In  politics  he  was  at 
first  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  later  he  became  an  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  died  in  1863  and 
was  survived  by  his  widow  until  1874.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to 
these  parents  four  are  now  living.  William  Joice  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  parental  farm  and  received  his  education  by  attending  the  common 
schools  of  his  home  county.  At  present  he  owns  a farm  of  fifty-four 
acres  on  which  he  resides,  engaged  in  general  farming.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  and  at  present  is  serving  as  school  director.  In  1868 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Emma  Jane  Gloar,  born  in  Crawford  county, 
O.,  on  August  2,  1850.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Eliza 
(Urich)  Gloar,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Gloar  removed  from 
his  native  state,  first  to  Crawford  county,  O.,  and  in  1864  to  Williams 
county,  locating  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres.  Here  he 
died  on  April  20,  1888,  and  was  survived  by  his  widow,  who  died  June 
4,  1895.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Joice  was  John  Gloar,  a 
native  of  Switzerland,  who  emigrated  to  America,  locating  first  in 
Pennsylvania  and  then  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Williams  county.  Here  he  died  in  1875.  To  William  Joice  and 
wife  there  have  been  born  the  following  children : Minnie,  the  wife 

of  John  Boyer  of  Bridgewater  township;  May,  now  Mrs.  Charles 
Kime  of  Northwest  township:  Walter,  a resident  of  Stryker,  O. ; Har- 
vey, a farmer;  and  Roy,  Orrin,  George  Washington  and  Orville,  all 
still  at  home.  Mr.  Joice  is  a member  of  Hiram  Louden  Post,  No.  155, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Montpelier,  O.  On  September  26. 
1864,  he  became  a private  in  Company  H,  Forty-seventh  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  and  he  at  once  saw  active  service  near  Atlanta,  Ga.  Soon 
afterward  he  took  the  measles  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Chatta- 
nooga. After  he  recovered  sufficiently  to  join  his  command  he  found 
it  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  and  was  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  at  the  time  of  John- 
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ston's  surrender  to  Sherman.  From  Raleigh  he  marched  with  his 
company  to  Washington  and  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review.  On 
June  13,  1865,  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Columbus,  O., 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  Williams  county. 

JAMES  HARRISON  JONES,  a prominent  and  highly  respected 
farmer  of  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  was  born  in  1845.  His  parents  were  Robert  and  Su- 
sannah (Fetters)  Jones,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  removed  from  Virginia  to  Defiance  county, 
O.,  in  1850,  and  for  two  years  rented  the  Collin  Tharp  farm.  Then 
they  came  to  Farmer  township  and  bought  a farm  of  eighty  acres  one 
and  one-fourth  miles  from  Williams  Center.  He  was  a farmer  and 
shoemaker  by  occupation,  having  plied  the  latter  avocation  while  a 
resident  of  Virginia.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  with  his  wife 
a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  having  left  the  Lutheran 
church  because  there  was  no  church  handy.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  Robert  Jones  and  his  wife,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  James  H.  Jones  were  George  and  Catherine 
Jones,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  where  they  lived  and  died.  Of  the 
four  children  born  to  them  only  one,  a resident  of  Missouri,  is  now 
living.  Samuel  and  Catherine  (Catimer)  Fetters,  his  maternal  grand- 
parents, were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  removed  in  an  early 
day  to  Berkley  county,  Va.,  both  dying  on  a farm  near  Martinsburg. 
James  Harrison  Jones  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  received  his 
common  school  education  in  the  schools  of  Defiance  county.  In  1871 
he  removed  to  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  that  he  had  purchased  two  years  before.  After  clearing  his  farm 
of  eighty  acres  he  added  forty  to  it,  so  that  he  now  owns  altogether 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  This  land  has  been  brought  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  is  well  equipped  with  substantial  buildings. 
Stock  dealing  and  general  farming  constitute  the  occupation  of  Mr. 
Jones.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and-  with  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  In  1871  he  was  joined  in  the  bonds  of  mat- 
rimony to  Miss  Catherine  Weidler,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  on  June  22, 
1845,  the  daughter  of  Jerry  and  Henrietta  (Rudy)  Weidler,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Defiance  county  in  an  early  day 
and  spent  the  rest  of  their  days  there.  Of  the  eight  children  born 
to  them  seven  are  yet  living.  To  James'  H.  Jones  and  wife  there  were 
born  three  children,  as  follows:  Elsworth,  born  May  21,  1874,  edu- 

cated in  the  common  schools  and  living  on  his  father’s  farm ; Charles 
Bearl,  who  was  born  on  May  7,  1881,  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  died  on  December  23,  1897:  and  J.  Glenn,  born  April  6,  1883, 
educated  in  the  country  schools,  the  Edon  high  school  and  the  Angola, 
Ind.,  Tri-State  Normal,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1905,  being  now  a teacher  by  occupation,  having  taught  four 
terms.  Mrs.  Jones  died  on  February  27,  1896. 
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GEORGE  RAWSON  JOY,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Pio- 
neer, Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Windham  county,  Conn.,  on 
June  8,  1819.  He  is  the  son  of  Elias  and  Mary  (Wakefield)  Joy,  both 
natives  of  Connecticut.  They  removed  to  Massachusetts  from  ilieir  na- 
tive State  and  later  returned  to  Connecticut,  where  both  ended  their  days. 
Elias  Joy  worked  in  the  first  cotton  factory  in  Rhode  Island,  built  by  a 
Mr.  Slater.  He  was  overseer  of  a cording  machine  in  Massachusetts. 
His  last  days  were  spent  on  a farm.  I11  politics  he  was  a Whig.  His 
wife  was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Of  the  eight 
children  horn  to  Elias  Joy  and  wife  only  one  is  living.  George  Raw- 
son,  Joy  was  reared  in  Connecticut  until  twelve  years  of  age,  when  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Massachusetts.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  lie  began  to  care  for  himself.  From  Massachusetts  he  went  to 
Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  where  for  five  years  he  worked  for  a man  in 
the  lumber  business.  Then  he  went  to  Chicago,  traveling  from  Buf- 
falo by  the  last  boat  to  go  up  the  lake  in  1842,  the  name  of  the  boat 
being  the  ‘‘Superior.”  After  a stay  of  one  winter  in  Chicago  he  went, 
in  March,  to  Lenawee  county,  Mich.,  driving  a horse  hitched  to  what 
he  calls  a “pung,”  on  which  he  rode.  There  he  worked  two  seasons, 
by  the  month,  near  Morenci,  Mich.  He  erected  the  first  house  built  in 
Morenci,  which  was  used  for  a hotel.  He  owned  sixty  acres  of  land 
near  Morenci,  but  sold  it  and  removed  to  Williams  county,  O.,  on  April 
5,  1848,  and  located  on  the  same  land  he  owns  to-day.  At  that  time 
there  were  but  four  houses  between  Pioneer  and  Bryan.  For  thirty  years 
he  successfully  conducted  the  Joy  Hotel,  the  building  having  been 
erected  by  him.  The  west  side  of  Pioneer  was  built  on  the  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  that  he  had  previously  bought.-  He  has 
owned  sixteen  hundred  acres  of  land  within  four  miles  of  Pioneer:  In 
stock  dealing  and  the  breeding  of  road  horses  and  Durham  cattle  he 
has  been  actively  engaged.  The  first  drove  of  cattle  driven  across 
the  Maumee  river,  in  1846,  was  purchased  by  him.  In  merchandising 
he  has  been  equally  successful.  -To-day  he  is  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  men  of  the  county,  having  made  all  that  he  possesses 
by  his  own  exertions.  In  politics  he  is  actively  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  school  director 
and  county  commissioner,  having  been  elected  to  the  latter  position  by 
the  largest  majority  ever  given  a candidate  in  the  county.  In  relig- 
ious matters  his  family  are  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Mr.  Joy  holds  membership  in  Joy  Lodge,  No.  441,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  Joy  Lodge,  No.  461,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellowrs.  He  was  first  wadded  to  Miss  Parmelia  Cottrell,  who  died 
three  years  after  marriage.  His  second  wfife  w^as  Mrs.  Lucy  Rog- 
ers, by  whom  he  had  the  following  children : Fidelia,  Ada  and  Ida 

(twins).  Alice,  Albert  and  Emma  (twins),  now  deceased.  By  her 
first  husband  Mrs.  Joy  had  the  following  children:  Lucy,  Mary  Ann 
and  Josephine.  She  died  January  24,  1892.  Miss  Jane  K.  Norris,  the 
third  wife  of  Mr.  Joy,  was  a sister  of  his  second  wife.  She  died  April 
14,  1896.  Mrs.  Addie  Arnold,  a widow,  of  Bryan,  O.,  was  his  choice 
for  a fourth  wife. 
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FRED  C.  KAISER,  a prominent  and  successful  merchant  of  Edon, 
Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  on  May  24,  1874.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  Kaiser,  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Fred  C.  Kaiser  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  educated  in  the 
Edon  high  school.  After  working  for  one  year  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk  in  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Jones  he  took  a course  in  telegraphy 
at  a commercial  school  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  His  first  railroad  work  was 
performed  in  the  Wabash  railway  company’s  office  at  Adrian,  Mich., 
where  he  was  stationed  for  three  years.  For  the  next  two  years  he 
was  manager  of  a general  store  at  Blakeslee,  O.,  th  property  of  Judge 
Charles  A.  Bowersox.  Forming  a partnership  with  J.  B.  Wallick,  he 
purchased  the  business  at  Blakeslee  and  conducted  it  profitably  for 
two  years,  when  the  firm  of  Kaiser  & Wallick  was  dissolved.  In  1900 
Mr.  Kaiser  bought  the  business  of  Cannon  & Miller  at  Edon,  O., 
which  he  has  since  conducted  with  unusual  success.  As  far  as  national 
issues  in  politics  are  concerned  he  is  a Democrat,  but  in  local  elections 
he  acts  independently,  preferring  to  use  his  own  judgment  in  the 
selection  of  men  for  the  home  offices,  a trait  of  character  that  is  cer- 
tainly commendable  in  him.  Absorbed  as  his  time  has  been  in  busi- 
ness affairs,  he  has,  notwithstanding,  not  neglected  the  interests  of 
a good  citizen  in  public  matters.  His  service  as  treasurer  of  "Blakeslee 
and  councilman  of  Edon  was  creditable  to  himself  and  valuable  to  the 
public.  Together  with  his  wife  he  is  a member  of  the  German  Luth- 
eran church.  On  August  12,  1897,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Bertha  Denny  of  Bryan.  To  this  union  there  have  been  born  four 
children.  They  are:  Florence  E.,  Frederick  C.,  Thelma  and  Carlton. 
While  Mr.  Kaiser  is  still  a comparatively  young  man,  he  has  made 
for  himself  an  excellent  reputation  as  a successful  business  man  and 
an  exemplary  citizen.  By  dint  of  close  application  to  business  and  the 
exercise  of  sound  judgment  he  has  earned  the  unusual  success  that  he; 
now  enjoys.  Certainly  no  one  stands  higher  in  the  community  than 
Mr.  Kaiser. 

JOHN  GEORGE  KAISER,  SR.,  a prominent  and  highly  respected' 
citizen  of  Edon,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Columbiana  county 
on  January  20,  1833.  He  is  the  son  of  John  George  Kaiser,  mention 
of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  John  George  Kaiser,  Sr., 
grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  his  education  by 
attendance  at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county.  After  he  at- 
tained his  majority  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade  and  followed  that 
avocation  for  eight  years.  In  1859  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  a 
farm  in  Williams  county,  where  he  followed  general  farming  until 
1890,  when  he  removed  to  Edon  to  take  charge  of  the  grain  elevator 
there.  This  elevator  was  erectod  and  owned  for  three  years  by  Mr. 
Kaiser.  While  managing  the  grain  business  he  found  time  to  devote 
to  farming.  Both  as  a farmer  and  a grain  merchant  he  has  been  quite 
successful,  as  is  indicated  by  his  fine  residence  and  its  surroundings 
in  Edon.  ‘ In  politics  he  is  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
having  served  both  as  township  trustee  and  street  commissioner,  and 
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in  religious  belief  lie  and  family  are  affiliated  with  the  Lutheran 
church.  In  1861  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Eliza- 
beth Kalb,  who  was  horn  in  Crawford  county,  O.,  in  1842,  and  died 
in  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  in  1885.  The  following  chiC 
dren  were  horn  to  this  union : John  D.,  Katie,  George,  Lizzie,  Clara, 
Jacob  F.  and  Hannah.  Jacob  F.  Kaiser,  the  only  son  now  at  home, 
was  born  in  Florence  township  on  April  21,  1881,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  the  Edon  high  school.  He  worked  on  a 
farm  until  1904,  when  he  was  appointed  a mail-carrier  on  the  rural 
free  delivery  route  No.  3.  I11  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

SAMUEL  D.  KAISER,  a successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  horn  on  the  old  home- 
stead on  November  23,  1875.  He  is  the  grandson  of  John  George 
Kaiser,  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  William 
F.  and  Catherine  (Klink)  Kaiser  were  the  parents  of  Samuel  D. 
Kaiser.  John  George  Kaiser  emigrated  to  America  when  William  F. 
was  only  two  years  old  and  located  in  Columbiana  county,  O.  After  a 
short  stay  there  Wiliam  F.  removed  with  his  parents  first  to  Richland 
county  and  afterwards  to  Williams  county,  locating  on  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Florence  township,  eighty  acres  of  which 
he  sold  before  his  death.  At  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  no  less 
than  three  hundred  acres.  At  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  each  of  his 
children  he  provided  them  with  a good  start  in  life.  This  necessitated 
the  selling  of  a considerable  portion  of  his  land,  so  that  at  his  death 
the  homestead  contained  but  one  hundred  acres.  As  the'  land  on  which 
William  F.  Kaiser  settled  was  heavily  timbered,  he  proceeded  at  once 
to  clear  it  and  then  to  improve  and  cultivate  it.  All  buildings  erected 
on  the  farm  are  of  a substantial  character,  and  prove  that  the  owner 
was  a successful  farmer.  He  died  at  the  homstead  on  April  2,  1904, 
and  is  survived  by  his  widow,  now  sixty-six  years  old.  To  William 
F.  Kaiser  and  wife  there  were  ten  children  born,  of  whom  seven  are 
still  living.  Those  living  are : Lena,  George  F.,  Mary,  Rebecca,  Anna, 
Sarah  and  Samuel  D.  Samuel  D.  Kaiser  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  his  education  by  attending  the  country  schools.  As  man- 
ager of  the  homestead  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stocks 
raising,  making  a specialty  of  raising  Shropshire  sheep.  Under  his 
skillful  management  this  has  become  quite  a profitable  and  extensive 
industry.  In  politics  lie  is  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  being  an  earnest  advocate  of  its  principles.  In  1895  he  was 
married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Ida  Kiess,  a native  of  Craw- 
ford county,  O.,  where,  she  was  born  in  1876.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Cook)  Kiess  of  Crawford  county.  Mrs. 
Kiess  having  died  in  1876,  Ida  Kiess  was  reared  by  her  uncle,  William 
F.  Kiess,  a resident  of  Fdon,  but  formerly  of  Steuben  county,  Ind. 
To  Samuel  D.  Kaiser  and  wife  two  children  have  been  born.  They 
are:  Mildred,  born  October  6,  1899.  aI1(l  Fauline.  born  November  11, 
J902. 
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WILLIAM  F.  KAISER,  senior  partner  of  the  Edon  Hardware 
Company  of  Edon,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Florence  town- 
ship, of  that  county,  on  December  9,  18 66.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Christina  (Hieber)  Kaiser,  the  former  born  in  Richland  county,  O., 
January  11,  1837,  and  the  latter  in  Germany  on  August  16,  1843.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  John  George  and  Eva  Barbara  Kaiser, 
both  natives  of  Germany,  the  former  born  March  25,  1802,  and  the 
latter  May  28,  1801.  They  were  married  in  their  native  country  and 
with  their  two  children,  William  and  Mary,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1833,  and  located  first  in  Columbiana  county,  O.  Five 
years  later  they  removed  to  Richland  county,  O.,  where  they  resided 
until  1859,  when  they  finally  removed  to  Williams  county.  John 
George  Kaiser  was  a tailor  by  trade,  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a 

Democrat  in  politics.  He  died  March  24,  1875,  his  wife  having  died 

on  December  22,  of  the  previous  year.  Five  children  were  born  to 
these  parents  after  they  came  to  America.  Their  names  follow:  John 
George,  John,  Barbara,  Catherine  and  Elizabeth.  George  and  Fred- 
erika  (Schnarrenberger)  Hieber,  the  maternal  grandparents  of  Will- 
iam F.  Kaiser,  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  having  been  born  in  that 
country  in  1812.  After  their  marriage  in  the  old  country  they  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1852,  settling  on  a farm  in  Crawford  county, 

O..  where  he  died  in  1883,  and  his  widow  a year  later.  He  was  a 

farmer,  a Democrat,  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  German 
Methodist  church.  John  Kaiser  came  to  Williams  county  with  his 
parents  in  1859  and  located  on  a farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  one-half  mile  south  of  Edon.  After  his  marriage  in  this  county 
he  purchased  for  himself  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  the  same  township. 
Selling  this  land,  he  invested  the  proceeds  in  a farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  three  miles  northwest  of  Edon,  where  he  carried  on 
the  business  of  general  farming  until  1877.  Then  he  disposed  of  this 
farm  and  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  resided  for  twenty 
years,  directing  the  management  of  the  home  farm.  In  1897  he  re- 
moved to  Edon  and  made  that  his  home  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
After  his  removal  to  Edon  he  purchased  a grist-mill,  which  his  sons 
operated  for  about  eight  years.  This  property  was  then  exchanged 
for  a stock  of  dry-goods  in  Edon,  owned  by  Mr.  D.  D.  Keiss,  and  the 
dry-goods  store  for  a farm  in  Richland  township,  Steuben  countv,  Ind., 
known  as  the  Bails  farm.  The  Bails  farm  was  later  exchanged  for 
another  in  the  same  township,  which  in  turn  was  soon  afterwards  sold 
by  Mr.  Kaiser.  In  politics  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  serving  for  some  years  as  township  treasurer.  Mr.  Kaiser  and 
wife  were  devout  members  of  the  German  Methodist  church.  He 
died  on  July  16,  1902,  highly  esteemed  bv  all  who  knew  him.  To 
these  parents  there  were  born  the  following  children : William  F. ; 

Lizzie  Weber  of  Edgerton,  O.;  John  G.,  junior  member  of  the  Edon 
Hardware  Company;  Eva,  who  died  in  infancy:  Fred  C.,  a merchant 
of  Edon;  and  Christina  Sheline  of  Edon.  William  F.  Kaiser  was 
reared  on  the  parental  farm  and  educated  in  the  Edon  high  school.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  working  for  his  father  in  the  grist-mill 
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and  continued  at  that  work  until  twenty-three  years  old.  For  the 
next  three  years  he  clerked  for  his  father  in  the  dry-goods  business, 
and  then  for  eight  months  in  the  hardware  store  of  William  E.  Gross. 
In  1893  he  and  his  brother,  John  G.  Kaiser,  exchanged  real  estate  for 
a general  store  in  Blakeslee,  O.,  which  they  conducted  very  success- 
fully until  1897,  when  they  sold  their  business  at  Blakeslee  and  re- 
moved to  Edon  to  enter  upon  the  business  now  known  as  the  Edon 
Hardware  Company.  Under  their  management  this  business  has 
prospered  beyond  all  reasonable  expectation.  To  the  original  business 
there  have  been  added  a fully  equipped  lumber  yard  and  all  kinds  of 
building  material,  including  cement,  sash,  doors,  etc.  The  large  three- 
roomed  block,  the  main  room  of  which  is  utilized  in  their  business, 
is  owned  by  this  company.  In  addition  to  this  valuable  property  the 
company  owns  the  postoffice  building  and  the  Vanderbogart  brick 
block.  Mr.  Kaiser  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  served  as  town- 
ship treasurer  and  member  of  the  school  board.  In  religious  belief  he 
and  his  wife  are  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On 
April  28,  1888,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Alice  Eyster,  the  daughter  of 
S.  S.  Eyster,  a sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
John  G.  Kaiser,  the  junior  partner  of  the  Edon  Hardware  Company, 
was  born  in  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  January  29,  1871. 
He  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  his  education 
in  the  Edon  high  school.  He  then  entered  McDermit’s  Business  col- 
lege of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  from  which  he  graduated.  His  first  employ- 
ment after  quitting  school  was  with  his  father  in  the  general  store  at 
Edon,  where  he  clerked  for  six  months.  Then  he  and  his  elder 
brother,  William  F.  Kaiser,  engaged  in  general  merchandising  at 
Blakeslee,  O.,  until  1896,  when  he  came  to  Edon  and  clerked  for 
Charles  A.  Bowersox  for  nearly  a year.  The  following  year  he  and 
his  brother  formed  the  Edon  Hardware  Company,  previously  men- 
tioned in  this  sketch.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  with  his  wife  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On  December  27,  1900,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Ethel  Lash,  born  in  Williams  county  on  May  26,  1878, 
the  daughter  of  Elmer  Lash,  a prominent  farmer  of  Florence  town- 
ship. O11  November  9,  1904,  there  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaiser 
a daughter,  Pauline  by  name. 

AARON  LUTHER  KAST,  a retired  farmer  and  popular  citizen  of 
Pioneer,  has  passed  practically  his  entire  life  in  Williams  county, 
and  is  a representative  of  one  of  its  stanch  pioneer  families  of  Ger- 
man descent.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1843,  and  1S  a son  °f  John  R.  and  Christena  Kast,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Germany,  and  both  of  whom  were  children  at  the 
time  of  the  immigration  of  the  respective  families  to  America,  settle- 
ment being  made  in  Pennsylvania,  where  John  R.  and  his  wife  were 
reared  to  maturity  and  married.  In  1846  they  came  to  Ohio  and  lo- 
cated in  Ashland  county,  where  they  remained  until  1848,  when  they 
took  up  their  residence  in  Springfield  township,  Williams  county, 
while  later  they  removed  to  Madison  township,  the  father  becoming  a 
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prosperous  farmer  and  continuing  to  be  actively  concerned  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1876,  his 
wife  having  passed  away  in  1872.  Both  were  consistent  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  church,  and  he  was  a supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  from  the  time  of  its  organization  until  his  demise.  Aaron  L. 
Kast  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  contributed  his  due  share  to  its 
work,  as  did  all  of  the  children  in  the  family.  They  were  twelve  in 
number  and  only  three  are  now  living.  He  received  such  educational 
advantages  as  were  to  be  had  in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality, 
which  he  attended  during  the  winter  months,  assisting  in  the  farm 
work  during  the  summer  seasons,  and  remaining  on  the  homestead 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  He  learned  the 
carpenter  trade  after  leaving  the  farm,  and  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  he  was  employed  in  the  government  service  two  and  one- 
half  years  as  a carpenter.  He  then  resumed  his  identification  with 
the  great  basic  art  of  agriculture,  which  enlisted  his  active  co-opera- 
tion until  his  retirement,  a few  years  ago.  He  cleared  a tract  of  one 
hundred  and  five  acres  of  land,  and  his  present  fine  homestead  com- 
prises ninety-five  acres,  of  which  fifteen  acres  are  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  town  of  Pioneer.  In  politics  Mr.  Kast  votes  in  harmony 
with  his  convictions,  rendering  an  unwavering  allegiance  to  the  Pro- 
hibition party,  and  he  is  at  the  present  time  a member  of  the  board  of 
education  of  Pioneer.  He  and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  1866  Mr.  Kast  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Beaver  county, 
Pa.,  whence  her  parents  came  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kast  became  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  elder,  Ina, 
died  in  childhood.  Grace  is  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Bostater,  of  Madison 
township,  and  they  have  one  child,  Mildred,  born  in  1905. 

LAFE  V.  KEENER,  a well-known  citizen  and  successful  ice-dealer 
of  Bryan,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Morrow  county,  O., 
March  24,  1863.  Pie  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Kleinfelter) 
Keener,  the  former  a native  of  Crawford  county  and  the  latter  of 
Morrow  county,  both  in  Ohio.  His  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Keener,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  an  early  settler  of  Craw- 
ford county.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Michael  Kleinfelter,  was  also 
a native  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  fall  of  1863  the  parents  of  Lafe  V. 
Keener  removed  to  Defiance  county  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Hicks- 
ville  township,  where  his  mother  died  in  October,  1894.  and  where  his 
father  is  still  residing  on  the  homestead.  To  John  and  Mary  Keener 
there  were  born  two  sons : Chalmers,  the  elder,  was  born  in  Morrow 
county  in  1857,  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  He  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Hicksville,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  ice  business.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Goff.  No  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union.  Lafe  V.  Keener,  the  younger  son,  was  only  seven 
months  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Defiance  county,  where  he  was 
reared  on  the  farm  in  Hicksville  township,  receiving  his  education  in 
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the  public  schools.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old,  and  then  clerked  in  a general  store  in  Hicksville  for  five 
years.  He  was  next  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  for  three  and 
a half  years.  Then  he  farmed  for  about  two  years.  In  March,  1896, 
he  came  to  Bryan  and  purchased  the  ice  business  of  John  H.  Shouf, 
which  business  he  has  ever  since  successfully  conducted.  His  large 
ice-house  holds  thirty-five  hundred  tons  of  ice,  most  of  which  is  sold 
in  Bryan.  He  also  manufactures  ice  cream,  supplying  Bryan  and  the 
surrounding  country  with  that  delicious  commodity.  To  supply  the 
demand  requires  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  gallons  a day. 
Mr.  Keener  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  National 
Union,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  On  April  25,  1888,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Maude  Cowhick,  born  in  Bryan,  O.,  on  October  7,  1868,  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Nancy  A.  (Shouf)  Cowhick,  the  former  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Daniel  Cowhick  was 
born  April  21,  1833,  and  his  wife  on  June  26,  1846,  in  Ashland  county. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Keener  was  William  Cowhick,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  married  to  a Miss  Rex.  Her  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  John  B.  Shouf.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Keener 
died  in  August,  1884,  and  his  widow  still  lives,  residing  at  Hicksville. 
The  following  three  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Lafe 
A’.  Keener:  Minnie  M.,  the  wife  of  George  K.  Otis,  who  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Lloyd  and  Vera;  Mrs.  L.  V.  Keener,  and  a 
son  who  died  in  infancy.  To  Lafe  V.  Keener  and  wife  there  have 
been  born  the  following  children : Gwendolin,  born  April  10,  1890, 
and  died  the  following  September;  Kenyon  Keith,  born  July  14,  1893; 
Ethel  Lucile,  born  October  20,  1896;  and  Carmen,  Constance  and 
Connie,  triplets,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

E.  A.  KEISER,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  citizens 
of  Brvan,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Richland  county,  of  that 
state,  on  April  4,  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Worst) 
Reiser.  The  Keiser  family  is  of  German  stock,  but  has  been  in  Amer- 
ica many  generations,  the  progenitors  having  come  over  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  early  in  the  Nineteenth  century.  It  was  in  the  Keystone 
state  that  Jacob  Keiser  was  born.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Somerset 
county  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  removed  to  Ohio,  locat- 
ing in  Wayne  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1833  he  re- 
moved to  Richland  county,  where  he  followed  farming  the  balance  of 
his  active  life.  In  1875  he  removed  to  Bryan  and  died  there  in  1876. 
He  was  married  in  Wayne  county  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Worst,  who  sur- 
vived him  two  years,  dying  in  1878.  Dr.  E.  A.  Keiser  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Richland  county,  receiving  such  an  education  as  the  common 
schools  afforded.  In  1860  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  A.  Netz  in  Millcreek  township, 
continuing  there  for  two  years.  He  then  returned  to  Richland  county 
and  completed  his  medical  studies  the  following  year  under  Dr.  Francis 
Stohl.  During  the  winter  of  1863-64  Dr.  Keiser  attended  the  Homco- 
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pathic  Medical  College  at  Cleveland,  from  which  institution  he  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1866.  He  first  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Richland  county,  near  the  place  where  he  wa  born,  but  in 
1867  he  located  permanently  in  Bryan.  On  October  10,  1867,  Dr. 
Keiser  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  J.  Brown,  a native  of  Williams 
county  and  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Brown.  The  following  children 
have  been  born  to  them : Romeo  O.,  who  graduated  from  the  Bryan 

high  school  and  then  entered  the  Ohio  State  University,  from  which 
he  also  graduated.  He  is  also  a graduate  of  the  Ohio  Medical  College 
and  the  Homeopathic  College  at  Cleveland.  He  also  graduated  from 
the  O.  W.  U.  before  he  went  to  Cleveland.  He  is  a registered  phar- 
macist and  practices  at  Columbus.  He  is  married  to  Miss  Belle  Dyer. 
(Glessner)  Kennedy,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
Forest  L.,  the  second  child,  is  a graduate  of  the  Bryan  high  school 
and  the  Ohio  State  University,  and  is  now  attending  the  Ohio  Medi- 
cal College.  J.  Gould,  the  youngest  child,  is  a graduate  of  the  Bryan 
high  school  and  is  now  a student  at  the  Ohio  State  University,  being 
a member  of  the  Junior  class. 

JACOB  KELLY,  deceased,  in  his  lifetime  an  honored  citizen  of 
Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Stark  county 
of  that  state,  January  3,  1822.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Chris- 
tina (Brothers)  Kelly,  natives  respectively  of  Delaware  and  Penn- 
sylvania. He  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a fair  common  school 
education.  When  eight  years  old  he  went  with  his  parents  to 
Wayne  county,  O.  Here,  in  1840,  he  began  milling,  and  for  four- 
teen years  followed  that  business  at  various  points.  In  1850,  during 
the  gold  excitement  in  California,  he  made  the  overland  trip  to  that 
state,  but  returned  to  Ohio  a year  later  and  purchased  seventy-two 
acres  of  land  in  Pulaski  township,  where  he  took  up  the  occupation 
of  farming,  which  business  occupied  his  attention  the  remainder 
of  his  active  life.  When  grim-visaged  war  had  rent  the  nation  in 
twain,  and  the  patriotic  sons  of  the  land  were  called  upon  to  fight 
the  battles  of  their  country,  Mr.  Kelly  promptly  responded  to  the 
call.  In  1861  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  H of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  His  experiences  during  the  years 
that  immediately  followed  are  largely  the  histofy  of  the  regiment, 
as  he  actively  participated  in  the  services  that  made  the  old 
Thirty-eighth  famous  as  a fighting  regiment.  On  September  22, 
1861,  he  went  with  it  to  Camp  Denison,  Columbus,  where  the  regi- 
ment was  armed,  equipped  and  partially  drilled.  In  October  it  was 
sent  into  the  field  in  Kentucky,  encamping  first  at  Nicholasville, 
where  it  remained  two  weeks,  and  then  was  ordered  on  a forced 
march  of  sixty  miles  to  the  relief  of  Wild  Cat,  Ivy.,  reaching  that 
point  on  October  T9.  It  pursued  the  enemy  on  several  occasions, 
after  which  it  took  up  winter  quarters  at  Somerset,  not  to  remain 
idle,  however.  The  winter  of  1861-62  was  a very  sickly  one  for  the 
regiment  and  at  one  time  less  than  three  hundred  out  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninetv  men  were  fit  for  active  dutv.  In  March  follow- 
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ing,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  a little  later 
began  the  campaign  through  Middle  Tennessee.  In  April  and  May 
it  participated  in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  then  pursued  Beauregard  to 
Boonville  and,  returning  to  Corinth,  encamped  there.  In  June 
the  regiment  marched  to  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  and  in  August  to  Win- 
chester, Tenn.  Mr.  Kelly  was  with  his  regiment  on  the  terrible 
march  from  Chattanooga  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  in  September 
fqught  at  Chaplin's  Hills.  Then  the  regiment  went  into  camp  at 
Rolling  Forks,  Ky.,  on  October  27.  From  this  point  another 
march  to  Nashville  was  made,  and  during  the  months  of  November 
and  December,  1862,  the  regiment  guarded  the  railroad  between 
Gallatin  and  Nashville.  In  December  it  took  part  in  the  campaign 
that  terminated  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Stone  River.  After  the 
-battle  it  remained  near  the  city  of  Murfreesboro  until  March,  1863, 
when  it  moved  to  Triune  and  built  Fort  Phelps.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1863  the  regiment  took  part  in  the  Tullahoma  campaign. 
Mr.  Kelly,  having  served  two  years,  was  given  a furlough  to  visit 
his  home  and  there,  on  September  10,  he  re-enlisted  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war.  He  joined  his  regiment  at  Ringgold,  Ga., 
where  recruits  were  received  and  the  depleted  ranks  raised  to  seven 
hundred  and  forty-one  men.  I11  May,  1864,  the  regiment  skirmished 
briskly  at  Buzzard  Roost  Gap  and  its  fortifications  nearly  in  the 
rear  of  Resaca,  where  a number  of  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 
It  took  an  active  part  in  the  siege  of  Kenesaw,  and  in  July  moved  to 
the  Chattahoochie  river,  establishing  the  picket  line  of  the  Four- 
teenth army  corps  near  Atlanta.  From  that  point  it  moved  in 
August  to  Utoy  Creek.  On  August  7,  while  engaged  in  these 
operations  around  Atlanta,  Mr.  Kelly  was  shot  through  the  jaw, 
and  after  spending  several  months  in  the  hospital  was  discharged 
for  disability  at  Cincinnati  on  December  22,  1864.  Entering  the 
service  as  a private  he  rose  through  the  various  grades,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  discharge  held  a commission  as  second  lieutenant.  On 
returning  to  his  home  in  Pulaski  township  he  resumed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  In  1873  he  received  the  nomination  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  for  the  office  of  auditor  of  Williams  county  and  was 
elected  by  a liberal  majority.  In  1875  he  was  re-elected,  serving 
altogether  four  yeafs.  On  January  2,  1855,  Jacob  Kelly  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Elvira  J.  Shorthill,  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  To  this 
union  nine  children  were  born,  as  follows:  James  Jefferson,  who 

died  in  October,  1896;  Charles  F..  a resident  of  Goshen,  Ind. ; Mrs. 
Andrew  Grim,  of  Pulaski  township:  Lew  Wallace,  of  Goshen; 
Sherman  and  Lincoln,  of  Bryan  ; Earl  and  Tena,  deceased,  and 
Harry  M.,  of  Pulaski  township.  His  widow  is  still  living.  Sherman 
Kelly,  the  fifth  child  of  Jacob  Kelly,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in 
Pulaski  township  on  May  10,  1864.  Pie  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
farm,  receiving  a common  school  education.  In  1887  he  went  to 
Michigan,  where  he  spent  one  year,  when  he  returned  to  Bryan. 
Then  he  removed  to  the  Slate  of  Washington,  where  he  spent  two 
years  on  Puget  Sound,  and  from  there  to  Lower  California,  where 
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he  spent  three  years.  On  his  return  to  the  east  he  spent  some  time 
at  Bryan,  after  which  he  removed  to  Goshen,  Ind.,  and  spent  five 
years  there  in  a machine  shop.  He  then  returned  to  Bryan  and 
with  his  brother  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  the  style  of 
the  firm  being  Kelly  Brothers.  He  is  married  to  Miss  Florence 
Markel,  a native  of  Williams  county,  the  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Markel.  Lincoln  Kelly,  one  of  the  members  of  the  firm  of  Kelly 
Brothers,  was  born  in  Pulaski  township,  on  the  old  homestead, 
on  September  9,  1866.  He  too  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm, 
receiving  a common  school  education.  He  farmed  in  different  parts 
of  the  county  until  1896,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  county  jail 
as  deputy  sheriff,  serving  under  Albro  Wirick,  which  position  he 
held  for  one  year.  In  the  years  1897  anc^  ^98  he  acted  as  an  insur- 
ance solicitor  in  Bryan,  and  in  1899  he  and  his  brother  Sherman 
bought  out  the  firm  of  A.  Knepper  & Son,  insurance  agents.  On 
December  24,  1895,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Dora  Clay, 
a native  of  West  Unity,  Williams  county,  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Elizabeth  Clay,  of  Bryan,  the  former  being  a county  commis- 
sioner. Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly,  as 
follows : Charles  Holland  and  Leota  Elizabeth.  He  and  wife  are 

members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  firm  of  Kelly 
& Brother  does  a greater  amount  of  insurance  business  than  any 
other  firm  in  Williams  county.  The  following  are  the  various 
companies  represented  by  this  firm:  The  Equitable  Life  Assur- 

ance Society,  the  Central  Accident  of  Pittsburg,  the  Fidelity  and 
Casualty  Company  of  New  York,  the  Lloyds  Plate  Glass  of  New 
York,  the  Bankers  Surety  Company  of  Cleveland,  the  Ohio  Farm- 
ers, the  Northwestern  Underwriters'  Agency,  the  Anchor  of  Cin- 
cinnati, the  American  Central  of  St.  Louis  and  the  Agricultural  of 
Watertown,  New  York. 

ALBERT  W.  KENNEDY  is  numbered  among  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  Pulaski  township  and  stands  high  in  the  estimation 
of  the  community,  in  which  he  has  maintained  his  home  for  more 
than  thirty  years.  He  was  born  in  Ashland  county,  O.,  on  the 
10th  of  June,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  George  W.  and  Catharine  C. 
Herald,  a weekly  paper,  at  Claremont,  Surry  county,  Va.  Not 
later  married  Ann  R.  Buchan,  who  survived  him  by  a number  of 
years.  George  W.  Kennedy  became  the  owner  of  a farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Ashland  county,  and  he  sold  this  property  for  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars,  after  which,  in  1855,  he  came  to  Williams 
county  and  purchased  two  hundred  acres  in  Section  1,  Pulaski 
township,  where  he  developed  a fine  farm,  upon  which  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  while  much  of  the  estate  is  still  held  by 
his  heirs.  He  was  a stanch  Republican  in  politics  from  the  time  of 
the  organization  of  the  party  until  his  demise  in  February,  1879, 
and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Reformed  church.  The  fol- 
lowing data  designate  somewhat  concerning  the  children  of  his 
first  marriage:  John  A.,  who  had  been  a successful  teacher,  en- 
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listed  in  defense  of  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  becom- 
ing a member  of  Company  H,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, with  which  he  served  three  years,  and  being  severely 
wounded  he  died  in  a hospital  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind. ; Francis,  who 
was  a member  of  the  same  company  and  regiment  and  served  three 
years,  was  for  twenty-five  years  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in 
Bryan,  O.,  but  now  is  retired  from  business ; Catherine  resides  in 
Pulaski  township,  this  county,  being  the  widow  of  Charles  Boyn- 
ton, who  died  in  1904;  George  W.,  who  likewise  served  during  the 
major  portion  of  the  civil  war  in  the  same  company  with  his  elder 
brothers,  is  a prominent  farmer  of  Clay  county,  Kan. ; Albert  W. 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Hurlbert  is  a resident  of  Clay  county, 
Kan.,  being  a farmer  by  vocation.  Five  children  were  born  of  the 
second  marriage,  namely:  Arthur,  who  is  a teacher  by  profession, 
residing  in  New  York  city;  William,  who  resides  in  Pulaski,  Will- 
iams county,  O.,  being  a barber  by  trade;  Nettie,  who  married 
Levi  Deck  and  is  now  deceased ; Cora,  who  is  the  wife  of  William 
Borton,  of  New  York  city;  and  Gratton,  who  is  a successful  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  at  Elkton,  South  Dakota.  Albert  W.  Kennedy 
secured  his  educational  training  in  the  common  schools  and  con- 
tinued to  assist  in  the  work  and  management  of  the  home  farm 
until  his  marriage,  in  1870.  He  then  farmed  on  rented  land  for 
two  years,  and  in  1873  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  his  present  fine 
farmstead,  in  Section  12,  Pulaski  township,  while  he  later  added  to 
its  area  by  an  additional  purchase  of  adjoining  land  and  has  now 
eighty-four  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  under  effective  cultivation, 
while  he  had  erected  good  buildings  on  the  place,  whose  improve- 
ments were  very  meagre  at  the  time  when  he  purchased  the  prop- 
erty. He  has  carried  forward  his  agricultural  and  stock-growing 
enterprise  with  marked  energy  and  discrimination,  and  has  thus 
met  with  enviable  success  and  gained  prestige  as  one  of  the  model 
farmers  of  the  county.  He  has  rendered  effective  service  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  though  never  an  aspirant  for  office, 
and  is  known  as  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  while 
both  he  and  his  wife  retain  membership  in  the  United  Brethren 
church.  February  23,  1870,  Mr.  Kennedy  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Matilda  Stump,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  O., 
being  a daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Esther  (Houser)  Stump,  natives 
of  Stark  county,  O.,  whence  they  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
when,  in  1865,  they  came  to  Williams  county  and  located  in  Pulaski 
township,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Daniel,  who  died 

at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Freeman,  who  died  at  Murfrees- 
boro, Tenn.,  while  serving  as  a Union  soldier;  Isaiah,  who  resides 
in  Olivet,  Mich.;  Levi,  who  is  deceased;  Matilda,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  this  review;  Amanda,  who  is  deceased;  Frank- 
lin, who  is  a resident  of  Butler,  Ind. ; Lydia,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Hager,  of  West  Unity,  O. ; Milton,  who  is  a bricklayer 
and  resides  in  Knox  county,  O. ; and  Ithalna,  who  died  in  infancy. 
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In  conclusion  is  entered  a brief  sketch  concerning*  the  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy:  Ola  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Reynolds,  of 

Conneaut,  O. ; Emory,  who  married  Miss  Rosa  Stuckey,  now  owns 
and  resides  on  the  old  Kennedy  homestead ; Ross,  who  also  remains 
at  the  parental  home  and  assists  in  the  management  of  the  farm, 
was  a member  of  Company  C,  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
during  the  Spanish-American  war;  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Chappius,  of  Springfield  township;  Frank  is  a resident  of  Defiance, 
O.,  and  Alvertie  remains  at  home  and  is  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  local  schools.  All  of  the  children  had  good  educational  advan- 
tages and  all  have  been  popular4  in  the  social  life  of  the  community 
in  which  they  were  reared. 

OLIN  KENYON,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  West  Unity  Re- 
porter, was  born  near  Pioneer,  Williams  county,  O.,  on  the  29th 
of  August,  1858,  and  he  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public 
schools  in  West  Unity,  where  he  laid  the  foundation  for  that  liberal 
education  which  he  has  gained  through  the  discipline  of  a news- 
paper office  and  through  active  association  with  men  and  affairs. 
He  is  a son  of  Charles  G.  and  Susan  M.  (Griffin)  Kenyon,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  near  Sackett’s  Plarbor,  Jefferson  county, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1820,  while  the  latter  was  born  near  Fay- 
ette, Fulton  county,  O.,  May  16,  1839.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father of  Olin  Kenyon  was  Barnabas  Kenyon,  who  was  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  December  27,  1762,  and  who  there  married  Susannah 
Clark,  a native  of  the  same  state.  They  removed  to  Montgomery 
county,  N.  Y.,  when  their  eldest  son,  Barnabas,  Jr.,  was  six  years 
of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the  27th  of  May,  1786.  Bar- 
nabas, Jr.,  married  Betsy  Parkhurst,  of  Whitesboro,  N.  Y.,  May  6, 
1810,  and  they  removed  to  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  where  their  son 
Charles  G.  was  born,  as  noted  above.  In  the  summer,  of  1836  Bar- 
nabas Kenyon  removed  with  his  family  from  Jefferson  county,  N. 
Y.,  to  northern  Indiana,  and  in  that  state  he  and  his  wife  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Susan  M.  (Griffin)  Kenyon  is  a daughter 
of  Obediah  and  Martha  (Kenyon)  Griffin,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Meredith  township,  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1805, 
having  been  a son  of  William  and  Anna  (Griffin)  Griffin.  His 
wife  was  a daughter  of  James  and  Susannah  (Palmer)  Kenyon. 
Obediah  Griffin  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Gorham  township,  Ful- 
ton county,  O.,  and  assisted  in  cutting  the  first  crop  of  wheat 
raised  in  said  township.  Charles  G.  Kenyon  was  a tailor  by  trade, 
but  for  several  years  did  a profitable  business  in  Northern  Ohio 
and  Indiana  and  Southern  Michigan,  running  a paper  wagon,  selling 
wrapping  paper  and  writing  paper  to  country  and  village  mer- 
chants, and  buying  paper-rags.  During  the  last  years  of  his  life 
Charles  G.  Kenyon  owned  and  conducted  a hotel  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Dodge  House,  in  West  Unity,  and  here  he  died  on  the  15th 
of  December,  1877.  April  28,  1898,  his  widow  became  the  wife  of 
Ansel  B.  Ford,  of  Fayette,  O.,  where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Kenyon  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  After  leaving  the  public  schools  Olin  Kenyon  taught  one 
term  in  a country  district  of  Fulton  county,  and  shortly  afterward 
entered  the  office  of  the  West  Unity  Eagle,  where  he  learned  the 
printer’s  trade.  In  1883  he  went  to  Hyde  county,  Dakota,  where 
he  took  up  land,  and  for  two  and  one-half  years  he  had  charge  of 
the  Herald,  at  Highmore,  the  county  seat  of  Hyde  county,  which  is 
now  in  South  Dakota.  He  left  the  territory  of  Dakota  in  1886  and 
for  about  two  years  thereafter  resided  in  or  near  his  old  home, 
while  in  1888-9,  for  somewhat  more  than  a year,  he  published  the 
Herald,  a weekly  paper,  at  Claremont,  Surry  county,  Va.  Not 
liking  the  South,  he  returned  to  the  North,  and  after  a short  resi- 
dence in  Chicago  was  compelled,  on  account  of  illness,  in  January, 
1890,  to  return  to  his  old  home  in  West  Unity,  where  his  mother 
then  resided.  In  April  of  the  same  year  he  leased  the  West  Unity 
Chief,  and  three  months  later  began  the  publication  of  the  West 
Unity  Reporter,  of  which  he  has  since  been  editor  and  publisher. 
The  paper  is  non-partisan  in  politics  and  is  devoted  to  the  advanc- 
ing of  the  material  and  civic  interests  of  the  community  and  to 
bearing  its  well  arranged  news  mission  each  week.  It  has  a good 
circulation  and  is  ably  edited  and  neatly  issued,  while  the  job  office 
of  the  concern  is  also  well  equipped  and  gains  an  excellent  patron- 
age. In  his  political  allegiance  Mr.  Kenyon  is  a Republican,  and 
in  a fraternal  way  he  is  identified  with  Superior  Lodge,  No.  179, 
F.  & A.  M.  On  the  19th  of  July,  1900,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Kenyon  to  Miss  Helen  A.  Norton,  daughter  of  Henry  W. 
and  Lovisa  (Holmes)  Norton,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  He  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  and  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  in  whose  work  he  is  especially  active.  He  is  not  only 
steward  of  the  local  church  but  is  also  serving  as  district  steward, 
while  he  has  just  completed  four  years  of  consecutive  and  e>fficient 
service  as  president  of  the  Williams  county  Sunday  School  Asso- 
ciation. For  six  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
of  the  church  in  West  Unity. 

REV.  JOHN  KIEBEL,  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  Catholic  church  of 
Edgerton,  Williams  county,  O.,  the  first  church  of  this  denomina- 
tion to  be  organized  in  the  county,  has  been  in  charge  of  this  parish 
since  1901.  This  is  Rev.  Kiebel’s  first  pastoral  charge.  He  was 
born  in  Fostoria,  O.,  February  24,  1877.  He  was  educated  at  St. 
Marys,  Cincinnati,  Mount  Calvary,  Wis.,  and  Cleveland,  O.  The 
priest’s  residence  at  Edgerton,  built  by  Father  Kiebel,  is  the  finest 
building  in  the  town  and  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county.  It  is 
equipped  throughout  with  all  modern  conveniences.  By  means  of 
a gasoline  engine  the  water  is  forced  through  pipes  all  over  the 
house.  The  parish  numbers  eighty-five  families,  residing  in  Edger- 
ton and  St.  Joseph  township,  and  is  growing  very  rapidly.  The 
present  church  edifice  has  recently  been  remodeled,  having  been 
built  some  years  ago.  The  church  authorities  contemplate  building 
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a new  church  house  in  the  near  future,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
rapidly  growing  congregation.  This  church  is  connected  with  the 
mission  at  Blakeslee,  seven  miles  distant.  Father  Kiebel,  by  dint 
of  hard,  earnest  work,  and  an  inexhaustible  store  of  push  and  enter- 
prise, has  done  a great  work  for  his  parish.  Whatever  he  has  un- 
dertaken he  has  brought  to  full  completion.  He  certainly  deserves 
great  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished.  The  higher  church 
authorities  recognize  his  ability  and  heartily  support  him  in  his 
endeavors  to  promote  the  church  work  in  all  of  its  bearings.  It 
is  needless  to  state  that  he  is  popular,  not  only  with  his  parish- 
ioners but  also  with  all  other  classes  of  people.  Under  his  able 
guidance  there  is  a great  future  before  St.  Mary’s  parish. 

JOHN  MILTON  KILLITS,  of  Bryan,  is  known  as  a man  of  pro- 
found erudition  and  practical  ability  as  a lawyer,  and  as  one  who 
has  achieved  success  in  his  profession  because  he  has  worked  for 
it.  His  prestige  at  the  bar  of  Williams  county  stands  as  evidence 
of  his  ability  and  likewise  serves  as  voucher  for  his  intrinsic  worth 
of  character.  He  has  used  his  intellect  to  the  best  purpose,  has 
directed  his  energies  in  legitimate  channels,  and  his  career  has  been 
based  upon  the  assumption  that  nothing  save  industry,  persever- 
ance, sturdy  integrity  and  fidelity  to  duty  will  lead  to  success.  The 
profession  of  law  ofifers  no  opportunities  except  to  such  determined 
spirits.  It  is  an  arduous,  exacting,  discouraging  vocation  to  one 
who  is  unwilling  to  subordinate  all  other  interests  to  its  demands, 
but  to  the  true  and  earnest  devotee  it  ofifers  a sphere  of  action 
whose  attractions  are  unequalled  and  whose  rewards  unstinted. 
From  a previously  published  review  the  following  pertinent  infor- 
mation concerning  the  genealogy  and  immediate  family,  of  Mr. 
Killits  is  derived : The  Killits  family  is  of  German  origin,  the 

original  orthography  of  the  name  having  been  Killitz,  and  for  many 
generations  the  representatives  of  the  name  made  their  home  near 
Hamburg,  in  North  Germany.  In  1805,  John  Killitz,  grandfather  of 
John  M.,  came  to  America,  being  then  a young  man,  and  located  at 
Womelsdorf,  Berks  county.  Pa.,  where  he  married  and  established 
his  permanent  home,  becoming  state  armorer  for  Pennsylvania.* 
This  position  he  held  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1847,  from  violence,  his  murderer  robbing  him  and  throw- 
ing his  lifeless  body  into  the  Susquehanna  river,  from  which  it  was 
not  recovered  for  some  time.  Plis  widow  died  in  1849  an(l  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Womelsdorf. 
They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the  youngest  was  Andrew 
Welser  Killits,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Andrew  Welser 
Killits  was  born  in  1836,  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  where  he  attended 
school  and  later  found  employment  in  a cigar  factory.  In  1855, 
when  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in 
Lithopolis,  Fairfield  county,  where  he  was  employed  in  a dry  goods 
store  until  i86r,  having  married  in  the  meanwhile.  In  the  year 
mentioned  he  removed  to  Findlay,  Hancock  county,  and  in  the 
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following  year  he  established  himself  in  the  dry  goods  business  in 
Kalida,  which  was  then  the  county  seat  of  Putnam  county.  In 
1867  he  located  in  Bryan,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
enterprise  for  the  ensuing  fourteen  years,  after  which  he  was  identi- 
fied with  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  county  about  nine  years. 
In  1890  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Chicago,  where  he  has  since 
maintained  his  home.  He  served  for  a time  as  superintendent  of 
the  Illinois  industrial  home  for  the  blind.  In  Lithopolis,  O.,  he 
married  Miss  Clarissa  Crumley,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Jane 
(Betser)  Crumley,  the  former  of  whom  served  many  years  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Fairfield  county,  where  he  was  a substantial 
farmer.  The  Crumley  family  originated  in  the  kingdom  of  Wur- 
temburg,  Germany,  whence  came  the  original  American  ancestors 
to  Pennsylvania  in  the  Colonial  era  of  our  national  history.  An- 
drew W.  and  Clarissa  (Crumley)  Killits  have  five  sons,  all  of 
whom  reside  in  Chicago  except  John  M.,  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  the  eldest.  John  Milton  Killits  was  born  in  Lithopolis, 
Fairfield  county,  O.,  on  the  7th  of  October,  1858,  and  his  early  edu- 
cational discipline  was  secured  in  the  public  schools,  while  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  preparatory  department  of  Ober- 
lin  College,  at  Oberlin,  O.  A year  later,  in  1876,  he  was  matricula- 
ted in  historic  old  Williams  College,  at  Williamstown,  Mass.,  in 
which  he  was  graduated  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1880,  with 
high  rank,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  in  1887  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  the  same  college.  In  the  year  of  his 
graduation  he  located  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  the 
plant  and  business  of  the  Red  Oak  Express,  and  successfully  pub- 
lished a weekly  and  daily  newspaper  there  for  the  ensuing  three 
years,  supporting  the  Republican  party  and  making  his  publications 
a power  in  that  section.  His  determination  to  enter  the  legal  pro- 
fession led  him  to  close  out  his  newspaper  interests  and  return  to 
Bryan  in  1883.  Here  he  secured  as  his  professional  preceptors  the 
firm  of  Pratt  & Bentley.  In  March  of  the  following  year  he  was 
appointed  to  a clerkship  in  the  war  department  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  retaining  this  incumbency  until  October  31,  1887,  when  he 
resigned.  In  the  meanwhile  he  had  availed  himself  of  the  un- 
equalled advantages  offered  in  the  national  capital  to  the  student 
of  law,  and  completed  a course  in  the  law  school  of  Columbian 
University,  now  George  Washington  Lmiversity,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1885,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  To  fur- 
ther fortify  himself  in  the  learning  of  his  profession  he  took  a post- 
graduate course  in  the  same  institution,  receiving  the  degree  of 
LL.  M.,  and  in  1 886  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  After  resigning  his  position  in  the  war  department  he 
reurned  to  Ohio,  in  whose  capital  city  he  was  admitted  to  the  liar 
in  December,  1887,  to  practice  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  state. 
On  the  first  of  the  following  February  he  opened  an  office  in  Bryan, 
which  city  has  since  been  the  scene  of  his  very  successful  and  note- 
worthy professional  career,  his  clientage  having  been  of  a represen- 
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tative  character,  while  he  has  been  concerned  in  much  of  the  im- 
portant litigation  in  the  local  and  Federal  courts.  His  knowledge 
of  the  law  is  particularly  broad  and  accurate,  and  his  alertness  of 
intellectuality  enables  him  to  have  ready  recourse  and  practical  ap- 
plication in  the  trial  of  causes;  and  he  never  goes  into  court  un- 
prepared, always  canvassing  his  case  carefully  in  all  its  relations 
before  presenting  the  same.  He  is  thus  to  be  designated  as  one 
of  the  strongest  trial  lawyers  of  the  Williams  county  bar,  while  his 
strength  as  a counsellor  is  tantamount.  In  1892  he  was  nominated 
on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney,  be- 
ing elected  by  a majority  of  only  fifty-one  votes,  but  so  excellent 
a record  did  he  make  as  public  prosecutor  that  he  was  returned  to 
the  office  in  1895,  as  his  own  successor,  with  the  most  significant 
and  gratifying  majority  of  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-five  votes. 
In  1901  Mr.  Killits  was  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
common  pleas  judge  in  the  old  sub-division  of  Williams,  Defiance 
and  Paulding  counties,  and  was  defeated  by  thirty-four  votes, 
although  the  sub-division  at  the  previous  judicial  election  had 
given  1,500  Democratic  majority.  In  1904  he  was  elected  common 
pleas  judge  for  the  new  sib-division,  consisting  of  Fulton,  Williams, 
Defiance,  Paulding  and  Van  Wert  counties,  by  nearly  4,800  majority, 
running  ahead  of  the  Presidential  ticket.  His  vote,  4,050,  and  his 
majority,  1,415,  in  Williams  county,  was  the  largest  ever  given  here 
to  a candidate  for  any  office.  Mr.  Killits  has  been  a most  ardent 
and  uncompromising  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  its  local  ranks.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery  bodies  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  also  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  popular 
in  professional,  business  and  social  circles  in  his  home  city.  Him- 
self and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  1887  Mr. 
Killits  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  N.  Stuart,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  She  was  born  in  1863,  near  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  being 
a daughter  of  Captain  Alexander  S.  and  Emily  (Nourse)  Stuart, 
the  former  a descendant  of  the  famous  Stuart  family  of  Scotland, 
whence  the  original  American  ancestors  came  in  the  early  Colonial 
days,  settling  in  Maryland,  while  the  American  branch  has  been 
distinguished  for  military  valor,  representatives  having  served  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the  war  of  1812,  the  Mexican  war  and 
in  both  the  Northern  and  Southern  armies  during  the  Civil  war. 
Captain  Stuart  himself  was  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  army.  He 
was  extensively  engaged  in  the  raising  of  cattle  and  horses  in 
Texas,  and  while  attending  to  his  ranches  in  the  Lone  Star  state 
he  was  robbed  and  murdered  by  Mexican  bandits.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Killits  have  two  children:  Alice  Milton,  born  March  28,  1888;  and 
Edith  Stuart,  born  December  4,  1891. 

IRVIN  D.  KINTIGH  is  one  of  the  progressive  young  farmers 
of  Northwest  township  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  well- 
known  pioneer  families  of  this  section  of  the  Buckeye  State.  He 
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was  born  on  the  homestead  farm,  in  Northwest  township,  this 
county,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1880,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and 
Rebecca  (Beaver)  Kintigh,  residents  of  Northwest  township.  The 
former  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1831,  being  a son  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Kent)  Kintigh,  who  like- 
wise were  born  in  the  old  Keystone  State,  whence  Jacob  removed 
with  his  family  to  Ohio  in  1834,  first  settling  in  Defiance  county, 
and  in  1852  taking  up  his  residence  on  a tract  of  wild  land  in  North- 
west township,  Williams  county,  where  he  developed  a good  farm, 
continuing  his  residence  in  Northwest  township  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  April,  1881.  Jacob  Kintigh’s  first  wife  died  in 
this  county  and  he  later  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Kent,  who  also 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Williams  county,  on  the  27th 
of  February,  1892.  Six  children  were  born  of  the  first  marriage, 
namely:  Isaac,  Cyrus,  Mary  Ann,  George,  Sarah  and  Hannah  M., 
and  one  son,  John  W.,  represented  the  offspring  of  the  second 
union.  Isaac  Kintigh  is  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  and  hon- 
ored citizens  of  Northwest  township,  and  he  continues  to  reside 
on  the  old  homestead  which  has  been  his  home  for  fifty-three  years. 
In  politics  he  is  a conservative  Republican,  and  his  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Church  of  God.  He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  died  in  1862,  after  which  he  wedded  Miss  Rebecca 
Beaver,  of.  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.  Of  his  eight  children  by  his 
second  wife,  five  are  living,  namely:  Elsie,  Ida,  George,  Irvin  D., 

and  Vincent.  The  children  who  were  born  of  the  first  marriage 
were  Emily  Ann  and  Sarah  Jane,  the  latter  being  deceased.  Irvin 
D.  Kintigh  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  he  has 
been  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  major  portion 
of  his  adult  life,  though  for  eight  years  he  operated  a threshing 
outfit,  making  the  enterprise  a prosperous  one.  His  present  farm 
comprises  eighty  acres  and  is  well  improved,  being  eligibly  located 
in  Sections  13  and  18,  Northwest  township.  In  politics  he  is  ar- 
rayed with  the  stanch  advocates  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  taking  a proper  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  township 
and  county,  but  never  having  been  ambitious  for  office  of  any  sort. 
October  26.  1903,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Pearl  Beach,  daughter 
of  Remus  O.  and  Rebecca  (Haughey)  Beach,  of  Northwest  town- 
ship, and  they  have  two  children. 

JOHN  W.  KINTIGH,  a prosperous  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Northwest  township,  is  a native  of  the  township  where  he  resides, 
in  Williams  county,  O.,  and  was  born  June  5,  1852.  He  is  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Kent)  Kintigh,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
review.  John  W.  Kintigh  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  home  county.  In  addition  to  farming  he 
has  been  at  times  successfully  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
He  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  two  acres  of  the  homestead, 
and  with  his  son-in-law,  Orlo  K.  Coolman.  the  joint  owner  of  an- 
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other  tract  of  twenty-two  acres.  In  the  breeding  of  fine  stock  he 
has  been  quite  successful.  In  public  affairs  he  takes  a deep  interest 
and  has  served  as  township  trustee  six  years,  assessor  three  years, 
land  appraiser  one  year,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  school  board. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  On  November  2,  1873,  he  was* 
wedded  to  Miss  Rosa  E.  Burk,  a native  of  Camden,  Mich.,  born  on 
January  19,  1854,  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Harriet  (Johnson) 
Burk,  the  latter  a daughter  of  George  Johnson,  a pioneer  of  Steuben 
county,  Ind.  To  the  marriage  of  John  W.  Kintigh  and  wife  there 
has  been  born  one  daughter,  Nora  D.,  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  the  Tri-State  Normal  at  Angola,  Indiana.  I11 
1895  she  was  married  to  Orlo  K.  Coolman,  and  by  him  has  given 
birth  to  the  following  children:  Lisle  J.,  born  March  23,  1896-; 

Laurence,  born  October  13,  1897;  and  Mildred  Blanche,  born  Au- 
gust 23,  1902.  Orlo  K.  Coolman  was  born  in  Northwest  township 
on  October  24,  1875.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Musser) 
Coolman,  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr. 
Coolman  is  a farmer,  an  Independent  in  politics  and  has  served  his, 
community  in  the  capacity  of  school  director. 

EPHRAIM  KISSELL,  of  West  LTnity,  is  one  of  the  well-known 
and  honored  citizens  of  Williams  county,  where  he  has  maintained 
his  home  since  1872,  while  for  fourteen  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  in  West  Unity,  where  he  still  owns  the  valuable 
property  known  as  the  Kissell  Hotel,  as  well  as  his  pleasant  resi- 
dence, adjoining  the  hotel.  He  is  now  living  practically  retired,, 
though  maintaining  a general  supervision  of  his  various  capitalistic 
interests.  Mr.  Kissell  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  on  the  15th 
of  September,  1838.  His  father,  Jeremiah  Kissell,  was  born  in: 
Franklin  county,  Pa.,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1819,  and  his  death 
occurred  on  his  birthday  anniversary  of  1897.  He  was  a son  of 
John  B.  Kissell,  who  likewise  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,, 
whence  he  came  with  his  family  to  Franklin  county,  O.,  in  1844. 
In  1857  John  B.  Kissell  removed  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he 
died  in  the  following  year,  while  his  wife  died  in  Putnam  county. 
O.,  in  1872.  Jeremiah  Kissell  chose  as  his  companion  on  the  journey 
of  life  Miss  Anna  Bowman,  who  proved *a  devoted  wife  and  help- 
meet. She  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  in  1805,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  1883.  She  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Bowman, 
who  was  born  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  and  who  died  in  Franklin 
county,  that  State,  which  facts  were  likewise  true  of  his  wife,  w hose- 
maiden  name  was  Leyman.  Ephraim  Kissell  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Franklin  county,  O.,  where  his  father  was  a farmer  In- 
vocation, and  his  scholastic  advantages  were  limited  to  those- 
afforded  in  the  somewhat  primitive  schools  of  the  pioneer  days. 
He  continued  to  be  identified  with  the  agricultural  industry  in 
Franklin  county  until  1864,  when  he  removed  to  Putnam  county, 
where  he  followed  the  same  calling  until  1872,  when  he  came  to 
Williams  county  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Brady  township,  where 
he  was  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  iS8(*>,  when 
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lie  sold  his  farm  and  came  to  West  Unity,  where  he  purchased  the 
McIntyre  hotel  (since  known  as  the  Kissell  hotel),  and  he  person- 
ally conducted  this  place  for  the  ensuing  fourteen  years,  bringing-  it 
into  high  popularity  with  the  traveling  public  and  the  local  trade ; 
but  he  has  since  leased  the  property,  which  is  still  kept  up  to  a 
high  standard.  As  before  stated  he  owns  a fine  residence  here 
besides  the  hotel  property.  In  politics  Mr.  Kissell  has  ever  been 
found  stanchly  arrayed  as  a supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  though  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public 
office  of  any  sort.  He  and  his  wife  are  consistent  and  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  church.  In  1865  Mr.  Kissell  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Julia  Metzler,  who  was  born  in  Hocking  county, 
O.,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1842,  being  a daughter  of  Abram  and 
Margaret  (Markle)  Metzler,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  York 
county,  Pa.,  in  1814,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  Pickaway  county, 
O.,  in  1816.  The  father  made  the  trip  on  foot  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Ohio  in  an  early  day,  locating  in  Pickaway  county,  whence  he  and 
his  wife  removed  to  Hocking  county,  and  in  1844  they  came  to 
Williams  county,  where  both  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
both  dying  in  the  year.  1891,  the  former  in  April  and  the  latter  in 
August.  Abram  Metzler  was  a son  of  Jonas  and  Elizabeth  (Stam- 
baugh)  Metzler,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  York  county,  Pa.,  in 
1833,  while  his  wife  died  in  Coffee  county,  Kan.,  about  1895,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-five  years.  Margaret  (Markle)  Metzler 
was  a daughter  of  Abraham  and  Maria  (Stumpf)  Markle,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  the  former  dying  in  Picka- 
way county,  O.,  in  1845,  while  his  wife,  who  was  born  May  4,  1789, 
survived  him  by  several  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kissell  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Albert  Eugene,  born  July  19,  1866,  in 
Allen  county,  O.,  and  at  present  is  engaged  in  the  United  States 
mail  service  at  Toledo,  O. ; Jeremiah  W. ; Anna  L.,  born  in  Allen 
county,  O.,  February  10,  1870,  and  is  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Ayers,  a 
prominent  merchant  of  West  Unity,  and  Bertha  D.,  born  in  Will- 
iams county,  O.,  on  October  22,  1878,  and  died  on  January  19,  1885. 
Jeremiah  W.  Kissell,  who  is  now  conducting  the  leading  barber 
shop  in  West  Unity,  was  born  in  Allen  county,  O.,  March  4,  1868, 
and  completed  a course  in  the  West  Unity  high  school,  remaining 
on  the  farm  with  his  father  until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  after  which  he  was  with  his  father  in  the  hotel 
for  a time,  and  then  passed  five  years  in  the  employ  of  F.  L.  Felger, 
in  the  piano  and  organ  business.  In  1891  he  engaged  in  the  barber- 
ing  business  in  West  Unity,  where  he  has  since  followed  his  trade. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  has  served  as  village  clerk.  In  a 
fraternal  way  he  is  affiliated  with  Evergreen  Lodge,  No.  637, 
Knights  of  Pythias.  December  27,  1899,  he  carried  Miss  Gertrude 
L.  Coslet,  daughter  of  Judge  William  C.  Coslet,  of  West  Unity,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Carter  Coslet,  born  March  20,  1902. 
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ALLEN  TOWNSEND  ICNEPPER,  a 
progressive  and  thrifty  farmer  of  Center 
township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native 
of  Columbiana  county,  of  that  state,  where 
he  was  born  January  12,  1843.  His  parents 
were  Jacob  and  Mary  (Morgan)  ICnepper,  the 
former  a native  of  Washington  county,  Pa., 
and  the  latter  was  born  near  New  Lisbon, 
O.  Jacob  Knepper  is  the  son  of  John  Knep- 
per  and  wife,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of 
Ohio,  where  both  are  buried.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  John  Morgan.  Jacob  Knepper  was 
reared  on  a farm  and  received  a fair  educa- 
tion in  both  English  and  German  in  the  common  schools.  While 
he  was  a shoemaker  by  trade  he  also  followed  farming.  In  1852 
he  removed  to  Superior  township,  Williams  county,  and  located 
on  and  cleared  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  At  that 
time  game  was  still  quite  plentiful,  especially  deer  and  turkeys. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat  until  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  when  he  cast  his  lot  with  that  party.  In  religious  mat- 
ters he  was  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church  and  his  wife 
with  the  Christian  church.  He  died  at  the  homestead  in  1876.  To 
him  and  wife  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  only  three  are 
now  living.  Allen  Townsend  Knepper  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  was  educated  in  part  in  a select  school  in  Williams 
Center,  O.  After  quitting  school  he  was  engaged  for  several  years 
in  teaching  school.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
general  farming,  being  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  five  acres  of  very  fertile  and 
valuable  land,  on  which  he  has  resided  for 
the  last  twenty-two  years.  From  1893  to 
1898  he  was  an  employee  of  the  Ohio  Farm- 
ers’ Insurance  Company.  Pie  and  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Christian  church,  of 
which  organization  he  has  been  an  elder  for 
over  thirty  years.  In  1869  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Dodge,  a native 
of  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Joel  P.  and 
Mary  E.  (Vincent)  Dodge,  both  natives  of 

New  York,,  who  first  came  to  Lorain  county,  Mary  e.  Knepper. 

O.,  and  in  1853  to  Williams  county,  where  Mrs.  Dodge  died  on  April 
12,  1905,  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  Mr.  Dodge  continues  in  fair  health 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  He  is  a blacksmith  and  wagonmakcr  by  trade 
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and  with  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Christian  church.  They  had 
five  children,  of  whom  three  are  still  living.  To  Allen  T.  Knepper 
and  wife  have  been  born  nine  children,,  all  living.  They  are:  Holly 
Palmer,  Maggie  Emma,  Dora  May,  Blanch  Evaline,  Giles  Allen, 
Charles  Alsinos,  George  Adelbert,  Edwin  Garfield  and  Vern  Cullen. 
The  children  are  all  actively  employed  in  their  various  vocations 
and  each  child  seems  a source  of  pride  to  the  venerable  parents  who 
have  so  nobly  reared  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  kindred  who 
may  read  this  in  years  to  come  will  give  due  credit  to  these  honora- 
ble pioneers,  when  forming  a true  conception  of  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  the  making  of  the  home  and  the  rearing  of  this 
large  family. 

BENJAMIN  F.  KNIFFIN.  who  is  now  living  practically  retired 
in  the  attractive  little  city  of  Stryker,  is  one  of  the  substantial  cap- 
italists and  extensive  landholders  of  Williams  county,  and  is  one 
of  those  strong  and  valiant  men  to  whom  success  came  as  the  pre- 
rogative resulting  from  initiative  energy  and  good  judgment,  since 
his  marked  prosperity  represents  the  diametrical  result  of  his  own 
efforts  and  thus  redounds  the  more  to  his  honor.  Mr.  Kniffin  was 
born  in  Huron  county,  O.,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1825,  and  is  a son 
of  Benjamin  and  Bloomy  C.  (Hobby)  Kniffin,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  while  the  latter  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  Benjamin  Kniffin  was  a son  of  James  and 
Sarah  Kniffin,  who  were  born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  of  Eng- 
lish extraction,  both  families  having  been  early  founded  in  America. 
Benjamin  came  to  Ohio  in  1827  and  located  in  Huron  county,  being 
the  third  white  man  to  locate  in  that  county,  and  being  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  that  section  of  the.  State,  and  having  been  one 
of  the  influential  men  of  the  locality  during  the  period  of  his  resi- 
dence there.  He  took  up  his  abode  on  an  old  Revolutionary  claim 
in  Greenwich  township,  Huron  county,  O.,  but  later  returned  to 
New  York  State.  In  1833,  however,  he  took  up  his  permanent  resi- 
dence upon  his  claim,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
being  eighty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  while  his 
devoted  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  In  the 
early  days  Mr.  Kniffin  conducted  a general  store,  doing  a very 
considerable  and  profitable  trading  business  with  the  Indians,  while 
he  often  acted  as  a peacemaker  between  them  and  the  white  set- 
tlers, having  had  the  implicit  confidence  of  the  red  men  who  re- 
mained in  the  locality.  He  was  very  active  in  public  affairs  in  the 
pioneer  days  and  was  a man  whose  name  was  a synonym  of  integ- 
rity and  honor.  He  served  a quarter  of  a century  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  having  been  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  allegiance, 
while  both  lie  and  his  wife  were  birthright  members  of  the  noble 
organization  known  as  the  Society  of  Friends,  commonly  designated 
as  Quakers.  He  became  the  owner  of  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land, 
much  of  which  he  reclaimed  to  cultivation,  and  he  also  handled  live 
stock  on  an  extensive  scale  for  the  day.  He  died  on  his  old  home- 
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stead,  July  8,  1878,  the  death  of  his  wife  having  occurred  in 'March, 
1874.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Hobby  resides 

in  Huron  county,  and  is  a successful  farmer;  Benjamin  Franklin  is 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  Hannah  Maria  died  unmar- 
ried; Charles  B.  died  in  Greenwich  township,  Huron  county,  having 
been  a farmer;  James  and  Sarah  were  twins,  and  both  are  deceased, 
the  former  having  been  a farmer  in  Greenwich  township,  Huron 
county,  and  Sarah  having  been  the  wife  of  Harvey  Critzer,  of  the 
same  township;  Josephine  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ingersoll,  of 
Cleveland,  O.,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Benjamin  F.  Kniffin 
was  reared  on  the  homestead  farm  and  was  afforded  superior  ad- 
vantages in  an  educational  way,  considering  the  locality  and  period, 
having  duly  availed  himself  of  the  privileges  of  the  common  schools 
and  having  supplemented  this  discipline  by  a course  of  study  in  an 
academy  at  Ashland.  He  continued  to  remain  at  the  parental  home 
until  he  had  attained  his  legal  majority,  and  his  was  the  distinction 
of  having  been  one  of  the  venturesome  spirits  who  crossed  the 
weary  stretch  of  plains  to  the  goldfields  of  California  as  argonauts 
of  the  memorable  year  1849.  was  a member  of  the  second  train 
to  start  forth  on  the  dangerous  trip,  the  party  comprising  sixteen 
men,  equipped  with  four  teams  and  wagons.  They  started  from  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  where  they  secured  their  outfit,  and  two  months  were 
consumed  in  making  the  journey.  The  party  arrived  in  Hangtown, 
in  the  northern  part  of  California,  and  in  that  locality  Mr.  Kniffin 
became  associated  with  a partner  in  placer  mining,  also  hiring  sev- 
eral men,  and  meeting  with  fair  success  in  securing  the  precious 
metal,  while  they  also  operated  a train  of  pack  mules  between  that 
section  and  Sacramento.  Mr.  Kniffin  remained  in  California  about 
eighteen  months  and  then  returned  home  bv  the  way  of  the  Isthmus 
route,  landing  in  New  York  city  and  thence  returning  to  his  home 
in  Ohio.  Soon  after  his  return  to  Huron  county  he  engaged  in 
buying  stock,  which  he  drove  over  the  Alleghany  mountains  to  the 
Eastern  markets,  making  the  enterprise  a profitable  one,  and  con- 
tinuing to  deal  in  live  stock  for  many  years,  shipping  principally  to 
Buffalo  and  New  York  city.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Huron 
county,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  dealing,  until  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war.  In  April,  1865.  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  pur- 
chased five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Springfield  township,  for  a 
consideration  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  there  he  continued  to 
reside  for  seven  «rears,  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  grow- 
ing. The  next  seven  years  he  passed  in  Stryker,  in  the  meantime 
continuing  his  operations  in  the  way  of  buying  and  shipping  stock, 
and  he  then  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
1893.  when  he  again  took  up  his  residence  in  Stryker,  where  he  has 
since  lived  retired,  though  maintaining  a general  supervision  of  his 
extensive  interests.  He  is  the  owner  of  a landed  estate  of  more 
than  a thousand  acres  in  Williams  county,  the  greater  portion  being 
under  cultivation,  while  the  improvements  arc  of  the  best  type:  and 
he  also  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  in  Greenwich 
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township,  Huron  county,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Lynn 
county,  Tex.,  and  a fine  residence  property  in  Stryker,  besides 
having  other  important  capitalistic  investments.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat  in  politics  but  has  never  sought  or  held  office  of  any  de- 
scription, though  never  failing  to  do  his  part  as  a public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen.  As  has  been  well  said  of  him,  “He  has 
made  for  himself  an  honorable  record,  and  as  a citizen,  friend  and 
neighbor  he  has  been  true  to  every  duty,  thereby  winning  the  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.,,  In  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  in  September,  1859,  Mr.  Kniffin  was  married  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet E.  Popineau,  who  was  born  in  Zanesville,  O.,  being  a daughter 
of  David  L.  and  Jane  (Appleman)  Popineau,  the  former  of  French' 
and  the  latter  of  English  lineage,  and  native  respectively  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  Harrisburg,  Pa.  David  L.  Popineau  was  reared 
in  his  native  county,  whence  he  came  to  Ohio  as  a young  man, 
first  locating  at  New  Lisbon,  Columbiana  county,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Howard.  They  removed  to  Richland  county, 
where  she  died,  and  he  later  married  Miss  Jane  Appleman,  as 
already  intimated.  He  resided  for  a time  in  Zanesville,  and  there- 
after resided  in  Indiana,  whence  he  came  to  Williams  county  and 
located  in  Bryan,  in  1883,  where  he  stood  high  in  estimation  as  a 
citizen  and  business  man.  He  died  in  Bryan,  in  1883,  at  the  patri- 
archal age  of  ninety  years,  his  second  wife  passing  away  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  David  L.  Popineau’s 
paternal  ancestors  were  exceptional  in  their  various  vocations  and 
some  became  prominent  in  national  affairs.  His  second  wife,  Jane 
Appleman,  also  had  some  noted  ancestors.  Her  grandmother  on 
her  mother’s  side  was  a sister  to  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  she  was 
a first  cousin  of  the  late  Bishop  Harris.  Mrs.  Kniffin  accompanied 
her  sister  and  brother-in-law,  John  and  Elizabeth  Spaulding,  to 
Lawrence,  Kan.,  in  1853,  when  there  were  but  few  white  people 
there.  She  taught  the  first  white  school  ever  taught  in  Lawrence, 
Kan.,  and  she  has  a vivid  recollection  of  the  stormy  times  incident 
to  the  admission  ot  the  State.  She  rang  the  bell  at  4 o’clock  to  give 
the  alarm  to  the  citizens  on  the  morning  of  the  famous  raid  and 
fight.  She  arose  early  that  morning  and  started  to  a near-by  spring 
for  a bucket  of  water,  when  she  spied  the  raiders.  It  was  under- 
stood that  if  attacked  this  particular  bell  should  be  rung.  Hence, 
she  ran  to  the  bell  and  soon  the  town  was  aware  of  the  raid.  The 
object  of  the  raiders  was  to  destroy  the  abolition  printing  presses 
and  also  the  new  hotel,  named  the  “Free  State  Hotel.”  After  ac- 
complishing this  they  left  without  molesting  anyone  further.  Mrs. 
Kniffin  returned  cast  from  Kansas  in  1858,  having  resided  five 
years  in  Lawrence.  Three  children  were  born  of  the  first  union: 
John,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  civil  war,  and  who  now  resides  in 
Sturgis,  Mich.;  William,  who  met  his  death  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg; and  Elizabeth,  who  is  likewise  deceased.  Of  the  six  children 
of  the  second  marriage  a brief  record  is  as  follows : Letitia  is  de- 

ceased; Deborah  is  the  widow  of  William  Jeffards  and  resides  in 
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La  Grange,  Ind. ; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Griffith  Hall,  of  Brushy  Prai- 
rie, La  Grange  county,  Ind.;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Kniffin, 
of  this  sketch;  Alice  is  the  widow  of  William  Widop,  and  lives  in 
Noblesville,  Ind. ; and  Amasa  is  a resident  of  Marion,  Ind.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kniffin  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Charles 
and  fames  died  in  early  childhood;  Josephine  now  resides  in  Toledo, 
O. ; Arminda  C.  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Staffer,  a progressive 
farmer  of  Springfield  township;  Benjamin  F.,  Jr.,  who  is  likewise  a 
successful  farmer  of  that  township,  married  Miss  Unie  Bezanson, 
and  they  have  five  children;  Harry  W.  remains  at  the  parental 
home;  and  Alta  is  the  wife  of  David  M.  Shaler,  of  Stryker. 

CHRISTIAN  G.  KOERNER,  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  St.  Joseph  township,  where  he  has  a well  improved  homestead  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  was  born  in  Afalterbach,  Wurtemburg, 
Germany,  on  the  6th  of  October,  1840,  being  a son  oS  John  Michael 
and  Catherine  (Heisler)  Koerner,  both  of  whom  died  in  Germany, 
the  father  having  passed  away  in  February,  1852,  at  which  time 
Christian  G:  was  twelve  years  of  age,  while  the  mother  had  been 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  nine  years  earlier.  In  1854,  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  in  company  with  his  younger  sister,  Caroline,  he  came 
to  America,  two  older  brothers  and  a sister  having  come  to  this 
country  two  years  previously.  The  eldest  brother,  Gottlieb  D., 
learned  that  his  younger  brother  and  sister  were  receiving  Improper 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  their  guardian  in  Germany,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly made  a special  trip  to  the  Fatherland  for  the  purpose  of 
assuming  charge  of  his  orphaned  brother  and  sister,  who  accom- 
panied him  on  his  return  to  the  United  States.  Following  is  a 
brief  record  concerning  the  children  of  John  M.  and  Catherine 
(Heisler)  Koerner:  Gottlieb  David,  who  settled  in  Milford  town- 

ship, Defiance  county,  O.,  and  with  whom  Christian  and  Caroline 
for  a time  made  their  home,  died  in  1883;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of 
William  Hoffman,  of  Defiance,  O. ; John  F.  is  a retired  farmer  of 
Mount  Vernon,  Ind.;  Christian  G.  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  ; and  Caroline  became  the  wife  of  Christian  Geiger,  a prom- 
inent manufacturer  of  Defiance,  O.,  where  both  died,  in  the  year 
1901.  Christian  G.  Koerner,  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  became 
a resident  of  Defiance  county,  O.,  soon  after  coming  to  America, 
the  older  brothers  and  sisters,  who  came  two  years  earlier  as  already 
noted,  having  lived  for  a time  in  Lenawee  county,  Mich.,  Gottlieb 
and  John  having  removed  to  Defiance  county,  O.,  in  1853,  becoming 
pioneers  of  that  section,  where  they  took  up  government  land  in 
the  following  year.  Gottlieb  D.  settled  on  his  farm,  which  he  re- 
claimed from  the  wilds,  and  with  him  Christian  made  his  home  for 
the  ensuing  six  years,  within  which  he  supplemented  to  a degree 
the  educational  training  which  he  had  secured  in  his  native  land. 
When  a young  man  he  was  employed  for  a number  of  years  at  rail- 
road work  and  on  the  canal  extending  from  Toledo  to  Defiance  and 
thence  to  Cincinnati.  While  working  for  his  brother,  John  F., 
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who  had  settled  on  a farm  in  Posey  county,  Ind.,  he  added  suffi- 
ciently to  his  savings  to  feel  justified  in  purchasing  a home  of  his 
own.  In  1865  lie  located  on  a farm  in  Defiance  county,  O.,  and  by 
energy  and  good  management  succeeded  in  paying  for  the  property 
within  the  ensuing  three  years.  He  then  disposed  of  this  place  and 
came  to  Williams  county,  purchasing  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  constitutes  his  present  homestead,  and  which  has 
been  his  place  of  abode  and  the  scene  of  his  well  directed  labors  for 
a period  of  forty  years,  while  he  reclaimed  a considerable  portion  of 
the  land  from  the  virgin  forest  and  has  made  excellent  improvements 
on  the  place,  making  it  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  St.  Joseph  town- 
ship, where  it  is  eligibly  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of 
Edgerton,  which  is  his  postoffice  address.  Mr.  Koerner  has  been  in 
a significant  sense  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and  his  position 
is  one  of  independence  and  definite  prosperity,  while  he  has  so  or- 
dered his  life  as  to  command  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  In  politics,  while  never  a seeker 
of  public  office,  he  gives  a stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  issues  and  current  events 
of  the  day,  and  he  and  his  family  are  consistent  members  of  the 
German  Methodist  church,  of  which  his  deceased  wife  likewise  was 
a devoted  member.  In  1866  Mr.  Koerner  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sophia  Rennollet,  who  was  born  in  Henry  county,  O.,  in  April, 
1845,  being  a daughter  of  Paul  and  Mary  Rennollet,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany,  the  former  dying  in  Paulding  county,  O., 
in  1875,  while  his  widow  died  the  following  year,  in  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Koerner.  Mrs.  Sophia  Koerner  entered  into  the  life 
eternal  on  the  nth  of  April.  1876.  Of  the  five  children  of  Mr.  Koer- 
ner four  are  living:  Marie  Ada,  Bertha  Gatherine,  Florence  and 
W-illiam  Gottlieb.  The  third  child,  Carrie,  died  in  September,  1883. 

ELMER  KOLLAR,  a successful  farmer  of  Florence  township, 
Williams  county,  O.,  is  the  grandson  of  George  and  Margaret  Kollar, 
both  natives  of  Tuscarawas  county,  O.,  who  removed  to  Williams 
county  in  1852,  locating  on  a farm  in  Superior  township.  As  the  land 
was  heavily  timbered,  he  proceeded  at  once  to  clear  and  improve  it. 
Here  both  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  His  maternal  grand- 
parents, Frederick  and  Sarah  ( Livenspergcr)  Darr,  were  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  settled  in  Williams  county  in  pioneer  davs  and 
there  lived  and  died.  Jacob  and  Susan  (Darr)  Kollar,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  came  with  their  parents  to  Williams  county  in  an  early 
day.  Jacob  Kollar  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fits of  a common  school  education.  Having  purchased  a tract  of  one 
hundred  acres  of  timbered  land  in  Florence  township,  he  proceeded  at 
once  to  clear  and  improve  it.  This  land  has  been  brought  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  is  equipped  with  all  the  necessarv  buildings 
that  go  to  make  up  a first-class  farm.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican, 
and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Christian  Union  church.  From 
February  28th  to  September  11,  1865,  lie  served  as  a private  in  Com- 
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pany  C of  the  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try. He  died  on  March  9,  1905,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  ten  months 
and  eleven  days.  To  these  parents  the  following  children  were  born : 
Clara,  deceased;  Elmer;  and  Orda  Ann.  Elmer  Kollar,  the  son  of 
Frederick  and  Sarah  Kollar,  was  born  in  Florence  township  on  May 
25,  1868.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the 
district  schools.  Since  the  death  of  his  father  he  has  had  charge  of 
the  homestead,  which  he  is  managing  with  marked  success.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  religious  belief 
be  and  his  wife  are  ardent  members  of  the  Christian  Union  church. 
In  1890  lie  chose  as  his  helpmeet  Miss  Effie  Hicker  of  Williams  county. 
To  this  marriage  four  children  have  been  born.  They  are : Zelma  Gay, 
Verah  Leona,  Jessie  May  and  Dclpha  Adell. 

JOHN  E.  KREIGER,  a prosperous  farmer  near  Melbern,  Williams 
county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Center  township  of  that  county,  where  he 
was  born  December  24,  1866.  His  grandparents  were  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Domer)  Kreiger.  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former 
having  first  removed  to  Holmes  county,  O.,  and  in  1842  to  Williams 
county,  where  he  died.  His  wife,  the. daughter  of  Michael  Domer,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  died  in  Williams  county  in  1875.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  John  E.  Kreiger  were  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
Lint,  both  natives  of  Holmes  county,  O.  In  1844  they  settled  in  Center 
township,  where  both  died,  his  death  occurring  in  1897.  The  parents 
of  Mr.  Kreiger  are  Jacob  and  Mary  (Lint)  Kreiger,  the  former  borit 
in  Holmes  county,  O.,  December  24,  1831.  and  the  latter  in  the  same 
county  June  9,  184T.  Jacob  Kreiger  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  home  county  and  chose  farming  as  his  life's  work.  He 
cleared  and  improved  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
which  he  now  resides,  and  in  1903  erected  a substantial  residence  on 
it.  When  he  came  to  Williams  county  with  his  parents  deer  and 
wolves  were  still  quite  plentiful.  In  political  matters  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  To  him  and  wife  nine  children  were  born, 
seven  of  whom  arc  still  living.  John  E.  Kreiger  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  and  received  a fair  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Center  township.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation  and  owns  a farm  of 
eighty  acres  of  well  improved  and  highly  productive  land,  on  which 
he  in  1904  erected  a handsome  residence.  The  raising  of  potatoes  is 
a specialty’  with  him,  and  on  some  of  his  land  as  many  as  five  hundred 
bushels  to  the  acre  are  raised.  In  politics  he  is  actively  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  hut  in  no  sense  is  he  an  office-seeker.  Together 
with  his  wife  he  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  On  March  3.  1897,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Arminta  Jordin,  a native  of  Williams  county,  the  daughter  of  Ellis  and 
Mary  (Brown)  Jordin,  the  latter  being  a daughter  of  Nicholas  Brown, 
mentioned  in  this  work.  Ellis  Jordin  was  a son  of  John  Jordin,  an 
early  settler  of  Wiliams  countv,  who  removed  to  Dakota,  where  he 
died  in  1895,  his  widow,  Emily  (Varnum)  Jordin,  surviving  him. 
Ellis  Jordin  was  born  in  Williams  county.  August  6.  1844.  and  cdu- 
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cated  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
Republican  in  politics.  He  died  in  January,  1896.  Ellis  Jordin  and 
wife  were  the  parents  of  two  children : John,  a farmer  of  Williams 
county,  and  Mrs.  Kreiger.  Mary  (Brown)  Jordin  died  in  1880.  To 
John  E.  Kreiger  and  wife  two  children  have  been  born.  They  are: 
Armin  Thorp,  born  January  26,  1899,  and  Mary  Ardilla,  born  January 
19,  1904. 

HENRY  KRILL,  an  influential  and  prosperous  merchant  of  Edger- 
ton,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Gaudernbach,  province  of 
Nassau,  Germany.  His  father,  John  Krill,  emigrated  to  America  in 
1869  and  located  in  St.  Joseph  township,  where  he  died  in  1890,  aged 
sixty-seven  years.  The  mother  of  Henry  Krill  is  still  hale  and  hearty, 
notwithstanding  she  is  seventy-four  years  old.  Henry  Krill  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Germany,  whose  system  of  education  is 
not  excelled  by  that  of  any  other  country  in  the  world.  In  1875  he 
entered  the  employ  of  J.  H.  Miller  of  Edgerton,  who  was  then  engaged 
in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business.  After  having  served  as  an 
employee  for  eleven  years,  he  became  a partner  of  Mr.  Miller,  and  in 
1891,  by  buying  out  his  partner,  he  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  conducted  so  successfully  ever  since.  His  trade  is 
not  limited  to  Williams  county,  but  it  extends  also  to  Defiance  and 
the  bordering  Indiana  counties.  While  busily  engaged  looking  after 
his  mercantile  interests  he  has  not  neglected  public  affairs.  For  two 
terms  he  was  township  treasurer  and  for  the  same  length  of  time 
member  of  the  town  council.  He  has  just  been  re-elected  a member  of 
the  school  board  for  a term  of  four  years,  his  sixth  term  of  service  on 
that  body.  For  the  past  four  years  he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  school 
board  and  he  is  now  its  president.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Repub- 
lican. With  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  he  is  closely  identified.  Since  the  organization  of  the 
Oak  Manufacturing  Company  he  has  been  one  of  its  stockholders  and 
directors.  In  religious  affairs  he  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  he  being  a trustee  and  class  leader  in 
that  organization.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Helmling,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Catherine  (Krall)  Helmling.  the  former  a native  of  Baden 
and  the  latter  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany.  They  came  from 
Baden,  Germany,  in  1850,  and  located  first  in  New  York,  coming  from 
thence  to  Cleveland,  O..  and  thence  to  Toledo,  O..  and  in  1855  to 
Edgerton,  where  he  died  January  14,  1883.  His  wife  still  survives  him 
at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krill  have  the  follow- 
ing children  : Minnie,  Oscar,  Paul,  Edwin,  all  being  still  at  home. 

Of  Mr.  Krill  it  may  truthfully  be  said  that  he  is  an  excellent  business 
man  and  a fine  type  of  the  German- American  citizen. 

HENRY  S.  KUNKLE,  in  whose  honor  the  town  and  postofficc  of 
Kunkle.  in  Madison  township,  were  named,  is  one  of  the  most  vener- 
able, best  known  and  most  highly  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Williams 
county,  and  the  failure  to  accord  him  recognition  in  this  publication 
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would  be  to  stultify  its  consistency.  The  founding  of  the  Kunkle  fam- 
ily in  America  has  historic  significance,  since  three  brothers  of  the 
name,  Jacob,  David  and  John,  who  were  natives  of  Hesse,  Germany, 
where  numbered  among  the  Hessian  soldiers  whose  services  were  sold 
by  their  government  to  the  British  to  assist  in  the  attempt  to  suppress 
the  revolution  of  the  American  colonies.  These  three  brothers  were 
not  of  the  sort  of  whom  mercenaries  are  made,  not  of  the  sort  who 
would  oppose  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  soon  after  arriving  in  America 
and  learning  that  it  would  be  their  portion  to  fight  against  many  of 
their  own  countrymen,  they  deserted  from  the  British  army  and  joined 
the  America  forces,  with  which  they  rendered  valiant  service  until  the 
close  of  the  great  struggle.  At  the  close  of  the  war  they  located  in 
Berks  county,  Pa.,  whence  they  later  removed  to  Mercer  county,  be- 
coming sterling  citizens  of  their  adopted  country,  whose  cause  they  had 
defended  and  in  whose  development  they  aided,  and  honor,  integrity 
and  good  citizenship  have  characterized  the  name  in  all  succeeding 
generations.  Of  these  three  brothers  Jacob  was  the  grandfather  of 
him  whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph.  Henry  and  Mary  (Stone) 
Kunkle,  parents  of  Henry  S.,  subject  of  this  review,  were  born  in 
Berks  county  and  Perry  county,  Pa.,  respectively,  and  in  the  latter 
county  the  mother  died,  having  had  seven  children,  of  whom  Henry  S. 
is  now  the  only  survivor.  Henry  Kunkle  later  married  Catherine 
Shaffer,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  who  passed  the  closing 
years  of  her  life  in  Kansas.  She  became  the  mother  of  three  sons  and 
one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  deceased,  three  sons  having  served  as 
Union  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war.  Henry  Kunkle  came  to  Williams 
county,  O.,  in  1854,  and  here  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in 
1871.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  but  the  major  part  of  his  active 
career  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  religious  faith  was 
that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Henry  S.  Kunkle  was  born  in  Perry 
county,  Pa.,  December  23,  1823,  and  he  was  but  five  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  mother's  death.  Under  these  unfortunate  conditions 
he  was  bound  out  to  a farmer  of  his  native  county  and  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  filled  to  repletion  with  arduous  toil,  while  his  educational 
advantages  were  very  meager.  In  1843,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
he  started  forth,  alone  and  on  foot,  for  Ohio.  Of  his  early  experi- 
ences the  following  succinct  account  has  been  given  and  is  worthy  of 
reproduction  here : ‘‘His  money  was  exhausted  ere  he  reached  his 

destination  and  he  was  forced  to  sell  his  overcoat  to  pay  for  a night's 
lodging.  Fortunately,  the  next  day  he  arrived  at  the  place  where  his 
brother  was  then  located,  near  West  Unity.  Williams  county,  and  after 
a short  visit  he  found  employment  at  chopping  wood  and  clearing  land, 
at  which  he  worked  by  the  month  for  some  time.  Saving  his  wages, 
he  was  at  length  able  to  buy  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  and  on  this  tract  he  slashed  and  deadened  forty  acres 
of  timber.  In  1850  lie  made  the  overland  trip  to  California,  being  six 
months  en  route,  and  after  clerking  in  a store  in  that  State  for  three 
months  he  secured  a mining*  claim,  which  he  at  once  began  to  operate. 
During  (he  two  and  one-half  years  lie  remained  on  the  Pacific  slope 
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he  was  fairly  successful,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  by 
water  to  the  East.  For  the  ensuing  four  months  he  was  engaged  in 
chopping  the  timber  and  otherwise  working  on  his  land,  but  in  1853  he 
returned  to  California,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and,  secur- 
ing another  claim,  he  engaged  in  mining  for  seventeen  months,  with' 
excellent  success.  Selling  out  at  an  advantage,  he  returned  by  way  of 
the  Nicaragua  route,  landed  at  Norfolk,  Ya.,  visited  for  a time  at  his 
old  home  in  Pennsylvania  and  then  returned  to  his  farm  in  Williams 
county,  O.,  upon  which  he  then  made  many  substantial  improvements, 
including  the  erection  of  a house.  In  18^6  he  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania and  married  the  sweetheart  of  his  youth,  after  which  he  brought 
his  young  bride  to  his  humble  home  in  Williams  county,  where  to- 
gether they  began  the  struggle  of  life.  She  has  proved  to  him  a most 
faithful  helpmeet.  In  the  early  days  she  fired  log  heaps,  picked  brush, 
cradled  wheat  around  stumps,  gathered  sheaves  and  made  garden,  be- 
sides attending  to  her  domestic  duties,  thus  aiding  her  husband  in 
every  possible  way.  Success  crowned  their  efforts,  and  as  their  finan- 
cial resources  increased  they  added  to  their  landed  possessions  from 
time  to  time.  In  connection  with  farming  Mr.  Kunkle  has  also  en- 
gaged extensively  in  stock-dealing,  and  in  1866  he  embarked  in  mer- 
chandising at  what  was  then  known  as  Barrett’s  Corners,  where  he 
conducted  a general  store  for  eight  year*.  A postoffice  had  been  estab- 
lished by  Mr.  Barrett,  but  after  Mr.  Kunkle  purchased,  the  land  ad- 
joining and  platted  the  town  of  Kunkle.  the  postoffice  also  was  named 
in  his  honor.  The  place  is  now  a prosperous  village  of  several  hun- 
dred population,  and  when  the  line  of  the.  Wabash  railroad  was  built 
through  the  town,  in  1881,  Mr.  Kunkle  gave  four  acres  for  the  depot 
and  also  five  hundred  dollars  in  money.’’  It  may  well  be  said  that  no 
citizen  of  Madison  township  has  contributed  more  generously  to  the 
development  and  advancement  of  local  interests  than  has  Mr.  Kunkle, 
who  is  essentially  liberal  and  public-spirited  and  whose  life  has  been 
unblemished,  so  that  he  has  commanded  the  unequivocal  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Tn  political  affairs 
Mr.  Kunkle  has  been  a stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  from  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  he  has  served  in 
various  local  offices,  including  that  of  township  trustee,  of  which  he 
was  an  incumbent  for  several  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted 
and  valued  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  whose  work  they 
have  been  active  for  many  years.  After  years  of  earnest  toil  and  en- 
deavor they  are  living  retired  in  their  attractive  home,  adjoining  the 
village  of  Kunkle,  and  in  the  midst  of  those  who  are  tried  and  true 
friends,  so  that  they  find  the  evening  of  their  lives  filled  with  most 
gracious  associations.  O11  the  7th  of  February,  1856,  Mr.  Kunkle  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  J.  Baltosser,  who  was  born  in 
Perry  county.  Pa.,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1833,  being  a daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Maria  (Long)  Baltosser.  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Dauphin  countv.  Pa.,  of  German  descent.  They  came  to  Williams 
countv,  O.,  in  1867,  and  here  the  mother  died  August  28,  i8()0,  aged 
eighty-one  years,  while  the  father  passed  away  on  the  28th  of  the 
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following"  November,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  Of  their  six  children 
four  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kunkle  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Mary  Alice,  who  remains  a member  of  the  home  circle; 

Martha  Jane,  who  married  Peter  O.  Stiving,  of  Madison  township,  and 
died  two  years  later,  in  February,  1881  ; John  C.,  who  is  a representa- 
tive farmer  of  Madison  township,  married  Miss  Lora  Stiving,  and 
they  have  four  children : Henry  P.,  Lauren  S.,  John  S.,  and  Lefa  G. ; 
Ira  H.,  the  youngest  of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kunkle,  married 
Miss  Arvilla  Pinnacle.  Ira  H.  died  August  24,  1893,  leaving  one  son, 
Ora. 


CHRIST.  LANDLE,  one  of  the  most  prominent  German-American 
citizens  of  Williams  county,  O.,  and  now  residing  on  his  fine  farm, 
two  miles  northeast  of  Edgerton,  is  a native  of  Alsace,  Germany,  where 
he  was  born  on  September  14,  1834.  His  parents  were  Philip  and 
Charlotte  (Howery)  Handle,  the  former  the  son  of  Michael  Landle. 
Philip  and  Charlotte  Landle  were  married  in  Alsace,  Germany,  and  in 
August,  1847,  they  took  passage  on  a vessel  for  America.  They  landed 
in  New  York,  whence  they  took  a boat  for  Albany  and  thence  by  rail- 
road train  to  Buffalo  and  located  on  a farm  six  miles  north  of  that  city. 
There  both  continued  to  reside  until  their  respective  deaths,  the  wife 
in  1853  and  the  husband  in  1873.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  church,  and  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz: 
Philip,  who  resides  at  Louisville,  Ivy.;  Fred,  who  died  in  Buffalo  in 
1905 ; Michael,  who  removed  to  Williams  county  and  died  there  in 
1899;  Christ,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Sarah,  who  married  George 
Haine  and  resides  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Charlotta,  who  married  Peter 
Rache  and  resides  near  Edon ; Henry,  who  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; 
Lena,  who  lives  in  Cincinnati,  O. ; Jacob,  who  died  at  Robison,  111.,  in 
1893;  and  the  youngest  was  Sophia,  who  lives  in  Cincinnati,  O. 
Christ.  Landle  was  reared  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  received  a good 
education  in  German.  Being  reared  on  a farm  he  made  farming  his 
life  work.  On  March  26,  i860,  he  married  Lena  Miller,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Charlotta  Miller.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born : 
Christ ; Lena,  now  the  wife  of  Samuel  Burkhart,  a prominent  farmer 
of  St.  Joseph  township;  and  Caroline,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Yeager,  and 
who  resides  three  miles  south  of  Bryan.  The  mother  having  died,  Mr. 
Landle  took  for  his  second  wife  on  October  25,  1878,  Sarah  Miller, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Miller  of  DeKalb  county,  Ind.  To  this  last. union 
three  children  were  born,  Allie,  Eva  and  Fred.  Mr.  Landle  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  German  Lutheran  and  Mrs.  Landle  of  the  Methodist  church. 
Mr.  Landle  is  spending  his  declining  years  on  his  beautiful  farm  of  120 
acres.  It  is  equipped  with  a fine  brick  residence,  a new  barn  and  other 
necessary  buildings.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics  and  one  of 
Williams  county’s  most  respected  citizens. 

THERON  LANDON  was  one  of  the  worthy  pioneers  and  promin- 
ent citizens  of  Millcreek  township,  having  been  identified  with  various 
lines  of  business  enterprise  and  having  been  signally  true  and  loyal  in 
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all  the  relations  of  life;  so  that  it  is  fitting  that  a tribute  to  his  memory 
be  incorporated  in  this  publication.  Mr.  Landon  came  of  stanch  New 
England  stock,  the  family  having  been  established  in  America  in  the 
early  Colonial  days.  He  was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  on  the 
2 1 st  of  May,  1814,  and  in  that  State  he  was  reared  and  educated,  hav- 
ing been  but  nine  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  his  father, 
Horace  Landon.  ]n  November,  1835,  he  came  to  the  west,  first  locat- 
ing in  Washtenaw  county,  Mich.,  where  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor  now 
stands,  where  he  remained  about  one  year.  He  then  came  to  Williams 
county,  ( ).,  and  settled  in  Millcreek  township,  this  section  being  at  that 
time  little  more  than  a virgin  forest.  He  was  a man  of  great  energy 
and  of  progressive  ideas,  soon  becoming  influential  in  local  afifairs  and 
contributing  largely  to  the  material  and  civic  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity. For  a number  of  years  he  conducted  a general  store  in  Hamer, 
where  he  served  several  years  as  postmaster.  He  also  bought  and  sold 
farm  produce,  owned  and  operated  a farm  and  was  identified  with  other 
business  enterprises.  Lie  retired  from  active  business  in  i860,  but  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  rendered  effective  service  for  some  time  in  the 
quartermaster's  department.  His  son  Henry  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany C,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  died 
in  a hospital  at  Chattanooga.  Term.,  from  the  effects  of  a gunshot 
wound  received  in  action,  at  Dallas,  Ga.  In  politics  Mr.  Landon  was 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  served  a number  of  years 
in  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  on  the  25th  of  March,  1879,  secure  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  had 
known  him  and  crowned  with  years  of  honor  and  usefulness.  Mr. 
Landon  was  twice  married,  the  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  having 
been  Harriet  Bates.  She  was  horn  in  Canada  and  her  death  occurred 
in  1862.  Nine  children  were  horn  of  this  union  and  all  are  now  de- 
ceased except  Theron,  who  resides  in  Missouri.  The  names  of  the 
children  are  here  entered  in  order  of  birth  : Lucy,  Malinda,  Eliza- 

beth, Henry,  Llorace.  Theron,  Joseph,  and  twins  who  died  in  infancy. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Landon  married  Miss  Mary  Miller,  who  was 
born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  on  April  9,  1848,  being  a daughter  of 
Adam  1).  Miller,  who  removed  thence  to  Williams  county  in  1848, 
when  she  was  three  months  old.  Mrs.  Landon  survives  her  husband 
and  resides  with  her  son  and  daughter  near  Alvordton,  where  they  have 
a pleasant  home.  She  became  the  mother  of  three  children,  namely : 
Martha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  H.  Page,  of  West  Unity,  this  county; 
Anna  R.,  and  Nathan  T.,  who  remain  with  their  mother  on  the  home- 
stead, one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Alvordton.  This  is  the  same 
home  that  Mr.  Landon  entered  as  wild  land  in  November,  1835,  an(l 
had  to  cut  a road  through  the  forest  for  twenty-seven  miles  to  reach 
it  with  a team. 


WILLIAM  H.  LASER  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Brady 
township  and  also  owns  and  operates  a fine  threshing  outfit,  which  is 
in  requisition  over  a wide  section  of  country  during  the  successive  sea- 
sons. He  was  born  in  Richland  county,  ().,  August  11,  1844,  and  is 
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a son  of  Gideon  and  Margaret  (Gluillshaw)  Laser,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  stanch  German  lineage.  When  Gideon  Laser 
was  twelve  years  of  age  his  father,  Abram  Laser,  removed  with  his 
family  from  Pennsylvania  to  Richland  county,  O.,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  that 
county  Gideon  was  reared  to  manhood  and  there  his  marriage  was 
solemnized.  On  the  4th  of  April,  1867,  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Williams  county  and  secured  a farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  Brady  town- 
ship, where  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  being 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  them  and  both  being  members 
of  the  German  Reformed  church,  while  in  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Democrat.  Of  their  ten  children  eight  are  still  living,  the  family 
being  well  and  favorably  known  in  Williams  county.  William  H. 
Laser  was  reared  to  maturity  in  Richland  county,  in  whose  common 
schools  he  secured  his  educational  discipline.  He  was  about  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Williams 
county,  and  here  he  has  given  consecutive  allegiance  to  the  agricul- 
tural industry,  in  connection  with  which  he  has  gained  a distinctive 
success  and  precedence.  For  nineteen  seasons  he  has  operated  a 
threshing  outfit,  and  he  is  known  as  a reliable  and  straightforward 
business  man  and  public-spirited  citizen.  His  attractive  farm  com- 
prises one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  and  oil  half  acres,  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  devoted  to  diversified  agriculture  and 
to  the  raising  of  live  stock  of  good  grade.  The  buildings  are  of  sub- 
stantial order,  including  the  fine  modern  residence,  which  Mr.  Laser 
erected  in  1904.  In  politics  Mr.  Laser  is  an  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  he  manifests  a loyal  concern  in  local  affairs  of  a public 
nature,  though  never  an  aspirant  for  office.  In  1866  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Arabella  Bly,  who  was  born  in  West  Virginia, 
being  a daughter  of  Henry  Bly,  who  came  to  Williams  county  in  1878. 
settling  on  a farm  in  Jefferson  township,  where  both  he  and  his  wife- 
died.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  daughters  and  four  sons, 
and  of  the  number  eight  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laser  have  had 
three  children:  Jennie  and  Charles,  who  remain  at  the  parental  home, 

and  Cora,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

CLEM  VICTOR  LASH,  manager  of  the  family  homestead  its 
Florence  township,  Williams  county,  ( )..  was  born  there  on  November 
15,  1863.  His  great  grandfather,  David  Lash,  a native  of  German}  ., 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Pennsylvania  in  pioneer 
days,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  Henry  S.  and  Nancy  (Craven)  Lash,  his  grand-parents, 
were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born  on  February  ti. 
i8ot,  and  the  latter  on  November  3,  1802.  Henry  S.  Lash  was  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Wayne  county,  ( )..  where  he  entered,  cleared  and’ 
cultivated  a farm  of  considerable  size,  and  died  there  on  January  29... 
1882.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  James  Craven,  and  spent  her 
declining  years  in  Wayne  county,  where  she  died  on  September  r, 
1870.  To  these  parents  the  folowing  children  were  born:  David. 
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born  April  17,  1822;  James,  born  January  1,  1824;  William,  born 
November  19,  1825;  Samuel,  born  October  10,  1827;  John,  born  De- 
cember 29,  1832;  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  September  24,  1836;  Henry  S., 
born  May  9,  1838,  and  Sarah  J.,  born  December  14,  1839.  Of  these 
children  there  are  now  living,  James,  William  and  Elizabeth  Ann. 
Clem  V.  Lash  is  the  son  of  James  and  Julia  A.  (Davis)  Lash,  the 
former  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  January  1,  1824,  and  the  latter  near 
West  Lebanon,  Wayne  county,  O.,  on  September  2.  1826.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  to  James  Lash,  in  1850,  Mrs.  Lash  had  married  David  R. 
Kraine,  by  whom  she  had  one  son.  James  Lash  came  to  Williams 
county  from  his  native  State  and  located  on  the  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Florence  township,  of  which  he  is  still  the  owner. 
The  land  being  heavily  wooded  he  proceeded  at  once  to  clear  and  im- 
prove it.  The  buildings  erected  on  it  arc  of  a substantial  character. 
In  addition  to  this  farm  he  owns  valuable  property  in  Edon,  where  his 
wife  died  on  January  13,  1899.  Relieving  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  to  look  carefully  after  public  affairs,  he  has  served  in  the 
capacity  of  township  trustee  and  assessor.  He  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  his  deceased 
wife  being  also  a member  of  the  same  religious  organization.  To 
James  Lash  and  wife  the  following  children  were  born,  all  still  living: 
Ann  Jane,  borni  in  Wayne  county,  O.,  on  July  19,  1851  ; James  Elmer, 
born  September  28,  1853:  Olive,  born  July  13,  1858;  Calvin  L.,  born 
July  4,  1861 ; Clem  Victor,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born 
November  15,  1863,  and  Edith,  born  June  27,  1866.  Clem  Victor  Lash 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  With  the  exception  of  the  four  years,  during  which  he 
served  as  deputy  for  Sheriff  M.  W.  Burgoyne,  he  has  always  lived  on 
the  home  farm,  of  which  he  is  now  manager.  General  farming  and 
stock  raising  command  all  of  his  time  and  attention,  and  it  is  need- 
less to  state  that  he  is  meeting  with  unusual  success  in  both.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  On  November 
12,  1891,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Clara  Simmons,  a native  of  Bryan, 
who  died  August  15,  1899.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  married  Sep- 
tember 21,  1901,  was  Miss  M.  lsora  Toner  of  Edon,  O.,  the  daughter 
of  John  M.  and  Elnora  (Matthews)  Toner,  old  and  respected  residents 
of  Edon.  Mrs.  Lash  is  a devout  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

CASSIUS  CLYDE  LATTANNER  merits  recognition  in  this  com- 
pilation by  reason  of  his  status  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  and 
most  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  attractive  town  of  Montpelier,  as 
well  as  on  the  score  of  being  a native  of  Williams  county  and  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  its  well-known  and  honored  families.  He  was 
born  in  Montpelier.  September  23,  1868,  and  is  a son  of  Adam  and 
Mary  Katherine  (Gilbert)  Lattanner,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Williams  county  and  the  latter  in  Richland  county.  The  father 
made  Williams  county  his  home  throughout  life,  having  been  of  Ger- 
man descent,  while  his  wife’s  parents  came  to  Ohio  from  the  State  of 
New  York.  Adam  Lattanner  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
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hotel  business  in  Montpelier,  and  he  was  also  interested  in  milling, 
farming  and  other  lines  of  enterprise,  having  been  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  extremely  popular  citizens  of  the  county.  August  2 6, 
1861,  he  tendered  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  as  a 
member  of  Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  lie  received  his  honor- 
able discharge,  having  made  a gallant  record  as  a loyal  and  faithful 
soldier  of  the  Republic.  The  principal  engagements  in  which  he  took 
part  were  the  following:  Hoover's  Cap,  Chickamauga,  Missionary 

Riclge,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Nickajack  Creek,  Atlanta,  Utoy  Creek, 
Jonesboro,  Perryville  and  Stone  River.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  his  political  support  was  given  to  the  Democratic  party.  He 
died,  December  28,  1895,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  and  his  widow 
still  resides  in  Montpelier,  Cassius  C.  having  been  their  only  child. 
The  latter  secured  his  educational  discipline  in  the  public  schools  of 
Montpelier,  and  then  learned  the  art  of  telegraphy,  after  which  he  was 
employed  five  years  as  operator  and  station  agent  of  the  Wabash  rail- 
road at  Montpelier.  He  then  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  in  Mont- 
pelier, where  he  has  since  continued  in  this  line  of  enterprise,  having 
a finely  equipped  store  and  controlling  a large  and  representative  trade. 
He  takes  an  advanced  position  in  the  matter  of  lending  his  influence 
and  co-operation  in  furthering  local  interests  and  is  essentially  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  his  attractive  home  city.  He  is 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public  Affairs  of  Montpelier;  is  secretary  and 
manager  of  the  Montpelier  Telephone  Company,  of  which  he  was  the 
organizer:  and  is  secretary  of  the  Williams  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. In  politics  Mr.  Lattanner  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party,  and  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic  order,  having* 
been  master  of  Montpelier  Lodge,  No.  547,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
for  the  long  period  of  nine  years.  June  5.  1894.  Mr.  Lattanner  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Blanche  Marie  Lightfoot,  daughter  of  John 
T.  and  Lucy  II.  Lightfoot,  now  residents  of  Terrace  Heights,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lattanner  have  two  children,  Adam 
Jerome  and  Helen  Katherine. 

MURVIX  A.  LEES,  a well-to-do  farmer  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Florence  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  the  son  of  Hugh  and 
Nancy  (Heller)  Lees,  the  former  a native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsvlvania.  His  maternal  grandfather  came  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Steuben  county,  Ind..  in  an  early  day,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  his 
days.  While  living  in  Ireland,  Hugh  Lees  married  Catherine  Dclarga,» 
and  bv  her  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  arc  still  living.  Early 
in  1842  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York  City. 
After  working  at  the  shoemaker  trade  in  Whitehall,  X.  Y.,  for  two 
vears.  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  settled  on  a farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  in  Florence  township.  As  this  land  was  heavilv  wooded, 
he  proceeded  at  once  to  clear  it.  V hen  lie  died  he  had  brought  the 
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land  to  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  had  equipped  it  with  all  the 
buildings  necessary  to  a well-conducted  farm.  While  a shoemaker  and 
weaver  by  trade,  he  followed  farming  after  he  came  to  Williams  county. 
Pie  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics  and  took  a deep  interest  in  public 
affairs.  In  religious  matters  lie  was  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
church.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  in  1872.  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Heller,  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  died  on  the  home  farm  on  January  8,  1891,  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Murvin  A.  Lees  was  reared  on  the  paternal  homestead 
and  educated  in  the  comon  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  is  a farm- 
er by  occupation  and  owns  eighty  acres  of  the  home  farm.  This  land  is 
very  fertile  and  equipped  with  substantial  buildings.  In  politics  he 
is  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  having  served  for  six 
years  as  township  trustee.  On  January  28,  1883,  he  was  wedded  to 
Miss  Hannah  Fetters,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Fetters,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  They  are  the  parents  of  the  following  child- 
ern,  Beulah,  Florence,  Howard  and  Fay. 

JOPIN  V.  LESXFT,  M.  D.,  a representative  physician  and  surgeon 
of  Montpelier,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Montpelier,  where  he  has  been  thus  established  for 
nearly  a score  of  years,  having  been  eminently  successful  in  the  work 
of  his  chosen  calling.  John  Vance  Lesnet  was  born  near  Dungannon, 
Columbiana  county,  O.,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1 846,  and  in  the  agnatic 
line  lie  is  of  stanch  German  descent.  His  great-grandfather,  Christ- 
ian Lesnet,  was  born  in  Hessen  Castle,  Germany,  whence  he  came  to 
America  in  1752.  locating  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  Md.,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  1804,  at  which  time  he  was  seventy-six  years  of  age. 
Concerning  his  children  the  following  data  are  given:  Nancy  first 

married  John  Vance,  and  after  the  latter's  death  became  the  wife  of 
James  Morrow  : Frederick  married  Isabella  Wilson ; Frank  married 
.Rachel  Kettler ; Sophia  became  the  wife  of  William  Rowley;  Margaret 
married  Richard  Boyce;  Christian  was  shot  and  killed  by  an  Indian; 
Christopher,  who  married  Barby  Elliott,  was  the  grandfather  of  the 
Doctor:  Christena  married  John  Neale;  and  George,  who  was  a 
bachelor  at  time  of  death,  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Lisbon,  O. 
Christopher  Lesnet  removed  from  Maryland  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
presumably  followed  farming,  and  later  came  to  Columbiana  county, 
O.,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
having  been  pioneer-  of  that  county,  where  he  reclaimed  a farm  in 
the  forest.  'Their  nine  children  were  as  follows:  John,  Richard, 

Shirley,  James,  Frank,  Elizabeth,  Rachel.  Vance  and  Eliza.  Vance 
Lesnet,  father  of  the  subjeei  of  this  review,  came  with  his  parents 
to  Columbiana  county  when  a child,  and  in  that  section  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  18.48.  when  he  came  to  W illiams  count v and 
located  in  Superior  town-hip.  where  his  death  occurred  on  the  1 rdi 
of  August,  18^0.  lie  married  Miss  Jane  Braimau.  who  was  horn  in 
Ireland,  whence  her  parents  immigrated  to  America  when  she  \\:e 
six  vears  of  age.  She  died  in  iSfdo.  Following  is  a brief  record  eon- 
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cerning  the  children  of  Vance  and  Jane  (Brannan)  Lesnet : Mar- 

garet, born  August  27,  1834,  and  died  in  September,  1894;  William, 
born  July  7,  1836,  died  July  26,  of  the  same  year;  Milton,  born  No- 
vember 1 6,  1837,  died  in  February,  1902;  Elizabeth,  born  October  30, 
1840,  died  in  1864;  Christopher,  born  November  9,  1842,  died  Septem- 
ber 20,  1859;  J°lin  Vance  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  and 
Hugh,  born  December  6,  1849,  1S  a resident  of  New  Mexico.  John 
Vance  Lesnet  was  about  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents’ 
removal  from  Columbiana  county  to  Williams  county,  in  which  latter 
he  was  reared  to  maturity,  having  been  afforded*  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools  and  the  normal  school  in  Bryan.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention  for  five  years, 
while  he  was  also  a successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
county.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Drs.  Long 
& Riggs,  at  Bryan,  and  prosecuted  his  technical  reading  under  these 
able  preceptors  until  1876,  when  he  entered  Worcester  Medical  Col- 
lege, in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  which  is  now  known  as  the  Cleveland 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  and  is  the  medical  department  of 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  located  in  the  city  of  Delaware.  He 
was  graduated  in  1880  and  received  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
In  the  same  year  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Brunersburg,  Defiance  county,  where  he  met  with  gratifying  success. 
He  remained  there  until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Montpelier,  in  which 
broader  field  he  has  gained  much  prestige  and  become  numbered 
among  the  most  successful  and  honored  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
the  country.  He  is  a member  of  the  Tri-State  Medical  Society  and 
is  at  the  present  time  health  officer  of  Montpelier,  while  he  has  been 
continuously  a member  of  the  board  of  examining  surgeons  for  pen- 
sions for  Williams  county  since  the  administration  of  President  Har- 
rison, when  he  received  his  initial  appointment,  excepting  the  four 
years  of  Cleveland’s  second  administration.  The  Doctor  is  one  of  the 
stalwarts  in  the  camp  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a member  of  the 
county  central  committee.  In  1881  Dr.  Lesnet  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Reid,  daughter  of  George  and  Jane 
(Rudisil)  Reid,  of  Bryan,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  the  elder.  Ivy  June,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
while  the  younger,  Bessie  L.,  still  remains  at  the  parental  home,  being 
one  of  the  popular  young  ladies  of  the  city. 

WHALON  LINDSAY,  a prosperous  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
county,  N.  Y.,  August  15,  1822.  He  is  the  son  of  Francis  W.  and 
Polly  (Adams)  Lindsay,  the  former  a native  of  Essex  county,  Vt., 
and  the  latter  of  Essex  county,  N.  Y.  Francis  Lindsay  removed  from 
his  native  state  to  Calhoun  county,  Mich.,  in  June,  1837,  and  three 
years  later  to  Williams  county,  O.,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent  the 
rest  of  their  days.  He  was  a hard  working,  industrious  man,  and 
cleared  much  of  the  extensive  tract  of  land  that  he  owned.  In  politics 
he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Democrat.  The  office  of  trustee,  as 
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well  as  other  minor  township  offices,  was  acceptably  filled  by  him. 
He  died  on  April  15,  1859,  and  was  survived  by  his  widow  until 
February  12,  1871.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children1: 
Whalon ; George,  deceased ; Cyrena,  deceased,  a native  of  Essex 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  the  late  wife  of  Simon  Waterston,  who  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work ; Mary1  Ann,  a native  of  Calhoun  county, 
Mich.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Boyce  on  January  1,  i860,  and 
by  him  had  the  following  children : Infant,  deceased ; Arthur,  de- 

ceased; Celia,  the  wife  of  Webster  Wert  and  the  mother  of  three 
children,  Ethel,  Ida  and  Nettie;  infant,  deceased,  and  Adda,  deceased; 
and  Jane,  a native  of  Williams  county,  where  she  was  born  June  24, 
1844.  Whalon  Lindsay  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and 
received  such  an  education  as  the  common  schools  of  that  day 
afforded.  He  is  a very  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  In  politics 
he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  For  seventeen  years  he  has 
satisfactorily  filled  the  important  office  of  township  assessor.  In  re- 
ligious matters  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Church  of  God.  In  1854  he 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Julia  E.  Sumner,  of  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
by  her  has  had  one  son,  who  died  in  infancy. 

COURTLAND  C.  LLOYD  is  one  of  the  popular  and  progressive 
young  agriculturists  of  Jefferson  township,  and  is  a representative  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Williams  county.  He  was 
born  on  the  ancestral  homestead,  in  Center  township,  this  county,  on 
the  6th  of  November,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  David  and  Sophia  (Snyder) 
Lloyd,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  the 
Lloyd  family  being  of  Welsh  extraction  and  having  been  founded  in 
New  England  in  the  Colonial  epoch.  David  Lloyd  first  married  Miss 
Emily  Welch,  likewise  a native  of  Vermont,  and  she  died  in  Williams 
county,  O.,  having  become  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely: 
Mary,  who  is  the  widow  of  William  Morris  and  resides  in  Gladwin 
county,  Mich.;  Frank,  who  is  deceased;  Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Ridenour,  of  Defiance  county,  O.,  and  Emma,  who  likewise  re- 
sides in  Defiance  county.  Martin  Lloyd,  father  of  David,  came  from 
Vermont  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  settled  in  Center  township, 
Williams  county,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  section,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  David  Lloyd  came  to  the  county  about  1842  and  lived  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1898.  He  was 
one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  the  county,  was  a Democrat  in 
his  political  allegiance  and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  as  is  also  his  widow,  who  still  lives  on  the  home  farm,  which 
comprises  one  hundred  and  eight  acres.  David  and  Sophia  (Snyder) 
Lloyd  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
review  is  the  elder.  His  sister,  Edith,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Harold, 
and  they  reside  on  the  old  Lloyd  homestead,  in  Center  township. 
Courtland  C.  Lloyd  received  a good  public  school  education  and  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  until  1891,  when  he  purchased  his  present 
fine  farm  property,  in  Jefferson  township,  the  same  comprising  eighty 
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acres.  The  land  was  wild  and  rough  at  the  time  when  he  took  pos- 
session, but  he  has  developed  the  same  into  one  of  the  valuable  and 
attractive  farmsteads  of  the  county,  having  cleared  all  but  five  acres. 
He  has  secured  from  the  place  five  thousand  five  hundred  cords  of 
wood,  besides  timber  for  manufacturing.  The  farm  is  under  effective 
cultivation  and  the  owner  also  has  been  very  successful  in  the  raising 
of  live  stock,  including  cattle,  horses  and  mules.  In  politics  Mr. 
Lloyd  is  a stanch  Republican  and  he  has  shown  a lively  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs  of  a local  nature.  In  the  autumn  of  1904  he  was  elected  clerk 
of  Jefferson  township,  being  also  clerk  of  the  school  board,  while  he 
made  an  honorable  and  almost  successful  race  for  the  nomination  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  county  clerk,  in  1905.  He  is  affiliated  with 
Fountain  City  Lodge,  No.  113,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
in  Bryan.  October  22,  1899,  Mr.  Lloyd  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Edna  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  St.  Joseph,  township,  this  county, 
being  a daughter  of  Philander  E.  and  Fanny  M.  (Hopkins)  Wilson, 
likewise  natives  of  Williams  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  have  an 
adopted  son,  Russell. 

GEORGE  LOCKHART,  a successful  and  highly  respected  farmer 
of  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Ashland  county,  July  5,  1829.  He  is  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Jane  (McCartney)  Lockhart,  the  former  a native  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  of  Columbiana  county,  O.  About 
the  year  1823  William  Lockhart  removed  to  Richland  county,  O., 
where  he  was  married  and  where  he  located  and  cleared  a farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Later  he  removed  to  Williams  county, 
where  he  died  in  1880,  and  was  survived  by  his  widow,  who  died  in 
Pulaski,  O.,  in  1891.  His  early  occupation,  besides  farming,  consisted 
in  teaming  from  Ashland  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat and  in  religious  views  a Presbyterian.  To  these  parents  there 
were  born  thirteen  children,  six  of  whom  died  when  young.  The 
names  of  those  who  reached  mature  life,  follow:  Nancy,  the  wife  of 

Ephram  Reid  of  Pulaski,  O. ; John,  a resident  of  Holland,  Mich.; 
Hiram,  who  died  in  Kansas;  George,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jef- 
ferson, of  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; Louisa,  deceased ; and  Lewis  Oliver,  of 
Montpelier,  O.  George  Lockhart  received  only  a limited  education  in 
the  private  schools  of  his  locality  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-three  years  old.  In  1852  he,  with  a party  of  fourteen 
others,  driving  three  teams  and  a buggy,  made  the  overland  trip  to 
California.  Starting  from  Ashland  on  March  17,  they  first  went  to 
Wellsville,  O.,  from  there  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  rivers  to  Independence,  Mo. ; then  by  way  of  St.  Mary’s 
Mission  and  Forts  Kearney  and  Bridger  to  Salt  Lake  City,  and  finally 
to  Plumas  county,  Cal.,  where  he  engaged  in  freighting  with  pack 
mules  for  a number  of  years.  In  i860  he  engaged  in  freighting  from 
Placerville,  Cal.,  to  Carson  City  and  Virginia  City,  and  throughout 
that  territory  in  Nevada.  Later  he  followed  the  same  occupation  in 
Oregon,  Idaho  and  Washington.  At  one  time  he  and  a party  of 
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freighters  took  a stock  of  goods  valued  at  $10,000  to  Blackfoot  City, 
Montana.  On  his  return  to  the  States  he  came  by  way  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  and  traveled  by  rail  from  there  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he 
had  the  gold  dust,  accumulated  while  in  the  west,  coined  into  money. 
Mr.  Lockhart  made  three  trips  to  California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama  and  crossed  the  plains  twice,  first  with  teams  and  second 
by  stage.  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  purchased  a farm  in  Fulton  county, 
O.,  which  he  traded  the  following  year  for  one  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  following  quite  successfully  general  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing. By  adding  to  the  original  purchase  at  various  times  he  succeeded 
in  acquiring  altogether  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres  of  as 
fine  farming  land  as  the  county  affords.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics 
and  a member  of  the  Reformed  church.  In  1867  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Critchfield,  the  daughter  of  Abner  Critch- 
field,  a pioneer  of  Williams  county.  Mrs.  Lockhart  died  on  May  13, 
1900.  To  these  parents  there  were  born  eleven  children,  as  follows: 
Daisy  May,  the  wife  of  Charles  Silcox,  of  Bryan,  O. ; Elwood  G.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  Arizona,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Della,  now  Mrs.  William  Ames  of  Jefferson  township;  William  M., 
a farmer  of  Pulaski  township,  who  married  Myrtle  Hecock;  Oscar  T., 
a salesman  at  Waverly,  O.,  who  married  Miss  Gertrude  Rotsel ; Wirt, 
a farmer  of  Pulaski  township,  who  was  wedded  to  Miss  Bertha  Fix ; 
Bertie,  the  wife  of  Edward  Carland  of  Pulaski  township,  and  Zona, 
Solon  and  Willa,  all  still  at  home. 

HIRAM  LONG,  justice  of  the  peace,  real  estate  and  loan  agent, 
and  manager  of  the  Hy.  Long  Drug  Co.,  of  Edgerton,  Williams 
county,  O.,  is  of  foreign  descent,  his  father,  John  Long,  having  been 
born  in  Wurtemburg,  Alsace,  Germany,  and  his  mother,  Margaret 
Long,  in  France.  John  Long  and  wife  came  to  America  many  years 
ago  and  located  on  a farm  in  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county, 
O.  The  father  died  in  1901,  having  survived  his  wife  twenty-one 
years.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  Laura;  Lona; 

Myron  A.;  Jennie;  Hiram;  Harvey  V.  and  Alma.  Laura  died  in 
1884;  Lona  is  a resident  of  Tipton,  Iowa;  Myron  A.  resides  in  Edger- 
ton; Jennie  died  in  1887;  Hiram  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Harvey 
V.  died  in  1900,  and  Alma  is  a telegraph  operator  in  Columbus,  O. 
Hiram  Long  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county, 
September  9,  1868,  and  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  county.  In  1890  he  graduated  from  the  American 
Normal  College  at  Logansport,  Ind.,  teaching  during  his  vacations  to 
earn  money  with  which  to  pay  his  way  through  college.  Pie  taught 
in  this  State  and  Indiana  until  1892.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Edgerton  since  1893.  For  two  terms  each  he  served 
as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  his  home  township.  In  1903  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  he  is  now  holding 
that  office.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  has  also  served  as  a 
delegate  to  county  and  district  conventions,  and  in  1904  was  a delegate 
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from  the  Fifth  Ohio  district  to  the  National  Democratic  convention  at 
St.  Louis.  As  a teacher,  a business  man  and  a public  official  Mr.  Long 
has  uniformally  been  quite  successful.  By  dint  of  strong  will  power 
and  clear  judgment  he  has  been  enabled  to  accomplish  every  thing  that 
he  has  undertaken.  His  standing  in  the  community,  county  and  dis- 
trict is  everything  that  could  be  desired,  for  his  honesty  and  integrity 
are  universally  recognized. 

JOHN  W.  and  JAMES  W.  LONG,  M.  D.’s.  Any  history  of 
Williams  county  and  its  leading  people  would  be  incomplete  unless  it 
contained  extended  mention  of  the  Long  family,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  influential  families  of  the  county,  being  closely  identified  with  its 
growth  and  development  for  a period  of  more  than  fifty  years.  The 
founder  of  the  Long  family  in  America  was  William  Long,  who  was 
born  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  in  1795.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Susanna  Long  and  was  reared  in  his  native  country,  where  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  White  Hamilton  about  the  year  1819.  In 
1830  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Carroll  county, 
O.,  where  he  engaged  in  general  farming.  In  1849  he  removed  to 
Williams  county  and  purchased  a half  section  of  land  in  Superior 
township.  This  land  was  all  in  the  woods  when  he  settled  on  it. 
After  building  a log  cabin  on  the  land  he  set  to  work  to  clear  it.  He 
was  a very  industrious  man,  possessing  many  of  the  sterling  character- 
istics of  the  pioneer,  and  he  met  with  well-earned  success  in  his  un- 
dertakings. He  died  in  1871,  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him  or  had  dealings  with  him.  To  him  and  wife  were  born  the 
following  children:  George  E.,  born  in  County  Donegal,  May  1, 

1821,  who  came  with  his  parents  to  this  country,  settling  in  Carroll 
county.  He  studied  medicine  under  his  brother,  Dr.  Henry  C.  Long 
of  Mt.  Vernon,  O.  In  1850  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  began  to 
practice  medicine  in  Superior  township.  Five  years  later  he  received 
his  degree  from  the  Eclectic  Institute  of  Cincinnati.  In  politics  he 
was  originally  a Whig,  then  an  Abolitionist  and  finally  a Republican. 
In  1864  he  was  appointed  probate  judge  of  Williams  county  to  fill 
a vacancy,  elected  in  1866  for  a term  of  three  years  and  re-elected 
for  a like  period  of  time,  serving  altogether  nearly  seven  years.  De- 
clining to  serve  longer  in  that  capacity,  he  continued  a citizen  of 
Bryan,  where  he  was  afterwards  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  mayor 
of  the  city.  On  September  4,  1856,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Harriet 
H.  Parker,  a daughter  of  Judge  Payne  C.  Parker,  one  of  Williams 
county’s  old  and  prominent  citizens.  Judge  Long  died  on  September 
20,  1898,  and  is  survived  by  his  widow.  Henry  C.  Long,  the  second 
son  of  William  Long,  was  born  in  County  Donegal  on  October  4, 
1823,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents.  He  was  apprenticed 
to  learn  the  tailors’  trade,  but  soon  gave  that  up  and  began  the  study 
of  medicine.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profesion  at  Waynesburg, 
O.,  and  subsequently  practiced  at  Mt.  Vernon  and  Wooster,  both  in 
Ohio.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Brvan,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  physicians  of  his  time  in  Wiliams  county.  Dr. 
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Henry  C.  Long  was  married  to  Miss  Armenia  Ehle,  a native  of  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  on  March  20,  1851,  and  died  April  11,  1867.  William  H., 
the  third  son  of  William  Long,  was  born  in  County  Donegal  on  July 
10,  1826,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  America.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  old  school  houses  of  Carroll  county  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  1852,  when,  marrying,  he  began  to  work  for  him- 
self. He  began  farming  on  the  south  half  of  the  half  section  of  land 
which  his  father  had  purchased  in  Superior  township.  In  the  spring 
of  1869  he  left  the  farm  and  came  to  Bryan.  The  following  year  he 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Edgerton,  in  which  business  he  con- 
tinued for  nine  years.  He  then  returned  to  Bryan,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  same  line  as  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Long  & Kennedy. 
This  firm  carried  on  the  business  for  fifteen  years,  when  Mr.  Long  re- 
tired from  active  business.  He  still  owns  his  farm  in  Superior  town- 
ship and  the  property  which  he  has  accumulated  at  Bryan.  For  fif- 
teen years  Mr.  Long  served  as  trustee  of  Pulaski  township.  In  1852 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Mortland,  a native  of 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  her  parents  being  natives  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland.  She  died  in  November,  1896.  Rosanna,  the  fourth  child  of 
William  Long,  was  born  in  County  Donegal  in  1830.  She  married. 
Patrick  S.  Slevin,  who  was  Colonel  in  command  of  the  One  Hundredth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  regiment  during  the  Civil  war  and  was  bre- 
vetted  Brigadier  General  for  gallant  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle. 
She  died  in  1896,  her  husband  having  died  four  years  earlier.  Su- 
sanna, the  next  child,  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  O.,  in  1832,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  John  W.,  the  sixth  child,  was  born 
in  Carroll  county  on  November  2,  1834.  After  he  had  received  an 
academic  education  at  Hagerstown,  Carroll  county,  he  taught  school 
in  the  country  for  several  winters.  In  1856  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  preceptorship  of  his  brother,  Dr.  (Judge)  Long. 
He  graduated  from  Bellevue  Medical  College,  N.  Y.,  in  1864.  Be- 
fore establishing  himself  in  regular  practice  the  Doctor  entered  the 
service  of  the  United  States  government  as  acting  assistant  surgeon 
and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Ruby,  Nevada,  from  the  summer  of  1864 
to  1867.  He  then  returned  to  Williams  county  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Bryan,  where  he  has  since  continued.  In  the 
winter  of  1871-72  the  Doctor  returned  to  New  York  City  and  took 
a special  course  in  both  Bellevue  and  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  Again  in  1878  he  spent  some  time  in  that  city  pursuing 
his  studies  in  special  lines.  Dr.  Long  is  a member  of  the  Williams 
county  and  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Medical  Societies,  and  the  Ohio 
State  Medical  and  the  American  Medical  Associations,  the  sessions 
of  which  he  has  frequently  attended,  having  attended  the  American 
Medical  Associations  at  Buffalo,  Detroit,  Saratoga,  Cincinnati,  Den- 
ver and  Portland,  Oregon.  In  1872  he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railway  company,  and  he  has 
continued  as  such  to  the  present  time,  except  during  the  period  of  the 
few  years  in  which  the  company  dispensed  with  surgeons.  Dr.  Long 
married  Miss  Eugenia  Perrin,  born  in  Perrysburg,  O.,  in  1838,  the 
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daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Amelia  Perrin.  James  H.  Long,  the  seventh 
child,  was  born  in  Carroll  county  in  1838.  He  served  as  First  Lieu- 
tenant and  Captain  of  Company  K,  of  the  Sixty-eighth  -Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry  regiment  during  the  Civil  war  and  was  seriously  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  died  in  1869.  He  was  wedded  to  Miss  Sarah  Ehle,  a 
sister  of  H.  C.  Long’s  wife.  Thomas  Long,  the  eighth  child,  was 
horn  in  Carroll  county  in  1841  and  died  June  6,  1862.  Loretta  Long, 
the  youngest  child,  was  born  in  Carroll  county  in  1844  and  married 
Dr.  John  U.  Riggs,  a practicing  physician  of  Bryan.  James  Wilker- 
son  Long,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  young  physicians  of  Northern  Ohio,  and 
a son  of  Dr.  John  W.  Long,  now  of  Bryan,  was  born  in  that  city  on 
February  17,  1871.  His  early  education  was  secured  by  an  attendance 
at  the  Bryan  public  schools.  Following  this  training  he  attended  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  and  in  1893  he  entered  the  Medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  spent  three  years. 
In  1896  he  entered  Bellevue  Medical  College  of  New  York,  from  which 
lie  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  1897.  He  then  took  two  months 
training  in  a post-graduate  course  in  the  Post-Graduate  School  in 
New  York.  Returning  to  Bryan  he  entered  the  practice  with  his 
father,  and  in  1898  he  returned  to  New  York  City  and  spent  three 
months,  in  post-graduate  work  at  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm- 
ary. I11  1899  he  spent  some  time  at  the  Chicago  Post-Graduate  Col- 
lege. In  1902  he  spent  two  months  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic,  and 
in  the  year  1903-4  he  was  junior  assistant  surgeon  at  the  Royal 
Opthalmic  Hospital  in  London,  England.  In  December,  1895,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Minnie  L.  Kautsky  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  the  daughter 
of  Wenzel  Kautsky.  To  this  union  one  son  has  been  born,  Perrin, 
born  April  6,  1899. 

MOSES  H.  LOUDEN,  the  first  representative  of  the  Louden 
family  to  settle  in  Williams  county,  came  from  Crawford  county,  O., 
in  1844.  He  located  on  a farm  in  Superior  township  and  carried  on 
general  farming  with  marked  success.  He  and  wife,  a Miss  Bacon 
before  her  marriage,  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  on  this  farm. 
William  Harrison  Louden,  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  settled  on 
a farm  near  Montpelier  and  followed  the  occupation  of  general  farm- 
ing. In  1881  he  erected  the  store  building  in  Montpelier  now  occupied 
by  his  two  sons,  Willard  and  Charles.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  for  two  years,  meeting  with  unusual  success.  Then  he 
built  a fine  opera  house,  but  it  was  soon  after  destroyed  by  fire.  In 
public  affairs  he  was  quite  prominent,  taking  an  active  part  in  politics. 
He  served  on  the  city  council  and  school  board  for  some  years.  In 
1890  he  moved  to  Kansas,  where  he  died  on  December  15,  1893.  His 
widow,  Miss  Mary  Lattanner,  before  her  marriage,  still  resides  in 
Montpelier.  Willard  Asher  Louden  was  born  in  Montpelier,  where 
he  was  reared  and  educated.  From  the  spring  of  1890  to  the  fall  of 
1894  he  resided  with  his  parents  in  Kansas.  His  attendance  at  school 
was  limited  to  that  of  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town.  When 
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seventeen  years  old  he  engaged  for  a short  time  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, and  then  removed  to  the  West,  locating  in  Kansas,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  stock-raising.  In  1894  he  returned  to  Montpelier  and 
a second  time  opened  up  a grocery  establishment.  Six  years  later  he 
added  drugs,  jewelry,  etc.,  to  his  original  stock  of  goods.  From  the 
time  of  its  organization  he  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of' 
the  Montpelier  Telephone  Company.  For  six  years  he  has  served  as 
township  and  corporation  treasurer.  He  is  actively  identified  with  the 
order  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Louden  married  Miss  Isabella 
Stainthorp,  a native  of  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  and  the  daughter  of  George 
Stainthorp. 

LOWELL  McKELVEY  is  the  owner  of  a well  improved  and  ably 
managed  farm  in  Superior  township  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative farmers  and  stock-growers  of  Williams  county.  He  is  a 
native  son  of  the  old  Buckeye  State,  having  been  born  in  Portage 
county,  O.,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1845,  and  being  a representative  of 
one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneer  families  of  that  section.  The 
genealogy  is  traced  back  to  stanch  Irish  origin  and  the  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
Portage  county,  having  immigrated  from  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  hav- 
ing been  a prosperous  farmer  of  Portage  county  in  the  pioneer  era. 
Stephen  B.  McKelvey,  father  of  Lowell,  was  born  and  reared  in  Port- 
age county  and  was  a man  of  much  intellectuality,  having  been  for  a 
number  of  years  a successful  teacher  in  the  common  schools,  but  he 
later  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  was 
successfully  engaged  during  the  remainder  of  his  long  and  useful  life. 
In  the  late  forties  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Center  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  and  there  he  and  his  family  took  up  their  abode 
in  1850.  He  developed  a valuable  farm  and  continued  to  reside  on 
the  old  homestead  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1888,  his  de- 
voted wife  having  passed  away  in  the  preceding  year.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Jennet  Byers  and  she  was  born  in  Mahoning  county,  O. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children : Lucetta,  Artilisa,  Antoi- 

nett,  Lydia  E.,  Lois  A.,  Lowell,  Benjamin  F.,  Hiram,  an  infant  who 
died  unnamed,  Wilson  A.  and  Robert  R.  Lucetta,  Artilisa,  Antoinett, 
Lydia  E.,  Lois  A.  and  Robert  R.  are  all  deceased ; Lowell,  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  the  first  son  born;'  Frank  is  a farmer  of  Marshall 
county,  Iowa;  Hiram  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Center  township,  and 
Wilson  is  a farmer  in  Pulaski  township.  Stephen  B.  McKelvey  was 
a stalwart  Democrat  in  his  political  adherency  and  he  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Lowell  McKelvey  was  reared 
on  the  pioneer  farmstead  and  received  his  educational  training  in  the 
common  schools  of  Williams  county,  having  been  a student  in  the 
school  of  which  his  father  had  charge  for  a portion  of  his  scholastic 
days.  After  leaving  school  he  went  to  the  west,  passing  three  years 
in  various  parts  of  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  In  1871  he  returned 
to  Williams  county  and  here  he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-growing.  His  well-improved  farm,  comprising  one 
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hundred  acres,  is  eligibly  located  in  Section  34,  Superior  township, 
and  practically  the  entire  tract  is  under  cultivation  or  eligible  therefor. 
He  gives  his  attention  to  diversified  farming  and  to  the  raising  of 
high-grade  cattle,  sheep  and  swine,  while  his  progressive  ideas  and 
good  management  are  manifest  in  the  general  appearance  of  his  farm 
and  its  appurtenances.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Williams  Countv  Fair  Association,  and  is  one  of  those  energetic 
and  enterprising  citizens  whose  efforts  are  conserving  the  prestige  and 
advancement  of  the  opulent  agricultural  resources  of  this  favored 
section  of  the  Buckeye  State.  In  politics  Mr.  McKelvey  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  while  he  has  never  sought  or 
desired  office  he  has  rendered  effective  service  as  school  director  in  his 
district.  June  24,  1874,  Mr.  McKelvey  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Emma  L.  Miller,  daughter  of  John  Miller,  of  Boone  county, 
Iowa,  and  they  have  two  children : Harry,  who  was  born  July  4, 
1876,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Superior  township.  He  married  Miss 
Mirtie  Cummings,  of  this  township,  and  they  have  three  children — 
Arleen,  Zola  and  Mildred.  Stephen  B.,  the  younger  son,  was  born 
September  1,  1881,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

FREDERICK  E.  MADER,  member  of  the  city  council  and  agent 
of  the  Cincinnati  Northern  Railway  Company  at  Brvan,  Williams 
county,  O.,  was  born  in  that  city  December  14,  1875.  He  is  the  son 
of  Richard  and  Catherine  (Miller)  Mader,  both  natives  of  Germany, 
where  the  former  was  born  February  7,  1843,  and  the  latter  on  May 
27,  of  the  same  year.  Richard  Mader  emigrated  to  America  about  the 
year  1871  and  located  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  Then  he  removed  to  Williams  county.  O.,  spending  the  first 
two  weeks  at  Stryker,  and*  then  locating  permanently  at  Bryan.  His 
first  work  was  in  the  stave  factory,  which  was  followed  by  employ- 
ment in  the  plow  factory.  For  eighteen  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
business  of  buying  grain  and  wool,  after  which  he  retired  from  the 
active  duties  of  life.  For  the  past  twenty  years  lie  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Odd  Fellow  organization.  In  politics  he  is 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  His  wife  came  to  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  a short  time  before  he  did,  and  there  they  were  marreid.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  these  parents.  They  are:  Minnie  C.,  born 
at  Bridgeport,  and  Frederick  E.  Frederick  E.  Mader  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  became  a messenger  boy  of  the  Postal  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, whose  offices  were  in  the  depot  of  the  Cincinnati  Northern  Rail- 
road Company.  After  serving  in  this  capacity  for  a year  and  a half 
he  was  appointed  to  a clerkship  in  the  office  of  the  railway  company, 
having  learned  telegraphy  while  acting  as  messenger  boy.  Here  he 
served  three  years,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  and 
Michigan  Southern  Railway  Company,  working  in  the  freight  depart- 
ment. A year  later  he  was  made  agent  of  the  Cincinnati  Northern 
and  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  railway  companies,  in 
which  capacity  he  acted  for  three  and  one-half  years.  On  September 
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12,  1898,  he  was  appointed  telegraph,  freight  and  passenger  agent  of 
the  Cincinnati  Northern  Railroad  Company  at  Bryan,  a position  which 
he  now  holds.  In  the  fall  of  1904  he  was  elected  to  the  city  council. 
In  this  body  he  is  a member  of  the  Electric  Lights  and  Water  Works, 
the  Streets  and  Sidewalks  and  the  Judiciary  committees,  and  chair- 
man of  the  Claims  and  Ways  and  Means  committees.  When  twenty- 
one  years  old  he  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  now  a member 
of  the  Fountain  City  Lodge,  No.  215,  the  Northwest  Chapter,  No.  45, 
and  Defiance  Commandery,  No.  30,  Knights  Templar,  and  is  a Thirty- 
second  Degree  Mason  in  Toledo  Consistory,  of  which  he  is  a charter 
member. 

FRANK  A.  MALCOLM,  a successful  farmer  and  merchant  of 
Cooney,  O.,  was  born  in  Northwest  township,  Williams  county, 
on  October  20,  1867.  He  is  the  son  of  Archibald  T.  Malcolm, 
mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the  succeeding  review.  Frank  A. 
Malcolm  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  county  and  in  Montpelier  high  school. 
Until  1904  he  was  engaged  exclusively  in  general  farming  on  the 
home  place,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  highly 
productive  land.  Since  then  he  has  devoted  a part  of  his  time  to 
merchandising  at  Cooney,  O.,  having  as  a partner  Mr.  H.  S.  Ely, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  In  politics  he  is  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  having,  served  as  township  trustee. 
Since  1896  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Republican  county  com- 
mittee. In  the  work  of  Northwest  Lodge,  No.  722,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  that  of  the  Rebeccas,  he  takes  an 
active  part.  On  December  31,  1892,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lena 
Jane  Lougheed,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Electa  (Goodrich) 
Lougheed,  the  former  born  in  Ireland  on  August  15,  1822,  and  the 
latter  in  Pompey,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  on  May  3,  1832. 
Robert  Lougheed  enlisted  in  Company  I of  the  First  Michigan 
Light  Artillery  on  August  15,  1862,  and  served  with  credit  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Williams  county,  O., 
and  located  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres  and  there  ended  his  days, 
on  January  4,  1899.  In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  Republican, 
serving  his  people  in  the  capacity  of  township  trustee  and  clerk. 
He  was  the  son  of  Robert  and  Maria  (Cuff)  Lougheed,  both 
natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  Canada  in  1828,  where  the  latter 
died  two  years  later.  Mrs.  Lougheed  was  the  daughter  of  Archi- 
bold  and  Mabel  (Beebe)  Goodrich,  the  former  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Archibold  Goodrich  re- 
moved to  Michigan  from  Connecticut  and  died  there  in  1865.  His 
widow  survived  him  until  1888,  when  she  died  in  Williams  county. 
The  father  of  Archibold  Goodrich  was  Samuel  Goodrich,  a native 
of  Connecticut.  He  and  wife  died  in  Courtland  county,  N.  Y.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Malcolm  there  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren. They  are:  Zander  E.  and  Francis  Harold. 
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JOHN  W.  MALCOLM,  a representative  farmer  and  stock-grower 
of  Northwest  township,  was  born  in  Williams  county,  O.,  in  the 
township  where  he  now  resides,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1862,  and 
is  a son  of  Archibald  T.  and  Lucretia  (Malian)  Malcolm,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Scotland,  October  24,  1818,  while  the  latter 
was  born  in  Avon,  Lorain  county,  Q.,  June  22,  1826.  Archibald  T. 
Malcolm  is  of  stanch  Scottish  lineage  and  the  only  living  child  of 
Alexander  and  Barbara  (Titlear)  Malcolm,  both  of  whom  emigrated 
to  America  and  settled  in  Huron  county,  O.,  where  they  ended  their 
long  and  useful  lives.  He  was  a skilled  horticulturist  and  general 
gardener,  having  won  many  prizes  for  the  superiority  of  his  products. 
He  was  a son  of  William  and  Catherine  Malcolm,  both  representing 
old  and  prominent  families  of  the  land  of  hills  and  heather.  Archi- 
bald T.  Malcolm  secured  his  educational  discipline  in  his  native  land, 
where  he  was  reared  in  the  vocation  of  gardening,  under  the  effective 
direction  of  his  father.  In  1834  he  came  to  America,  settling  in 
Huron  county,  O.,  and  in  1854  he  came  as  a pioneer  to  Williams 
county,  where  he  became  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  was  reclaimed  to  cultivation  under  his 
direction.  He  is  a citizen  of  influence  and  was  during  his  active  life 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  and  stock  dealers  of  the  county. 
He  and  his  wife  now  reside  in  Cooney,  Northwest  township,  retired 
from  the  activities  of  life,  he  being  in  his  eighty-eighth  year.  In 
politics  he  was  originally  a Whig,  but  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Republican  party  at  the  time  of  its  organization  and  has  never 
since  wavered  in  his  fealty  to  the  same.  He  has  served  as  town- 
ship trustee  and  treasurer  and  as  land  assessor,  wielding  much  influ- 
ence in  local  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  church.  Lucretia  (Mahan)  Malcolm,  whose  mar- 
riage to  Archibald  T.  Malcolm  was  solemnized  in  1843,  ls  a daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Cooper)  Mahan,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Ireland  and  the  latter  in  the  State  of  New  York.  They  came  from 
the  Empire  state  to  Lorain  county,  O.  They  later  removed  to 
Michigan,  and  Mr.  Mahan  died  in  Eaton  county  of  that  State,  and 
his  wife  died  in  Steuben  county,  Ind.  They  had  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living.  Mr.  Mahan  followed  the  vocation  of  farming 
during  the  greater  portion  of  his  active  career,  and  in  politics  he 
was  a stalwart  Democrat.  John  W.  Malcolm  passed  his  youth  on 
the  homestead  farm  and  after  completing  the  curriculum  of  the  local 
schools  he  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  high  school  in 
Montpelier.  He  is  the  owner  of  a finely  improved  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  acres,  in  Section  15,  Northwest  township,  and 
in  addition  to  being  engaged  in  diversified  agriculture  he  makes  a 
specialty  of  breeding  O.  I.  C.  swine  and  of  the  feeding 
and  shipping  of  cattle  and  hogs  upon  an  extensive  scale,  being 
one  of  the  leading  stock  dealers  of  his  township.  In  politics  he 
is  arrayed  as  an  uncompromising  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  has  rendered  effective  service  as  trustee  of 
his  township.  He  is  affiliated  with  Northwest  Lodge,  No.  722.  Inde- 
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pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  with  the  Encampment  of  the 
same  order  at  Camden,  Michigan,  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
Rebeckah  branch  of  that  order.  Of  the  other  children  in  his  father’s 
family  it  mav  be  stated  that  William,  who  resides  in  Springport, 
Michigan,  being  a farmer  by  vocation,  was  four  years  in  service  as 
a Union  soldier  during  the  Civil  war;  Alexander  died  in  1871  ; Emma 
also  is  deceased;  and  Frank  A.  is  engaged  in  the  general  merchan- 
dise business  at  Cooney,  Williams  county.  November  30,  1885, 
John  W.  Malcolm  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lodema  Coolman, 
daughter  of  David  Coolman,  of  whom  specific  mention  is  made  else- 
where in  this  work.  Of  the  two  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Malcolm  the  first  died  in  infancy  and  the  second,  Ted,  at  the  age 
of  one  and  one-half  years. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  MASTELLER.— A few  miles  to  the 
southwest  of  the  village  of  Pioneer,  in  Madison  township,  is  located 
the  finely  improved  farm  of  Mr.  Masteller,  who  is  one  of  the  worthy 
citizens  of  Williams  county  who  claims  the  old  Keystone  State  as 
the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Columbia  county,  Pa., 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Eliza- 
beth (Stettler)  Masteller,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in 
that  State,  the  father  of  George  having  been  a native  of  Germany, 
whence  he  immigrated  to  America  and  located  in  Pennsylvania  in 
the  early  pioneer  epoch.  In  1844  George  Masteller  removed  with 
his  family  to  Knox  county,  O.,  his  wife  having  died  in  1834.  He 
continued  to  reside  in  Knox  county,  an  honest,  industrious  citizen, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1864.  He  was  a blacksmith  by 
trade  and  vocation,  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  proclivities,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church.  George  W.  Masteller  secured  his  early  educational 
training  in  the  common  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  having 
been  about  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  removal  to 
Knox  county.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  under  the  effec- 
tive direction  of  his  honored  sire,  and  followed  the  same  as  a voca- 
tion for  the  long  period  of  twenty  years.  In  1872  he  came  to  Will- 
iams county  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  having  developed  one  of  the  valuable 
farms  of  the  county  and  having  made  most  substantial  improvements 
in  the  way  of  buildings,  while  the  years  have  brought  to  him  a full 
measure  of  peace  and  prosperity.  He  gives  unequivocal  allegiance  to 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  held  office,  save  that  of  member 
of  the  school  board,  of  which  he  was  incumbent  several  years.  He  is 
held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community  and  is  a man  of  intelligence 
and  sterling  character.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cyclone 
Insurance  Company  of  Williams  county,  and  was  its  president  for 
five  years.  November  19,  1858,  Mr.  Masteller  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Margaret  Sever,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Sever, 
both  of  whom  died  in  Knox  county,  O.  The  gracious  domestic 
ties  of  thirty  years  were  severed  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Masteller  on 
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the  7th  of  December,  1888.  She  had  borne  to  her  husband  two 
children:  Ellen  and  Jennie  May,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Aprils 
1904,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Durbin,  a representative  farmer  of  Madison  township,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Bessie.  Mr.  Masteller  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  belongs  to  Joy  Lodge,  No.  461, 
located  at  Pioneer.  He  takes  a great  interest  in  the  order  and  has 
filled  all  the  chairs.  He  has  passed  through  all  the  branches  of  the 
order  except  the  Canton. 

GOTTLOB  MALTERHAN,  JR.,  proprietor  of  an  extensive  meat- 
market  of  Edon,  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents,  grandparents  and 
great-grandparents  having  been  born  in  the  “Vaterland.”  His  great- 
grandfather was  Konrad  Mauerhan,  a man  of  influence  in  his  com- 
munity. Melchoir  Zindel,  who  married  a Miss  Ball,  was  his  maternal 
great-grandfather.  His  grandparents,  Konrad  and  Jokobine  Zindel, 
lived  and  died  in  Germany,  where  the  former  was  a prominent  mer- 
chant. The  following  children  were  born  to  these  parents : Magda- 
lina, Torotea,  Konrad,  Jokobine,  Frederika,  Gottlobine,  Pauline, 
Gottlob  and  Karl.  Gottlob  Mauerhan,  Sr.,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  born  in  Germany  on  March  21,  1845,  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  land.  In  1864  he  emigrated  to  America,  land- 
ing at  New  York  city,  where  he  remained  one  year.  In  March  of 
the  next  year  he  enlisted  in  Company  A of  the  Thirty-fifth  New 
Jersey  volunteer  infantry  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
September,  1865,  he  removed  from  New  York  City  to  Williams 
county,  locating  in  St.  Joseph  township.  Six  years  later  he  located 
in  Edon,  and  for  two  years  worked  at  such  employment  as  he  could 
secure.  In  1874  he  opened  up  a meat  market  in  Edon  and  conducted 
it  with  marked  success  for  twenty-two  years.  In  1896  he  retired 
to  his  farm  of  forty-one  acres,  situated  one-half  mile  from  Edon, 
and  there  he  is  now  living  a happy  and  contented  life.  The  home 
farm  originally  contained  fifty  acres,  but  nine  acres  were  sold  to  his 
oldest  son.  The  farm  is  in  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
equipped  with  all  the  necessary  buildings.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town  council,  and  for 
four  years  as  township  treasurer.  Mr.  Mauerhan  and  family  are 
devout  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  On  May  13, 
18 66,  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss  Louisa 
Keinath,  a native  of  Germany  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Louisa 
(Overider)  Keinath.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Keinath 
emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Richland  county,  O.,  in  1861. 
The  following  year  she  removed  to  Crawford  county  and  in  Novem- 
ber, 1865,  to  Williams  county.  To  Gottlob  Mauerhan,  Sr.,  and  first 
wife  there  were  born  the  following  children,  all  of  them  still  living: 
Gottlob,  Mary,  Christina,  Louisa,  Lena,  Clara  and  Karl.  His  first 
wife  died  on  November  26,  1893,  and  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Hoch, 
a native  of  Germany,  but  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  a resident  of 
Williams  county.  Gottlob  Mauerhan,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Williams 
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county  on  February  20,  1868,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  Edon. 
Until  1890  he  worked  for  his  father  in  the  meat  business  and  then 
became  a partner.  When  his  father  retired  in  1896  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  F.  W.  Grim,  and  the  business  was  conducted  very 
successfully  by  this  firm  until  1903,  when  Mr.  Grim  withdrew  and  Mr. 
Mauerhan  became  sole  proprietor.  Under  his  management  the  busi- 
ness has  flourished  beyond  all  reasonable  expectation.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  has  served  as  township,  corporation  and 
school  board  treasurer.  In  religious  matters  he  and  his  wife  are 
devout  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  On  April  11,  1894,  he 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Louisa  Kaltenbach,  a native  of  Edon  and  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Merick)  Kaltenbach,  who  emigrated 
from  Germany  and  located  in  Edon  in  pioneer  days.  He  was  a black- 
smith by  trade  and  did  an  extensive  business  in  that  line.  To  Gott- 
lob Mauerhan,  Jr.,  and  wife  two  children  have  been  born:  Arthur, 
born  January  25,  1895,  and  Edwin,  born  July  7,  1896.  Both  are 
attending  the  Edon  public  schools. 

LOREN  S.  MAXWELL,  a prominent  and  successful  dealer  in 
buggies  and  agricultural  implements  of  Edon,  was  born  in  Steuben 
county,  Ind.,  October  7,  1872.  His  grandparents  were  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Houtz)  Maxwell,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  of 
Irish  descent.  His  maternal  grandparents  were  Sylvester  and  Hen- 
rietta (Ogden)  Parrot,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  Slvvester  Parrott  was 
a Republican  in  politics  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Baptist 
•church.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  these  parents  six  are  still 
living.  Both  parents  are  deceased.  Loren  S.  Maxwell  is  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Parrott)  Maxwell,  both  natives  of  Ohio, 
the  former  born  in  Wayne  county  in  1840  and  the  latter  in  Crawford 
county  on  December  28,  1847.  Samuel  Maxwell  grew  to  manhood 
on  a farm  and  was  educated  in  the  country  schools.  Having  learned 
the  blacksmith  trade,  he  came  to  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  when  a young 
man  and  there  plied  his  trade  for  some  years.  In  1865  he  was  mar- 
ried and  moved  to  the  farm  which  he  made  his  home  until  1893, 
following  general  farming.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  a mem- 
ber of  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias  and  with  his  wife  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Maxwell  died  in  1895  and 
is  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  James  H. 
Hatheway,  of  Edon.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  with  the  advent 
of  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living.  Loren  S.  Maxwell 
was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Steuben 
county,  Ind.,  and  at  the  Tri-State  Normal  of  Angola,  Ind.,  taking 
the  commercial  course  in  the  latter  institution.  At  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  began  working  for  himself.  Coming  to  Edon  he 
•clerked  for  one  year  for  W.  E.  Gross,  hardware  merchant,  and  in 
1896  he  embarked  in  the  buggy  and  agricultural  business,  which  he 
has  ever  since  conducted  with  marked  success.  In  the  buggy  line 
he  carries  the  largest  stock  in  the  county.  This  business  has  grown 
to  such  proportions  that  two  traveling  salesmen  are  kept  constantly 
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on  the  road.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican,  having-  served  oil 
the  central  committee  of  Florence  township.  In  the  affairs  of  Edou 
Lodge,  No.  644,  Knights  of  Pythias,  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
part,  having  passed  all  of  the  chairs  and  having  represented  the  lodge 
at  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Cincinnati  and  Springfield. 
On  December  26,  1897,  at  Hamilton,  Ind.,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Mabel  C.  Swift,  the  daughter  of  George  O.  and  Mildred  (Lemon) 
Swift,  early  settlers  of  Steuben  county,  Ind.  Mr.  and.Mrs.  Maxwell 
are  devout  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  the  former  being  a 
trustee  and  member  of  the  building  committee.  To  these  parents 
there  have  been  born  the  following  children : Russell  V.,  and  Duane, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

CHARLES  MEHRLING,  a prosperous  and  progressive  farmer 
of  Bridgewater  township,  was  born  in  Huron  county,  O.,  on  October 
30,  1836.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Lydia  (Raver)  Mehrling,  both 
natives  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  John  Mehrling  removed  from  his 
native  State  to  Huron  county  O.,  in  1857.  Later  he  removed  to- 
Northwest  township,  Williams  county,  and  in  March,  1861,  died  in 
Superior  township.  His  widow,  who  survived  him  until  September 
13,  1887,  was  a Presbyterian.  He  was  a farmer  and  a Democrat. 
To  their  marriage  there  were  born  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Charles  Mehrling  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county.  In  1857  he  settled 
with  his  parents  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Northwest  town- 
ship, which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  clear  and  prepare  for  cultivation. 
In  1864  he  patriotically  answered  his  country’s  call  for  troops  by 
enlisting  as  a private  in  Company  B of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
ninth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  and  served  creditably  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  On  his  return  from  the  war  he  resumed  his  chosen  occu- 
pation on  the  farm.  In  1890  he  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns.  In  addition  to  this  farm  of  seventy-two  acres  he  owns  one 
of  forty-five  acres  in  Northwest  township.  In  politics  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1877  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of 
matrimony  with  Miss  Eliza  Joice,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Johnson)  Joice,  and  a sister  of  William  Joice,  mention  of  whom  is 
made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

FREDERICK  WILLIAM  MEYERS,  a prominent  and  well-to-do 
citizen  of  Edon,  is  the  grand-son  of  Jacob  Meyers,  a native  of  Ger- 
many who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the  forties  and  located 
in  Williams  county  in  pioneer  days.  He  and  his  wife,  also  of  German 
birth,  died  on  the  homestead  east  of  West  Unity.  Jacob  and  Phili- 
pena  (Mann)  Meyers,  the  parents  of  F.  W.  Meyers,  were  both 
natives  of  Germany,  the  Mann  family  having  emigrated  to  America 
at  about  the  same  time  the  Meyers  family  came  over.  Jacob  Meyers 
received  his  education  in  his  native  country,  and.  coming  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents,  located  on  a farm  in  Williams  countv, 
where  he  followed  successfully  general  farming.  In  August,  1866* 
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he  died  on  the  homestead  south  of  West  Unity,  leaving  a widow  and 
four  children.  His  wife,  who  died  on  February  14,  1889,  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  German  Methodist  church.  Six  children  were 
born  to  these  parents,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  Their  names 
follow:  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Frederick,  William,  Jacob,  Louis  and 
two  others  that  died  in  infancy.  Frederick  William  Meyers  was  born 
two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  West  Unity  on  November  29,  1862. 
He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  received  his  education 
by  attending  the  district  and  West  Unity  graded  schools.  Having 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter  trade  he  worked  for  W.  C. 
Gill  of  West  Unity  for  about  six  years.  In  1887  he  removed  to 
Kunkle,  a village  of  Williams  county,  and  there  embarked  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business.  After  a short  stay  there  he  re- 
moved to  Waldron,  Mich.,  where  for  the  next  five  years  he  engaged 
in  the  same  line  and  suffered  the  loss  of  his  business  by  fire,  carrying 
no  insurance.  While  in  Waldron  he  twice  formed  a partnership 
with  his  brother  Jacob  and  as  many  times  dissolved  it,  the  last  time 
in  1893,  when  he  removed  to  Edon,  just  in  time  for  the  fire  of  1894. 
He  at  once  rebuilt  the  store  in  Edon  that  he  now  occupies,  and  the 
following  year  his  substantial  residence.  Since  the  fire  in  1894  he 
has  met  with  unusual  success.  Among  the  public  buildings  that  he 
constructed  in  Edon  are  the  old  and  the  new  school  buildings.  In 
politics  he  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
having,  served  in  the  capacity  of  school  board  member  and  town 
councilman.  Fie  and  his  wife  and  daughter  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church.  On  May  6,  1888,  he  was  married,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Efffe  Rosalie  Knoff  of  Williams  county,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  William  and  Elizabeth  (Alleman)  Knoff,  early  settlers  of 
Primrose,  Williams  county.  Dr.  Knoff  was  born  in  Coshocton 
countv,  on  February  n,  1831,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter 
in  Edon  November  17,  1903.  His  father  was  of  Yankee-Dutch  and 
his  mother  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Alleman)  Knoff 
was  born  August  27,  1844,  at  Shelby,  O.,  and  died  at  her  home, 
near  Primrose,  O.,  on  October  28,  1900.  She  was  of  German  descent. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  living, 
one  son  and  three  daughters — Effie  Rosalie,  Della  May  (Knoff) 
Nicolen,  Willis  Legrand  and  Almeda  Grace  (Knoff)  Osborn.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyers  there  have  been  born  four  children.  Their 
names  are : Lola  Fern,  Hoy  Atlev,  Donald  Reid  and  Relmond  Dale. 

JAMES  H.  MILLER,  one  of  the  representative  business  men  and 
influential  and  popular  citizens  of  West  Unity,  is  cashier  of  the  West 
Unity  Banking  Company  and  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Citizens’ 
Telephone  Company.  In  Hicksville,  Defiance  county,  O.,  on  the 
29th  of  June,  1867,  James  Heywood  Miller  was  born,  being  a son 
of  James  M.  and  Catherine  (Casebeer)  Miller.  James  Madison 
Miller  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  O.,  in  1835,  and  he  died  in  Hicks- 
ville, in  March,  1868,  when  the  subject  of  this  review  was  less  than 
one  year  of  age.  He  was  a son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Boone) 
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Miller,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Wayne  county,  where  the  respec- 
tive families  were  early  founded,  while  the  parents  of  the  latter  were 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  in  Defiance  county.  John  Miller 
was  a pioneer  of  Hicksville,  that  county,  and  was  one  of  its  most 
prominent  and  valued  citizens,  having  been  a manufacturer  of  lum- 
ber and  also  having  conducted  a grocery  business  for  a long  term 
of  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Hicksville.  James  Madison 
Miller  devoted  his  attention  principally  to  the  saw-milling  business, 
and  was  in  the  prime  of  his  life  at  the  time  of  death.  He  was  a 
reliable  and  successful  business  man,  commanding  uniform  confi- 
dence and  esteem.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics  and  was  in  the  three 
months’  service  as  a member  of  an  Ohio  regiment  in  the  Civil  war. 
His  widow  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Rings,  Sr.,  of  West  Unity, 
She  is  a daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Lower)  Casebeer,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  O.,  in  1818,  while 
the  latter  was  born  in  West  Virginia,  in  1817,  and  died,  in  Hicksville, 
Defiance  county,  in  1902,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  James 
Casebeer,  who  now  resides  in  West  Unity,  is  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Defiance  county,  where  he  became  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock  dealer.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Farmers’  and 
Merchants’  Bank,  of  Hicksville,  the  predecessor  of  the  present  First 
National  Bank.  Janies  H.  Miller  has  passed  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life  in  Williams  county,  in  whose  public  schools  he  secured  his 
educational  discipline,  having  been  graduated  in  the  high  school  at 
West  Unity.  In  this  place  he  initiated  his  business  career  as  a sales- 
man in  a general  store,  and  he  followed  this  lme  of  occupation  for 
several  years.  In  September,  1888,  he  effected  the  organization  of 
the  West  Unity  Banking  Company,  which  began  business  on  the 
15th  of  the  following  month,  and  he  has  served  as  cashier  of  the 
company  from  the  start,  and  the  fine  business  now  controlled  by  the 
concern  is  to  be  attributed  in  a large  degree  to  his  efficient  execu- 
tive and  administrative  management  and  to  the  high  personal  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  in  the  community.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1899, 
Mr.  Miller  also  organized  the  Citizens’  Telephone  Co.,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  secretary  and  manager,  and  in  divers  other  ways 
he  has  shown  his  enterprising  spirit  and  his  interest  in  the  advance- 
ment of  his  home  city  and  county.  In  politics  he  gives  his  support 
to  the  Democratic  party,  but  in  local  affairs  he  maintains  an  inde- 
pendent attitude.  He  served  one  term  as  a member  of  the  village 
council  and  is  at  the  present  time  a member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, with  which  he  has  been  identified  for  three  terms.  He  is  a 
valued  and  appreciative  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  West 
Unity,  of  which  lie  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  from  the  time  of 
its  incorporation,  in  1891.  He  is  affiliated  with  Superior  Lodge, 
No.  179,  Free  & Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was  Worshipful 
Master  for  two  terms;  and  he  is  a charter  member  of  Evergreen 
Lodge,  No.  637,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
chancellor  commander.  Mr.  Miller  enjoys  unqualified  popularity 
in  both  business  and  social  circles  and  is  properly  accorded  recogni- 
tion in  a compilation  of  this  nature. 
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ALFRED  M.  MOORE,  the  efficient  and  popular  superintendent 
of  the  Williams  county  infirmary  and  farm,  located  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  on  the  12th  of  September, 
1855,  an(l  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Harriet  (Barr)  Moore,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  in  Rich- 
land county,  O.  The  father  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Richland 
county  when  a young-  man,  and  there  he  followed  the  carpenter  trade 
until  1862,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Hillsdale  county, 
Mich.,  where  he  continued  in  the  work  of  his  trade,  maintaining  his 
home  in  Amboy  township.  He  remained  there  until  1869,  when  he 
came  to  Williams  county,  locating  in  Bridgewater  township,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  worked  at  his  trade,  here  passing 
the  remainder  of  his  long  and  useful  life,  commanding  the  high 
regard  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  October,  1891,  and  his 
cherished  and  devoted  wife  died  in  November  of  the  following  year. 
Both  were  devoted  members  of  the  German  Baptist  church,  in  which 
he  was  a local  minister,  and  in  politics  he  was  a stanch  adherent  of 
the  Democratic  party.  Of  the  eight  children  in  the  family  the  fol- 
lowing is  a brief  record : Henderson  is  a well  known  carpenter  and 
farmer  of  Jefferson  township;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  F. 
Wendt  and  resides  in  Norton  county,  Kan.;  Alfred  M.  is  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch;  Charles  is  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Norton  county,  Kan.;  Annie  died  in  1893;  Eliza  resides  with  her 
brother  in  Norton  county,  Kan.;  Joseph  is  deceased;  and  Hattie  is 
the  wife  of  James  Silvernail,  of  Midland  county,  Mich.  Alfred  M. 
Moore  secured  a good  public  school  education,  in  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan, and  in  his  youth  learned  the  carpenter  trade  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  until  he  had  attained  to 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  when  he  initiated  his  independent 
career,  locating  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  he  followed  his 
trade,  in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  for  several  years, 
being  energetic,  capable  and  reliable,  and  thus  meeting  with  due 
success  in  his  efforts.  I11  November,  1900,  he  removed  to  Jefferson 
township,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  April  1,  1902,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  his  present  responsible  office  of  superintendent 
of  the  county  infirmary,  in  which  he  has  proved  a most  efficient  and 
popular  executive,  showing  much  consideration  for  the  unfortunate 
wards  in  his  charge  and  securing  the  best  returns  from  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  county  farm.  He  is  the  owner  of  a farm  of  eighty-five 
acres,  in  Center  township,  and  gives  a general  supervision  to  the 
same.  In  politics  he  accords  unqualified  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Baptist 
church.  In  October,  1878,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Moore  to  Miss  Diana  Koch,  who  was  born  in  Elkhart  county,  Ind.. 
being  a daughter  of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Troxel)  Koch,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Wayne  county,  O.,  whence  they  removed  to  Indiana, 
and  eventually  came  to  Williams  county  and  located  in  Jefferson 
township,  where  the  father  has  since  been  numbered  among  the 
influential  farmers  of  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koch  have  had 
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six  children,  namely:  Diana,  wife  of  Mr.  Moore;  Lenetta,  deceased; 
Daniel  and  George,  farmers  of  Jefferson  township ; Saloma,  wife  of 
George  W.  Bohner,  a farmer  of  Hillsdale  county,  Mich. ; and  Frank, 
remaining  on  the  homestead  with  his  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore 
have  three  children : Howard  E.,  who  married  Miss  Florence  Kra- 
bill,  is  a farmer  of  Defiance  county  O.;  and  Paul  L.  and  Grace  remain 
at  the  parental  home;  popular  young  folk  of  the  community  and 
prominent  in  its  social  life. 

BENJAMIN  F.  MORRIS  (deceased),  who  was  a highly  respected 
citizen  and  retired  farmer  of  Montpelier,  was  the  representative  of 
a family  that  was  established  in  America  in  a very  early  day,  one 
that  can  be  traced  even  as  far  back  as  the  settlement  of  Jamestown, 
Va.  His  grandfather  was  Benjamin  Morris,  a native  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  The  parents  of  Benjamin  F.  Morris  were  William  and 
Hannah  (Smith)  Morris,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  Pennsylvania.  William  Morris,  born  in  1794,  after  leaving 
school  learned  the  shoemaker  trade,  and  for  some  years  traveled 
over  the  country  plying  that  avocation.  After  the  close  of  the  War 
of  1812,  during  which  he  served  as  a soldier  in  the  American  army, 
being  the  youngest  soldier  in  his  company,  he  came  to  Berks  county. 
Pa.,  and  opening  up  a shop  in  Lynn  Creek  township,  conducted  a 
very  successful  business  for  some  years.  In  1835,  after  his  mar- 
riage in  Berks  county,  William  Morris  lemoved  to  Stark  county, 
O.,  where  he  bought  a farm  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  was  a broad-minded  and  well-read  man,  an  exemplary  citizen  and 
a kind,  indulgent  parent.  His  death  occurred  in  February,  i860,  his 
wife  having  died  eight  years  earlier.  To  these  parents  there  were 
born  four  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom  four  daughters  are 
yet  living.  Benjamin  F.  Morris  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Pa., 
on  August  10,  1829,  and  was  a lad  of  five  years  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Ohio.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental  farm  in 
Stark  county,  receiving  a common  school  education.  In  1853  he 
came  to  Williams  county  and  purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  he  established  his 
permanent  home.  Later  lie  purchased  an  additional  tract  of  ninety 
acres,  making  a total  of. two  hundred  and  .ten  acres  in  the  farm. 
On  June  1,  1855,  he  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Crowl,  a native  of  Col- 
umbiana county,  O.,  who  died  in  1863,  leaving  four  children,  as 
follows:  Elizabeth  H..  deceased,  who  married  Fred  Shammel ; Will- 
iam H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Sarah  A.,  deceased,  who 
was  the  wife  of  George  Waterston ; and  George  E.,  ex-auditor  of 
Williams  county,  of  whom  more  extended  mention  is  made  on  a fol- 
lowing page.  Two  years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Morris 
married  a second  time,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Harriet 
Lhubenhaur,  born  in  Superior  township  on  April  12,  1842,  the  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Laura  (Lloyd)  Umbenhaur,  the  former  a native 
of  Berkeley  county,  W.  Va.,  then  Virginia,  and  the  latter  a native  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  To  this  marriage  there  were  born  five  chil- 
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dren,  of  whom  four  are  still  living.  They  are:  Mary  C.,  the 
wife  of  Howard  Griffith  of  Montpelier;  Thomas  L.,  of 

Montpelier;  Theodosia,  now  Mrs.  B.  O.  Bistline  of  Wood  county, 
O.,  and  Ford  B.  Benjamin,  the  first  born,  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  Mr.  Morris  was  always  actively  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  having  filled  practically  all  of  the  township  offices  and  having 
served  as  county  commissioner  from  1894  to  1897.  On  April  16, 
1905,  Benjamin  F.  Morris  died  in  Montpelier,  O.,  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow  who  resides  in  the 
comfortable  home  at  Montpelier.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Morris, 
Philip  Umbenhaur,  came  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day,  locating  in  Musk- 
ingum county.  Later  he  removed  to  what  is  now  Defiance  county, 
and  from  there  to  Superior  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres.  At  that  time  he  was 
one  of  five  settlers  in  the  township.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Pultz,  a native  of  Virginia,  and  by  her  had  fifteen  children,  all  of 
whom,  except  Abraham,  the  youngest  son,  are  deceased.  Her  father, 
George  Umbenhaur,  married  .Miss  Laura  Lloyd,  a native  of  New 
York  State,  the  daughter  of  Elijah  Lloyd,  an  early  settler  of  Defiance 
county.  These  parents  had  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  still 
living.  Their  names  follow:  Harriet,  now  Mrs.  B.  F.  Morris  of 
Montpelier;  Benjamin  F.,  a resident  of  Montpelier;  Virgil  A.,  a 
resident  of  Miami  county,  Kan. ; Alpheus,  a retired  farmer  of  Mont- 
pelier, and  Francis,  who  died  when  two  years  old.  George  Umben- 
haur died  in  the  fall  of  the  year  made  historical  by  the  great  Chicago 
fire,  aged  sixty-two  years,  his  wife  having  died  in  1852,  when  only 
thirty-two  years  old. 

WILLIAM  MOSS,  who  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  influential 
farmers  of  Millcreek  township,  where  he  has  served  for  more  than 
a score  of  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  is  a representative  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  this  county  and  of  one  which  was  founded  in 
America  in  the  Colonial  epoch  of  our  national  history.  His  great- 
grandfather, Thomas  Moss,  was  born  and  reared  in  Ireland  and  there 
he  married  a Miss  Ross.  They  immigrated  to  America  and  settled 
near  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Later  they 
removed  to  Washington  county,  that  state,  where  they  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  honored  for  their  sterling  worth  of  char- 
acter. Thomas  Moss  there  owned  and  improved  a good  farm,  pro- 
viding well  for  his  family.  This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents 
of  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Their  names,  in  order  of  birth,  were  as  follows:  Joseph, 
John,  Thomas,  Margaret,  Polly,  James,  William,  Jane  and  Ross. 
Thomas  Moss,  Jr.,  grandfather  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this 
sketch,  was  born  about  the  year  1759  and  received  a good  educa- 
tion, being  a man  of  high  intellectuality  and  stanch  integrity.  He 
followed  the  vocation  of  surveyor  for  some  time  and  also  taught 
several  terms  of  school.  When  but  seventeen  years  of  age  he  en- 
listed in  the  Continental  army  and  did  valiant  service  in  the  cause 
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of  independence  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  remaining  in  the 
ranks  until  the  close  of  the  war,  though  he  held  a clerical  position 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  great  conflict.  In  1792  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Eleanor  Swearengen,  of  Washington  county,  Pa.  She  was 
born  July  4,  1776,  being  a daughter  of  Daniel  Swearengen.  Shortly 
after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moss  removed  to  Brooke  county, 
Va.  (now  West  Virginia),  where  he  secured  a farm.  He  later  sold 
this  property  and  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Jefferson  county,  about 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  present  city  of  Steubenville,  where 
he  partially  reclaimed  a farm  of  one  hundred  acres.  This  property 
he  finally  sold,  returning  to  Brooke  county,  Va.,  where  he  bought 
land.  In  1823  he  disposed  of  his  property  there  and  again  came  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  Blooming  Grove  township,  Richland  county,  where 
he  cleared  and  improved  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in  1855,  at  the 
patriarchal  age  of  ninety-six  years.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1858, 
aged  eighty-two  years.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  while  the  names  of  the  others  were  as 
follows : James,  William,  Daniel,  John,  Joseph,  Polly,  Rebecca,  Sam- 
uel, Sarah  and  Ross.  Of  these  children  Samuel  demands  more  particu- 
lar attention  in  this  connection,  having  been  the  father  of  William, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Samuel  Moss  was  born  in  Brooke  county, 
West  Va.,  which  was  then  a part  of  the  Old  Dominion,  on  the  4th 
of  February,  1811,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1823  he  made  his  first 
trip  to  Ohio,  driving  a flock  of  sheep  through  to  Richland  county. 
He  remained  a short  time  and  then  returned  to  his  native  county, 
where  he  remained  in  the  home  of  his  maternal  uncle  Samuel  Swear- 
engen, for  some  time,  in  the  meanwhile  attending  school.  There- 
after he  made  several  trips  back  and  forth  between  Brooke  county, 
Va.,  and  Richland  county,  O.,  to  which  latter  place  his  parents  had 
removed  in  1823,  as  already  noted.  In  said  county,  in  1832,  he 
entered  claim  to  eighty  acres  of  government  land,  in  Blooming  Grove 
township,  and  the  deed  to  the  property  bore  the  signature  of  President 
Andrew  Jackson.  Thereafter  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment on  his  farm,  while  he  continued  to  work  more  or  less  at  the 
carpenter  trade,  which  he  had  learned  in  his  youth.  April  25,  1833, 
he  married  Miss  Priscilla  Turbett,  of  Mansfield,  O.  She  was  born 
in  Mifflin  county  Pa.,  being  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Rice) 
Turbett,  who  removed  to  Richland  county,  O.,  in  1824,  settling 
in  Blooming  Grove  township.  Here  her  mother  died  in  1833  and 
her  father  in  1871.  They  reared  a large  family  of  children  and  Mr. 
Turbett  also  had  a number  of  children  by  his  second  marriage.  He 
was  a son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Wilson)  Turbett,  and  was  born  in 
Mifflin  county,  Pa.,  about  1786,  being  one  of  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. His  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  whence  they  came  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolution,  during  which  his  father  was  colonel 
of  a regiment  of  Continental  troops.  Samuel  Moss  came  to  Williams 
county  in  the  spring  of  1853  and  became  one  of  the  representative 
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farmers  and  honored  citizens  of  Millcreek  township,  where  he  died 
on  the  25th  of  February,  1901,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years 
and  twenty-one  days.  His  devoted  wife  passed  away  June  13,  1882. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : Thomas ; Ellen, 

now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Crawford ; Joseph,  deceased ; Sarah,  now 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Holenbaugh  ; and  William,  who  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Alt  of  these  brothers 
and  sisters  are  residing  in  Williams  county.  William  Moss,  to 
whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated,  was  born  near  Rome,  Richland  county, 
O.,  on  the  13th  of  December,  1852,  and  when  he  was  about  five 
months  old  his  parents  removed  to  Williams  county,  where  he  has 
ever  since  made  his  home.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  secured 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools,  duly  profiting  by  his 
advantages  in  the  line,  as  is  evident  when  we  revert  to  the  fact  that  he 
became  eligible  for  pedagogic  honors,  having  taught  during  the 
winter  terms  for  about  four  years,  working  on  the  farm  in  the  sum- 
mer seasons.  April  29,  1875,  Mr.  Moss  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Malinda  Clay,  who  was  born  in  Williams  county,  March  6, 
1856,  being  a daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Glime)  Clay,  who 
were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Millcreek  township. 
George  Clay  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  August  22,  1819, 
and  he  died  in  Williams  county,  O.,  June  29,  1893.  He  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  from  the  Keystone  State  to  Richland 
county,  O.,  where  his  marriage  to  Margaret  Glime  was  solemnized, 
August  22,  1838.  They  .became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living,  namely:  Dr.  John  C.,  of  Pomona,  Cal.;  Sam- 
uel, who  likewise  resides  in  California;  Jacob,  of  Bellevue,  Kan.; 
Margaret,  wife  of  John  Blair,  of  Bryan;  and  Malinda,  wife  of 
William  Moss.  Mrs.  Clay  was  summoned  into  eternal  rest  on  the 
29th  of  December,  i860.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moss  have  been  born 
six  children:  Margaret,  born  October  16,  1877,  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  Ellen,  born  May  30,  1879,  died  May  19,  1880;  George  Samuel, 
born  June  8,  1881,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  the  city  of 
Toledo;  Thomas  Earl,  born  July  6,  1883,  is  a student  in  Toledo; 
Mary  Allora,  born  December  6,  1885,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Raymond, 
of  Millcreek  township;  and  William  D.,  born  May  22,  1889,  remains 
at  the  parental  home.  Mr.  Moss  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  from  his  youth  to  the  present  time  ana  his  homestead  is 
one  of  the  model  farms  of  Millcreek  township,  comprising  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  and  having  excellent  improvements.  In  politics 
he  is  a stalwart  in  the  Democratic  camp,  and  he  has  been  called  upon 
to  serve  in  various  local  offices  of  public  trust.  For  twenty-one 
years  he  has  been  incumbent  of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  while 
• he  was  township  clerk  for  five  years,  and  has  also  served  as  land 
appraiser,  assessor  and  school  director.  In  1893  he  was  the  candi- 
date of  his  party  for  county  auditor,  and  in  1902  for  probate  judge, 
running  ahead  of  his  ticket  at  each  election,  but  he  was  defeated 
owing  to  the  large  adverse  party  majority.  No  man  in  the  com- 
munity commands  more  unqualified  esteem,  and  he  is  liberal  and 
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public-spirited  in  his  attitude.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian church. 


GEORGE  E.  MORRIS,  the 
efficient  and  obliging  auditor  of 
Williams  county,  who  has  just 
recently  retired  from  that  posi- 
tion, was  born  on  the  farm  of 
his  father  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship on  January  i,  1862.  Pie  is 
descended  from  an  ancestry  that 
has  had  an  abode  in  America  for 
nearly  four  hundred  years.  The 
first  American  progenitor  came 
with  the  followers  of  Capt.  John 
Smith  and  assisted  in  establish- 
ing the  first  English  settlement 
in  the  Western  hemisphere  at 
Jamestown,  Va.,  in  1607.  The 
Old  Dominion  continued  to  be 
the  abiding  place  of  the  family 
for  several  generations,  and 
finally  the  ancestors  of  the 
Williams  county  branch  took 
up  their  abode  in  Pennsylvania, 
later  removing  to  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  for  the  past  fifty 
\ears  the  Morris  family  has  been  identified  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  Williams  county.  The  late  Benjamin  F.  Morris,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  given  appropriate  mention  in 
a preceding  memoir.  George  E.  Morris  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  attended  the  country  schools,  also  the  graded  school  at  Pioneer. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 
When  nineteen  years  old  he  began  teaching  school,  continuing  in 
that  capacity  for  six  winters.  For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in 
selling  farming  implements,  meeting  with  marked  success,  and  from 
that  time  on  he  has  followed  farming  and  buying  and  selling  farms. 
In  the  spring  of  1889  ^ie  bought  a farm  west  of  Montpelier.  In 
politics  he  has  been  prominent  and  active  ever  since  he  attained  his 
majority,  serving  as  a member  of  the  central  committee  and  as  a 
delegate  to  county  and  congressional  conventions.  In  November, 
1899,  lie  sold  farm  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
Montpelier  and  continued  so  employed  until  January  9,  1904,  when 
he  was  appointed  auditor  to  fill  out  a vacancy  and  his  term  expired 
October  16,  1905.  He  holds  membership  in  the  organizations  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  On  October  31,  1889, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  B.  Glover,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Hannah  R.  Glover.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  George  E. 
Morris  and  wife,  named  Elsworth  and  Warren  B. 
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JACOB  A.  MOWRY,  a successful  farmer  of  St.  Joseph  township, 
was  born  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  July  31,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  Levi 
and  Mary  A.  (Kline)  Mowry,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  His  grandfather,  Daniel  Mowry,  a native 
of  Pennsylvania,  removed  first  to  Seneca  county,  O.,  and  afterwards 
to  Williams  county  in  1867,  where  he  died  in  1870.  He  was  twice 
married.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  Jacob  Kline,  a native  of  Germany.  Levi  Mowry  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  farm,  receiving  a fair  common  school  education.  After 
coming  to  Ohio  he  first  resided  in  Seneca  county  and  then  removed 
to  Williams  county,  locating  on  a farm  which  he  bought  there. 
He  was  drafted  into  the  Union  army,  .but  escaped  service  by  fur-' 
nishing  a substitute.  Selling  his  farm  he  returned  to  Seneca  county 
and  in  1867  removed  a second  time  to  Williams  cpunty,  locating  on 
a farm  near  Edgerton.  Two  years  later  he  bought  the  farm  in  St. 
Joseph  township,  where  he  now  resides.  In  politics  he  is  identified 
with  the  Repubilcan  party  and  with  his  wife,  who  died  March  17, 
1905,  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Association.  They  have  had 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living.  Jacob  A.  Mowry  grew 
to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  being  eight  years  old  when  he  came 
to  Williams  county,  and  received  a fair  common  school  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  home  county.  For  several  years  lie  resided  in 
DeKalb  county,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. In  1884  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  In  politics 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Association.  On  March  11,  1880,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Catherine  Hunter,  born  in  Williams  county  on  December  8,  i860, 
the  daughter  of  Daniel  I.  and  Elizabeth  (Jennings)  Hunter.  Daniel 
I.  Hunter  is  the  son  of  William  and  Lucy  (Gardner)  Hunter,  the 
former  born  in  1801  and  the  latter  in  Salisbury,  Montgomery  county, 
New  York,  in  1800.  William  Hunter  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  in  1829  removed  to  St.  Joe  county,  Mich.,  where  he  was  wedded 
in  1822,  and  of  his  six  children  four  are  living.  He  died  in  Defi- 
ance county,  aged  thirty-nine  and  one-half  years.  Daniel  J.  Hunter 
was  born  in  Henry  county,  O.,  December  31,  1828.  He  was  reared 
on  a farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  For  some  time  he 
carried  on  horseback  the  United  States  mails  from  Denmark,  O., 
to  Defiance,  O.,  and  Lima,  Ind.,  his  brother,  John  W.,  serving  in 
the  same  capacity  for  nearly  three  years.  Then  he  bought  a farm 
of  forty-six  acres  and  gave  his  attention  to  farming.  In  politics  he  is 
a Republican  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion. In  1854  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Jennings, 
born  in  Carroll  county,  O.,  in  1830,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Catherine  (Rainsburg)  Jennings,  the  former  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
1802  and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania  in  1806.  They  came  to  DeKalb 
county,  Ind.,  in  1843,  where  she  died  in  February,  1881.  Mr.  Jen- 
nings surviving  her  eleven  years,  died  in  Williams  county  on  the 
farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Hunter,  in  1892.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Daniel  J.  Hunter  and  wife. 


' 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


495 


the  latter  of  whom  died  October  6,  1902,  aged  seventy-one  years, 
were  the  parents  of  six  children.  They  are : Peter  J.,  born  January 
5,  1855;  William  J.  (deceased),  born  May  5,  1857;  Sarah  Catherine, 
born  December  8,  i860,  the  wife  of  Jacob  A.  Mowry;  George  W., 
born  December  31,  1862;  Mary  Phoebe,  born  July  28,  1864,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Wellington;  Della  J.,  born  December  28,  1866,  the 
wife  of  George  Richard,  a farmer  of  St.  Joseph  township.  To  Jacob 
A.  Mowry  and  wife  six  children  have  been  born.  They  are : Charles 
Elsworth,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  DeKalb  county,  Ind.,  November 
2,  1881,  and  received  a fair  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in 
the  Tri-State  Normal  at  Angola,  Ind.  He  has  taught  school  for  the 
past  five  years.  Virgil  Loy,  the  second  child,  was  born  May  1,  1884, 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  for  the  past  three  years  has  been 
engaged  in  teaching.  Albert  Aaron  was  born  June  17,  1887,  and  died 
September  27,  1889.  Etta  May  was  born  January  5,  1890,  and 
passed  the  Boxwell  examination  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  Wallace 
Gilbert  was  born  May  4,  1893;  Samuel  Orin,  April  17,  1896. 

FREDERICK  GEORGE  MYERS  has  resided  on  his  fine  little 
farm  property  in  Brady  township  for  more  than  half  a century,  and 
is  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Williams  county,  standing 
representative  of  that  sterling  manhood  which  so  typified  those  who 
assumed  the  burdens  and  strenuous  labors  involved  in  the  reclaim- 
ing of  the  wild  and  heavily  timbered  lands  of  this  section  to  a con- 
dition of  productivity,  manifesting  that  energy  and  enterprise  which 
are  ever  worthy  of  considerate  study  and  practical  emulation.  Mr. 
Myers  has  little  available  data  concerning  his  ancestry,  which  is  of 
stanch  German  extraction,  both  of  his  parents  having  died  when  he 
was  a mere  child.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  on 
the  8th  of  November,  1826,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Christina 
Myers,  the  father  having  been  killed  while  assisting  in  the  building 
of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad.  After  the  death  of  his  parents 
Mr.  Myers  was  brought  to  Ohio,  and  he  was  reared  in  the  home  of 
Dr.  A.  W.  Shipley,  of  Licking  county,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  having  been  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and  period,  whiL 
he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  in  his  youth.  In  1847  he  came 
to  Williams  county  and  located  in  Bradv  township,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  a number  of  years,  being  economical  and  industrious 
and  finally  feeling  justified  in  purchasing  his  present  farm,  in  1852. 
The  place  comprises  forty-two  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  he  cleared 
the  same  of  its  native  timber,  bringing  it  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, while  he  has  made  good  improvements  in  the  erection  of 
substantial  buildings,  etc..,  so  that  he  now  has  one  of  the  valuable 
and  attractive  farms  of  the  county  and  is  enjoying  that  independence 
which  is  the  just  recompense  for  earnest  and  honest  endeavor.  I11 
politics  Mr.  Myers  was  originally  a Whig,  but  he  found  his  abiding 
political  faith  in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  whose  cause 
he  has  supported  from  the  time  of  its  organization  to  the  present. 
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His  course  in  life  has  been  one  marked  by  righteousness  and  thor- 
ough conscientiousness  in  all  its  relations,  and  both  he  and  his  wife, 
who  have  walked  side  by  side  down  the  pathway  of  life  for  more 
than  fifty-five  years,  are  worthy  and  valued  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  November  25,  1849,  Mn  Myers  was  married  to  Miss  Ann 
Eliza  Chambers,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  February  27, 
1828,  being  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Combs)  Chambers,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ireland  and  the  latter  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey.  They  were  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Richland 
county,  O.,  where  the  mother  died  many  years  ago,  while  the  father 
passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  Iowa,  where  he  died  on 
the  29th  of  March,  1885,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety  years,  eight 
months  and  eleven  days.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  have  been  born 
five  children,  concerning  whom  the  following  data  is  consistently 
entered : Edwin  Harrison,  who  married  Cynthia  McLaughlin,  re- 
sides in  Lenawee  county,  Mich. ; William  Randolph,  who  married 
Sarah  Lillian  Brott,  resides  in  Allegan  county,  Mich.;  Mary  Ann 
Christina  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Francis  Smith  and  they  likewise  reside 
in  Allegan  county,  Mich.;  Esther  Minerva  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
Emerson  Benjamin  Eyer,  who  has  charge  of  the  operation  of  Mr. 
Myers’  homestead  farm;  and  Clara  Luella  Eunice  is  the  wife  of 
Wilford  A.  Rozell,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  Mrs.  Myers  died  on  July 
24,  1895,  and  is  buried  in  the  Floral  Grove  cemetery  in  Brady  town- 
ship. 

JAMES  A.  NEIL,  a prominent  builder  and  contractor  of  Mont- 
pelier, is  the  representative  of  an  old  and  highly  respected  family 
that  has  for  more  than  fifty  years  been  prominently  identified  with 
Williams  county,  its  members  having  always  ranked  among  the  fore- 
most and  most  progressive  citizens  of  the  county.  The  Neil  family 
is  of  Irish  origin,  and  was  established  in  this  country  at  a very  early 
date,  by  Joseph  Neil,  the  great-grandfather  of  James  A.  Neil,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  When  he  emigrated  to  America  he  settled 
in  Pennsylvania.  His  son,  John  Neil,  was  born  in  the  Keystone 
State  and  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Lightfoot,  also  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  1828  John  Neil  removed  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Wayne  county. 
Having  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  he  followed  that  occupation  in 
connection  with  farming  the  balance  of  his  natural  life.  His  wife 
having  died  in  1832,  he  married  a second  time  and  died  in  1865. 
To  his  first  marriage  there  were  born  eight  children,  among  whom 
was  Joseph,  the  father  of  James  A.  Neil.  Joseph  Neil  was  born  in 
York  county,  Pa.,  September  8,  1827.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Wayne  county  and  received  his  education  in  the  country 
schools.  While  on  the  farm  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and  when 
eighteen  years  old  he  left  the  parental  roof  to  follow  that  avocation. 
In  1849  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  located  in  Bridgewater 
township  on  land  purchased  by  him,  where  he  followed  carpentering 
and  farming  until  1887,  l^lc  date  his  removal  to  Montpelier.  For 
forty  years  he  was  an  active  minister  of  the  Church  of  God,  giving 
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up  the  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  about  eight  years  ago.  In 
1849  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Bowen,  born  in  Richland 
county,  O.,  on  November  15,  1827,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Sarah  A.  Bowen,  who  died  April  8,  1904.  To  this  marriage  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born : Isaiah  S. ; Harriet  E.,  first  the  wife 

of  Ezekiel  Smith  and  afterwards  married  to  Andrew  Miller  of  Bridge- 
water  township;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Eli  Ault,  who  died  in  Hardin 
county,  O. ; Alice,  now  Mrs.  Warren  Utter,  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship; Joseph  A.,  deceased;  James  A.;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Sherman 
G.,  a minister  of  Montpelier;  Maggie  C.,  and  Robert  Eli,  deceased. 
James  A.  Neil  was  born  in  Madison  township,  Williams  county, 
O.,  on  February  21,  1861.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental 
farm  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  Having  learned  the 
carpenter  trade  while  on  the  farm,  he  followed  that  avocation  for 
some  years.  From  Madison  township  he  removed  with  the  family 
to  Bridgewater  township.  After  his  marriage,  in  1882,  he  worked 
for  two  years  on  his  father’s  farm,  when  he  removed  to  Meade 
county,  Kan.,  where  he  entered  government  land.  In  1888  he  re- 
turned to  Williams  county  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Montpelier, 
where  he  now  resides.  Having  traded  his  Kansas  land  for  the 
Montpelier  opera  house,  he  conducted  that  business  for  about  five 
years,  in  the  meantime  engaging  in  building  and  contracting.  In 
1893  he  formed  a partnership  with  a Mr.  Dargitz,  and  since  that 
time  the  firm  of  Neil  & Dargitz  has  constructed  the  principal  busi- 
ness and  residence  properties  in  Montpelier.  In  addition  to  a farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Florence  township  Mr.  Neil  owns 
three  substantial  houses  in  Montpelier.  He  is  actively  identified 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  being  at  present  Chancellor  Com- 
mander of  the  Montpelier  Lodge.  On  March  12,  1882,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Viola  Reader,  born  in  Jefferson  township  on  De- 
cember 16,  1861,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Reader.  Leslie 
R.,  the  only  child  of  these  parents,  was  born  May  30,  1883,  and  is 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father. 

JOHN  I.  NEWCOMB,  M.  D.,  one  of  the^  leading  representatives 
of  the  medical  profession  in  West  Unity,  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead farm,  near  Shelby,  Richland  county,  O.,  on  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber; 1857,  being  a son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Stock)  Newcomb,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  July  24,  1826, 
and  the  latter  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1829.  John  Newcomb, 
grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  passed  his  entire  life  in  England,  as  did 
also  his  wife,  who  attained  to  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-eight  years. 
John  Stock,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Richland  county,  O.,  where  his  death  occurred.  Robert  Newcomb 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  land,  where  he  secured  a good 
common  school  education  and  where  he  remained  until  1851,  when 
he  came  to  America;  and  in  the  following  year  he  located  in  Rich- 
land county,  O.,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  1868, 
when  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Millcreek 

32 


. 


498 


HISTORY  OF  WILLIAMS  COUNTY 


township,  and  about  half  of  the  place  was  reclaimed  from  the  native 
forest  under  his  direction.  He  is  now  (1905)  living  retired,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  His  wife  died  in  March,  1888,  and  of 
their  four  children  three  are  living.  The  father  is  a stanch  Democrat 
in  his  political  proclivities  and  is  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  as  was  also  his  wife.  Dr.  Newcomb  passed  his  boyhood 
days  on  the  farm,  and  was  about  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the 
family  removal  to  Williams  county,  of  the  advantages  of  whose  pub- 
lic schools  he  fully  availed  himself,  having  been  a member  of  the 
first  class  graduated  in  the  high  school  at  Pioneer.  Having  deter- 
mined to  adopt  the  profession  of  medicine  as  his  vocation,  he  then 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  clelebrated  University  of 
Michigan,  in  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  graduated  as  a member  of 
the  class  of  1888,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from 
this  institution,  whose  diploma  stands  in  evidence  of  the  most 
thorough  technical  training.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Evansport,  Defiance  county,  O.,  where  he  remained  until 
1892,  and  then  located  in  West  Unity,  where  his  success  has  been 
of  unequivocal  order  and  his  support  of  a representative  character. 
He  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and  sincerity,  integrity 
and  self-reliance  have  been  the  steppeing  stones  to  his  marked  suc- 
cess. He  is  the  owner  of  two  good  farms  in  Williams  county,  be- 
sides an  attractive  residence  property  in  his  home  town.  The 
Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Williams  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Northwestern  Ohio  Medical  Society  and  the  Tri-State  Medical 
Society,  and  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  as  is  also  Mrs.  New- 
comb. The  political  faith  of  Dr.  Newcomb  is  that  represented  in 
the  tenets  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  though  he  takes  a loyal 
interest  in  public  affairs,  especially  those  of  a local  order,  he  has 
never  desired  official  preferment.  He  is,  however,  a valued  member 
of  the  board  of  education  of  West  Unity.  September  12,  1881,  Dr. 
Newcomb  wedded  Miss  Minnie  Stevens,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Fulton  county,  being  a daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Hannah  (Mas- 
ters) Stevens,  of  Wauseon.  Of  their  seven  cihldren  four  are  living: 
Leland  Guy,  Raynor  Rowe,  Paul  Barkley,  and  Charles  Robert. 
Clyde  W.,  the  first  born,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  and  eight 
months;  Ethel  Marie  and  Mary  died  in  infancy. 

JOHN  NIEDERAUR,  a noted  citizen  of  Bryan,  O.,  was  one  of 
Williams  county’s  substantial  business  men,  who  spent  the  best 
part  of  his  life  in  furthering  every  means  at  his  command  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  B^yan  and  Williams  county.  He  came  of 
stanch  German  ancestry  and  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  May 
28,  ’1833.  He  was  one  of  five  children  born  to  John  D.  and  Barbara 
(Young)  Niederaur.  In  1851  he  landed  in  New  York  City  and 
for  a time  worked  at  the  trade  of  cabinet  making.  He  soon  decided 
to  go  West  and  we  next  find  him  employed  at  Mansfield,  O.,  then 
at  Tiffin,  where  his  parents  and  the  rest  of  the  family  joined  him 
from  the  “Father  Land.”  In  the  spring  of  1855  be  and  a brother 
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came  to  Williams  county  and  located  at  Bryan,  to  which  place  the 
remainder  of  the  family  soon  moved.  Here  John  D.  Niederaur,  his 
father,  died  in  1879,  a&ed  seventy-five  years,  his  wife  having  died 
nine  years  before  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Their  children 
were:  John,  Philip,  Charles,  Jacob  and  Barbara.  Upon  locating 

in  Bryan  the  sons  all  engaged  in  cabinet  making,  but  soon  after 
John  branched  off  and  took  up  carpentering,  which  he  successfully 
followed  for  some  years.  In  1866  he  and  his  brother,  Philip,  em- 
barked in  the  planing  mill  business,  equipping  their  plant  with 
modern  machinery  throughout,  and  from  the  start  the  enterprise 
proved  very  successful.  From  the  spring  of  1855  to  the  day  of  his 
death  in  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  Toledo,  O.,  September  1,  1905,  he 
was  closely  identified  with  the  development  of  Bryan  and  vicinity. 
No  man  in  his  day  was  more  sincere  and  honest  than  John  Nieder- 
aur. He  was  ever  ready  to  assist  those  in  distress  and  to  lend  a 
hand  in  any  enterprise  that  would  aid  Bryan.  While  he  never 
united  with  any  religious  denomination,  still  he  always  freely  gave 
to  the  various  church  organizations  when  solicited.  After  years  of 
perseverance  and  industry  in  Bryan,  and  when  it  seemed  that  he 
had  many  more  years  of  usefulness  before  him,  he  was  suddenly 
stricken  with  the  disease  that  ended  his  long  and  useful  career. 
The  most  skilled  physicians  were  consulted,  but  the  seal  of  death 
was  present  in  every  diagnosis  of  his  case.  His  ailment  was  sud- 
den and  of  such  a malignant  type  that  within  two  months  from  the 
first  symptom  he  passed  away.  He  was  not  only  actively  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  Bryan,  but  took  time  to  serve  the 
community  in  various  capacities.  He  served  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  of  Bryan  four  years  and  was  a member  of  Bryan  Lodge 
No.  215,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Bryan,  and  was  regarded  by  his  brethren 
as  a zealous  worker  in  the  order.  He  united  with  the  lodge  Jan- 
uary 20,  1870,  passed  April  20,  1870,  and  was  raised  July  n,  1870. 
He  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  of  his'  lodge  members  and  was  ever 
ready  to  lend  assistance  to  the  sick  and  afflicted.  He  was  also  con- 
nected with  the  Building  and  Loan  association  from  its  organization, 
being  its  president  up  to  1900,  and  on  the  board  up  to  his  death. 
He  was  also  president  of  the  Union  Trust  and  Savings  Bank  up  to 
his  death.  When  a man  of  the  type  of  John  Niederaur  passes  away 
it  is  certainly  a great  loss  to  the  community,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  those  who  may  read  these  lines  may  find  in  this  noble  man’s 
life  much  to  emulate.  In  1854  John  Niederaur  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Guffney,  of  Tiffin,  O.  To  this  union  one  child,  Flora  A., 
was  born,  February  20,  1855,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Wagner,  cashier  of  The  Union  Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  of  Bryan, 
who  was  born  at  Massillon,  Stark  county,  O.,  June  6,  1857.  His 
parents  were  Mathias  and  Magdalena  (Millamann)  Wagner,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  having  been  born  in 
Baden  and  the  mother  in  Alsace.  They  were  married  at  Massillon, 
where  Mathias  Wagner  was  engaged  for  many  years  at  black- 
smithing  and  horse-shoeing.  He  still  resides  in  Massillon,  although 
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retired  from  active  business.  Charles  Wagner  was  reared  in  Mas- 
sillon, where  he  received  his  public  school  education.  His  first 
work  was  as  a clerk  in  a grocery  store,  followed  by;  his  appointment 
as  a manager  of  a similar  establishment.  Later  he  learned  black- 
stnithing,  which  occupation  he  successfully  followed  for  some  years 
in  Massillon.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he  came  to  Bryan  and  formed 
a partnership  with  William  Aungst  in  the  horse-shoeing  and  gen- 
eral repairing  business,  which  he  conducted  for  about  two  years. 
Next  he  became  foreman  in  the  sash  and  door  department  of  the 
Niederaur  & Brother  planing  mill.  In  1898  he  was  elected  secretary 
of  the  Bryan  Building  and  Loan  Association  and  filled  that  position 
for  about  two  and  a half  years,  when  he  resigned  and  resumed  his 
old  position  in  the  planing  mill.  On  January  1,  1903,  he  was  elected 
cashier  of  the  Union  Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  which  position  he  is 
at  present  filling.  On  October  27,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Flora  A.  Niederaur,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Guffney) 
Niederaur.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  have  no  children.  Mr.  Wagner 
is  a member  of  Bryan  Lodge  No.  221,  K.  of  P.,  and  has  filled  the 
office  of  treasurer  in  that  lodge  since  becoming  a member.  He  was 
a member  of  and  connected  with  the  Bryan  city  band  for  a period 
of  twenty  years. 

DANIEL  P.  NIHART,  a successful  and  highly  respected  farmer 
of  Melbern,  was  born  in  Center  township,  January  8,  1840.  He  is 
the  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna  May  (Frock)  Nihart,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  former  was  born  in  1795,  and  the  latter  in 
1807.  His  grandparents  were  Conrad  and  Elizabeth  (Kreiger) 
Nihart,  the  former  a native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 'Conrad  Nihart  when  a boy  emigrated  to  America  with  his 
parents  and  located  first  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  reared, 
educated  and  married.  Then  in  1840  they  removed  to  Holmes 
county,  O.,  where  he  died.  After  his  death  his  widow  removed  to 
Williams  county.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  Michael  Frock, 
a native  of  Pennsylvania.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Co- 
shocton county,  O.,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  Jacob  Nihart 
came  to  Williams  county  in  1837  and  bought  the  farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides.  At  one  time 
he  was  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of  fine  land.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
when  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  latter.  With  his  wife  he  was  a 
member  of  the  English  Lutheran  church.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  He  died  in  1870,  aged 
seventy-five  years,  and  his  widow  in  1894,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 
Daniel  P.  Nihart  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  It  has  fallen  to  his  lot  to  clear  many 
acres  of  land,  and  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  dealt  extensively 
in  live  stock,  shipping  his  purchases  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
During  the. past  eight  years  he  has  given  his  time  and  attention 
almost  exclusively  to  his  shipping  interests,  in  which  he  has  a 
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partner,  John  A.  Brown.  He  owns  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
of  land  in  Center  township  and  four  acres  in  Melbern,  cut  out  of  the 
eighty  acres  in  the  old  homestead.  The  eastern  part  of  Melbern 
has  been  built  on  this  land.  Other  tracts  of  land  formerly  owned 
by  him  he  sold.  In  politics  he  is.  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  having  served  as  land  appraiser  in  his  township.  In  1869 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Alice  Gabriel,  a native  of  Wayne  county 
and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Brenizer)  Gabriel,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Wayne  county  in  an  early  day  and 
then  to  Williams  county  in  1863,  where  the  father  died  in  1889  Plis 
widow  is  now  a resident  of  Edgerton.  To  Daniel  P.  Nihart  and 
wife  two  children  were  born.  Orrin  H.  Nihart,  M.  D.,  the  elder,  is 
the  subject  of  the  succeeding  review  where  proper  mention  is  made 
of  his  successful  career.  Charles  A.,  born  in  April,  1872,  was  edu- 
cated at  Wauseon,  O.,  and  Valparaiso,  Ind.  He  is  a manufacturer 
of  shingles  in  the  state  of  Washington,  where  he  married  Miss 
Gussie  Milnee.  Mrs.  Nihart,  mother  of  Orrin  H.  and  Charles  A., 
having  died  in  1884,  Daniel  P.  Nihart,  in  1886,  married  Miss  Alice 
Bell,  a native  of  Holmes  county  and  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  (Shipley)  Bell,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  latter  of  Ohio.  William  Bell  was  a Democrat  and  with  his 
wife  a member  of  the  English  Lutheran  church.  They  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mr.  Bell  died 
in  Wayne  county  in  1884  and  his  widow  the  following  year. 

ORRIN  HOWARD  NIHART,  M.  D.,  a prominent  and  highly 
successful  physician  of  Edon,  was  born  in  Center  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  O.,  on  October  17,  1871.  He  is  the  son  of  Daniel  P. 
Nihart,  mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the  preceding  sketch.  Dr. 
O.  PL  Nihart  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  township  and  the  Wauseon 
Normal.  For  the  next  three  years  he  followed  the  honorable 
avocation  of  teaching.  He  then  entered  the  Tri-State  Normal  at 
Angola,  Ind.,  and,  in  1895,  graduated  in  the  scientific  and  classical 
course  of  the  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  Normal.  After,  completing  his 
literary  education  he  spent  two  years  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  Western  Reserve  University  at  Cleveland,  and  on  April  16, 
1898,  graduated  from  the  Starling  Medical  college  at  Columbus. 
Three  days  after  graduating  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
,Edon,  O.,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice. 
In  politics  the  doctor  is  an  enthusiastic  Republican.  In  1898  he 
was  elected  coroner  of  Williams  county,  and  in  1901,  to  the  state 
legislature  as  the  representative  of  Williams  county.  Two  years 
later  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office.  Doctor  Nihart  is  a mem- 
ber of  Edon  Lodge,  No.  474,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Edon 
Lodge,  No.  644,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Northwest  Lodge,  No.  722, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  On  April  11,  1898,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Lulu  I.  Ewan,  born  in  Center  township,  December 
6,  1871,  the  daughter  of  A.  H.  and  Eliza  (Stahl)  Ewan,  both  natives 
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of  Williams  county.  A.  H.  Ewan  is  a son  of  Isaac  Ewan,  a son  of 
David  and  Edith  (Townsend)  Ewan,  who  came  to  Williams  county 
from  Carroll  county,  O.,  on  October  24,  1842,  where  both  lived 
and  died,  being  buried  at  Lick  Creek,  this  county.  Isaac  Ewan 
was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  followed  farming  continuously, 
excepting  the  five  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  at 
Butler.  In  politics  he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party 
and  in  religious  matters  with  the  Christian  church.  He  died  at 
Bryan  in  1900.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  was  born  in  Portage 
county,  O.,  on  June  6,  1824,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Walter  and 
Hannah  (Calvin)  Gilbert,  the  latter  a native  of  Connecticut.  They 
came  to  Williams  county  in  1842  and  settled  in  Center  township, 
but  spent  their  last  days  in  Michigan.  A.  H.  Ewan  was  born  in 
Center  township  in  1850  and  educated  in  the  high  schools  of 
Williams  Center  and  Edgerton.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  a Republican  in  politics.  His  wife,  born  in  Williams  county 
in  1852  and  educated  in  the  public  schools,  was  the  daughter  of 
Simon  Peter  and  Catherine  (Hoyer)  Stahl,  both  natives  of  Wayne 
county,  Pa.,  who  came  to  Williams  county  about  1842,  where  both 
died.  The  wife  of  A.  H.  Ewan  died  in  1880.  To  them  two  children 
were  born,  as  follows:  O.  E.  Ewan,  superintendent  of  the  Edon 

High  School,  and  Mrs.  O.  H.  Nihart.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Nihart  was  a teacher  in  pioneer  days,  teaching  for 
a salary  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a week.  To  Dr.  Nihart  and 
wife  one  daughter  has  been  born,  Alitza,  born  August  21,  1903. 

WILLIAM  A.  NIHART,  a prominent  farmer  of  Center  town- 
ship, was  born  at  Edgerton,  August  11,  1862,  and  is  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  county.  His  grandparents, 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Frock)  Nihart,  were  natives  of  Holmes  county, 
O.,  but  in  1840  removed  to  Williams,  settling  in  Center  township, 
where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  John  Nihart,  the 
father  of  William  A.,  was  born  in  Holmes  county,  came  with  his 
parents  to  Williams,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss 
Martha  Karnes.  To  this  union  were  born  the  following  children: 
William  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jessie  B.,  wife  of  Josiah  H. 
Childers,  now  residing  in  Indian  Territory;  Mary  A.,  now  Mrs. 
William  Holden,  living  in  Indiana;  Theodore  F.,  now  a resident 
of  the  state  of  Missouri ; George  H.,  residing  in  Edgerton ; Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Ernest  Wines,  residing  near  Waterloo,  Ind. ; Emma  V., 
living  with  the  subject;  John  H.,  now  living  in  Center  township, 
and  Walter  K.,  attending  medical  college  in  Detroit.  John  Nihart 
was  a prominent  figure  in  the  affairs  of  Williams  county  in  his 
day  and  was  for  a number  of  years  a justice  of  the  peace.  He  died 
in  1901,  his  wife  having  passed  to  her  eternal  rest  in  1882.  William 
A.  Nihart  was  reared  on  the  farm,  received  a good  common  school 
education  and  adopted  agriculture  as  a pursuit.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  may  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  he  now  holds  the  office  of 
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township  trustee.  He  is  a member  of  St.  Joseph  Lodge,  No.  608, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  other  ways  is  identified 
with  the  progress  of  the  community.  On  December  22,  1887,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hannah,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Sarah  Suffel,  old  and  honored  residents  of  St.  Joseph  township, 
where  Mrs.  Nihart  was  born  and  reared.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nihart  have 
had  two  children  born  to  them,  both  now  deceased.  Emma  M.  died 
when  three  days  old  and  John  W.  lived  to  the  age  of  one  year  and 
nineteen  days. 

HIRAM  B.  OBERLIN  has  the  distinction  of  being  another  of 
the  sterling  citizens  who  have  assisted  in  the  development  of  the 
agricultural  resources  of  Williams  county,  and  he  is  the  owner  of 
a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Jefferson  township.  Mr.  Oberlin 
was  born  in  Holmes  county,  O.,  on  the  7th  of  October,  1843,  and  is 
a son  of  Jacob  and  Rosanna  (Lotzbaugh)  Oberlin,  the  former  a 
native  of  Stark  county,  O.,  and  the  latter  of  Franklin  county,  Pa. 
The  Oberlin  family  was  founded  in  Stark  county  in  the  early 
pioneer  era,  and  there  Jacob  Oberlin  was  reared  to  maturity  and 
married,  while  he  removed  thence  to  Holmes  county  about  the 
year  1838,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land,  of  which  a portion  had 
been  cleared,  and  there  continued  his  residence  until  1854,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  holdings  and  came  to  Williams  county,  settling  in 
Section  25,  Jefferson  township,  where  he  secured  a quarter  section 
of  land,  upon  which  a small  clearing  had  been  made  and  a log 
cabin  and  barn  had  been  erected.  He  continued  the  development 
and  improvement  of  this  homestead,  on  which  he  and  his  wife 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  both  having  been  consistent 
members  of  the  Reformed  church  and  having  richly  merited  the  high 
esteem  in  which  they  were  held.  Of  their  sevev  children  four  are 
deceased — Amanda,  Maria,  Mary  and  Alice — whl'c  thos^  surviving 
are:  Hiram  B.,  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated;  Orlando,  a pros- 
perous farmer  of  Jefferson  township;  and  Milton,  likewise  a suc- 
cessful farmer  of  the  same  township.  In  the  log  school  house  of 
the  pioneer  days  Hiram  B.  Oberlin  secured  his  early  educational 
training,  attending  school  during  the  brief  winter  terms  and  assist- 
ing in  the  arduous  worl  of  the  home  farm  during  the  remaining 
months  of  the  year.  He  remained  at  the  parental  home  until  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  thereafter  farmed  for  two 
years  on  rested  la  id.  The  insistent  urge  of  patriotism  prompted 
him  to  tendo:  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union  when  its  integ- 
rity was  placed  in  jeopardy  through  armed  rebellion,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, 1864,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  proceeded 
to  Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  he  thereafter  assisted  in  the  construction 
of  nine  different  forts  on  the  Cumberland  river,  remaining  in  service 
eleven  months  and  then  receiving  his  honorable  discharge.  He 
participated  in  no  important  engagements,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  work  to  which  he  was  assigned.  In  1864  Mr.  Oberlin  purchased 
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forty  acres  of  his  present  attractive  homestead  farm,  the  land  at 
that  time  being  covered  with  the  native  timber  and  no  improve- 
ments having  been  made.  With  the  passing  of  the  years  he  has 
reclaimed  this  tract  to  cultivation,  has  erected  good  buildings  and 
has  purchased  and  improved  adjoining  land,  now  having  one  hun- 
dred acres,  while  his  success  has  been  such  that  he  has  been  able 
to  materially  assist  his  two  sons  in  starting  their  independent 
careers  as  farmers.  He  has  devoted  his  attention  to  diversified  agri- 
culture and  to  the  raising  of  an  excellent  grade  of  live  stock,  and 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  county.  In  politics  he  is  stanchly  aligned  as  a sup- 
porter of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Brady  township, 
while  Mrs.  Oberlin  is  a member  of  the  Reformed  church,  in.  which 
faith  she  was  reared.  October  9,  1864,  Mr.  Oberlin' was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Malissa  Snear,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Rich- 
land county,  O.,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Ann  Snear,  who 
came  to  Williams  county  in  1864  and  settled  in  Pulaski  township, 
where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Snear  having 
been  a representative  farmer  of  the  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oberlin 
have  two  sons,  Sylvester  C.  and  Festus  A.,  both  of  whom  are  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Jefferson  township. 

ROBERT  OGLE,  who  resides  upon  and  owns  the  old  homestead 
farm  on  which  he  was  born,  in  Superior  township,  is  a scion  of  one 
of  the  well  known  and  honored  pioneer  families  of  Williams  county, 
with  whose  history  the  name  has  been  identified  for  nearly  seventy 
years,  and  the  original  settlement  was  made  in  the  State  by  his 
paternal  grandparents,  less  than  a decade  and  a half  after  the  ad- 
mission of  Ohio  to  the  Union.  The  family  is  of  English  extraction, 
and  Robert  Ogle,  the  grandfather,  came  from  England  to  America 
and  first  located  in  Pennsylvania,  where  his  principal  vocation  was 
that'  of  millwright,  though  he  had  marked  facility  in  various  other 
lines  of  mechanical  work.  He  came  with  his  family  to  Ohio  in  an 
early  day  and  located  in  Carroll  county,  being  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  that  section,  and  there  he  remained  until  1836,  when  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Williams  county.  In  the  following  year  he  leased  a 
tract  of  land  in  Superior  township  and  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  with  which  he  continued  to  be  identified  until  his  death, 
having  accumulated  a good  property  before  his  demise,  which  event 
occurred  in  April,  1852,  at  which  time  he  was  an  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  county  commissioner.  He  was  a man  of  forceful  and  ster- 
ling individuality  and  wielded  no  little  influence  in  local  affairs. 
He  was  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  many 
years  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  his  wife 
also  was  a devoted  member,  her  maiden  name  having  been  Julia 
Ann  Burns.  Thomas  Ogle,  father  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  O.,  in  1818,  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
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Williams  county,  as  noted.  He  devoted  his  life  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  was  a man  of  fine  attributes  of  character,  commanding 
the  unqualified  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He 
died  in  November,  1852,  in  the  very  prime  of  his  manhood,  and 
his  widow  still  survives  him,  in  her  eighty-first  year.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  proclivities  and  his  religious  faith  was 
that  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  married  Miss  Jerusha  Clark, 
daughter  of  Horatio  and  Eliza  (Bailey)  Clark,  of  Huron  county,  O., 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Julia  Ann,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Robert,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  review;  Eliza,  who  is 
deceased,  and  Mary  Ann,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Lyons,  of 
Bucyrus,  O.  The  venerable  mother  now  resides  at  Bucyrus,  O. 
Robert  Ogler  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated,  was  born  on  his 
present  homestead,  in  Section  31,  Superior  township,  on  the  22nd 
of  July,  1846,  and  after  duly  availing  himself  of  the  advantages 
afforded  in  the  district  schools  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  high 
school  at  Bryan.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  abandoned  his 
school  work  to  go  forth  in  defense  of  the  Union,  whose  integrity 
was  in  jeopardy  through  armed  rebellion.  August  13,  1863,  he 
enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  E,  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
in  which  he  was  later  promoted  to  the  office  of  sergeant,  and  with 
which  he  saw  active  service,  participating  in  a number  of  spirited 
engagements,  the  most  prominent  of  which  are  here  noted,  with 
respective  dates:  Florence,  Ala.,  April  13,  1864;  Center  Star,  May 
16,  1864;  Rosseau’s  raid  in  Alabama,  July  11-22;  East  Point,  Ga., 
August  30;  Waynesboro,  Ga.,  December  4;  near  Savannah,  Ga., 
February  2,  1865;  Aiken,  S.  C.,  February  11;  Waynesboro,  February 
22;  Monroe’s  Crossroads,  N.  C.,  March  10,  Averysboro,  March  16; 
and  Raleigh,  April  13,  1865.  He  had  charge  of  the  advance  guard 
in  the  last  skirmish  between  the  armies  of  Sherman  and  Johnston 
near  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C.  He  was  mustered  out  with  his  company  on 
the  20th  of  July,  1865,  and  duly  received  his  honorable  discharge, 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Williams  county,  where  he 
has  ever  since  been  actively  identified  with  farming  and  stock- 
growing.  His  fine  landed  estate  comprises  three  hundred  acres,  is 
maintained  under  a high  state  of  productivity  and  it  has  excellent 
improvements  of  a permanent  order,  including  an  attractive  resi- 
dence. In  political  matters  Mr.  Ogle  is  a stalwart  Republican, 
taking  an  active  concern  in  party  affairs  and  being  one  of  the  party 
leaders  in  his  township.  He  has  served  in  the  offices  of  township 
trustee  and  school  director,  and  in  1888-9  was  the  representative  of 
his  county  in  the  Sixty-eighth  general  assembly  of  the  legislature  of 
the  State,  where  he  made  an  excellent  record.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at 
Eagle  Creek,  and  he  is  a member  of  its  board  of  trustees.  May  19. 
1868,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ogle  to  Miss  Margaret 
Hoverstock,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Hoverstock,  of  Superior 
township.  Following  is  a brief  record  concerning  the  five  children 
of  this  union:  George,  who  is  a farmer  of  Superior  township,  mar- 
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ried  Miss  Louise  Bailey,  and  they  have  one  son,  Robert;  Alma  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Pressler,  of  Fairbury,  Illinois,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Ruth,  Leland,  Beatrice  and  Harold;  Blanche  is  the  wife 
of  Orville  Grose,  of  Superior  township,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Kermit;  Ray  is  deceased,  and  Herbert  is  attending1  school  in  An- 
gola, Ind. 

WILLIAM'  HENRY  PALMER,  a prominent  manufacturer  of 
Edon,  is  a native  of  Florence  township,  having  been  born  two  miles 
west  of  Edon  on  March  27,  1852.  He  is  the  son  of  Cyrenous  and 
Elizabeth  (Richey)  Palmer,  the  former  a native  of  New  York  and 
the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Cyrenous  Palmer  came  to  Williams 
county  in  the  forties,  where  he  purchased  and  cleared  a farm  of 
eighty  acres.  In  addition  to  this  farm  he  owned  one  in  Steuben 
county,  Ind.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat  and  with  his  wife  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church.  Before  removing  to  Ohio  he  mar- 
ried in  his  native  State  and  by  that  marriage  became  the  father  of 
five  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living.  His  first  wife 
having  died  he  married  a second  time  and  reared  a family  of  three 
children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  still  living. 
He  died  in  1864,  aged  sixty-four  years,  and  his  widow  survived  him 
thirty-five  years,  dying  in  Kansas  in  1899,  aged  seventy-five  years. 
William  Henry  Palmer  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  and  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Florence  township.  He  worked  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  learned  the 
carpenter  trade  and  followed  the  occupation  of  contractor  and 
builder  until  1899,  when  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  church 
furniture,  kitchen  cupboards,  cabinets  and  wardrobes,  under  the 
name  of  Edon  Furniture  Manufacturing  Company,  an  enterprise 
that  has  been  remarkably  successful  from  the  very  beginning.  In 
1904  the  company  purchased  a saw-mill  and  is  now  prepared  to 
saw  its  own  lumber.  In  politics  Mr.  Palmer  is  a Republican.  He 
takes  a deep  interest  in  any  and  every  enterprise  that  concerns  the 
welfare  of  his  own  town  and  for  some  years  served  on  the  town 
council.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Edon  Lodge,  No.  644,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  with  his  family  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  On  September  18,  1873,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Anna  Jenette  Stewart,  born  in  Elmore,  O.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  Stewart,  who  died  near  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  Two  sons  were 
born  to  this  marriage.  Ellis  L.,  the  elder,  was  born  July  20,  1878, 
and  was  educated  in  the  Edon  high  school.  For  four  years  he  was 
railroad  station  agent  and  telegraph  operator  at  Edon,  then  he 
taught  in  the  county  schools  for  two  years,  and  followed  that  by 
working  for  one  year  as  agent  of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Com- 
pany, of  New  York.  Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  restau- 
rant business  at  Edon.  His  wife  was  Miss  Alice  Paul,  a daughter 
of  James  Paul,  of  Bryan.  Leslie  E.,  the  younger,  was  born  on 
March  24,  1880,  and  was  educated  in  the  Edon  high  school,  the 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  Normal  University  and  the  Davis  Business  Col- 
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lege,  of  Toledo,  O.  After  serving  as  principal  of  the  Edon  high 
school  for  four  years  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Wabash-Port- 
land  Cement  Company,  of  Stroh,  Ind.,  as  bookkeeper.  His  wife 
was  Miss  Sallie  Hines,  the  daughter  of  C.  L.  and  Lamissa  Hines,  of 
Florence  township. 

ALFRED  ROYDEN  PARKER,  a farmer  and  teacher  of  North- 
west township,  is  a native  of  Bridgewater  township,  where  he  was 
born  on  February  15,  1875.  His  great-grandparents,  Joseph  Seeley 
and  Julia  (Phillips)  Parker,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  were 
early  settlers  of  Ashland  county,  O.,  where  both  ended  their  days. 
Samuel  and  Eleanor  (Bailey)  Parker,  the  grandparents  of  Alfred 
R.  Parker,  were  both  natives  of  Ashland  county,  where  they  spent 
their  days.  His  maternal  grandparents,  David  and  Lydia  (Yerda) 
Bloom,  both  natives  of  Northumberland  county,  Pa.,  removed  to 
Williams  county,  O.,  in  1855.  He  died  during  the  Civil  war  and 
his  widow  is  now  a resident  of  Bridgewater  township.  Laban  and 
Rebecca  (Bloom)  Parker,  the  parents  of  Alfred  R.  (the  former  born 
in  Ashland  county,  O.,  on  February  2,  1852,  and  the  latter  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1854),  came  to  Williams  county  in  i860,  and  located  on 
a farm  of  forty  acres  in  Northwest  township  in  1885,  where  both 
still  reside.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  town- 
ship trustee  two  terms.  In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife  are 
affiliated  with  the  United  Brethren- church.  To  this  union,  which 
was  solemnized  in  1873,  there  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Alfred  R.,  Seeley  C.,  Mary,  Elton,  Orpha,  Edna  and  Lulu. 
Seeley  C.  served  as  a private  and  sergeant  in  the  Spanish-American 
war.  Alfred  R.  Parker  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
home  county  and  the  Tri-State  Normal  at  Angola,  Ind.  In  addition 
to  farming  he  is  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  teaching.  In 
politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party  and  he  is  now 
serving  as  township  clerk.  In  the  work  of  the  Grange  he  takes  an 
active  part.  He  and  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  November 
8,  1899,  are  devoted  members  of  the  Eagle  Creek  Presbyterian 
church.  Mrs.  Parker,  whose  name  in  maidenhood  was  Miss  Lola 
B.  Ricketts,  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  P.  and  Rebecca  (Heiserman) 
Ricketts,  of  Northwest  township,  the  former  born  in  Seneca  county, 
O.,  on  August  18,  1847.  Here  he  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  acres.  Her  grandparents  were  Thomas  W.  and  Mary  E. 
(Kime)  Ricketts,  the  former  a native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of 
Virginia.  William  Ricketts,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Parker, 
removed  from  Fairfield  county,  O.,  to  Seneca  county  and  died  there 
in  1870,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Samuel  F.  Ricketts  was  Samuel  Kime,  a native  of  Virginia,  who 
came  to  Ohio  in  1824,  locating  in  Seneca  county.  Here  he  and  his 
wife  ended  their  days.  To  the  marriage  of  Alfred  R.  Parker  and 
wife  no  children  have  been  born. 
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JUDGE  PAYNE  CALVIN  PARKER,  deceased,  a pioneer  of 
Williams  county,  was  born  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1793.  He  was  the  son  of  Calvin  and  Eliza  (Payne)  Parker. 
The' Parker  family  came  to  America  in  1794,  when  Judge  Parker 
was  in  his  first  year,  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  his  parents 
remained  the  balance  of  their  days.  In  1811  the  Judge  came  west 
to  what  is  now  Northwestern  Ohio,  and  located  on  eighty  acres  of 
land  near  Napoleon,  which  he  proceeded  at  once  to  clear  and  culti- 
vate. During  this  time  he  also  practiced  medicine  and  taught 
school.  After  a time  he  sold  his  land  at  Napoleon  and  removed 
to  Defiance,  where  he  practiced  medicine  and  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  partnership  with  Colonel  Hunt,  a pioneer  mer- 
chant of  Toledo.  In  1836  Judge  Parker  removed  to  what  after- 
wards became  the  town  of  Denmark,  in  Williams  county,  which 
town  he  and  Colonel  Hunt  laid  out.  Here  he  engaged  in  trading 
with  the  Indians,  and  as  the  country  was  settled  up,  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  Later  he  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  farming,  which 
occupation  he  continued  on  his  fine  homestead  near  Edgerton  the 
balance  of  his  life.  Judge  Parker  was  very  successful  in  business 
and  used  his  large  means  freely  in  helping  those  in  distress.  When- 
ever there  was  a failure  of  crops  he  would  send  off  for  supplies, 
purchasing  them  with  his  own  money,  and  distribute  them  among 
the  needy.  Many  a bushel  of  corn  and  barrel  of  pork  was  distribu- 
ted among  the  needy  in  and  about  the  town  of  Denmark.  He  was 
at  one  and  the  same  time  preacher,  elder,  judge,  physician,  mer- 
chant and  supervisor.  The  first  school  of  that  section  was  taught  in 
his  own  home,  and  in  time  of  much  sickness  his  home  became  a 
hospital  for  the  treatment  of  those  who  could  not  be  properly 
treated  elsewhere.  While  living  at  Defiance  he  was  one  of  the  three 
associate  judges  of  the  Williams  county  common  pleas  court,  and 
he  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  after  Defiance  was  cut  off. 
Soon  after  coming  west  Judge  Parker  was  married  at  Waterville 
on  the  Maumee  river,  to  Jane  Hunter,  a native  of  Painted  Post, 
now  Bath,  N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Mary  (Mulholland) 
Hunter,  natives  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  where  they  were  married.  Jane 
Plunter,  the  wife  of  Judge  Parker,  was  a noble  woman  and  an 
angel  of  mercy  in  those  pioneer  days  when  neighborly  assistance 
counted  for  so  much.  She  was  a devoted  helpmate  and  took  charge 
of  all  of  Judge  Parker’s  business  in  his  absence.  After  completing 
her  own  housework,  many  is  the  time  when  she  would  spend  the 
remainder  of  the  day  in  cooking  delicacies  and  distributing  them 
among  the  sick  and  distressed.  The  weekly  religious  services  were 
usually  held  at  Judge  Parker’s,  and  on  such  occasions  Mrs.  Parker 
always  prepared  a surprise  in  the  shape  of  a sumptuous  meal,  never 
to  be  forgotten  by.  those  in  attendance.  No  one  ever  went  from 
her  door  hungry,  and  the  greatest  pleasure  of  her  life  was  in  assist- 
ing those  in  distress.  She  was  a devout  Presbyterian  and  in  those 
days  began  on  Friday  to  cook  and  prepare  everything  so  that  there 
would  be  no  work  on  Sunday,  not  even  so  much  as  the  grinding  of 
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coffee.  The  Sabbath  was  regarded  as  a sacred  day  of  rest  and  wor- 
ship at  the  home  of  Judge  Parker,  and  its  observance  was  so  strict 
that  it  has  been  said  in  jest,  that  Judge  Parker  wouldn’t  let  his  bees 
work  on  Sunday.  An  incident  in  the  life  of  Judge  Parker  is  the 
sojourn  of  Elijah  Stoddard,  a Presbyterian  minister  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
who  came  with  his  family  to  preach  the  gospel  in  the  wilderness. 
He  was  accompanied  not  only  by  his  family,  but  also  by  his  broth- 
ers and  their  families.  They  all  entered  land  in  St.  Joseph  town- 
ship. About  one  year  after  he  came  Rev.  Stoddard  took  sick  and 
died.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  children  of  Judge  Parker 
and  wife:  Cyrus  and  Robinson,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 

Mary,  who  died  single  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years ; Eliza,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Harriet  H.,  now  Mrs.  Long,  of 
Bryan ; Foreman  E.  and  Aurelia  A.,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  the  latter  who  married  Dr.  J.  F. 
Stough  and  died  in  1865;  John  P.,  Lucy  J.,  Sophia  M.  and  Ellen  A., 
all  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Harriet  H.  (Parker)  Long  was 
born  on  her  father’s  farm  on  the  Maumee  river  n ar  Napoleon, 
October  15,  1828.  She  received  a good  education  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  her  home  county  and  also  attended  a seminary  in 
La  Grange  county,  Ind.  On  September  4,  1856,  she  was  married  to 
the  late  Doctor  George  E.  Long',  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and 
citizens  of  Williams  county.  To  this  marriage  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  Mary  J.,  who  was  born  July  2,  1861,  and  died 

July  3,  1861;  Parker,  born  October  11,  1864,  a graduate  of  Davis 
Business  College  of  Toledo,  who  followed  the  avocation  of  book- 
keeping until  his  death  on  November  30,  1902.  John  P.,  the  third 
and  only  remaining  child,  born  January  1,  1866,  was  educated  in 
the  Bryan  city  schools  and  in  Earlham  College,  Richmond,  Ind., 
and  embarked  in  the  drug  business  in  Bryan  in  1894,  the  style  of 
the  firm  being  White  & Long.  Since  the  death  of  the  senior  part- 
ner in  1895,  Mr.  Long  has  been  sole  proprietor  of  the  Long  Drug 
Company,  which  drug  business  has  been  in  the  Long  family  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  On  July  17,  1905,  Mr.  Long  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna,  the  daughter  of  the  late  A.  J.  Tressler,  a well-known 
banker  of  Bryan. 

ELWIN  CADWELL  PECK,  a lawyer  of  fine  ability,  until  re- 
cently was  engaged  in  practice  in  the  city  of  Bryan,  where  he  held 
high  rank  at  the  bar  of  his  native  county  and  State.  He  was  born 
in  Northwest  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  on  the  16th  of  March, 
1864,  and  is  a son  of  Chauncey  S.  and  Mary  (Smith)  Peck,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  July  10,  1826,  while  the 
latter  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  October  13.  1829.  Chauncey  San- 
ford Peck  was  a son  of  Sanford  and  Harriet  (Curtis)  Peck,  who  were 
natives  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  which  locality  the  original  ancestors 
took  up  their  abode  prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  having  immi- 
grated from  England,  and  for  several  generations  the  family  was 
identified  principally  with  agricultural  pursuits.  The  Smith  family 
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with  which  Mr.  Peck  is  identified  in  the  maternal  line,  is  likewise  of 
English  extraction  and  was  founded  in  America  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tion, locating  first  in  Connecticut,  whence  representatives  later  removed 
to  Vermont.  Champlin  Smith  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1800,  being  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Peck,  and  his  father  sacrificed  his  life  in 
the  war  of  1812.  Champlin  Smith  removed  from  Vermont  to  Hartford, 
Conn.,  where  he  married  Emily  Wells,  and  about  1836  they  came  to 
Ohio  and  settled  in  Lorain  county,  near  Elyria,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  about  eight  years,  then  removing  to  Huron  county.  His 
wife  having  died  while  visiting  her  daughter  in  Illinois  he  passed  the 
closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Peck,  in 
Northwest  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  died  in  1892,  at  the 
patriarchal  age  of  ninety-two  years.  Sanford  Peck  early  removed  from 
New  England  to  the  state  of  New  York,  and  after  having  been  there 
engaged  in  farming  for  a number  of  years  he  came  to  Ashland  county, 
O.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  children  were 
five  in  number.  Chauncey  Sanford  Peck  received  a good  common 
school  education,  having  been  about  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
parents’  removal  from  New  York  to  Ohio,  and  after  leaving  school  he 
was  identified  with  farming  and  stock-growing  in  Huron  county  until 
he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Williams  county  and  located  in  Northwest  township,  where  he  had  a 
fine  farm  and  where  he  devoted  special  attention  to  dealing  in  live  stock 
for  many  years,  his  death  occurring  there  in  March,  1904.  He  was  a 
stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party  and  was  a man  who  ever  com- 
manded unqualified  confidence  and  esteem,  being  upright  and  honorable 
in  every  relation  of  life.  His  devoted  wife  preceded  him  into  eternal 
rest,  her  death  having  occurred  in  May,  1901.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Boyd,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sanford  and  Blinn,  who 
are  representative  farmers  of  Northwest  township ; Elwin  C.,  whose 
name  initiates  this  sketch:  and  Frank,  who  resides  in  Montpelier, 
this  county.  Elwin  C.  Peck  duly  completed  the  curriculum  of  the 
public  schools  and  then  entered  Hilisdale  College,  in  Hillsdale, 
Mich.,  an  institution  to  whose  founding  and  upbuilding  his  paternal 
grandfather  had  been  a liberal  contributor,  and  after  continuing  his 
studies  for  a number  of  semesters  in  this  college  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Williams  county  for 
two  years.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  finally  entering  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1892,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  and  being  duly  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native 
State.  His  initial  professional  work  was  in  association  with  the  law 
firm  of  Parks  & Barber  of  Toledo,  and  he  later  located  in  Mont- 
pelier, in  his  home  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  practice  about 
six  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  located  in  Bryan,  the  county 
seat,  where  he  built  up  a representative  business,  both  as  an  attor- 
ney and  counsellor.  He  was  associated  in  partnership  with  Charles 
E.  Scott  until  the  1st  of  January,  1905,  when  the  partnership  was 
dissolved,  and  in  August,  1905,  Mr.  Peck  removed  to  Toledo,  where 
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he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Mr.  Peck  is  a stalwart  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  served  nearly  a year  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  Wil- 
liams county,  having  been  appointed  to  fill  a vacancy.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  On  the  23d  of  December, 
1900,  Mr.  Peck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ialeen  Kelly,  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  Mary  (Manon)  Kelly,  of  Montpelier,  this, 
county,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Carmen  Peck. 

SANFORD  PECK,  a successful  farmer  of  Northwest  township, 
Williams  county,  O.,  is  a native  of  Northwest  township,  where  he 
was  born  on  December  5,  1852.  His  grandparents  were  Sanford 
and  Harriet  (Curtis)  Peck,  both  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  re- 
moved to  Ashland  county,  O.,  in  pioneer  days  and  there  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Champlin  and  Emily  Smith,  his  maternal 
grandparents,  were  early  settlers  of  Lorain  county,  O.,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  Mr.  Smith  removed  to  Williams  county.  Here 
he  died,  his  wife  having  died  while  on  a visit  to  a daughter  in  Illinois. 
The  parents  of  Sanford  Peck  were  Chauncey  and  Mary  (Smith) 
Peck,  the  former  a native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut. 
Chauncey  Peck  came  to  Williams  county,  O.,  in  1852,  locating  in 
Northwest  township,  where  he  purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  From  time  to  time  he  added  to  his  original  purchase 
until  he  owned  a farm  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres.  Much 
of  this  land  had  to  be  cleared  by  him,  as  it  was  heavily  timbered. 
He  was  an  extensive  stock-dealer  and  shipper  and  was  rated  one 
of  the  best  judges  of  live  stock  in  Williams  county.  In  politics  he 
was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Peck  died  on  March 
29,  1904,  his  wife  having  died  May  16,  1901.  To  these  parents 
there  were  born  five  children  of  whom  four  are  still  living,  Boyd,  the 
eldest,  having  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are : Sanford,  Blinn, 
Elwin  C.  and  Frank.  Sanford  Peck  grew  to  manhood  on  the  par- 
ental farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county.  He  is  a farmer  and  thresher  by  occupation  and  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  and  one-half  acres  of  fine  land.  I11  politics 
he  is  a Democrat  and  he  has  held  the  offices  of  constable,  super- 
visor and  tax  collector.  He  is  a member  of  Northwest  Lodge,  No. 
722,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried. In  1875  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Emma  Lamb  of  Williams 
county,  and  by  her  had  two  children,  named  Homer  and  Clara. 
Sometime  after  the  heath  of  Mrs.  Peck,  he  married  Miss  Cora 
Bechtol,  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  (Mehrling)  Bechtol,  both 
of  German  descent.  They  are  both  dead.  Their  family  consisted  of 
five  sons  and  one  daughter  (the  latter  being  Mrs.  Peck),  all  of  whom 
were  born  and  reared  in  Northwest  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peck  have  been  born  two  children.  They  are : Blanche  and  Goldie, 

both  at  home  with  their  parents. 
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JOHN  WESLEY  PEW,  one  of  the  well-known  and  substantial 
citizens  of  Montpelier,  was  born  on  a farm  in  Superior  township,  just 
two  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Montpelier,  in  tjie  geographical 
center  of  Williams  county,  on  May  i,  1845.  His  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal grandparents  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Williams 
county.  He  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Hannah  (Starr)  Pew,  the 
former  a native  of  New  York  State  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
Both  are  deceased,  the  father  dying  in  September,  T865.  To  these 
parents  there  were  born  the  following  children : Ann  E.,  the  wife 
of  Wilson  Brubaker  of  Illinois;  John  Wesley;  Joseph,  deceased, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry  and  died  in  Columbus; 
William,  a meat  dealer  of  Montpelier;  Elcnora,  now  Mrs.  Frank 
Fidler  of  Indiana ; Albert  and  Arthur,  twins,  the  former  deceased. 
John  Wesley  Pew  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Superior  township  and 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  his 
father’s  death,  having  practically  had  charge  of  it  for  some  time 
before  that  sad  event.  By  his  father’s  will  he  was  given  the  farm, 
with  the  proviso  that  he  support  his  mother  during  her  natural  life. 
Before  the  Civil  war  he  lived  on  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township 
for  four  years.  After  working  in  the  stock-raising  business  for 
Alfred  Riley,  he  formed  a partnership  with  him  in  that  line,  and 
they  conducted  the  business  successfully  for  many  years.  In  1889 
he  and  Mr.  Riley  embarked  in  the  elevator  business  in  Montpelier. 
A year  later  he  removed  to  town  from  the  farm  and  has  since  resided 
there.  In  1896  this  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Pew  retiring 
to  engage  by  himself  in  the  hay  and  grain  business,  in  which  he  is  still 
actively  employed.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Agnes  Allman,  a native 
of  Ohio.  To  this  union  there  have  been  born  the  following  children ; 
Ralph,  a resident  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  who  married  Miss  Orpha 
Travis,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  John  Maxwell  and  Louisa; 
Cora,  a stenographer,  who  has  resided  in  Detroit  for  ten  years ; 
Carrie,  the  wife  of  Fenton  Gall,  an  employee  in  the  civil  service 
department  of  the  government  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gall  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Olive  Agnes. 

TAYLOR  PRIEST,  a thrifty  and  successful  farmer  of  St.  Joseph 
township,  was  born  in  Holmes  county,  O.,  August  24,  1849.  He  is 
the  son  of  Levi  and  Ellen  Priest,  both  natives  of  Holmes  county.  In 
1851  they  removed  to  Bryan,  where  the  latter  died  the  same  year 
and  the  former  in  1855.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living.  By  his  first  wife  Levi  Priest  had  eight  chil- 
dren, all  deceased.  Taylor  Priest  began  life’s  battle  by  working 
first  four  years  for  William  Ayers  on  a farm  northwest  of  Bryan. 
Then  for  a like  period  he  worked  for  II.  H.  Ensign.  The  next 
eleven  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Judge  George  Edward  Long, 
seiving  five  years  on  the  four  hundred-acre  farm  near  Denmark,  St. 
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Joseph  township.  Having  carefully  hoarded  his  earnings,  he  was  en- 
abled to  buy  a farm  of  forty  acres  in  St.  Joseph  township,  two  miles 
north  of  Edgerton,  to  which  he  has  added  at  different  times  thirty- 
six  acres,  making  a total  of  seventy^six  acres.  By  dint  of  hard,  earn- 
est work  and  rigid  economy  he  has  fully  paid  for  his  farm.  This 
farm  he  has  also  fully  equipped  with  all  the  necessary  buildings.  In 
politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  can  boast 
of  the  fact  that  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  While  ex- 
tremely liberal  in  his  religious  views  he  has  ever  been  ready  and  will- 
ing to  aid  any  church  calling  upon  him  for  assistance.  On  March  24, 
1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Henry,  born  in 
Canton,  O.,  February  15,  1845,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine 
(Moore)  Henry,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter 
of  Germany.  They  were  married  in  Stark  county,  O.,  and  first  re- 
moved from  that  county  to  Henry  county  and  after  two  years  to  Will- 
iams county,  where  he  died  on  the  old  homestead,  four  miles  south 
of  Stryker,  February  21,  1863,  aged  forty-eight  years.  His  widow, 
after  her  husband’s  death  made  her  home  in  Stryker  until  within  four 
weeks  of  her  death,  when  she  came  to  the  home  of  Taylor  Priest.  She 
had  always  said  that  she  wanted  to  die  at  his  home,  and  when  she 
took  sick  she  requested  to  be  carried  on  a cot  to  the  home  she 
longed  to  die  in.  She  died  March  8,  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  four  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  living.  To  Taylor  Priest  and  wife  four  children  have  been  born. 
They  are : Emma,  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  the  wife  of 
William  Stotze,  formerly  of  St.  Joseph  township  but  now  a resident 
of  Edgerton;  George  Edward,  a farmer;  John  Parker,  a farmer,  and 
Harriet  Ellen,  now  the  wife  of  Don  Thompson  and  residing  at  Hicks- 
ville,  O.  All  received  a fair  public  school  education. 

ISAIAH  W.  PRESSLER,  a prominent 
and  successful  attorney  of  Montpelier,  Will- 
iams county,  O.,  was  born  on  the  parental 
farm,  in  Richland  county,  O.,  near  the  village 
of  Olivesburg,  on  January  15,  1864.  He  is 
of  German  descent,  his  great-grandfather 
having  been  born  in  Germany.  His  grand- 
father, Stephen  Pressler,  a native  of  Center 
countv,  Pa.,  was  a miller  by  trade,  who  mar- 
ried in  1815  Susan  Kuhns,  a native  of  the 
same  county.  Emigrating  to  Ohio  about  the 
year  1820,  they  located  in  Richland  county, 
entering  the  last  piece  of  government  land, 
subject  for  entry  in  that  county.  His  wife 
died  in  i860;  he  then  disposed  of  his  farm 
and  in  1864  removed  to  Iowa,  and  soon  after  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Winamac,  Pulaski  county,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  one  year.  His 
health  failing,  he  disposed  of  his  property  there  and  returned  to 
Richland  county,  O.,  dying  there  in  the  year  1 866.  Samuel  Pressler, 
33 
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father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  on  the  ancestral  farm 
in  Richland  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Learning  the 
carpenter  trade,  he  followed  the  double  occupation  of  carpentering 
and  farming  until  the  year  1868,  when  he  came  to  Williams  county, 
where  he  located  on  a farm  in  Superior  township,  and  there  he  has 
since  resided.  In  religious  matters  he  is  identified  with  the  Church 
of  God.  The  lady  of  his  choice  for  a helpmeet  in  life’s  journey  was 
Miss  Kezia  C.  Weir,  a native  of  Stark  county,  O.,  whose  great-grand- 
father was  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  being  one  of  the 
unfortunates  who  were  captured  by  the  British  and  imprisoned  in 
one  of  their  infamous  prison  ships  in  New  York  harbor.  Mrs. 
Pressler  died  in  August,  1898.  To  this  marriage  were  born  three 
sons:  Isaiah  W. ; Hiram  M.,  born  July  22,  1865,  now  a practicing 

physician  at  Cullom,  Livingston  county,  Illinois;  and  Henry  A., 
boin  in  Williams  county,  August  22,  1869,  now  a resident  of  Illinois, 
where  he  has  practiced  veterinary  surgery  in  the  village  of  Fair- 
bury,  Livingston  county,  since  the  year  1894.  Isaiah  W.  Pressler 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  homestead  in  Superior  township  and  was 
educated  in  the'  public  schools  of  the  township,  the  Montpelier  high 
school,  the  Fayette,  O.,  Normal,  the  Normal 
University  at  Ada,  O.,  and  the  Tri-State 
Normal  at  Angola,  Ind.,  in  the  meantime  fol- 
lowing the  avocation  of  teacher.  In  1894  he 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  Sprague  Cor- 
respondence School,  of  Detroit,  Mich.  After 
graduating  from  this  school  he  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  Indiana  Normal  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  in  June,  1896,  received 
the  degree  of  LL.D.  from  that  institution. 

On  June  3d  of  that  year  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana, 
and  on  June  9th,  of  the  same  year,  passed 
the  examination  held  by  the  Supreme  Court 
at  Columbus,  O.,  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice by  said  court  on  June  nth.  In  November,  1896,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  J.  V.  Maier  and  for  seven  months  practiced  the 
profession  at- Goshen,  Ind.  On  the  dissolution  of  this  firm,  in  1897, 
he  removed  to  Montpelier  and,  on  September  15th,  began  the  prac- 
tice that  he  has  since  so  successfully  conducted.  In  addition  to  his 
law  practice  Mr.  Pressler  has  done  a large  and  lucrative  real  estate 
business.  In  1898  he  was  appointed  mayor  of  Montpelier,  and  it  is 
needless  to  state  that  he  performed  the  duties  of  that  office  with  credit 
to  himself  as  well  as  to  the  city.  On  November  7th,  1891,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Clara  Phillips,  a native  of  Superior  township  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Phillips.  She  died  May  3rd,  1896,  and  on  October 
8th,  1901,  Mr.  Pressler  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  A. 
Hays,  daughter  of  James  and  Catharine  Hays  of  Northwest  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Pressler  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Northwest 
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township,  on  July  16th,  1869.  She  is  of  Irish  descent,  her  grand- 
parents all  having  emigrated  from  Ireland  about  the  year  1816.  She 
attended  the  district  school  in  Northwest  township  until  the  age  of 
fourteen,  when  she  successfully  passed  the  county  examination  and 
received  license  to  teach  school.  After  attending  the  Fayette  Normal 
the  following  winter  she  began  the  occupation  of  teaching,  in  which 
she  continued  for  ten  years,  having  taught  twenty-two  terms.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pressler  have  a modern  home  on  Main  street  in  Montpe- 
lier, and  a happy  and  successful  career  seems  to  be  before  them. 

VOLNEY  POWERS. — Still  residing  on  the  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  a part  of  which  he  bought  forty-eight  years  ago 
when  the  land  was  covered  with  heavy  timber  and  wholly  unim- 
proved, Volney  Powers,  of  Quaker  ancestry,  is  today  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  progressive  farmers  of  North- 
west township.  He  is  the  grandson  of  Josiah  and  Hannah  Powers, 
the  former  a pioneer  settler  of  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died, 
and  the  latter  a native  of  New  York,  who  removed  to  Steuben  county, 
Ind.,  where  she  ended  her  days.  His  parents  were  Stephen  and 
Mary  Ann  ( Campbell)  Powers,  both  natives  of  New  York,  the 
former  born  in  Onta**io  county  and  the  latter  in  Allegheny  county. 
Stephen  Powers  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  In  1837  lie  removed  from  New  York  State 
to  Indiana,  locating  on  a tract  of  eighty  acres  of  timbered  land  in 
Steuben  county.  This  land  he  partly  cleared  and  improved,  and 
then  sold  it  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  same 
township,  which  he  partly  improved,  and  then  selling  this  farm  he 
purchased  a larger  tract  of  land  in  Clear  Lake  township,  on  which 
he  was  residing  when  the  Civjl  war  broke  out.  During  that  great 
conflict  he  served  with  credit  as  a private  in  Company  A of  the 
Forty-fourth  Indiana  volunteer  infantry.  In  addition  to  farming 
he  was  quite  active  and  very  successful  as  a surveyor  in  Steuben 
county,  and  taught  school  during  the  winter  for  about  fifty  years. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  holding  for  some  time  the  position 
of  surveyor  of  Steuben  county.  Later  he  removed  to  Antrim  county, 
Mich.,  where  he  died  on  October  5,  1872,  survived  by  his  widow  until 
February  7,  1883.  Volney  Powers  was  born  in  Steuben  county, 
Ind.,  on  March  17,  1838.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  This  training  was  supplemented  by  the  instruc- 
tion that  he  received  from  his  father.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  began  to  teach,  following  that  occupation  for  seven  terms.  In 
1858  he  purchased  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Northwest  township, 
to  which  during  the  Civil  war  period  he  added  a like  number  of 
acres,  making  a total  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  farm. 
In  answer  to  his  country’s  call  for  defenders,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Seventh  Michigan  volunteer  infantry,  in  which  he  served  over  two 
years,  and  then  he  was  commissioned  as  second  lieutenant  in  the 
First  Michigan  colored  troops.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  first' 
lieutenant  and  held  that  position  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His 
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command  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Honey  Hill,  S.  C.,  and  in  a 
number  of  skirmishes.  In  a skirmish  at  Swift  Creek,  S.  C.,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  hand.  The  fact  that  he  was  twice  promoted,  the 
first  time  from  the  ranks,  proves  that  he  was  a brave  soldier.  In 
public  affairs  he  has  always  taken  a deep  interest,  having-  served  as 
township  clerk,  justice  of  the  peace  and  notary  public.  He  is  a 
Republican  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  cliurcn. 
On  April  18,  1866,  he  was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Mattie  Kimmell,  born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  July  27,  1848.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Eliza  (Culbertson)  Kimmell  of  North- 
west township.  Eight  children  have  been  born  to  these  parents,  all 
of  whom  arc  living.  They  are:  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Emery  Bunce; 
Viola,  the  wife  of  Lee  E.  Amidon,  principal  of  the  Iron  Mountain, 
Mich.,  public  schools;  Oliver,  a resident  of  Lawton,  O.  T. ; Jennie, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Sines  of  Northwest  township;  Stephen  A.,  of 
Northwest  township;  Vada,  the  wife  of  John  Redfield,  superintendent 
of  schools  at  Willshire,  O. ; Clyde  V.,  a graduate  of  Berkley  high 
school,  California,  and  now  a student  of  Michigan  University;  and 
Mary,  still  at  home. 

JAMES  F.  REASONER,  proprietor  of  a general  store  in  Edger- 
ton.  is  of  Dutch  descent  and  traces  his  ancestors  back  to  the  time  of 
the  settlement  of  New  Netherlands.  At  that  time  two  brothers  of 
the  Reasoner  family  came  to  what  is  now  New  York  and  there  sepa- 
rated, one  going  South  and  the  other  locating  in  Dutchess  county, 
where  Talmond  Reasoner,  the  grandfather  of  James  F.  Reasoner,  was 
born  in  1790.  Talmond  Reasoner  removed  to  Millcreek  township, 
Williams  county,  in  1837,  where  he  bought  a farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  near  Alvordton.  The  fact  that  he  filled  several  town- 
ship offices  proves  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs.  He 
was  the  father  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  named 
as  follows:  Joseph,  Daniel,  Jane.  George,  Peter,  Mercia,  Jacob, 
James  B.,  and  Elizabeth.  The  year  1864  records  his  death  at  Bryan. 
His  father  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  White  Plains.  When  eighty-four  years  old  he  met  with  at? 
accident  that  resulted  in  his  death.  Joseph,  the  eldest  son  of  Tal- 
mond Reasoner,  was  a prominent  man  in  his  time,  having  taught 
school  and  having  filled  the  office  of  commissioner  of  Williams 
county  for  a number  of  years.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Millcreek  and  Franklin  townships  for  twenty-eight  years.  Jacob,  an- 
other son,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Borden,  a daughter,  both  residents  of 
Adrian,  Mich.,  arc  the  only  ones  of  the  family  now  living.  James  B. 
Reasoner,  the  father  of  James  F.,  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s 
farm  near  Alvordton  and  in  1849  went  to  California,  where  for  two 
and  one  half  years  he  worked  with  considerable  success  in  the  gold 
mines.  Returning  to  Ohio  he  located  at  Bryan,  where  he  conducted 
a hotel  and  livery  business  until  his  death  in  1864,  aged  thirty-five 
years.  James  F.  Reasoner,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Bryan  in  1864,  and  when  four  years  old  came  to  Edgerton.  where  he 
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was  reared  and  educated.  As  a boy  be  clerked  for  George  Helwig 
and  other  parties  for  several  years.  In  1888  he  started  in  business 
for  himself  at  Edon  and  remained  there  seven  years.  Then  he  em- 
barked in  the  general  store  business  in  Edgerton,  in  which  he  has 
been  very  successfully  engaged  for  the  past  eight  years.  Mr.  Reas- 
oner  is  an  enthusiastic  Odd  Fellow,  doing  all  that  he  possibly  can 
to  strengthen  the  organization  in  his  home  city.  His  only  sister, 
Mrs.  Ada  Lindermuth,  resides  at  Brentwood,  Ark.  He  married  Miss 
Alice  Mast,  the  daughter  of  John  Mast,  Sr.,  of  Edgerton,  and  to  this 
union  has  been  born  one  child,  Arthur,  a lad  of  fifteen  years  who 
is  a pupil  in  the  public  schools. 

WILLIAM  H.  RICE,  a prosperous  farmer  and  prominent  citizen 
of  Northwest  township,  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Pa.,  March  7, 
1827.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Rachel  (Lambert)  Rice,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather,  Henry  Rice,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  a valiant  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  in 
his  native  county.  John  Rice  was  a farmer,  a Democrat,  and  with 
his  wife  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  He  died  in  Butler 
county  and  his  widow  in  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.  William  H.  Rice 
was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county.  Having  learned  the  carpenter  trade  he  followed  that 
occupation  for  five  years.  In  1845  he  removed  to  Medina  county,  O., 
and  twelve  years  later  he  removed  to  Williams  county,  and  located 
on  a farm.  In  1852  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  proceeded 
at  once  to  clear  and  improve  it,  and  several  years  later  he  erected  a 
fine  barn  and  a substantial  house  on  this  land.  To  his  original  pur- 
chase he,  in  1872,  added  eighty  acres,  and  later  gave  a like  number 
of  acres  to  his  son  Leander.  In  politics  he  was  in  early  life  a Demo- 
crat, but  afterwards  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  At 
present,  however,  he  is  actively  identified  with  the  Populist  party. 
In  1847  he  was  joined  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Miss  Matilda 
Reich,  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  Of  the  nine  children  that  have  been 
born  to  William  H.  Rice  and  wife  seven  died  while  quite  young. 
Stephen  married  Miss  Sophronia  McClain  and  by  her  had  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom,  Elby  and.  Harry,  are  living.  Stephen  died  in  Wil- 
liams county  about  1880,  and  Leander,  the  only  living  child,  is  a resi- 
dent of  Minnesota,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming.  He 
married  Miss  Emma  Case  and  by  her  has  had  the  following  children  : 
Charley,  Annie,  James,  Clayton  and  Lewis  Guy. 

JOHN  M.  RICHARD,  one  of  the  venerable  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Stryker,  where  he  has  maintained  his  home  for  more  than 
two  score  years,  is  one  of  those  valiant  souls  who  have  risen  to  a 
plane  of  independence  through  personal  effort  along  legitimate  ave- 
nues of  industry  and  enterprise ; and  he  is  now  living  practically  re- 
tired, enjoying  that  dignified  repose  which  properly  crowns  a life  of 
usefulness  and  honor.  Mr.  Richard  is  a native  of  France  and  was 
born  on  the  16th  of  August,  1824,  being  a son  of  Joseph  and  Rose 
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(Dudee)  Richard,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  France, 
where  the  father  followed  the  vocation  of  coal  mining  until  1832, 
when  he  immigrated  with  his  family  to  America,  the  voyage  being 
made  on  a sailing  vessel  and  being  fifty-five  days  in  duration.  The 
family  disembarked  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  whence  they  went  to 
Cincinnati,  later  to  Wellsville,  Columbiana  county,  and  finally  to 
Stark  county.  There  the  father  lived  sixteen  years,  being  variously 
employed,  and  he  then,  in  1848,  came  to  Williams  county,  where  he 
secured  twenty  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  14.  Springfield  township, 
clearing  this  place  of  its  native  timber,  while  later  he  purchased  a 
place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  still  later  an  adjoining 
eighty  acres,  at  a cost  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  this  land  having 
been  partially  reclaimed  and  having  been  improved  with  modest 
buildings.  Joseph  Richard  continued  to  be  actively  engaged  in 
farming  on  this  place  until  1853,  when  he  traded  it  for  an  eighty  acre 
farm  on  Brush  creek  in  Springfield  township,  after  which  he  sold  the 
eighty  acres  and  bought  a farm  of  forty  acres  adjoining  the  village  of 
Stryker,  where  he  resided  until  1857,  when  he  sold  it  and  resided  for 
a number  of  years  with  John  Chappius  and  Frank  Flory  (both  of 
whom  were  his  sons-in-law),  after  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days  with  his  daughter,  Jane  Brown,  and  died  at  her  home  in 
Stryker  on  June  19,  1884,  his  wife  having  died  in  Stark  county,  O., 
in  1847.  Both  were  devoted  members  of  the  Catholic  church.  Of 
their  six  children  John  M.  was  the  first  born;  Louise  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Flory  (deceased),  and  resides  in  German  township,  Fulton 
county;  Virginia  is  the  wife  of  John  Chappius,  who  resides  near 
Stryker;  Jane,  who  is  the  widow  of  Frank  Brown,  likewise  resides  in 
Stryker;  Sophia,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Meek,  of  Stryker,  is 
deceased;  and  Josephine,  who  was  the  wife  of  Frank  Flory,  is  de- 
ceased. John  M.  Richard  was  about  eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
the  family  immigration  to  America,  and  his  early  educational  advan- 
tages were  very  limited  in  scope,  being  confined  to  a brief  attendance 
in  a subscription  school  in  Stark  county,  O.  He  remained  at  the 
parental  home,  assisting  in  providing  for  the  family,  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age.  and  then  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  in  Robertsville,  Stark  county,  serving 
three  years  and  .becoming  a skilled  workman.  Thereafter  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  one  year  in  Canton  and  Massillon,  Stark  county, 
after  which  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Not  being  able  to  find  profit- 
able work  there  he  went  into  Virginia,  visiting  various  places,  in 
search  of  employment,  and  finally  securing  work  in  Portsmouth,  O., 
where  he  remained  three  months.  He  then  passed  four  months  in 
Cincinnati,  after  which  he  was  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  a short  interval, 
later  visiting  Cairo,  111.,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  which  latter  city  he 
was  employed  in  the  shipyards  for  three  months.  He  passed  the 
ensuing  eight  months  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  whence  he  returned  to 
Cincinnati,  and  two  months  later  returned  to  Stark  county.  In  1848 
he  came  with  his  father  to  Williams  county,  shortly  afterward  going 
to  Defiance,  where  he  maintained  his  home  until  1861,  in  the  mean- 
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while  having  been  employed  on  the  Miami  canal  in.  the  capacity  of  a 
carpenter  for  fully  a decade.  In  1861  Mr.  Richard  came  to  Stryker, 
where  he  has  since  maintained  his  residence,  and  where  he  has  done 
a large  amount  of  excellent  work  as  a carpenter  and  joiner,  having 
erected  many  buildings  in  this  section,  while  he  has  also  done  con- 
siderable work  as  a millwright.  He  is  a man  who  has  worked  in- 
defatigably,  and  through  this  means  he  has  accumulated  a compe- 
tency, being  the  owner  of  good  property  in  Stryker,  besides  farm 
property  in  the  county.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican  so  far  as  na- 
tional issues  are  concerned,  but  in  local  affairs  he  supports  the  men 
and  measures  approved  by  his  judgment,  regardless  of  partisan  lines. 
To  him  is  accorded  the  uniform  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community, 
and  he  stands  as  an  exponent  of  useful  and  upright  citizenship.  In 
Defiance,  this  state,  November  20,  1849,  Mr  Richard  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  A.  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Crawford 
county,  O.,  and  they  have  six  children : Elizabeth  resides  in  the 
city  of  Chicago;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  John  Shaffer,  of  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.;  John  is  a successful  carpenter  and  builder  of  Stryker;  Samuel 
is  a resident  of  Bryan,  and  is  a mover  of  buildings;  Alvaro  is  a car- 
penter by  vocation  and  resides  in  Stryker;  and  Claude  remains  at  the 
parental  home. 

JOSEPH  RIES,  a successful  farmer  and  dealer  in  live  stock  of 
Florence  township,  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  on  June  1,  1845. 
He  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Etcher) 
Ries,  having  both  been  born  in  Germany.  His  maternal  grand- 
father was  Frank  Etcher,  a native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America, 
locating  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  in  an  early  day.  Here  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  Joseph  Ries,  Sr.,  emigrated  to<  the  United  States 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  Seneca  county,  where  he  carried  on  general 
farming  until  his  death.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  with  his 
wife  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  He  died  on  March 
25,  1892,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  and  his  widow  in  September, 
1899,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  them,  two 
daughters  and  four  sons  are  still  living.  Joseph  Ries,  Jr.,  was  reared 
on  a farm  and  received  such  an  education  as  the  common  schools  of 
Seneca  county  afforded  in  that  early  day.  In  1867  he  removed  to 
Williams  county  and  located  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in 
Florence  township.  He  at  once  began  to  clear  this  land  and  to  bring 
it  to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  The  buildings  erected  on  it  by  him 
are  of  a substantial  character,  answering  every  purpose  of  a well 
equipped  farm.  Some  time  after  his  purchase  he  added  forty  acres 
to  the  farm,  but  subsequently  sold  a like  number  of  acres,  leaving  his 
farm  the  same  size  as  originally.  General  farming  and  stock-raising 
engaged  all  of  his  time  and  attention.  Joseph  Ries  is  a Democrat  in 
politics  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 
In  1867,  in  Defiance,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Baker, 
a native  of  Henry  county,  and  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna 
(Wertz)  Baker,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America 
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and  settled  in  Henry  county,  O.,  where  their  daughter  Anna  was 
born  on  April  18,  1850.  In  1857  tIie  family  removed  to  Defiance, 
where  the  father  died  in  1899,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  his  widow 
in  April,  1901,  aged  eighty-one  years.  He  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  Of 
the  nine  children  born  to  them  only  three  are  living.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Ries  were  David  and  Mary  Baker,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany,  who  settled  in  Henry  county,  O.,  where  his  wife 
died  in  1855,  aged  forty  years,  and  he  in  1875  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-five  years.  To  the  marriage  of  Joseph  Ries  and  wife  there 
have  been  born  ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  living.  Their  names 
follow:  Ellen  (deceased),  Mary  (deceased),  Agnes  (deceased), 

George,  Ida,  Henry  (deceased),  Robert,  Flora,  Julia  and  Alice. 

WILLIAM  E.  RILEY,  a prominent  grain  and  coal  merchant  of 
Montpelier,  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township  on  September  3,  1867. 
He  is  the  son  of  Alfred  and  Eliza  (Kollar)  Riley,  the  former  a native 
of  Stark  county  and  the  latter  of  Wayne  county,  both  in  Ohio.  His 
grandparents  were  John  and  Drusilla  (Carr)  Riley,  both  natives  of 
Stark  county.  Few  men  of  Williams  county  were  better  known  or 
more  highly  respected  than  was  the  late  Alfred  Riley,  who  during  his 
lifetime  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  Superior  and  Bridgewater  town- 
ships and  who  was  twice  honored  with  election  to  the  all-important 
and  responsible  office  of  county  commissioner.  In  1845  Alfred  Riley 
removed  from  his  native  county  to  Williams  county.  In  1855,  having 
in  the  meantime  married,  he  purchased  a farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Super- 
ior township  and  established  his  home  there  until  1862,  when  he  sold 
this  farm  and  purchased  another  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Bridgewater  township.  Here  he  resided,  following  general  farming, 
until  1888,  and  then  removed  to  Montpelier,  where  he  died  ten  years 
later.  In  politics  he  was  actively  and  prominently  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  having  creditably  filled  various  township  offices 
prior  to  1880,  when  he  was  elected  county  commissioner.  In  1883  he 
was  renominated  for  that  office,  and  so  satisfactory  had  been  his  con- 
duct in  the  office  the  preceding  term,  and  so  fully  did  he  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  the  people  that  he  was  again  elected,  although  at  that 
election  the  Republican  party  met  its  Waterloo,  the  entire  ticket, 
with  the  single  exception  of  Alfred  Riley,  going  down  in  disastrous 
defeat.  He  served  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  regiment,  was  an  Odd 
Fellow,  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  1855  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Eliza 
Kollar,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  O.,  and  died  in  February, 
1904.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children : 
Lenora,  the  wife  of  G.  B.  Williams  of  Bridgewater  township : 
Emma,  who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; Ella,  now 
Mrs.  James  O.  Coler  of  Montpelier;  Lida,  the  wife  of  A.  F.  Brigle, 
of  Florence  township;  William  E.,  and  Cora  B.,  the  wife  of  Cooper 
Farlee,  of  Montpelier.  William  E.  Riley  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
parental  farm  and  removed  to  Montpelier,  where  he,  in  partnership 
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with  his  father,  engaged  in  the  grain  elevator  business,  and,  upon  the 
death  of  the  latter,  succeeded  to  the  entire  ownership.  In  addition 
to  buying  and  selling  grain  he  also  deals  largely  in  coal.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  city  council  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity. 
Miss  Eva  Bailey,  a native  of  Bridgewater  township  and  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Hannah  (Parker)  Bailey,  became  his  wife.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Riley  one  daughter,  Thelma  Josephine,  has  been  born. 

GEORGE  C.  RINGS  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  distinguished  pioneer  families  of  Williams  county,  and  the 
thriving  little  city  of  West  Unity,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law,  is  located  on  land  secured  by  his  paternal 
grandfather  from  the  government  more  than  seventy  years  ago. 
Mr.  Rings  has  served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  West  Unity,  and  is 
one  of  its  popular  young  business  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative younger  members  of  the  bar  of  the  county.  He  was 
born  in  West  Unity,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1872.  His  father. 
Judge  George  Rings,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April 
25,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  John  Rings  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county,  in  1804.  There  the  latter  wedded  Anna  Brinker,  native 
of  the  same  county.  Michael  Rings,  father  of  John,  was  a native 
of  Germany,  as  was  also  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Albrecht,  and  they  came  to  America  in  an  early  day  and  became 
numbered  among  the  sterling  pioneers  of  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa.,  where  they  continued  to  reside  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  John  Rings  came  with  his  family  to  Williams  county,  Ohio, 
in  1834,  and  he  here  secured  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Brady  township,  taking  up  his  residence  on  the  property 
in  1835.  On  a portion  of  this  tract  he  platted  the  village  of  West 
Unity  in  1842,  reclaimed  a considerable  portion  of  his  land  to  cul- 
tivation, and  was  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  and  most  in- 
fluential citizens  of  the  county  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  18th  of  April,  1855.  His  first  wife  died  August 
25,  1840,  and  of  their  four  children  Judge  George  Rings  is  the  only 
one  now  living.  John  Rings  married  as  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Rachel  Hanzy,  of  Williams  county,  her  maiden  name  having  been 
Clifton,  and  she  survived  him  by  a number  of  years.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  two  are  living,  Mrs.  Anna 
Sindle  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Spade.  One  son,  William  C.,  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Union  ranks  when  seventeen  years  of.  age  and  died 
while  in  the  army,  at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.  John  Rings  was  the 
first  justice  of  the  peace  of  Brady  township,  was  county  commis- 
sioner in  1837,  and  he  was  twice  elected  county  treasurer,  of  which 
office  he  was  incumbent  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a man 
of  much  force  and  initiative  power  and  did  much  to  further  the 
development  and  material  and  civic  advancement  of  his  township 
and  county.  He  was  associated  in  the  ownership  of  the  first  saw- 
mill and  the  first  grist-mill  in  West  Unity,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
demise  was  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business  in  the 
town  which  he  had  thus  founded.  Judge  George  Rings  received 
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a good  common-school  education,  having  been  a pupil  in  the  first 
school  house  erected  in  Brady  township.  He  early  became  actively 
concerned  in  the  reclamation  and  development  of  the  homestead 
farm,  and  he  has  ever  since  continued  to  be  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  county,  owning  at  the  present  time 
a most  valuable  landed  estate  of  two  hundred  acres,  a considerable 
portion  of  which  lies  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  of 
West  Unity,  where  he  has  lived  practically  retired  for  the  past 
twelve  years.  August  6,  1862,  he  tendered  his  services  in  defense 
of  the  Union,  enlisting  as  a private  in  Company  C,  One  Hundredth 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  in  which  he  was  made  first  lieutenant  and 
appointed  adjutant.  At  Limestone  Station,  Tenn.,  on  the  8th  of 
September,  1863,  he  was  captured,  and  was  held  for  eight  months 
in  Libby  prison,  after  which  he  was  transferred  to  Danville  prison, 
later  being  removed  to  Macon,  Ga.,  and  finally  to  Charleston,  S.  C., 
where,  with  about  twelve  hundred  soldiers,  he  was  placed  under 
fire  of  the  Union  batteries  then  bombarding  the  city.  This  con- 
tinued for  a month,  within  which  time  yellow  fever  broke  out  in 
the  locality,  and  in  September,  1864,  he  was  taken  to  Columbia, 
S.  C.,  where  he  succeeded  in  making  his  escape,  finding  his  way 
to  the  Union  ranks  and  joining  Sherman’s  army  in  front  of  Savan- 
nah, Ga.  He  had  been  promoted  to  captain  of  his  company  while 
he  was  in  prison,  and  after  his  escape  he  was  granted  a furlough 
of  thirty  days,  having  gone  from  Savannah  to  New  York  city  and 
thence  to  Washington.  At  the  expiration  of  his  furlough  he  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  remaining  in  active 
service  thereafter  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered 
out  in  North  Carolina  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  more  gracious  memories  and  associations 
of  his  faithful  military  career  are  perpetuated  through  his  mem- 
bership in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Judge  Rings  has  ever 
been  a stalwart  in  the  camp  of  the  Democracy,  and  has  been  an 
active  worker  in  the  party  cause.  In  1858  he  was  nominated  for 
the  office  of  county  auditor  and  was  defeated  by  a small  majority, 
but  in  1877  he  was  elected  to  the  above-named  office  by  a flatter- 
ing vote,  and  he  has  held  other  positions  of  public  trust,  in  which 
his  preferment  has  indicated  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
in  the  county.  In  1887  he  was  elected  probate  judge,  and  re-elected 
in  1890,  serving  in  such  capacity  for  a period  of  six  years.  Judge 
Rings  has  been  a potent  factor  in  local  affairs,  political,  social  and 
industrial,  and  he  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  flour  and  woolen 
mills  in  West  Unity,  having  been  at  one  time  proprietor  of  both; 
while  his  personal  influence  and  capitalistic  support  has  been  given 
to  other  enterprises  and  to  measures  advanced  for  the  general 
good  of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  and  zeal- 
ous members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  February  16,  1871, 
Judge  Rings  was  united  in  marriage  to  Kate  L.  (Casebeer)  Miller, 
widow  of  James  H.  Miller  and  a daughter  of  James  Casebeer,  who 
was  a prominent  citizen  of  Hicksville,  Defiance  county,  Ohio. 
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She  had  one  son  by  her  first  marriage,  James  Haywood  Miller, 
who  was  born  June  29,  1867,  and  who  is  now  cashier  of  the  West 
Unity  Banking  Company.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Rings  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  is  George  C.,  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch.  Mary  E.  was  born  May  25,  1874,  now 
residing  in  West  Unity  with  her  parents;  John  Edward,  born 
July  20,  1875,  is  now  a resident  of  Jackson,  Mich.;  William  C., 
born  March  9,  1877,  died  April  21,  1882;  and  Lucy  A.,  born  April 
6,  1878,  is  the  wife  of  William  A.  Hollington,  assistant  cashier  of 
the  West  Unity  Banking  Company.  George  C.  Rings  completed 
a course  in  the  West  Unity  high  school,  in  which  he  was  graduated 
as  a member  of  the  class  of  1889,  and  he  then  entered  the  literary 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  after 
which  he  was  matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  the  same 
famous  institution,  being  graduated  as  a member  of  the  class  of 
1893  and  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  forthwith 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  West  Unity, 
and  his  native  town  and  county  have  afforded  him  a field  for  most 
successful  professional  work,  while  he  also  gives  attention  to  the 
management  of  his  father’s  business  interests.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat  in  his  political  allegiance,  and  he  has  served  two  terms 
as  mayor  of  his  native  city,  giving  a most  acceptable  administra- 
tion ; and  in  a fraternal  way  he  is  identified  with  Superior  Lodge 
No.  179,  .Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Evergreen  Lodge  No.  637, 
Knights  of  Pythias.  February  9,  1895,  Mr.  Rings  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Nettie  Allen,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Maine, 
being  a daughter  of  John  and  Alice  (Lane)  Allen,  both  of  whom 
were  likewise  natives  of  the  Pine  Tree  state,  and  the  latter  now  re- 
sides in  West  Unity,  her  husband  having  died  in  Williams  county. 
He  was  long  identified  with  the  lumbering  industry.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rings  have  four  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  here 
entered:  James  Allen,  born  November  29,  1897;  Margaret  Alice, 

July  27,  1899;  Catherine  Anna,  October  9,  1901;  George  Edward, 
July  9,  1904.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rings  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

DAVID  ROBISON,  a representative  farmer  and  prominent 
citizen  of  Millcreek  township,  is  a native  of  the  old  Buckeye  State, 
which  has  been  his  home  from  the  time  of  his  birth.  He  was  born 
in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1848,  and  is 
a son  of  Elliott  and  Rosanna  (Walkup)  Robison.  His  father  was 
born  in  Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  to  maturity 
and  where  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  In  company  with  his 
first  wife,  Mary  (Cassette)  Robison,  he  moved  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Richland  county,  O.,  in  the  spring  of  1834,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  until  1854.  To  them  were  born  five  children,  Jane, 
Samuel,  Robert,  George  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  are  dead  except 
Robert,  who  is  living  in  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county, 
Ohio.  Mary,  wife  of  Elliott  Robison,  died  on  the  14th  day  of 
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June,  1840.  He  then  married  Miss  Rosanna  Walkup,  who  bore 
him  five  children,  James,  Martha,  Mary  Louisa,  David  and  Frank- 
lin, all  of  whom  are  deceased  except  David.  Mary  Louisa  married 
Amos  Sayers,  and  to  them  was  born  one  daughter,  Jenny  S.,  who 
married  Wilkes  Turbette,  who  is  now  living  in  Millcreek  town- 
ship. Mary  Louisa  died  May  18,  1898.  Elliott  Robison  moved  to 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  and  located  on  a farm  which  constitutes 
a portion  of  the  fine  homestead,  now  owned  by  his  son  David,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Elliott  Robison  reclaimed  his  farm  from  the 
virgin  wilds  and  remained  on  it  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  December  30,  1864,  his  funeral  occurring  on  New  Year’s  day 
of  the  year  1865.  His  second  wife  passed  away  in  1859,  both 
having  been  consistent  members  of  the  church.  In  politics  he  was 
a staunch  Democrat,  though  never  an  aspirant  for  office.  David 
Robison  remained  at  the  parental  home  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  in  the  meanwhile  attending  the  district  schools  in  a some- 
what irregular  way.  After  leaving  home  he  was  variously  em- 
ployed working  by  the  day  and  month  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  On  the  1st  of  February,  1872,  Mr.  Robison  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Crum,  the  marriage  being 
solemnized  at  Ganges,  Richland  county.  She  was  born  in  Mill- 
creek  township,  Williams  county,  June  12,  1851,  being  a daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Clay)  Crum,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
on  a farm  six  miles  east  of  Shelby,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  1 st  of  March,  1820,  while  "his  death  occurred  August  24,  1900. 
He  was  a son  of  Jacob  Crum,  who  was  born  .in  Huntingdon1  county. 
Pa.,  on  the  4th  of  August,  1789.  He  married  Elizabeth  Keith 
and  they  settled  on  a primitive  farm  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,, 
in  1815,  having  been  numbered  among  the  sterling  pioneers  of 
that  section  and  having  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
becoming  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and  one  daughter.  Their  son 
John  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Clay  on  the  2d 
of  November,  1848,  and  of  the  union  was  born  eight  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living,  Mrs.  Robison  being  the  eldest  of  the  survi- 
vors. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robison  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
the  second  having  been  a son  who  died  in  infancy.  Eva  Bell,  who 
was  born  May  25,  1874,  is  now  the  wife  of  William  C.  Leist  and 
they  reside  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  Mary  Catherine,  who  was 
born  on  October  2,  1882,  is  the  wife  of  Virtle  Dean,  and  they  reside 
on  the  Robison  homestead.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1864,  Mr.  Robison  came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead, 
comprising  eighty  acres,  and  he  has  since  added  fifty-eight  acres  to 
its  area,  so  that  the  place  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  acres.  The  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in  Williams  county,  being 
under  most  effective  cultivation,  and  being  improved  with  a fine 
brick  residence,  substantial  modern  barn  and  other  excellent  build- 
ings. The  farm  is  thoroughly  equipped  with  a system  of  tile  drain- 
age and  gives  evidence  of  thrift  and  good  management  on  every 
side.  Mr.  Robison  gives  his  undivided  attention  to  the  work  and 
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management  of  his  fine  landed  estate,  and  is  one  of  the  popular 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  are  zealous  members  o.f 
the  Christian  Union  church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  deacon, 
while  he  has  been  most  successful  in  his  work  as  a revivalist. 
That  he  follows  his  conscientious  convictions  in  a practical,  as  well 
as  theoretical,  way  is  shown  in  the  staunch  support  he  gives  to  the 
Prohibition  party,  of  whose  principles  he  is  an  uncompromising 
advocate. 


CARLETON  S.  ROE,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  “Press/’  of 
Bryan,  has  brought  this  old  and  popular  journal  up  to  a high 
standard  of  excellence,  both  as  an  exponent  of  local  interests  and 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  as  well  as  in  the  matter 
of  letter  press  and  general  makeup.  The  “Press”  is  the  oldest 
paper  of  this  section  of  the  State,  dating  its  inception  back  to  1854, 
and  it  has  passed  through  several  changes  in  ownership  within 
the  half  century  of  its  existence,  Mr.  Roe  having  been  identified 
with  its  publication  since  1889.  He  was  born  in  Buchanan,  Ber- 
rien county,  Mich.,  on  the  27th  of  June,  1864,  and  is  a son  of  Rev. 
William  M.  and  Harriet  (Whitman)  Roe,  the  father  having  been 
an  able  and  prominent  member  of  the  clergy  of  the  Christian  or 
Disciples’  church,  in  whose  active  ministry  he  labored  long  and 
faithfully.  The  Roe  family  has  been  established  in  America  for  at 
least  four  generations,  and  its  representatives  have  been  most 
numerous  on  Long  Island,  J^I.  Y..  where  the  original  American 
progenitors  settled.  Carleton  S.  Roe  secured  his  early  educational 
discipline  in  the  public  schools  of  the  various  cities  in  which 
his  parents  resided  during  his  youth.  He  spent  two  years  in  the 
schools  of  Davenport,  la.,  and  in  1882  was  graduated  in  the  high 
school  at  Dowagiac,  Mich.  He  taught  school  in  Cass  county, 
Mich.,  about  one  year,  and  then  went  to  St.  Joseph,  that  State, 
where  he  devoted  two  years  to  learning  the  jewelry  and  watch- 
making business.  This  occupation,  however,  could  not  prove  sat- 
isfactory to  one  of  so  alert  mentality  and  intellectual  grasp,  and 
in  1884  Mr.  Roe  came  to  Bryan  and  took  up  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Hiram  H.  Calvin,  who  was  mayor  of  the  city  at  that 
time.  In  1888  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  he  forthwith  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  honored  preceptor,  with  whom  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  for  one  year.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period, 
in  June,  1889,  he  associated  himself  with  James  H.  Letcher  and 
purchased  the  plant  and  business  of  the  “Press,”  which  they  con- 
tinued to  publish  under  the  firm  name  of  Letcher  & Roe  until 
March  1,  1896,  Mr.  Roe  presiding  at  the  editorial  helm.  The  part- 
nership was  then  dissolved  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Letcher,  whose 
interest  was  acquired  by  Mr.  Roe,  and  the  latter  gentleman  has 
since  been  the  sole  owner  of  the  paper  and  business.  The  “Press” 
is  published  on  Thursday  of  each  week,  as  a seven-column  quarto, 
and  its  circulation  is  large  and  representative,  since  it  is  a wel- 
come visitor  in  the  best  homes  of  this  section.  The  plant  is  mod- 
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ern  in  equipment  and  facilities,  including  an  excellent  jab  depart- 
ment, and  the  business  is  ably  managed  and  duly  profitable.  Mr. 
Roe  is  a stalwart  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  and  his  sentiments  are  ably  voiced  in  the  columns  of  his 
paper.  He  is  a vigorous  and  forceful  writer,  keeps  his  paper  up 
to  a metropolitan  standard  in  its  subject  matter,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  most  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  county,  and  is 
prominent  in  the  local  councils  of  the  Republican  party.  In  a 
fraternal  way  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  October  25,  1888,  Mr.  Roe  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Moore,  daughter  of  Samuel  C.  and 
Lovina  (White)  Moore,  of  Bryan,  and  they  have  two  children, 
James  M.,  born  June  14,  1890,  and  Marjorie  M.,  born  September  17, 
1892. 

FRANCIS  ROSENDAUL  stands  as  a type  of  that  sterling  ele- 
ment which  the  great  empire  of  Germany  has  contributed  to  the 
American  republic,  and  he  has  been  a resident  of  the  latter  from 
his  early  childhood,  being  thoroughly  American  in  spirit,  thought 
and  action.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Pulaski  town- 
ship and  is  well  entitled  to  representation  in  this  publication.  Mr. 
Rosendaul  was  born  in  Westphalia,  Germany,  in  August,  1832, 
and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Metz)  Rosendaul,  both  of 
whom  were  born  and  reared  in  that  same  province,  where  the 
father  was  in  modest  circumstances  up  to  the  time  of  his  immigra- 
tion to  America,  in  1836.  He  and  his  little  family  made  the  voy- 
age on  a sailing  vessel,  the  trip  being  long  and  wearisome,  and 
they  finally  disembarked  in  New  York  city.  From  New  York  they 
proceeded  to  Buffalo,  whence  they  came  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  the 
father  finding  employment  in  connection  with  canal  construction, 
eventually  removing  to  Columbiana  county,  where  he  remained 
until  1853,  when  he  came  to  Wiliams  county  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  section  24,  Pulaski  township.  He  built  a log 
house  of  the  type  common  to  the  pioneer  era  and  then  essayed 
the  herculean  task  of  clearing  his  farm  and  placing  it  under  culti- 
vation. For  nearly  a score  of  years  he  lived  on  the  homestead, 
developing  a good  farm  and  attaining  a position  of  independence. 
Here  he  died  in  the  year  1872,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  i860, 
both  having  been  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church,  while  in 
politics  he  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party  until  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  espoused  its  cause, 
ever  afterward  remaining  a staunch  advocate  of  its  principles. 
This  honored  pioneer  couple  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Francis,  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch;  Bennett,  who 
died  in  this  county,  where  he  was  a successful  farmer ; Sophia,  who 
is  the  wife  of  William  Kaiser,  of  Bryan  ; and  Maria,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Uriah  Tawney,  residing  near  Portland,  Ore.  Francis  Rosendaul 
was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  of  Ohio  in 
the  pioneer  days,  having  conned  his  lessons  in  the  primitive  log 
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school  house,  and  he  remained  on  the  parental  homestead  for  three 
years  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Williams  county.  He 
then  married,  and  for  the  ensuing  period  of  about  four  years  he 
worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  and  taught  school  during  the  winter 
terms.  In  i860  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  section  13, 
Pulaski  township,  the  entire  tract  being  covered  with  the  native 
timber,  and  he  has  developed  here  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  the 
county,  the  area  of  his  place  at  the  present  time  being  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  while  he  has  made  excellent  improvements  in 
the  way  of  buildings  and  modern  utilities  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  progressive  and  substantial  farmers  and  stock-growers  of 
the  county.  He  is  a stalwart  Republican  in  his  political  proclivi- 
ties, and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  In  1863  Mr  Rosendaul  manifested  his  loyalty  to  the  Union 
by  enlisting  as  a member  of  Company  H,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
He  was  taken  ill  after  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  for  a 
time  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Chattanooga,  after  which  he 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  returning  to  Chattanooga 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  and  thence  proceeding  with  his  command  to 
North  Carolina,  when  he  was  again  incapacitated  by  illness.  In 
July,  1865,  he  was  with  his  regiment  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war.  His  de- 
voted wife  looked  after  the  interests  of  the  homestead  farm  during 
the  time  of  his  absence  as  a soldier  of  the  Union.  In  1856  Mr. 
Rosendaul  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Partee,  of 
Williams  county.  She  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Lotta 
(Read)  Partee,  old  and  respected  residents  of  Defiance  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  their  respective  deaths. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children : Nancy,  who  is  the 

widow  of  Solomon  Wisler,  residing  in  Defiance  county;  John,  de- 
ceased, and  Margaret.  Thirteen  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union,  eleven  of  whom  are  living.  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Harvey 
Cline,  of  Stryker,  O. ; James,  who  married  Miss  Nancy  Davis, 
is  a prosperous  farmer  of  Pulaski  township ; John  resides  in  Ash- 
ley, Ind.,  where  he  is  yardmaster  for  the  Wabash  Railroad ; Minerva 
and  Elizabeth  are  deceased;  William  is  a successful  farmer  of  Pul- 
aski township ; Diana  is  the  wife  of  David  Shaffer,  of  this  township ; 
Alice  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Meyers,  of  Center  township;  Daniel  and 
Lemuel  reside  in  Stryker,  O. ; Charles  has  charge  of  the  old 
homestead  farm,  and  Olive  is  the  wife  of  Asa  Huff,  of  Pulaski 
township. 

PRESTON  ROSE,  general  superintendent  of  the  Oak  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  Edgerton,  to  which  position  he  has  recently 
been  promoted  from  that  of  foreman  of  the  basket  department,  is 
the  descendant  of  a prominent  Pennsylvania  family.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  A.  and  Betsey  M.  (Handy)  Rose,  who  emigrated  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Indiana  and  settled  on  a farm  near  the  town  of 
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Butler.  John  Rose,  the  grandfather  of  Preston  Rose,  was  a very 
successful  farmer  in  the  Keystone  state.  In  1876,  John  A.  Rose, 
having  disposed  of  his  farm  in  Indiana  at  a considerable  profit, 
removed  to  Minnesota,  where  he  resided  four  years,  when  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  Edgerton,  and  purchased  the  woolen  mill  located 
there,  and  conducted  it  successfully  until  his  death  in  March,  1904. 
Alfred  Rose,  a brother  of  John  A.  Rose,  served  with  distinction  in 
the  Civil  war.  Preston  Rose  attended  the  public  schools  until  ten 
years  of  age,  when  he  began  to  work  in  his  father’s  mill.  He  con- 
tinued in  this  business  until  twelve  years  ago,  when  he  became  an 
employe  in  a basket  factory,  and  in  1902  engaged  with  the  Oak 
Manufacturing  Company  as  foreman  of  their  basket  department. 
After  he  had  served  this  company  faithfully  for  three  years  as  fore- 
man, he  was  promoted  to  the  responsible  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  entire  plant,  which  position  he  now  holds.  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty  men  are  regularly  employed  by  this  company,  and 
its  products,  consisting  of  one  hundred  different  styles  of  baskets, 
are  shipped  to  all  sections  of  the  country.  As  a matter  of  course, 
this  success  is  largely  due  to  the  executive  ability  and  the  good 
business  sense  of  the  superintendent.  He  has  been  frugal  in  life, 
and  so  well  remunerated  for  his  services  that  he  has  not  only  be- 
come a stockholder  in  the  company,  but  has  also  been  enabled 
to  purchase  a comfortable  and  substantial  home.  In  Odd  Fellow- 
ship Preston  Rose  takes  a very  active  part,  having  several  times 
passed  all  of  the  chairs  of  that  organization.  He  married  Miss 
Alice  Harker,  the  daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  (Mowery)  Harker. 
Preston  Rose  has  met  with  success  because  he  has  attended  strictly 
to  his  own  business  and  has  led  the  fife  of  an  industrious  and  highly 
repected  citizen.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

JAMES  H.  ROTSELL  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  fine  farm 
properties  of  Pulaski  township,  where  he  is  successfully  following 
general  agricultural  pursuits,  including  the  raising  of  live  stock  of 
an  excellent  grade.  He  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
25th  of  July,  1863,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Oliver  J.,  and  Rebecah 
(Bachenstaugh)  Rotsell,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  North- 
ampton county,  Pa.,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1823,  and  the  latter 
was  likewise  a native  of  the  old  Keystone  State,  where  both  fam- 
ilies were  established  in  the  pioneer  epoch.  Both  Dr.  and  Rebecah 
Rotsell  had  been  previously  married,  and  each  had  one  child  by 
the  former  union.  Irene,  daughter  of  the  Doctor  by  his  first  marriage, 
died  when  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  Amanda  Miller,  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Rotsell  by  her  first  husband,  died  in  1896,  in  Stryker,  Ohio. 
Dr.  Rotsell  came  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  located  in  Shenan- 
doah, Richland  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  about  fifteen  years,  having  been  a man  of  high  scholastic 
and  professional  attainments.  In  that  county  was  solemnized  his 
second  marriage,  and  in  1865  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Wil- 
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iiams  county,  where  he  secured  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres 
of  wild  land,  in  section  14,  Pulaski  township,  and  under  his  able 
direction  much  of  this  land  was  cleared  and  made  available  for 
cultivation,  his  homestead  becoming  one  of  the  best  in  this  attrac- 
tive section.  The  Doctor  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion for  many  years,  and  he  died  in  the  city  of  Bryan,  this  county, 
on  the  14th  of  April,  1902,  while  his  cherished  and  devoted  wife 
was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  the  14th  of  November,  1904. 
Dr.  Rotsell  was  a man  of  positive  character  and  sterling  integrity, 
and  none  knew  him  but  to  accord  to  him  the  fullest  measure  of  con- 
fidence and  esteem.  Though  never  an  aspirant  for  office  he  took 
a loyal  interest  in  local  affairs  of  a public  nature  and  was  a stal- 
wart adherent  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  identified  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Universalist  church. 
Of  their  children  the  following  is  a brief  record:  Josephine  is  the 
widow  of  Dr.  Festus  A.  Snear,  and  resides  in  Bryan ; Oliver  C.  is 
a successful  stock-grower  of  Blackfoot,  Idaho;  Quintus  C.  resides 
on  the  old  homestead;  James  H.  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch ; Wiliam  C.  is  engaged  in  business  in  Defiance,  Ohio ; Sadie 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Morrison,  of  Bryan ; Ella  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Langel,  and  they  reside  in  the  State  of  Kansas.  James 
H.  Rotsell  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools, 
completing  a course  in  the  graded  school  in  Bryan,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm.  In  1899  Pur_ 
chased  his  present  farm,  known  as  the  George  Pask  place,  in  sec- 
tion 14,  Pulaski  township,  and  the  same  comprises  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  improved  with  good  buildings  and  maintained 
under  effective  cultivation,  while  he  also  devotes  no  little  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  prime  grades  of  live  stock.  He  has  been  a 
farmer  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  active  career,  and  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  details  and  his  progressive  methods  have 
enabled  him  to  derive  the  maximum  returns  from  his  efforts.  In 
politics  he  accords  a stanch  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  October  27,  1887,  Mr.  Rotsell  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Florence  Silliman,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Williams 
county,  being  a daughter  of  Britton  Silliman,  a representative 
farmer  of  Pulaski  township.  Of  this  union  have  been  born  two 
children,  Elery  J.,  who  was  born  May  29,  1889;  and  Leona  V., 
who  died  in  August,  1902,  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

JOHN  D.  RUMSEY,  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
Williams  county,  being  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  drain 
tile,  sewer  pipe;  building  brick,  fire  brick  and  allied  products,  at 
Stryker,  was  born  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  and  is  a son  of  John  G.  and  Roxana  L.  (Stubbs)  Rum- 
sey.  John  G.  Rumsey  was  born  in  the  village  of  Newfield,  Tomp- 
kins county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1832,  being  a son  of  Moses 
34 
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and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Rumsey,  both  of  whom  were  born  and 
reared  in  the  old  Empire  State,  where  the  father  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  and  was  also  engaged  in  farming.  In  1866  they  removed 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, while  he  served  in  various  offices  of  local  trust.  Of  the  ten 
children  in  the  family  only  two  are  now  living,  Moses,  who  is  a 
resident  of  St.  Louis ; and  John  G.  The  latter  secured  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  remaining  at  the  paternal 
home  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  set  forth  to  fight 
the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  responsibility.  He  finally  found  em- 
ployment in  connection  with  the  construction  work  on  the  New 
York  & Erie  railroad,  having  charge  of  the  blacksmith  and  tool 
works,  and  later  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Ohio  & Mississippi 
Railroad  Company,  in  a similar  capacity.  He  came,  west  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  was  foreman  of  construction  for  this  railroad  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  went  to  work  on  the  Wabash  railroad, 
having  his  headquarters  in  Lafayette,  Ind.,  and  he  also  had  charge 
of  the  operation  of  a steam  shovel.  His  health  finally  became  im- 
paired and  he  returned  to  the  State  of  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1857,  when  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  pur- 
chased two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  section  21,  Springfield  town- 
ship, about  one-half  of  the  tract  having  been  cleared.  He  engaged 
in  general  farming,  and  for  two  years  also  raised  tobacco,  the  first 
propagated  in  the  county,  the  product  being  abundant  and  of  good 
quality.  In  i860  Mr.  Rumsey  joined  the  throng  oi  goldseekers 
who  were  making  their  way  to  Pike’s  Peak,  Colo.  He  joined  a 
party  which  had  an  equipment  of  twenty  wagons,  and  which  trans- 
ported a quartz  mill,  he  having  charge  of  the  train,  which  had  a 
successful  trip,  making  the  overland  journey  from  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
to  Colorado  in  about  sixty-five  days.  Pie  was  engaged  in  mining 
in  Colorado  about  six  months,  meeting  with  indifferent  success, 
and  then  returned  to  Williams  county.  Here  his  marriage  had 
been  solemnized  May  9,  1859,  when  Miss  Roxana  L.  Stubbs  be- 
came his  wife,  she  being  a daughter  of  William  M.  Stubbs,  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  the  county.  In  1861  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rumsey  went 
to  New  York  State,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1865. 
when  he  returned  to  Williams  county  and  resumed  his  agricultural 
operations,  finally  disposing  of  his  original  farm  and  purchasing 
his  present  finely  improved  homestead.  During  the  intervening 
years  he  has  been  actively  identified  with  farming  in  this  county 
for  the  greater  portion  of  the  time,  though  for  a number  of  years 
he  traveled  through  Ohio,  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Michigan 
as  a traveling  salesman.  Later  he  purchased  the  brick  and  tile 
works  now  operated  by  his  son,  John  D.,  in  Stryker.  He  is  now 
living  practically  retired  in  Stryker,  where  he  has  a nice  home,  and 
where  he  and  his  wife  have  a wide  circle  of  loyal  friends.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  various  business  enterprises  and  is  one 
of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Williams  county.  He  is  the  owner 
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of  a landed  estate  of  two  hundred  acres,  in  this  county,  and  leases 
the  same.  He  is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  his  political  proclivities, 
and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  Mrs.  Rumsey  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  sons,  of  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sketch  is  the  younger.  Horace  S.,  who  died  on  the  5th 
of  November,  1895,  was  at  the  time  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
in  Stryker,  and  also  conducted  a hardware  business  in  Waldron, 
Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  across  the  state  line  from  Williams  county. 
He  served  as  postmaster  of  Stryker  and  was  a prominent  and 
highly  honored  citizen  and  business  man.  He  married  Miss  Lucy 
Schuler,  who  survives  him,  as  does  also  their  only  child,  Floyd, 
who,  with  his  mother,  still  resides  in  Stryker.  John  D.  Rumsey, 
whose  name  introduces  this  article,  was  afforded  the  advantages 
of  the  public  schools  and  remained  at  the  parental  home,  assisting 
his  father  in  his  various  business  operations  until  his  marriage, 
and  he  succeeded  his  father  in  the  brick  and  tile  business,  which 
he  has  since  conducted  with  much  energy,  discrimination  and  con- 
sequent success,  well  upholding  the  high  prestige  of  the  family 
name  in  connection  with  public-spirited  citizenship  and  valuable 
productive  enterprise  in  fields  of  legitimate  business  industry.  The 
business  which  he  now  controls  was  established  in  1882  by  Walter 
I.  Pepple,  and  in  1888  the  plant  and  business  passed  into  the  pos- 
session of  John  G.  and  John  D.  Rumsey,  who  have  greatly  ampli- 
fied the  capacity  and  functions  of  the  same  since  assuming  con- 
trol, while  the  business  has  been  conducted  under  the  name  of  J. 
D.  Rumsey  since  the  change  in  ownership  noted.  In  the  plant, 
which  is  an  extensive  one  and  equipped  with  the  most  modern 
machinery  and  accessories,  are  manufactured  superior  lines  of  drain 
tile,  sewer  pipe,  hollow-block  Y’s  and  T’s,  building  and  fire  brick, 
fire  clay,  etc.,  while  the  concern  also  handles  lime,  cement,  wall 
plaster,  concrete  building  blocks  and  other  building  supplies,  be- 
sides coal,  wood  and  ice.  The  business  is  constantly  expanding 
in  scope  and  importance,  extending  into  Michigan,  Ohio  and  other 
States,  and  under  the  progressive  management  of  Mr.  Rumsey 
it  has  come  to  represent  one  of  the  most  valuable  adjuncts  to  the 
industrial  status  not  only  of  Stryker  but  also  of  the  county.  The 
county  has  no  more  public-spirited  and  loyal  citizen  than  the 
popular  young  business  man  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated,  and 
he  is  never  neglectful  of  any  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  no  mat- 
ter how  pressing  the  demands  of  his  private  business  interests. 
He  is  a valued  worker  in  the  local  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  his  services  have  been  in  requisition  in  his  home  city,  where 
popular  appreciation  of  his  eligibility  has  been  manifested,  in  that 
he  has  been  retained  as  mayor  for  the  last  seven  years,  giving 
an  administration  which  has  been  characterized  by  wise  and  pro- 
gressive ideas,  while  previously  he  was  a member  of  the  municipal 
council  for  four  years  and  served  two  years  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  education.  He  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
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Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
in  which  latter  he  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge  in  the  city  of  Toledo. 
Mrs.  Rumsey  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  1903  Mr. 
Rumsey  erected  his  fine  brick  residence,  which  is  modern  in  archi- 
tectural design  and  all  equipments,  being  one  of  the  handsomest 
residences  in  the  county.  I11  October,  1886,  John  D.  Rumsey  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Leah  Louys,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Williams  county,  being  a daughter  of  Frederick  Louys,  who  was 
born  in  France,  having  been  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  parents’  immigration  to  America.  Peter  Louys,  father  of  Fred- 
erick, settled  in  Springfield  township,  this  county,  where  he  was 
identified  with  farming  until  his  death.  Frederick  was  for  a time 
employed  on  the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern  railroad,  and 
finally  he  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business  in  Stryker, 
building  up  a large  and  substantial  enterprise  and  continuing  to 
be  identified  with  the  same  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Janu- 
ary 3,  1903.  His  widow  still  resides  in  .Stryker,  and  of  their  seven 
children,  six  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rumsey  have  one  son,  Louys 
A.,  who  was  born  May  7,  1889,  and  who  is  being  afforded  the  best 
of  educational  advantages. 

ROSWELL  A.  RUSSELL,  a prominent  and  successful  mer- 
chant of  Bryan,  was  born  in  West  Unity,  March  20,  i860.  He  is 
descended  from  an  influential  English  family,  founded  in  America 
in  the  Seventeenth  century  by  three  brothers  who  settled  in  the 
New  England  colonies,  two  in  Maine  and  one  in  Massachusetts. 
His  grandfather,  James  Russell,  the  son  of  James  Russell,  came 
west  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  located  first  near  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  he  married  Miss  Cynthia  Leach,  and  then  removed  to  West 
Unity,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  shoemaking.  To  these 
parents  the  following  children  were  born:  Franklin  P.,  the  father 

of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Martin,  and 
after  his  death  the  wife  of  Ezekiel  Griffin,  of  Fayette,  Ohio ; George, 
deceased,  late  a minister  of  the  Baptist  church;  Alice,  now  Mrs. 
Cline,  residing  near  Liberty  Center,  Ohio ; Cynthia  and  Warren, 
both  deecased ; Allen,  who  resides  near  Morenci,  Mich.,  and  Ida, 
now  Airs.  Flickinger,  of  Liberty  Center.  Franklin  P.  Russell 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade.  After  his  marriage  in  West  Unity, 
about  1862,  he  removed  to  Bryan,  where  for  some  time  he  was  an 
employee  in  the  shoe  establishment  of  a Mr.  Fairfield.  Then  he 
became  a traveling  salesman  of  Samuel  Kennard,  a wholesale  shoe 
merchant  of  Cleveland.  His  death  occurred  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  Roswell  A.  Russell  was  William 
Cline,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  ancestors  emigrated  in  an 
early  day  from  Germany  to  that  State.  He  first  removed  to  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio,  and  in  1837  to  Williams  county,  locating  at 
West  Unity,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  mer- 
chandising. During  the  gold  fever  of  1849  he  went  to  California 
and  was  never  heard  of  afterward.  His  widow,  who  before  her 
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marriage  was  Miss  Hannah  Tyndall,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  removed  with  her  parents  to  Huron  county,  O.,  in  an  early  day. 
She  died  in  Bryan  in  April,  1904,  aged  eighty  years.  To  William 
Cline  and  wife  these  children  were  born:  Sarah  M.  and  James 

K.  P.,  the  latter  of  whom,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  enlisted  in 
Company  C of  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  in  1861 
and  died  at  Danville,  Ky.  Roswell  A.  Russell  was  but  ten  years 
old  when  his  mother  died.  After  the  death  of  his  father  she  married 
again  and  he  removed  with  her  to  Portland,  Mich.,  in  1868.  Two 
years  later,  immediately  after  his  mother’s  death,  he  returned  with 
his  grandmother  to  Bryan.  To  the  second  marriage  of  his  mother 
one  daughter  was  born,  named  Ida  M.,  now  the  wife  of  R.  M. 
Rice,  of  Bryan.  When  only  thirteen  years  old  Roswell  A.  Russell 
began  to  make  his  own  living  by  working’  at  various  occupations. 
For  nine  years  he  was  employed  in  the  Bryan  foundry  and  the 
Bryan  Manufacturing  Company,  in  the  meantime  attending  school 
during  the  winter  months.  Then  for  a time  he  was  engaged  in  the 
dray  and  express  business,  following  that  employment  by  acting 
as  traveling  salesman  for  a wholesale  house.  After  a brief  experi- 
ence in  the  restaurant  and  confectionery  business,  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  H.  M.  Clodfelter  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  two  years,  carrying  a limited  stock  of  goods.  Selling  his 
interest  in  this  establishment  to  his  partner,  he  bought  a stock  of 
clothing  at  a bankrupt  sale  and  drifted  into  the  clothing  and  shoe 
trade.  Two  years  later  he  formed  a partnership  with  C.  E.  Thomas, 
and  under  the  firm  name  of  Russell  & Thomas  the  business  has 
ever  since  been  successfully  conducted.  This  establishment  carries 
a large  stock  of  clothing,  shoes  and  ladies’  and  gents’  furnishings. 
Mr.  Russell  is  a Chapter  Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  He  chose  as  his  life  partner  Miss  Clara 
E.  Hogue,  a native  of  Florence  township,  and  the  daughter  of 
Milton  and  Sophia  (Miser)  Hogue.  The  first  representative  of 
the  Hogue  family  to  come  to  Williams  county  was  Jonathan 
Hogue,  who  located  in  Florence  township  in  1837,  where  lie  died 
and  where  his  widow  still  resides  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  To  Roswell  A.  Russell  and  wife  the  following  children 
have  been  born : Charles  E.,  who  married  Miss  Maude  E.  Blair,  and 
is  an  employee  in  his  father’s  store,  and  Harry  E.,  an  accountant  of 
Toledo,  O. 

MARTIN  D.  SANDERS,  a prominent  public  and  school  official  of 
St.  Joseph  township,  is  of  German  descent,  his  father  and  grandparents 
having  been  born  in  Germany,  where  the  family  owned  a fine  farm. 
In  1840  Anthony  and  Marv  Sanders,  the  grandparents  of  Martin  D. 
Sanders,  emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  the  former  died  in  1852  and  the  latter  in  1874.  Francis  A. 
Sanders,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many in  1825  and  was  fifteen  years  old  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  New  York.  There  he  grew  to  manhood.  For  some  years 
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lie  was  engaged  in  business  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  took  a very  active 
part  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  city.  In  1868  he  removed  to  Ohio 
and  located  in  St.  Joseph  township.  Williams  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres,  which  he  soon 
brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  equipped  with  up-to-date 
and  commodious  buildings.  In  1879  11C  'vent  to  Saline,  Kan.,  and 
spent  two  years  there.  In  1849  lie  married  Miss  Mary  L.  Siever  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Frank  L.  (deceased),  John  C., 
Joseph,  William  A.,  Martin  D.  and  Mary  A.  lie  died  in  1895.  aged 
seventy  years.  Martin  D.  Sanders  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
November  13,  1863,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  St.  Joseph  town- 
ship, where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  township  and  of  Edgerton.  In 
farming  he  has  been  very  successful,  as  his  valuable  farm  near  Edger- 
ton proves.  In  school  affairs  he  has  taken  the  deepest  interest,  hav- 
ing served  on  the  township  school  board  for  the  past  twelve  years, 
and  is  now  the  president  of  the  same.  In  1901  lie  was  elected  chair- 
man of  the  township  board  of  trustees  and  re-elected  three  years 
later.  In  politics  he  is  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic  party 
and  in  1903  was  a member  of  the  county  central  committee.  Mr. 
Sanders  is  a member  of  the  organization  known  as  the  Maccabees. 
He  married  Miss  Della  Stevens,  the  daughter  of  John  H.  Stevens,  a 
pioneer  settler  of  St.  Joseph  township  and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  named 
Ralph,  Steven  and  Mildred,  all  still  at  home  and  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Edgerton.  Martin  D.  Sanders  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful men  of  Williams  county,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  part 
in  furthering  any  enterprise  calculated  to  benefit  the  people  of  that 
county.  It  is  his  happy  lot  to  be  respected  and  highly  esteemed  by 
his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Edgerton,  O. 

PROF'.  WILLIAM  A.  SAUNDERS,  superintendent  of  the  public 
'schools  of  Montpelier,  is  the  representative  of  a prominent  English 
family,  remotely  related  to  Lord  Townley,  that  emigrated  to  America 
in  an  early  day.  His  grandfather  was  Reuben  Saunders,  a native  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  He  is  the  son  of  Stephen  Tillottson  and' 
Rachel  Teresa  (Bassett)  Saunders,  both  natives  of  New  York  State, 
the  latter  being  also  of  English  descent.  In  1853  Stephen  T.  Saun- 
ders came  to  Ashtabula  county,  O.,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Orwell 
township,  where  he  pursued  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  died  at 
the  homestead  in  1863,  and  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Ivory  Bassett, 
survived  him  six  years.  To  these  parents  there  were  born  two  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Ivory  Bassett,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, enlisted  in  Company  A of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  died 
at  Camp  Chase,  O.,  in  1862.  He  was  a magnificent  specimen  of 
physical  manhood,  being  six  feet  and  three  and  one-half  inches  tall. 
Matilda  Maria  was  born  in  Eric  county,  Pa.,  and  died  when  six 
months  old;  and  William  A.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  William  A. 
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Saunders  was  born  in  Wayne  township,  Erie  county,  Pa.,  on  June  30, 
1851.  He  was  reared  on  the  parental  farm  and  secured  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Orwell  Normal  Institute,  Orwell,  O., 
from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  1872.  The  same  year,  through 
an  appointment  of  James  A.  Garfield,  following  a competitive  exami- 
nation, he  received  the  appointment  of  Cadet  to  the  West  Point 
Military  Academy,  reporting  for  admission  in  June,  1872.  After  an 
attendance  of  two  years  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Ohio.  In  1875 
he  came  to  Williams  county  and  taught  for  several  terms.  In  1879 
he  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  Montpelier  schools  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  six  years.  His  next  appointment  was.  to  the 
superintendency  of  the  Stryker  schools,  which  position  he  filled  for 
three  years,  and  then  for  five  years  he  held  a like  position  in  the 
Bryan  schools.  Following  his  work  in  the  Bryan  schools  he  served 
for  four  years  as  manager  of  the  Educational  Publishing  Company, 
and  he  is  now  serving  his  seventh  consecutive  year  as  superintendent 
of  the  Montpelier  schools.  During  this  time  he  hUs  for  five  years 
held  the  office  of  County  School  Examiner,  having  received  his  ap- 
pointment at  the  hands  of  Judge  Martin  Perky.  Since  1889  he  has 
held  a life  certificate  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Saunders  is  a prominent  Mason, 
holding  membership  in  the  Bryan  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  the 
Wauseon  Council  and  the  Adrian,  Mich.,  Commandery.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Montpelier  Lodge  of  Independen: 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Bryan  Encampment  of  the  latter 
order.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Johnson,  born  in  Northwest  township, 
the  daughter  of  Aldis  Johnson,  who  was  of  Scotch  nativity  and  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Northwest  township,  coming  to  Williams  county 
from  Vermont  in  1843.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Johnson  his  widow 
has  made  her  home  with  Mr.  Saunders.  One  daughter,  Nellie  Lud- 
low, deceased,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saunders.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Bryan  and  Stryker  schools. 

MICHAEL  M.  SCHAEFFER.  — Varied  as  are  the  vocations  to 
which  man  turns  his  attention,  the  great  basic  industry  of  agriculture 
is  one  which  has  never  been  subordinated  to  any  other,  and  the 
cumulative  wealth  and  prosperity  of  all  nations  have  depended  largely 
on  the  sturdy  husbandmen.  Williams  county,  from  the  pioneer  days 
to  the  present,  has  enlisted  in  the  development  and  promotion  of  its 
agricultural  interests  a class  of  energetic,  reliable  and  able  men,  and 
no  further  evidence  of  this  is  demanded  than  that  offered  in  tne  ap- 
pearance of  the  hundreds  of  beautiful  farms  within  its  borders.  One 
of  these  fine  landed  estates  is  that  of  Mr.  Schaeffer,  in  section  22, 
Springfield  township,  and  he  gave  his  personal  attention  to  the 
operation  of  the  place  until  1903,  when  he  removed  to  Stryker,  where 
he  has  since  lived  measurably  retired  from  active  business.  Mr. 
Schaeffer  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  having  been  born  near  the 
city  of  Dayton,  Montgomery  county,  on  the  26th  of  September,  1832, 
son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  (Winters)  Schaeffer,  the  former  of  whom 
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was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  in  Maryland.  John  C.  Schaef- 
fer was  reared  in  the  Keystone  State,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter.  He  was  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Montgomery 
county,  O.,  where  he  was  married  and  where  he  remained  until  1840, 
when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Williams  county,  making  the  trip 
overland  with  a one-horse  wagon.  The  family  resided  about  six 
months  in  Evansport,  (now  Defiance  county),  and  then  took  up  their 
residence  on  the  pioneer  farm  in  Springfield  township.  Here  the 
father  secured  eighty-six  acres  of  wild  land,  upon  which  a small  clear- 
ing had  been  made  and  a log  cabin  erected.  He  reclaimed  a con- 
siderable portion  of  the  land  and  made  good  improvements  for  the 
day,  and  he  also  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  at  intervals.  He  died 
on  this  old  homestead  in  1851,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1883,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  eightv-three  years.  John  C.  Schaeffer  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  held  various  township  offices,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
church.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  all  but  one  of 
whom  attained  maturity,  and  five  of  the  number  are  living  at  the 
present  time.  Rebecca  and  Thomas  are  deceased,  as  is  also  David, 
whose  twin  brother,  Valentine,  resides  in  Dayton,  O;  Susanna  is  de- 
ceased ; John  W.  is  a resident  of  Gratiot  county,  Mich. ; Michael  W. 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Adeline  is  deceased;  Harriet  resides  at 
Burlington  Junction,  Mo.;  and  Mary  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Wesley  B. 
Kitzmiller,  of  Stryker.  Michael  W.  Schaeffer  was  about  eight  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents’  removal  to  the  wilds  of  Williams 
county,  where  he  assisted  in  the  reclamation  of  the  home  farm,  his 
educational  advantages  being  naturally  limited,  as  very  few  schools 
had  been  established  in  this  section,  and  these  were  primitive.  He 
continued  on  the  home  farm  after  the  death  of  his  father,  caring  for 
his  mother  with  much  devotion,  and  the  homestead  is  a portion  of  his 
present  estate,  which  comprises  two  hundred  and  six  acres,  of  which 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  are  under  effective  cultivation ; and  the 
place  is  improved  with  good  buildings  and  is  one  of  the  valuable 
farms  of  Springfield  township.  Mr.  Schaeffer  continued  to  give  his 
personal  supervision  to  his  farm  until  1903,  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Stryker,  where  he  is  now  living  retired,  as  has  already 
been  noted  in  this  article.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  has 
served  as  township  trustee  and  school  director,  though  never  ambi- 
tious for  official  preferment.  He  has  been  a zealous  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  for  half  a century,  and  Mrs.  Schaeffer 
likewise  is  a devoted  member.  At  Evansport,  Defiance  county,  on 
the  nth  of  May,  1856,  Mr.  Schaeffer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nancy  Grimes,  who  was  born  in  Guernsey  county,  O.,  July  27,  1837, 
being  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Jane  Elizabeth  (Duffy)  Grimes, 
who  became  pioneers  of  Henry  county,  where  both  died.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schaeffer  have  ten  children,  concerning  whom  brief  record  is 
here  given : Ina  M.  is  the  wife  of  Mezzina  Slusser,  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of  DuPage  county,  111.,  where  he  is  serving  on  the  cir- 
cuit bench,  maintaining  his  home  in  Downer’s  Grove  and  having  an 
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office  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Slusser  have  five  sons. 
Ambrose  M.  Schaeffer,  who  is  a carpenter  and  builder  of  Stryker, 
married  Miss  Flora  Swank,  and  they  have  three  children.  Alta  M. 
is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Christy,  a farmer  of  Springfield  township,  and 
they  have  four  children;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Edward  L.  Ditto,  a mer- 
chant of  Bryan,  and  they  have  one  son.  Thomas  J.,  who  is  a success- 
ful farmer  of  Springfield  township,  married  Miss  Maggie  Prettyman, 
and  they  have  four  children.  Marv  S.  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  H. 
Reynolds,  a grocer  in  Stryker,  and  they  have  four  children.  Kathrine 
I.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Clarkson  P.  Hockett,  of  Kouts,  Ind. ; Ervin,  who 
married  Miss  Lillian  Young,  has  charge  of  his  father's  home- 
stead farm.  Olive  E.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Stoner,  of  Vilas, 
Kansas.  Frederick  W.  is  second  gunner  on  the  “Dauphin,”  a war 
vessel  of  the  United  States  navy,  in  which  he  has  served  four  years. 

JACOB  F.  SCHIEBER  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  in  section  6, 
Superior  township,  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  representative  agri- 
culturists and  sterling  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  county.  He  was 
born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1853,  and  is  the 
eldest  of  the  five  children  born  to  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Fink)  Schic- 
ber,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  Germany,  where  the  fa- 
ther followed  farming  and  ropemaking  as  a vocation  until  1862,  when 
he  immigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Defiance  county,  O.,  where  he 
maintained  his  home  for  a number  of  years,  finally  removing  to  Texas, 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  They  were  members  of  the  German 
Methodist  church,  in  which  he  was  a class  leader  about  five  years,  and 
in  politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican.  Of  the  other  four  children  in 
the  family  it  may  be  noted  that  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Shoup; 
Frederick  is  a resident  of  Denver,  Colo.;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Martin;  and  William  was  last  heard  from  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  Jacob 
F.  Schieber,  Jr.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  secured  his  rudimentary  edu- 
cational training  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his  fatherland  and  was 
about  nine  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  the 
United  States.  He  continued  to  attend  school  in  Defiance  county, 
O.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  associated  in  the  work  of  the  home 
farm,  and  he  has  ever  continued  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits,  win- 
ning independence  through  his  earnest  and  honorable  efforts.  He 
came  to  Williams  county  about  1873  and  purchased  his  present  farm, 
which  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres,  nearly  all  being 
under  effective  cultivation,  and  the  buildings  and  other  improvements 
are  of  substantial  character,  indicating  the  thrift  and  good  manage- 
ment of  the  owner.  Mr.  Schieber  is  a loyal  adherent  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  United 
Brethren  church,  his  first  wife  having  been  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church.  In  1879  Mr.  Schieber  married  Miss  Alice 
Page,  daughter  of  William  E.  Page,  of  Superior  township,  and  she 
died  August  28,  1902,  leaving  four  children,  William,  Irwin,  Marv 
and  John.  The  eldest  son  married  Mabel  Kirk,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Earl.  O11  Thanksgiving  day  of  the  year  1903  Mr.  Schieber 
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consummated  a second  marriage,  being  then  united  to  Mrs.  Cora  Mc- 
Cabe of  Northwest  township.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Asal  and  Mar- 
tha J.  (Van  Imins)  Ackley.  Mrs.  Schieber  was  born  in  Defiance 
county,  O.,  on  September  7,  1863,  and  came  with  her  first  husband, 
Lucius  McCabe,  to  Williams  county  in  1884.  The  pleasant  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schieber  is  a most  hospitable  one  and  they  have  many 
friends  in  the  community,  being  accorded  uniform  respect  and  es- 
teem by  all  who  know  them. 

ADOLPH  SCHMACHTENBERGER,  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  Pulaski  township,  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  Wil- 
liams county  and  is  a member  of  one  of  its  well-known  pioneer 
families.  He  was  born  in  Bryan,  the  judicial  center  of  this  county, 
on  the  29th  of  June,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Susanah 
(Miller)  Schmachtenberger,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Can- 
ton township,  Stark  county,  O.,  in  1816,  while  the  latter  was  bom 
in  Paris,  that  county,  where  the  respective  families  were  founded 
in  the  early  pioneer  era.  The  father  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Stark  county,  where  he  received  a good  common-school  education, 
and  also  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  In  1846  lie  came  to  Williams 
county  and  secured  a quarter  section  of  wild  and  heavily  timbered 
land  in  section  33,  Pulaski  township,  no  roads  having  as  yet  been 
constructed  in  this  now  beautiful  and  opulent  section  of  the  county. 
After  thus  locating  his  embryonic  farm  he  returned  to  Stark  county, 
where  he  was  shortly  afterward  married,  and  in  1847  he  came  with 
his  young  wife  to  Williams  county  and  took  up  his  residence  ip 
Bryan,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  about  seven  years,  in  the 
meanwhile  hiring  men  to  do  some  clearing  on  his  farm.  He  finally 
took  up  his  residence  on  the  homestead,  having  erected  a two-room 
log  house,  eighteen  by  twenty-four  feet  in  dimensions,  and  this 
continued  to  be  the  family  domicile  until  1869,  when  he  erected  the 
substantial  brick  house  which  is  still  standing,  having  manufactured 
the  necessary  brick  on  the  farm.  He  carried  forward  the  work  of 
reclaiming  and  cultivating  his  farm,  and  did  more  or  less  work 
at  his  trade,  becoming  one  of  the  most  influential  and  honored  citi- 
zens of  Ptilaski  township,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  August  15,  1894.  His  first  wife  died  on 
October  14,  1889,  and  he  later  married  Johanna  Griener,  a widow, 
of  Richland  county,  O.,  and  she  survived  him,  passing  the  closing 
years  of  her  life  in  Michigan.  No  children  were  born  of  the  second 
marriage,  and  of  the  seven  children  of  the  first  union  only  two  are 
living.  The  names  of  the  children  are  here  entered  in  order  of 
birth:  Cleophas,  Adolph,  Rudolph,  Ada,  Samuel  and  Simon  (twins), 
and  Ida.  The  two  living  are  Adolph,  whose  name  initiates  this 
sketch,  and  Ada,  who  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Farber,  of  Defiance 
county,  O.  Adolph  Schmachtenberger  was  reared  to  the  sturdy 
discipline  of  the  homestead  farm,  in  whose  reclamation  and  cultiva- 
tion he  lent  his  quota  of  aid.  while  his  educational  advantages  were 
those  afforded  in  the  primitive  log  school  house  of  the  locality  and 
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period.  He  continued  to  be  associated  in  the  work  and  manage- 
ment of  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years,  when  he  was  married,  after  which  he  passed  one  year 
on  the  farm  of  his  wife’s  parents.  In  1880  he  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  comprises  eighty-two  acres  of  the  old  homestead 
of  his  father,  all  being*  available  for  cultivation  except  eight  acres, 
which  are  still  covered  with  the  native  timber.  Mr.  Schmachten- 
berger  erected  his  present  commodious  and  comfortable  residence 
in  1881,  and  in  the  following  year  built  the  large  and  well  equipped 
barn,  and  all  other  improvements  on  the  place  are  of  the  best  type, 
indicating  progressive  ancl  enterprising  management  on  the  part 
of  the  owner.  He  raises  the  various  agricultural  products  best 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate,  and  also  has  on  his  place  each  sea- 
son a select  assortment  of  high-grade  live  stock — cattle,  horses  and 
swine — while  the  place  yields  a fine  variety  of  orchard  and  small 
fruits.  In  political  affairs  Mr.  Schmachtenberger  maintains  an  in- 
dependent attitude,  voting  for  the  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
meeting  the  approval  of  his  judgment,  and  he  has  never  consented 
to  become  a candidate  for  office,  save  that  he  has  been  a school 
director  of  his  district.  In  1877  Mr.  Schmachtenberger  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Christena  B.  Smeltz.  who  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  O.,  being  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  (Lebold) 
Smeltz,  who  were  pioneers  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Schmachtenberger 
died  in  1887,  being  survived  by  four  children,  namely:  Susana  H., 
who  remains  with  her  father ; Mary  Luella,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Stanley  Bishop,  of  Bryan;  Carrie  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lester  J. 
Salsbury,  of  Pulaski  township,  and  Chauncey  F.,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm.  In  1888  Mr. 
Schmachtenberger  married  Miss  Susan  Miller,  who  was  born  in 
Stark  county,  O.,  being  a daughter  of  Henry  J.  and  Rachel  (Baum) 
Miller,  who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  they  removed  to 
Stark  county,  O.,  in  an  early  day  and  later  to  Richland  county, 
then  to  Putnam  county  and  in  the  year  1851  to  Florence  township, 
W illiams  county,  where  Mr.  Miller  died  in  March,  1885.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schmachtenberger  have  no  children.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Evangelical  church. 

DAVID  SCHALL,  a successful  farmer  and  well  known  citizen 
of  Florence  township,  is  a native  of  Superior  township,  having 
bcc-11  born  on  a farm  within  a mile  of  Montpelier  on  February  17, 
1845.  His  parents  were  William  H.  and  Mary  Ann  (Heavett) 
Schall,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  the  latter  having  been  born  within 
three  miles  of  Harper’s  Ferry.  His  grandfather,  John  M.  Schall,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  came  to  Seneca  county,  O..  and  located  on  a 
farm  near  Tiffin,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  William  H.  Schall  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  parental  farm,  having  come  to  Seneca  county  with  his  parents. 
Having  chosen  farming  as  his  avocation  he  began  early  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  In  1844  be  removed  to  Superior  town- 
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ship,  Williams  county,  and  there  purchased,  cleared  and  cultivated 
a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Republican.  For  eleven  years,  including  the  stirring  period  of  the 
Civil  war,  he  served  as  trustee  of  Superior  township.  In  religious 
matters  both  he  and  his  wife  entertained  quite  liberal  views, 
neither  being  identified  with  any  religious  denomination.  In  1888, 
while  on  a visit  to  Eaton  Rapids,  Mich.,  he  died,  his  wife  having 
died  twenty-five  years  before.  Of  the  twelve  children  born  to 
these  parents  ten  are  still  living.  David  Schall  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  received  only  a limited  education,  as  the  common 
schools  of  that  day  had  not  yet  reached  their  present  high  stan- 
dard. Having  purchased  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Florence  town- 
ship, he  proceeded  at  once  to  clear  and  improve  the  land,  erecting 
substantial  and  convenient  buildings  on  it.  Altogether  he  has 
cleared  more  than  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  abundant  proof  of 
his  enterprise  and  industry.  In  public  affairs  he  has  always  taken 
a deep  interest,  having  served  as  supervisor  for  many  years  and  as 
cemetery  trustee  for  fourteen  consecutive  years.  He  is  a farmer  by 
occupation,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  with  his  wife  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  he  himself  having  been  iden- 
tified with  that  organization  for  the  past  thirty  years.  In  August, 
1865,  he  chose  as  his  helpmeet  on  life’s  journey,  Miss  Emily  Fle- 
gal,  a native  of  Columbiana  county,  O.,  where  she  was  born  in 
1847,  and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  Flegal,  who  came  to 
Jefferson  township  in  pioneer  days.  Mr.  Flegal  died  in  Steuben 
county,  Ind.,  and  his  wife  at  Bosworth,  Mo.  Two  sons  have  been 
bom  to  David  Schall  and  wife.  William  C.,  the  elder,  was  born 
May  24,  1869,  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  trained  for  the 
occupation  of  farming.  He  resides  in  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  where 
he  married  Miss  Ida  Cook,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Cook,  whose 
father  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  them  there  have 
been  born  three  children.  They  are : Leroy,  Arden  and  Marie. 

Ernest  E.,  the  younger,  was  born  November  28,  1875,  educated  in 
the  district  and  Edon  high  schools,  and  is  a farmer  by  occupation, 
having  charge  of  the  homestead.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party.  In  1897  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Minnie 
Rockey,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Laura  (Lechleidner)  Rockey 
and  granddaughter  of  William  Rockey,  Sr.,  of  Florence  township. 
Mrs.  Schall  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Christian  Union  church. 
To  Ernest  Schall  and  wife  three  children  have  been  born.  They 
are : Erma,  Leon  and  Duane. 

THE  SCOTT  FAMILY  of  Williams  county,  of  which  Charles 
E.  Scott,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Bryan,  is  a member,  has  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  State  of  Ohio  for  more  than  a century. 
The  original  progenitor  of  this  branch  of  the  family  in  America 
was  Matthew  Scott,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  settled  in  Colum- 
biana county,  O.,  in  January,  1801,  where,  soon  after  his  arrival, 
he  married  Miss  Nancy  Eaton.  About  the  year  1809  he  removed 
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to  Wayne  county,  and  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  wife. 
Subsequently  he  contracted  a second  marriage  with  Miss  Lucinda 
Bevington.  By  these  two  marriages  he  became  the  father  of  six- 
teen children,  five  by  his  first  wife  and  eleven  by  his  second.  Rob- 
ert Scott,  the  grandfather  of  Charles  E.,  was  the  third  child  born 
to  the  first  marriage.  On  April  6,  1824,  in  Wayne  county,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Charlotte  Cunningham,  a native 
of  New  Jersey,  who  was  born  on  February  6,  1824,  and  died  in 
Wayne  comity  on  January  8,  1871.  On  September  7,  1877,  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Nancy  Austin,  after  which  he  removed  to  Stark  county, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  William  C.,  James,  Noah,  John,  Cunning- 

ham R.,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Olive.  William  C.  Scott,  the  father 
of  Charles  E,  and  a child  by  the  first  marriage,  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  on  January  23,  1825.  He  remained  at  home  until  1848, 
and  then  went  to  Fulton  county,  O.,  where  he  resided  one  year. 
Then  he  removed  to  Allen  county,  Ind.,  where  on  November  13, 
1851,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Millhouse,  who  was  born 
in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  on  September  14,  1822,  the  daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Margaret  Millhouse,  natives  of  Somerset  county, 
the  former  born  in  1799  an<3  the  latter  in  1802.  Abraham  Mill- 
house  was  married  in  1821,  and  in  1851  removed  to  Jackson 
county,  111.,  where  his  wife  died  on  November  3,  1873,  and  he  on 
August  10,  of  the  following  year.  After  his  marriage  William  C. 
Scott  left  Allen  county,  Ind.,  and  returned  to  Fulton  county,  O., 
and  resided  there  until  1855,  when  he  removed  to  Bryan,  Williams 
county.  'After  being  engaged  for  about  four  years  in  the  saw-mill 
business,  he  purchased  a farm  in  Center  township.  Seven  years 
later  he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  another  in  the  same  town- 
ship, which  he  made  his  permanent  residence.  ‘ To  William  C. 
Scott  and  wife  the  following  children  were  born : Margaret  A., 

Robert  A.,  Charles  E.,  H.  Winfield,  J.  Ellsworth  and  Matis  R. 
Robert  A.  Scott,  deceased,  the  eldest  son  of  William  C.  Scott,  in 
his  life  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Williams  county 
bar,  was  born  in  Fulton  county,  O.,  on  August  7,  1854,  and  died 
in  1886.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Center  township,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  the  district  schools.  In  1874,  after  having 
taught  for  several  years,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Pratt  & Bentley  in  Bryan.  He  then  attended  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
and  received  his  degree  in  the  spring  of  1876.  Continuing  in  the 
office  of  his  preceptors  until  November  of  that  year,  he  then 
formed  a partnership  with  Judge  Leidigh.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
as  a Democrat  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  of  Williams 
county,  his  competitor  being  C.  S.  Bentley,  one  of  his  preceptors. 
After  serving  two  years  with  ability  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  people,  he  was  re-nominated,  but  was  defeated  by  a nominal 
county  majority,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  ran  ahead  of  his 
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ticket.  In  1884  he  was  nominated  for  the  third  time  and  was  tri- 
umphantly elected,  defeating-  C.  H.  Masters,  now  a prominent 
attorney  of  Toledo,  O.  On  March  1,  1879,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Minnie  Meeks,  of  Wauseon,  Fulton  county.  To 
these  parents  there  were  born  four  children : Herma,  Bertha,  Wil- 
liam R.,  and  Mary. 

JOHN  MADISON  SHAFER,  postmaster  of  Edon  and  deputy 
State  supervisor  of  elections,  is  a native  of  Center  township,  where 
he  was  born  January  13,  1863.  He  is  the  son  °f  Franklin  and  Sidney 
(Snider)  Shafer,  the  former  born  in  Massillon,  O.,  October  30,  1830, 
and  the  latter  in  Jefiferson  township  on  May  29,  1837.  His  grand- 
parents were  Amasa  and  Elizabeth  (Hill)  Shafer,  the  former  a 
native  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  of  Stark  county,  O.  Amasa 
Shafer  removed  to  Stark  county  with  his  mother  and  two  brothers 
when  a child  and  was  married  there.  On  May  8,  1835,  he  and 
family  came  to  Williams  county  and  settled  in  the  woods  one  mile 
east  of  Melbern,  where  he  resided  three  and  one-half  years.  Then 
he  removed  to  west  of  Lick  Creek  church  and  located  on  a tract 
of  eighty-six  acres  of  timbered  land.  After  clearing  and  cultivat- 
ing this  land  for  a time  he  removed  to  Williams  Center  and  there 
followed  the  cooper  trade,  which  he  had  learned  while  growing  to 
manhood.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  then  an  Abolitionist 
and  finally  a Republican.  For  quite  a number  of  years  he  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  with  his  wife  was  actively  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  To  these  parents  there 
were  born  the  following  children:  William,  deceased;  Franklin; 

Washington;  Jane;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Lucinda;  Anson,  deceased; 
and  Mary,  deceased.  Mr.  Shafer's  maternal  grandparents,  John 
Snider  and  wife,  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Virginia  respectively, 
the  former  born  in  Columbiana  county,  in  March,  1800,  and  the 
latter  in  May  of  the  same  year.  After  their  marriage  in  Colum- 
biana county  they  removed  to  Williams  county,  in  1836,  and 
located  in  Jefiferson  township,  where  John  Snider  owned  and 
cleared  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  1864  he  re- 
moved to  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  where  he  resided  for  fifteen 
years  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres  and  followed  general  farming.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a Whig  and  then  a Republican.  He  and  wife 
were  actively  identified  with  the  Baptist  church.  In  1888,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years,  he  departed  this  life,  and  was  survived 
by  his  widow,  who  made  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Alphonso  Ewan  of  Bryan.  She  died  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety- 
one  years.  The  maternal  great-grandparents  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  were  William  and  Jane  (Hitchcock)  Hill,  the  former  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Scotland.  William  Hill  emi- 
grated to  America  and  settled  in  Stark  county,  O.,  in  a very  early 
day.  In  1835  he  removed  to  Center  township,  Williams  county, 
where  he  died  at  a ripe  age.  After  his  death  his  widow  made 
her  home  with  her  son,  William  Hill,  in  Henry  county,  111.,  and 
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there  died.  Andrew  Shafer,  his  paternal  great-grandfather,  was  a 
valiant  soldier  of  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution.  Franklin 
Shafer  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  his  education  by  attend- 
ing the  district  schools.  His  early  life  was  indeed  a strenuous  one, 
for  he  helped  to  clear  no  less  than  seven  different  farms.  In.  1864 
he  purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  located  two 
miles  north  and  two  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Edon,  of  which 
he  afterwards  sold  fifty  acres.  In  March,  1901,  he  removed  to 
Edon,  where  he  owns  a valuable  residence  and  about  two  acres 
of  ground.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican  and  in  religious  belief 
a Methodist,  of  which  denomination  his  wife  also  is  a devout  mem- 
ber. They  were  married  in  Center  township  on  April  13,  1862, 
and  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children : John  Madison,  and 
Lizzie,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  July  22,  1871,  educated  in  the 
common  school  and  married  to  Hiram  Anspaugh,  of  Florence 
township.  The  names  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anspaugh’s  children  are 
Donald,  Marion,  Sidney  and  Martha.  John  Madison  Shafer,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Robert  Morris,  was  eighteen  months  old  when 
he  moved  with  his  parents  to  the  farm  in  Florence  township  which 
he  now  owns.  His  education  was  acquired  by  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  the  Edon  high  school.  Having  learned  the 
carpenter  trade,  he  followed  that  occupation  for  two  years,  spend- 
ing the  winter  months  in  the  pine  woods  of  Northern  Michigan. 
Until  1884,  when  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  an  arm,  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  saw-milling.  He  then  removed  from  the  farm 
to  Edon  and  for  three  years  worked  for  L.  W.  Johnson,  canvass- 
ing for  agricultural  implements.  His  next  engagement  was  with 
the  Walter  A.  Wood  Reaping  and  Mowing  Machine  company,  for 
whom  he  worked  three  years.  The  three  following  years  he  acted 
as  assistant  manager  of  the  Cleveland  branch  of  the  Milwaukee1 
Harvesting  company,  traveling  over  Eastern  Ohio,  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York.  For  four  years  he  represented  the  Warder,  Bush- 
nell  & Glessner  company,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
two  years  and  at  Findlay,  O.,  two  years.  Upon  the  expiration  of 
his  contract  with  this  firm  he  returned  to  his  farm  and  spent  two 
years  there.  On  August  1,  1904,  he  received  the  appointment  of 
deputy  State  supervisor  of  elections  from  Secretary  of  State  Lay- 
lin.  On  March  1,  1905,  he  took  charge  of  the  postoffice  at  Edon. 
to  which  office  he  had  been  appointed  a short  time  beforehand. 
He  is  a Republican,  an  Odd  Fellow,  a Knight  of  Pythias,  and  with 
his  wife  and  son  William  a member  of  the  Methodist  church.  On 
September  10,  1887,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Harriet  J.  VanFossen, 
born  in  Northwest  township,  November  26,  1869.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Clarissa  (Ely)  VanFossen.  William 
VanFossen  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war.  He  died  Septem- 
ber 14,  1877,  and  is  survived  by  his  widow  who  resides  in  Edon. 
He  and  wife  had  one  son  and  three  daughters,  viz.:  Harriet  J., 
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Alvin  U.,  Mary  E.  and  Iva  I.,  all  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shafer  have 
three  children,  viz.:  William  F.,  born  July  2,  1889;  Mary  V.,  May 
29,  1892,  and  Ruth,  born  June  28,  1903. 

HERBERT  SHARP,  a prominent  farmer  of  St.  Joseph  town- 
ship, is  of  Dutch  descent,  his  ancestors  having  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  an  early  day.  Henry  Sharp;  the  father  of  Herbert  Sharp, 
was  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  January  19,  1809.  In  1830  he  came 
to  Defiance  county,  O.,  and  started  a hotel  and  general  store  there, 
also  one  at  Fort  Amanda,  where  he  traded  with  the  Indians.  In 
1832  he  entered  land  on  which  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
now  resides,  and  several  other  tracts,  among  them  the  Heisler 
and  Melba  farms.  At  that  time  Solomon  Lewis,  the  father  of 
Sheriff  Lewis,  McDonald,  a Scotchman,  Fee  and  Hollin  were  the 
only  residents  of  St.  Joseph  township.  When  in  the  hotel  and 
general  store  business  in  Defiance  county  all  of  the  early  settlers 
of  St.  Joseph  township  lodged  with  him  and  bought  their  supplies 
of  him.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  embarked 
in  the  wool  and  fur  business,  manufacturing  hats  and  caps.  He 
also  took  a deep  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was  elected  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Fort  Wayne  on  the  Independent  ticket,  although  he 
himself  was  a Republican.  He  was, a man  of  the  strictest  integrity 
and  until  the  day  of  his  death,  June  11,  1900,  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  classes.  He  first  married  Louisa  Olds  of  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  who  died  soon  after.  His  second  wife  was  Roxey  Olds,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  she  came  with  him  to  Fort  Wayne  in 
1840.  She  is  still  living  and  resides  with  her  son  at  Edgerton. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. They  are:  Herbert;  John,  deceased;  Thomas  Loring,  who 

died  at  Clarinda,  Page  county,  la.,  in  1890;  Caroline  B.  of  Chi- 
cago, a member  of  the  Presbyterian  board  of  foreign  missions ; 
Abbey,  now  Mrs.  F.  R.  Morton,  of  Haywards,  Cal.,  and  Mrs. 
Baugher  of  Chicago.  John  Sharp,  the  grandfather  of  Herbert 
Sharp,  was  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1773,  and  on  February  26, 
1804,  he  married  Mary  Loring,  whose  father  was  a farmer  near 
Boston,  and  after  the  Revolutionary  war  located  at  Albany,  where 
he  died  January  26,  1815.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Herbert 
Sharp,  Elias  Olds,  who  married  in  1808,  was  a soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninetv-one  years.  The  father  of 
Mary  (Loring)  Sharp  was  Thomas  Loring,  who  served  as  quar- 
termaster of  Washington’s  army  and  lost  his  fortune  by  accept- 
ing Continental  money.  Herbert  Sharp,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  on  December  31,  1852,  and  resided 
there  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old.  In  1867  he  removed  to  St. 
Joseph  township  and  settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
wooded  land,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  clear.  Since  that 
time  he  has  added  twenty-three  acres,  making  a total  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  acres.  In  school  affairs  he  has  been  quite 
active,  having  served  on  the  board  of  education  for  some  years. 
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He  has  in  his  possession  some  very  interesting  documents  in  the 
shape  of  deeds  and  mortgages  taken  by  his  ancestors  who  were 
bankers  in  Holland.  Two  other  papers  in  his  possession  are 
worthy  of  mention  : A mortgage  for  one  hundred  and  seventy- 

three  pounds  sterling  from  Conrad  Sharp,  merchant,  to  Barent 
Ten  Eyck,  merchant  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  dated  June  9,  1791,  and 
one  from  June  Sharp  and  Koenrait  Sharp  to  Barent  Ten  Eyck  for 
one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  dated  July  27,  1774.  He  married 
Miss  Helen  A.  Newman,  the  daughter  of  John  Newman,  a native 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  when  he  was  forty  years  old, 
and  located  in  Edgerton  in  1855,  residing  on  his  farm  just  outside 
of  the  corporate  limits  until  his  death  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years.  He  was  an  exemplary  and  public  spirited  cit- 
izen. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Sharp  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren. They  are:  Fred ‘Newman  and  Thomas  Loring,  partners  in 

the  hardware  business  at  Ossian,  Ind. ; Herbert  Moore,  who  grad- 
uated from  the  civil  engineering  department  of  Armour  Institute, 
Chicago;  Harlan  Humphrey;  Anthony  Wayne;  Helen;  Esther, 
and  Marjory,  the  last  five  being  still  at  home.  In  politics  Mr. 
Sharp  is  a Republican.  Mrs.  Sharp  is  a member  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian church.  Their  home  is  one  of  the  prettiest  in  the  vicinity, 
situated  near  the  picturesque  St.  Joseph  river,  one  mile  southeast 
of  Edgerton. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  SHINN,  whose  name  appears  as  the 
author  and  editor  of  this  volume,  is  descended  from  a long  line  of 
American  ancestry.  In  the  spring  of  1677  two  hundred  and  thirty 
Quakers  left  England  on  the  ship  Kent  for  West  Jersey.  Half  of 
these  were  from  London  and  the  other  half  from  Yorkshire. 
Smith,  in  his  “History  of  Nova  Caesarea;  or  New  Jersey,”  says 
that  they  chose  as  a landing  place  the  spot  where  Burlington  now 
stands,  and  there  began  a settlement  which  they  named  New  Bev- 
erley. He  also  gives  partial  lists  of  emigrants  who  came  between 
the  year  named  above  and  1680,  and  among  them  is  found  the 
name  of  John  Shinn,  the  first  ancestor  of  the  Shinn  family  in 
America.  From  him  are  descended  a large  number  who  bear  the 
name,  and  representatives  of  the  family  can  perhaps  be  found  in 
every  State  of  the  Union.  But  it  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this 
review  to  follow  the  different  branches  of  the  family  tree — brief 
mention  alone  will  be  made  of  the  ancestral  line  through  which 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  descended.  It  will  perhaps  be  within 
the  bounds  of  propriety,  however,  to  state  that  the  history  of  the 
family  in  general  takes  in  a vast  body  of  “plain  people,”  who  have 
lived  by  the  nobler  arts  of  peace  and  looked  with  suspicion  upon 
the  emblazoning  of  arms,  crests,  etc.  In  short,  the  life  of  the 
family  has  been  in  general  a triumphantly  happy  farm  life.  The 
names  appearing  in  the  ancestral  line  with  which  this  memoir  has 
to  do  are,  in  their  proper  order,  as  follows:  John,  James,  Fran- 

cis, Vincent,  Israel  and  Aaron.  John  Shinn  was  a wheelwright  by 
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trade  and  followed  that  occupation  after  coming  to  America, 
although  he  also  became  possessed  of  large  land  interests  in  Bur- 
lington county,  N.  J.  He  was  a member  of  the  Burlington 
Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends  (Quakers)  and  for  a period  of  more 
than  twenty-five  years  his  name  appears  with  frequency  in  the 
minutes  of  that  church  organization.  On  the  6th  of  the  12th 
month,  1687,  John  Shinn  and  John  Day  were  appointed  to  notify 
Daniel  Leeds  to  bring  in  his  paper  to  the  Burlington  Meeting 
before  sending  it  to  Philadelphia.  The  gentleman  thus  notified 
had  issued  an  almanac,  which  was  the  first  publication  ever  made 
in  either  New  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania,  and  as  it  gave  offense  to 
the  Friends  on  account  of  some  of  its  “superfluities,”  Leeds  was 
forced  to  make  amends.  As  to  the  position  of  John  Shinn  in  the 
matter  there  is  no  recorded  testimony,  but  he  executed  the  duty 
put  upon  him  by  the  church  and  doubtless  looked  upon  Leeds  as 
a refractory  member.  This  unfortunate  occurrence  drove  a good 
man  out  of  the  church  and  a budding  printing  enterprise  out  of 
the  colony.  John  Shinn  was  born  in  England  in  1632,  and  died 
in  Burlington  county,  N.  J.,  in  April,  1712.  Hir  wife’s  name  was 
Jane  and  they  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all 
of  whom  were  born  in  England  before  the  migration  to  America. 
James  Shinn  was  probably  the  youngest  of  the  children  , of  John 
Shinn.  At  least  he  lived  longer  than  any  of  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters and  died  in  1751.  He  married  Abigail  Lippincott,  a grand- 
daughter of  Richard  Lippincott,  the  ancestor  of  the  Lippincotts 
in  America.  To  this  marriage  ten  children  were  born,  six  sons 
and  four  daughters.  Francis  Shinn,  eldest  son  of  James  Shinn, 
seems  to  have  been  more  prominent  in  church  affairs  than  any  of 
the  'other  children  in  James’  family.  He  was  born  in  Springfield 
township,  Burlington  county,  N.  J.,  October  25,  1706.  He  passed 
meeting  regularly  for  marriage  on  September  1,  1729,  his  choice 
for  a wife  being  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Curtis)  Atkinson.  Of  this  union  were  born  eight  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Vincent  Shinn  was  the  seventh  child  of  Francis  Shinn, 
and  was  born  in  1745.  Although  a devout  Quaker  in  religious 
belief  he  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a wagon-master.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Budd  in  1 772,  and  died  twelve  years  later,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1784.  To  this  marriage  there  were  born  four  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Israel  Shinn  was  the  fourth  child  of  Vincent  and 
Elizabeth  (Budd)  Shinn  and  was  born  in  1780.  By  trade  he  was 
a carpenter.  He  was  twice  married,  first  on  January  10,  1799,  to 
Hannah  Haines,  who  died  in  1803;  and  second  on  February  12, 
1807,  to  Sarah  Wright.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  jour- 
neyed from  New  Jersey  to  Cincinnati,  in  1804,  and  bought  lands 
situated  in  Ross  county,  O.  He  remained  there  but  a short  time 
and  then  returned  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  died  in  1807,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years.  He  had  two  children,  a son  and  a 
daughter,  by  his  first  marriage.  Aaron  Shinn,  the  only  son  of 
Israel  Shinn,  and  the  father  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  at  Mt.  Holly,  Burlington  county,  N.  J.,  in  1803. 
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His  mother  died  the  same  year  of  his  birth  and  his  father  when  he 
was  but  four  years  old,  and  being  thus  orphaned  he  was  reared  by 
his  maternal  grandmother.  He  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  in 
his  youth,  and  in  1825  migrated  to  Logan  county,  O.,  where  he 
married  Susanna  Hamlin.  He  then  removed  to  Kosciusko  county, 
Ind.,  where  he  followed  his  vocation  for  several  years  and  where 
his  wife  died.  In  about  1855  lie  removed  to  Williams  county  and 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  “Kintightown,”  in  Northwest  township, 
where  he  followed  blacksmithing  until  his  death,  January  16,  1867. 
After  coining  to  Williams  county  he  was  married,  on  March  4, 
i860,  to  Miss  Henrietta  C.  Speaker,  daughter  of  David  and  Mar- 
tha (Lynn)  Speaker,  the  former  a native  of  Maryland  and  the 
latter  of  Pennsylvania.  To  the  first  marriage  of  Aaron  Shinn  four 
children  were  born,  all  of  whom  are  deceased,  and  the  same  num- 
ber were  born  to  the  second  marriage,  three  of  whom  with  their 
mother  survive.  Hannah  J.,  the  only  living  daughter,  is  the  wife 
of  Orlando  Knapp  and  resides  in  Chesaning,  Mich.  A.  Franklin, 
the  elder  son  of  the  second  marriage,  resides  in  Jackson,  Mich. 
William  H.  Shinn,  the  younger  son,  was  born  in  Northwest  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  O..  on  March  19,  1867,  two  months  and 
three  days  subsequent  to  the  death  of  his  father.  He  attended  the 
district  school  and  did  a boy’s  work  as  a hired  hand  in  the  fields 
until  fifteen  years  of  age.  On  January  16,  1883,  he  entered  the 
Enterprise  office  at  Montpelier  as  an  apprentice  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a printer.  In  the  autumn  of  1885  he  began  teaching 
school,  which  occupation  he  followed  until  1890,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  eighteen  months  (beginning  in  August,  1887),  during 
which  time  he  edited  the  Democrat  at  Montpelier.  During  his 
school  teaching  career  he  taught  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky 
and  Michigan.  I11  September,  1890,  he  purchased  the  Tribune  at 
Newaygo,  Mich.,  and  changing  its  name  to  the  Newaygo  County 
Democrat,  continued  the  publication  until  November,  1893.  In 
June,  1894,  he  removed  to  LaGrange,  Ind.,  and  edited  the  Demo- 
crat at  that  place  until  January,  1896.  In  the  spring  of  1897  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Northwestern  Historical  Association, 
the  publishers  of  this  volume,  and  has  been  engaged  with  that 
company  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since.  In  politics,  Mr.  Shinn 
has  always  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1900  was 
its  candidate  for  state  senator  in  the  LaGrange-Noblc  district  of 
Indiana,  but  was  defeated  at  the  election.  O11  December  25,  1891, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Zoe  Thomas,  of  Montpelier, 
daughter  of  Albert  P.  and  Nancy  J.  (Dole)  Thomas,  mention  of 
whom  is  made  on  another  page ; and  to  this  marriage  one  son  has 
been  born — William  Thomas  Shinn,  born  November  1,  1900.  Mr. 
Shinn  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

JAMES  SILLIMAN. — More  than  half  a century  has  passed 
since  the  parents  of  James  Silliman  located  on  the  finely  improved 
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farm  which  is  now  his  home,  in  Pulaski  township,  and  thus  he 
is  a representative  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer  families  of  Will- 
iams county,  where  he  has  resided  from  his  youth  to  the  present 
time,  and  where  lie  enjoys  that  popular  esteem  which  bespeaks  his 
personal  integrity  and  honor  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Mr.  Silli- 
man  claims  the  old  Keystone  State  of  the  Union  as  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  having  been  born  on  the  20th  of  November,  1834,  in 
Northampton  county.  Pa.,  where  also  were  born  and  reared  his 
honored  parents,  Samuel  and  Lavina  (Lockhart)  Silliman,  who 
came  thence  to  Ohio  about  1844,  making  the  trip  overland  with 
team  and  wagon,  by  means  of  which  they  transported  their  house- 
hold effects.  They  first  located  in  Ashland  county,  where  they 
remained  until  1850,  when  they  came  to  Williams  county,  and  in 
December  of  that  year  they  located  on  the  homestead  now  owned 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  here  secured  eighty 
acres  of  land,  in  section  29,  Pulaski  township,  the  entire  tract 
being  covered  with  heavy  timber,  while  no  improvements  had 
been  made.  He  was  compelled  to  clear  an  opening  in  the  midst 
of  the  forest  before  proceeding  with  the  erection  of  his  primitive 
log  house,  and  he  then  set  himself  vigorously  to  the  task  of  re- 
claiming his  land  to  cultivation.  As  the  years  passed,  prosperity 
crowned  his  efforts  and  he  became  not  only  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  of  the  township,  but  also  one  of  its  influential  and  popular 
citizens.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  proclivities,  and 
while  he  did  not  affiliate  with  any  church  his  wife  was  a member 
of  the  Christian  church.  He  died  in  the  year  i860,  and  his  wife 
continued  to  live  on  the  old  homestead  until  her  death,  which 
occurred  on  March  20,  1887.  They  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  namely:  Theana,  Miriam,  Nancy,  James,  Thomas  L., 

John,  Nathaniel  B.,  Scott  L.  Samuel  and  Hiram.  Thomas,  John 
and  Scott  are  deceased ; Nathaniel  B.  resides  in  Bryan,  as 
does  also  Hiram,  and  Samuel  is  a resident  of  Oakland,  Cal.  James 
Silliman  was  about  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents’ 
removal  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  wilds  of  Ohio,  and  thus  his 
educational  advantages  in  his  youth  were  naturally  limited  in 
scope,  though  adequate  for  him  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that 
broad  knowledge  which  he  was  later  to  gain  in  the  school  of  expe- 
rience. He  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  farm  and 
has  never  abated  his  allegiance  to  the  great  fundamental  industry 
of  agriculture,  and  of  him  it  has  been  consistently  said.  “He  has 
always  been  a farmer  and  a good  one.”  A better  endorsement 
than  this  could  not  be  asked.  He  remained  with  his  parents  and 
cared  for  them  with  true  filial  solicitude  until  both  had  passed  to 
the  eternal  life,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead, 
endeared  to  him  through  the  associations  of  many  years.  The 
place  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  most  fertile  land, 
and  all  is  available  for  cultivation  except  about  twenty-six  acres, 
being  devoted  to  diversified  farming  and  to  the  raising  of  high- 
grade  live  stock,  while  the  buildings  are  substantial  and  properly 
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equipped,  making  this  one  of  the  model  farms  of  Pulaski  town- 
ship. Ever  interested  in  all  that  appertains  to  the  well-being  of 
the  community,  Mr.  Silliman  is  essentially  public-spirited,  and 
his  political  faith  is  that  of  the  Democracy.  While  he  has  never 
sought  political  preferment  he  has  served  as  township  trustee  and 
supervisor  and  also  as  school  director,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  of 
his  party  in  the  township,  where  his  friends  are  in  number  equal 
to  the  list  of  his  acquaintances.  On  January  n,  1863,  Mr.  Silli- 
man was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emeline  Himes,  daughter  of 
John  and  Catharine  Himes,  at  that  time  residents  of  Pulaski  town- 
ship, Williams  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silliman  became  the  parents 
of  three  children — Orwell  James,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  was  a prominent 
and  honored  member  of  the  bar  of  Williams  county  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Bryan  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  sad  event  occurred  May  20,  1898;  Almon  W. 
is  an  engineer  on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad,  and  resides  in 
Garrett,  Ind. ; and  Alice  I.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  John  W.  Sides,  a 
prominent  physician  of  Annawan,  111. 

CLYDE  LAVONIUS  SIPLE,  the  popular  carrier  on  rural  mail 
route  No.  3,  from  Montpelier,  also  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  secretary  of  the  Rural  Letter  Carriers’  Association  of  Williams 
county,  within  whose  borders  his  life  has  been  passed  thus  far, 
and  his  circle  of  friends  is  circumscribed  only  by  that  of  his  ac- 
quaintances. He  was  born  in  West  Unity,  this  county,  on  the  26th 
of  April,  1876,  and  is  a son  of  Clinton  L.  and  Serelda  A.  (Hager) 
Siple.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Joseph  Siple,  who  came  to 
Ohio  from  Pennsylvania,  residing  for  a brief  interval  in  Williams 
county  and  then  removing  to  Montcalm  county,  Mich.,  where  he 
remained  until  1868,  when  he  returned  to  Williams  county,  where 
he  continued  to  be  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1882.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza- 
beth Smalley,  died  in  1868.  They  had  four  children:  Clinton  L., 

Ellen,  John  and  William.  Clinton  L.  Siple  received  a common- 
school  education,  and  as  a young  man  he  found  employment  in  the 
saw-mills  at  West  Unity,  where  he  was  engaged  for  a period  of 
eleven  years.  For  the  ensuing  eighteen  years  he  was  identified 
with  the  agricultural  industry  in  this  county  until  April,  1897,  when 
he  again  took  up  mill  life  in  the  employ  of  C.  H.  Boon  & Co.,  where 
he  is  still  employed.  He  is’  a stanch  Republican,  a member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  adjunct  lodge  of  Daugh- 
ters of  Rebekah,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren church,  of  which  his  wife  also  was  a devoted  member.  April 
23,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Serelda  A.  Hager,  daughter  of 
William  B.  and  Amanda  (Pennington)  Hager,  of  Williams  county. 
O.,  and  she  died  October  19,  1896,  being  survived  by  her  two  sons, 
of  whom  Clyde  L.  is  the  younger.  Walter  P.,  who  resides  in  Van 
Wert,  O.,  married  Miss  Bell  Dorshimer,  daughter  of  George  Dor- 
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shinier,  of  Jefferson  township,  and  they  have  three  children — Lena, 
Helen  and  Frank.  Clyde  L.  Siple  attended  the  public  schools  of 
iWest  Unity  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  nine  years  and  later 
continued  his  studies  in  the  schools  of  Superior  township.  After 
leaving  school  lie  held  a position  as  salesman  in  a mercantile  estab- 
lishment in  Montpelier  for  a period  of  five  years,  after  which  he 
secured  appointment  to  his  present  position,  in  which  he  has  served 
most  acceptably  since  1902,  having  one  of  the  important  rural  mail 
routes  of  the  county.  He  is  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  whose  cause  he  takes  a lively  interest.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  local  organizations  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Masonic  order,  while  Mrs.  Siple,  as  well  as  himself, 
is  identified  with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  January  23,  1902, 
Mr.  Siple  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  H.  Allman, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hattie  (Friend)  Allman,  of  Superior  town- 
ship, and  they  have  a winsome  little  daughter,  Carrol  Lucille. 

ISAAC  N.  SKELTON,  retired  building  contractor  of  Edgerton, 
was  born  at  North  Industry,  Stark  county,  O.,  in  1840.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Steinmetz)  Skelton,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  His  paternal  and  maternal  grandfather  were  re- 
spectively John  Skelton  and  John  Steinmetz,  the  latter  having 
served  with  credit  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  John  Skelton  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
removed  to  Stark  county  when  a young  man.  In  1840  he  came  to 
St.  Joseph  township  and  settled  on  land  that  was  entirely  in  the 
woods,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  clear  and  bring  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  equipping  it  with  all  the  buildings  necessary 
to  successful  farming.  At  North  Industry  he  operated  a large  six- 
burr  flour  mill  run  by  water  power,  the  building  being  a six-story 
wooden  structure.  The  products  of  this  mill  soon  became  so  popu- 
lar that  the  farmers  for  miles  around  patronized  him.  He  died  at 
his^  home  in  1862,  highly"  esteemed  by"  all  who  knew  him.  He  and 
wife  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
William,  Isaac  N.,  Caroline,  Rachel,  Mary,  John  and  James  Grear. 
Isaac  N.  Skelton  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  a fair 
public  school  education.  Having  learned  the  building  trade  he  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  in  Edgerton  for  some  years  with  marked 
success,  as  the  number  and  character  of  the  buildings  erected  by" 
him  indicate.  In  answer  to  his  country’s  call  for  volunteers  he 
enlisted  first  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  infantry,  serving  ten 
months,  and  afterwards  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-seventh 
Ohio,  serving  four  and  one-half  months,  when  he  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  at  Camp  Bradford,  Md„  by  virtue  of  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  took  part  in  the  Battle  of  Stone  River  and  several  other 
important  engagements.  As  a matter  of  course  he  takes  a deep 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is 
actively  identified  with  Post  No.  568,  at  Edgerton.  After  the  close 
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of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  farm  and  gave  his  undivided  atten- 
tion to  its  successful  management.  In  1901  he  removed  to  Edger- 
ton,  where  he  lives  a contented  and  retired  life.  He  was  wedded 
in  Florence  township  to  Miss  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Caroline  (Bratton)  Day.  Their  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  these  children:  Jennie,  now  Mrs.  Monroe  Enterline,  of  St. 
Joseph  township;  Ida,  the  wife  of  Max  Fisher,  of  Toledo,  O. ; Oma, 
the  wife  of  Eugene  Bryant,  of  DeKalb  county,  Ind. ; Oda,  now 
Mrs.  Robnett,  of  Toledo,  O.,  and  Archie  I.,  a machinist  and  musi- 
cian of  Toledo,  O.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skelton  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  church. 

WILLIAM  R.  SLAYBAUGH,  a prominent  citizen  and  official 
of  Montpelier,  is  of  German  extraction,  his  ancestors  having  emi- 
grated to  America  in  a very  early  day,  settling  in  Pennsylvania. 
His  grandparents  were  John  George  and  Mary  Magdalena  (Fair) 
Slaybaugh,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of 
Maryland,  where  she  was  born  in  1787.  The  Slaybaugh  family 
came  from  Perry  county,  Pa.,  to  Ohio  about  the  year  1828,  when 
William  Slaybaugh,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
fifteen  years  old,  and  settled  in  Richland  county.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  George  Rank,  who  came  to  Richland  county  in 
1831.  Both  families  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  the 
grandparents  on  both  sides  died  on  the  farms  on  which  they  first 
settled.  The  parents  of  William  R.  were  William  and  Sarah  (Rank) 
Slaybaugh,  who  spent  their  lives  in  Richland  county,  both  dying  in 
Shelby,  the  father  on  May  29,  1893,  and  the  mother  on  January  18, 
1898.  The  former  was  born  September  5,  1813,  and  the  latter  on 
March  8,  1820.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Derial  Bruce,  still  a resident  of  Shelby ; George  E.,  of  Montpelier ; Ida 
S.,  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Shultz,  of  Enon  Valley,  Pa.,  William  R.  and  Cath- 
erine Elizabeth,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  Max  Dickerson,  of  Shelby. 
William  R.  Slaybaugh  was  born  in  Shelby,  Richland  county,  on 
May  25,  1856.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  town  and  educated  in 
its  public  schools.  His  first  work  was  oh  the  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Bloomville,  Seneca 
county,  O.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bricks,  continuing 
there  until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he  removed  to  Montpelier,  and 
there  he  has  since  continued  in  the  same  line  of  business,  adding 
a cider  mill  in  1887.  In  1887  he  was  elected  to  the  city  council  of 
Montpelier,  re-elected  in  1889,  and  served  almost  continuouslv  up 
to  1899.  In  1890  he  was  elected  for  a term  of  three  years  to  the 
city  school  board.  Since  1899  he  has  served  continuously  as  a trus- 
tee of  the  water  works.  Mr.  Slaybaugh  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellow  fraternities,  having  passed  the 
chairs  of  the  Masonic  lodge  twice  and  those  of  the  Odd  Fellow 
lodge  twice.  In  religious  matters  he  is  identified  with  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church.  In  1879  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  R.  Hill,  born  August  30,  1859,  the  daughter  of  Louis  and 
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Sarah  (Weagley)  Hill,  the  latter  deceased.  Mrs.  Slaybaugh  died 
November  7,  1891.  To  these  parents  there  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  William  Asher,  a resident  of  Montpelier;  Brenard 

T.,  of  Butte,  Mont.,  and  Maude,  Carl,  Esther  and  Ruth,  all  still  at 
home. 

JAMES  SNOW,  who  gained  independence  and  definite  prosper- 
ity through  long  identification  with  the  great  fundamental  indus- 
try of  agriculture,  is  now  living  retired  in  the  village  of  Pioneer,  where 
he  has  a pleasant  home  and  is  enjoying  the  rewards  of  his  former 
years  of  application.  He  was  born  in  Lysander  township,  Onon- 
daga county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1828,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac 
and  Ruth  (Elliott)  Snow,  who  immigrated  to  the  west  in  1839, 
locating  on  a pioneer  farm  five  miles  west  of  Morenci,  Lenawee 
county,  Mich.,  whence  they  come  to  Williams  county  in  1844,  tak- 
ing up  their  residence  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  the  father 
reclaimed  a farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  the  land  having  been  heavily 
timbered  at  the  time  when  he  secured  possession  of  the  same.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  this  county, 
honored  by  all  who  knew  them.  James  Snow  secured  his  rudimen- 
tary education  in  his  native  county  in  New  York  and  later  attended 
the  common  schools  in  Michigan  and  Ohio,  while  he  early  became 
iftured  to  the  sturdy  work  of  clearing  land  and  assisting  in  its  cul- 
tivation. He  removed  to  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  and  there  con- 
tinued as  a successful  farmer  until  1887,  when  he  returned  to  Wil- 
liams county  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Pioneer,  where  he  has 
since  lived  practically  retired,  having  accumulated  a competency 
through  his  farming  and  stock-raising  operations.  In  1864  he  ten- 
dered  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  as  a private 
in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  volunteer  in- 
fantry, with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  affiliated  with  the  Democracy,  but  since  that  time  has  given  an 
unqualified  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  for  more  than 
forty  years,  and  his  wife  has  been  a member  of  the  same  since  she 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  while  his  first  wife  was  likewise  a de- 
voted member  of  the  church.  He  first  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Alfred,  who  was  born  in  Geauga  county,  O.,  March  27,  1834,  and 
who  was  a resident  of  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  She  died  and  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Pomeroy  and 
Sylvester.  In  1887  Mr.  Snow  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs. 
Elvira  Loretta  Doolittle,  daughter  of  Erastus  Eggleston,  who  was 
an  honored  pioneer  of  Williams  county.  Her  first  husband,  Samuel 
A.  Doolitte,  died  in  this  county,  April  22,  1864,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven  years,  leaving  two  daughters,  Ida  Amelia  and  Eva  Melissa. 
No  children  have  been  born  of  the  second  marriage. 
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JOHN  K.  STAUFFER,  a successful  and 
thrifty  farmer  of  Center  township,  was  born 
near  his  present  homestead  on  August  3, 
1848.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Susan- 
nah (Miller)  Stauffer,  both  natives  of  Lan- 
caster county,  Pa.  His  grandparents  were 
Samuel  and  Susannah  (Kiser)  Stauffer,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came  to 
Wayne  county,  O.,  in  1834,  and  both  died 
there.  His  maternal  grandparents,  Christo- 
pher and  Susannah  (Killinger)  Miller,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  removed  from  their 
native  State  first  to  Stark  county,  O.,  then 
to  Wayne  county  and  finally  to  Williams 
county  in  1845,  and  settled  on  the  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four  acres,  on 
which  John  K.  Stauffer  was  born.  He  and  wife  were  ardent  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  church.  Here  he  died  in  1868,  aged 
eighty  years,  and  his  wife  in  1878,  aged  eighty-six  years.  Samuel 
Stauffer,  the  father  of  John  K.  Stauffer,  had  the  benefit  of  a fair 
common-school  education  and  chose  farming  as  his  avocation. 
In  the  spring  of  1848  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  located  on 
the  farm  which  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  owns.  In 
politics  he  was  an  enthusiastic  Democrat.  He  died  on  July  21, 
1874,  and  is  survived  by  his  widow  who  is  now  in  her  eightieth 
year.  To  them  were  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living.  John  K.  Stauffer  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and 
was  educated  in  the  common-schools.  Twelve  years  he  spent  in 
Montana,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  sheep-raising  business, 
owning  at  one  time  three  thousand  five  hundred  head  of  sheep  on 
his  ranch.  While  engaged  in  this  enterprise  he  made  fifty-one 
round  trips  from  his  farm  to  Montana,  the 
distance  being  seventeen  hundred  miles. 

While  he  shipped  a great  many  sheep  of 
his  own  he  was  also  engaged  in  shipping  for 
other  parties.  During  his  stay  in  the  West 
he  spent  three  months  in  California.  In  1904 
he  settled  on  the  old  homestead,  a farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  now  owned 
by  him,  which  he  has  greatly  improved  by 
erecting  substantial  buildings  on  it,  and 
which  he  has  also  brought  to  a high  state 
of  cultivation.  In  politics  he  is  identified 
with  the  Populist  party.  On  March  19, 

1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Matilda  Hagemann,  born  in  Crawford 
county,  O.,  March  8,  1854,  the  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Sophia  (Overlander)  Hagemann,  the  latter  born  in 
1831,  and  both  natives  of  Germany.  They  came  to  the  United 
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States  in  1853  and  lived  one  year  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  whence  they 
removed  to  Crawford  county,  O.,  and  twelve  years  later  to  Defiance 
county.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a Democrat  in  politics 
and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  He  died  on 
the  homestead  May  19,  1900,  and  his  wife  on  December  28,  of  the 
same  year.  To  them  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  four  sons 
and  four  daughters  are  yet  living*,  one  having  died  in  infancy.  John 
K.  Stauffer  and  wife  have  had  six  children.  Their  names  follow: 
Samuel  M.,  who  died  in  1893,  in  Montana,  aged  eighteen  years  and 
four  months,  but  was  buried  in  Bryan,  O. ; Gertrude,  now  the  wife 
of  William  O’Brien,  residing  at  Cut  Bank,  Mont.  They  were  mar- 
ried July  5,  1899.  Delbert  K.,  Magnolia,  who  was  married  to  Walter 
Mann  on  April  19,  1905,  and  now  resides  at  Big  Springs,  Tex.; 
John  L.,  and  the  youngest,  who  died  in  infancy. 

WILLIAM  H.  STAUFFER,  a prosperous  farmer  of  near  Bryan, 
was  born  in  East  Union  township,  Wayne  county,  O.,  on  May  9, 
1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Stauffer,  a sketch  of  whose  life  ap- 
pears in  the  preceding  review.  William  H.  Stauffer  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father’s  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  home  county.  He  chose  farming  as  his  life’s  calling,  and 
since  1892  has  owned  a farm  of  eighty  acres  of  very  fertile  and 
valuable  land  seven  miles  northwest  of  Bryan.  General  farming 
and  stock  raising  constitute  his  occupation,  at  both  of  which  he  has 
been  unusually  successful.  In  political  affairs  he  as  a Democrat 
has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  his  party’s  success  and  has  held 
the  office  of  township  trustee  for  two  terms.  Together  with  his 
wife  he  is  a charter  member  of  Grange,  No.  444,  both  having  joined 
that  organization  in  1874.  On  October  26,  1871,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Azuba  Paine,  who  was  born  in  Huron  county,  O., 
on  December  8,  1848,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ira  and  Electa  (Bird- 
sill)  Paine,  the  former  born  in  Vermont  in  1810  and  the  latter  in 
New  York.  Ira  Paine  is  the  son  of  Rufus  and  Azuba  (Sanderson) 
Paine,  both  natives  of  Vermont  and  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Huron  county,  where  they  located  in  1817.  His  wife  died  in  1856 
and  he  survived  her  two  years.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Stauffer  were  Isaac  and  Anna  (Thurston)  Birdsill,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  York.  They  settled  in  Huron  county,  in  an  early 
day,  where  he  died.  His  widow,  who  died  in  Williams  county  in 
1877,  afterwards  married  John  Smothers,  who  died  in  Delaware 
county,  O.  Ira  Paine  was  reared  on  a farm  and  had  the  benefit 
of  a fair  common  school  education.  In  1869  he  came  to  Williams 
county  and  settled  in  Center  township.  In  politics  he  was  identified 
with  the  Republican  party  and  with  his  wife  was  a member  of  the 
Christian  church.  He  died  on  the  homestead  in  1884  and  his 
widow  still  resides  there  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living. 
To  William  H.  Stauffer  and  wife  there  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren. Jessie,  the  elder,  was  born  July  17,  1874,  and  was  educated 
in  the  Montpelier  high  school.  She  taught  four  terms  of  school 
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in  the  same  district,  which  is  the  best  of  evidence  that  she  was  a 
successful  teacher.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Adelbert  Leu  of  Mont- 
pelier. They  have  four  children,  the  names  of  whom  follow:  Freda, 
Carson,  Oneta  and  Karline.  Otiwell  Clyde,  the  younger,  was  born 
June  21,  1877,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
Montpelier  high  school.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation  and  owns 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Center  township.  During  the  winter  months 
he  teaches,  having  followed  that  calling  for  eight  years.  His  wife 
was  Miss  Lulu  Jaques  of  Williams  county,  the  daughter  of  H.  L. 
Jaques,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  them  one  child 
has  been  born,  Dale  by  name. 

JOHN  H.  SMITLEY,  manager  of  the  Denman  tile  and  brick 
works,  in  West  Unity,  and  the  owner  of  a good  farm  in  Brady 
township,  is  one  of  the  worthy  and  popular  business  men  of  this 
section,  where  he  lias  resided  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  time 
since  his  boyhood.  He  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  O.,  Octo- 
ber 19,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Smitley,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  in  1811, 
while  the  latter  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  O.,  where  their 
marriage  was  solemnized.  They  came  to  Williams  county  in  1863 
livingliving.  John  K.  Stauffer  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and 
and  settled  on  a farm  of  sixty-two  and  one-half  acres,  in  Brady 
township,  north  of  West  Unity,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  being  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community  and 
both  being  consistent  members  of  the  Christian  church,  while  the 
father  was  a Republican  in  politics  and  a loyal  citizen,  though 
never  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  made  a success  of  his  farming  en- 
terprise, and  he  passed  his  last  days  in  retirement,  in  West  Unity, 
where  he  died  on  the  13th  of  January,  1898,  his  wife  having  been 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1892.  They  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living.  John  H.  Smitley  secured 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  West  Unity,  and  was 
reared  to  the  discipline  of  the  home  farm.  After  initiating  his  in- 
dependent career  he  continued  to  be  identified  with  farming  about 
six  years  and  he  then  entered  the  employ  of  W.  I.  Pepple,  in  the 
manufacturing  of  brick  and  tile,  assisting  in  the  building  of  the 
factory  and  continuing  with  this  concern  about  one  year,  after 
which  he  was  employed  about  two  years  by  the  firm  of  Neff  & 
Holtzberger,  of  West  Unity.  He  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Neff  then  engaged 
in  the  meat  business  in  this  city,  continuing  operations  about  two 
years,  after  which  they  were  associated  in  the  manufacturing  of 
tile  and  brick  for  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they  sold 
out  to  Dr.  William  M.  Denman  and  L.  B.  Kent,  in  whose  employ 
Mr.  Smitley  continued  for  the  ensuing  five  years.  For  the  follow- 
ing two  years  he  was  employed  in  the  tube  works  at  Shelby,  O., 
then  returning  to  West  Unity  and  being  employed  at  the  Denman 
tile  and  brick  works  for  four  years.  He  then  passed  one  year  on 
his  farm,  since  which  time  he  has  been  manager  and  superintendent 
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of  the  Denman  plant,  as  noted  in  the  opening-  sentences  of  this 
sketch.  He  also  owns  the  old  homestead  farm  of  sixty-two  and 
one-half  acres,  on  which  he  was  reared,  and  the  same  is  well  im- 
proved and  under  effective  cultivation.  Mr.  Smitley  is  an  uncom- 
promising Republican,  and  he  served  two  terms  as  a member  of 
the  city  council  of  West  Unity  and  one  year  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  education.  He  is  affiliated  with  Superior  Lodge  No.  179, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Evergreen  Lodge  No.  637,  Knights 
of  Pythias.  November  11,  1874,  Mr.  Smitley  married  Miss  Ellen 
Feiguson,  of  Shelby,  Richland  county,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children — William,  who  died  in  infancy;  Erma,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; and  Fay,  who  was  five  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  death.  Further  bereavement  came  to  Mr.  Smitley 
on  the  13th  of  February,  1899,  when  his  loved  and  devoted  wife 
was  summoned  into  eternal  rest. 

ARTHUR  E.  SMITH,  proprietor  of  a livery  and  dray  line  at 
Edgerton,  is  the  son  of  John  and  Almira  (Spangler)  Smith,  both 
natives  of  Center  township,  where  the  homestead  is  still  owned  by 
Mrs.  Smith.  John  Smith  was  quite  prominent  in  public  affairs  and 
eminently  successful  in  dealing  in  live  stock.  He  died  in  May,  1880, 
aged  thirty-seven  years.  George  Smith,  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  in  an  early  day  removed  from  his  native 
state,  New  York,  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a farm  in  the  same  town- 
ship in  which  his  son  and  grandson  were  born,  and  he  lived  there 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  Jacob  Spangler,  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  Arthur  E.  Smith,  came  from  Germany  directly  to  Center 
township,  where  he  entered  land  and  in  time  became  quite  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs.  A large  family  of  children  survives  him,  all 
of  whom  are  engaged  in  farming  and  other  occupations.  Arthur 
E.  Smith  was  born  in  Center  township,  January  12,  18 66,  and  when 
quite  small  removed  with  his  parents  to  Edgerton,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  received  a fair  education.  The  first  work  that  he 
did  for  himself  was  on  a farm  in  St.  Joseph  township,  where  he 
continued  for  some  years  and  then  returned  to  Edgerton.  For  the 
past  sixteen  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  livery  and  draying 
business  and  has  met  with  unusual  success,  his  knowledge  of  horses 
aiding  him  materially.  In  public  affairs  he  has  taken  a prominent 
part,  having  been  elected  and  re-elected  to  the  office  of  constable 
on  the  Republican  ticket.  In  the  work  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
he  is  deeply  interested.  He  married  Miss  Cora  R.  Neidhart,  the 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Regina  Neidhart,  of  Defiance  county.  They 
have  had  three  children,  named  Gladys  E.,  Mable  E.  and  Arthur  O., 
all  being  still  at  home. 

FREDERICK  SMITH,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  and  stock- 
growers  of  Brady  township,  where  he  has  lived  from  his  childhood 
days,  is  representative  of  that  loyal  citizenship  which  has  so  signally 
conserved  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  Williams  county, 
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and  consistency  is  maintained  in  according  him  recognition  in  this 
publication.  In  the  sketch  dedicated  to  his  younger  brother,  George 
Smith,  appearing  below,  due  genealogical  data  are  given,  so  that  a 
further  record  concerning  the  family  history  is  not  demanded  at 
this  juncture.  Frederick  Smith  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the  26th 
of  December,  1844,  and  is-  the  eldest  son  of  Adam  Smith.  When 
he  was  but  three  years  of  age  his  parents  took  up  their  residence 
in  Williams  county,  and  here  he  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  labors 
of  the  farm  and  secured  a common-school  education,  while  he  has 
never  withdrawn  his  allegiance  to  the  agricultural  industry,  through 
which  he  has  gained  independence  and  definite  prosperity.  He  is 
the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  having 
purchased  the  property  in  1865  and  having  reclaimed  much  of  the 
land  from  its  wild  state.  Fie  has  made  the  best  of  improvements 
on  the  place,  including  the  erection  of  good  buildings,  and  main- 
tains the  land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  while  he  also  gives 
special  attention  to  the  breeding  of  high-grade  draft  horses.  In 
politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a stalwart  Republican,  and  in  1900  he  served 
as  land  appraiser.  He  and  his  wife  are  zealous  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  with  which  he  has  been  identified 
since  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  he  served  as  Sunday-school 
superintendent  for  thirty  years  and  as  class  leader  for  six  years. 
For  the  past  nine  years  he  has  been  a director  of  the  Brady  Insur- 
ance Company,  a substantial  and  well  managed  local  institution. 
December  28,  1865,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Fig- 
gins,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county,  O.,  November  11,  1846, 
being  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  (Fidler)  Figgins,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  they  came  to  Ohio 
in  the  ^o’s,  and  in  1847  Mr.  Figgins  came  to  Williams  county  and 
purchased  a tract  of  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  upon  which  he  and 
his  family  located  two  years  later.  He  reclaimed  his  land  and  be- 
came one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Brady  township,  where  he 
died  in  1879,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1877.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  he  and  his  wife  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Of  their  five  children  two  are  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Mary  E.,  Effie  (deceased  in  infancy),  Lydia,  Arthur  E.,  and  Ellen 
M.,  the  last  named  having  died  on  the  21st  of  October,  1903. 

GEORGE  SMITH  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  and  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  West  Unity,  where  he  has  capitalistic  and 
industrial  interests  of  an  important  nature,  testifying  alike  to  his 
individual  enterprise  and  to  his  interest  in  the  general  welfare  of 
the  community.  Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  West  Unity,  on  the  31st 
of  March,  1855,  and  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  Williams  county. 
He  is  a son  of  Adam  and  Katherine  (Drum)  Smith,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Germany,  the  former  on  the  31st  of  March,  1820,  and 
the  latter  was  born  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month  and  year.  Adam 
Smith  died  March  5,  1905,  and  his  venerable  widow  still  maintains 
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her  home  in  West  Unity.  Adam  Smith  was  a son  of  Frederick 
Smith,  who  passed  his  entire  life  in  Germany,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  The  original  German  spelling  of  the  name  was 
Schmidt.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
were  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Bauer)  Drum,  the  former  having  met 
his  death  by  drowning.  His  widow  and  ten  children  came  to 
America  about  1857  and  settled  in  Brady  township,  Williams 
county,  and  members  of  the  family  were  prominently  concerned  in 
the  organization  of  the  German  Methodist  church  in  this  township. 
Mrs.  Drum  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  October,  1861,  and  her 
descendants  are  now  very  numerous  in  Williams  county.  Adam 
Smith  came  from  Sandusky  county  to  Williams  county  in  April, 
1848,  making  the  trip  with  team  and  wagon  and  being  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  their  two  children,  the  other  four  children  having 
been  born  in  Williams  county.  Adam  Smith  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Brady  township,  and  hired  men  to  clear  the  same, 
having  been  a wagonmaker  by  trade  and  having  followed  this  voca- 
tion to  a greater  or  less  extent  for  a number  of  years  after  locating 
in  this  county.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  having  joined  the 
party  ranks  soon  after  the  organization  was  effected,  and  he  and 
his  family  have  been  prominent  and  valued  members  of  the  German 
Methodist  church,  in  which  he  was  a class-leader  for  nearly  a half 
century.  The  six  children  all  reside  in  Brady  township,  and  within 
a radius  of  two  miles  from  the  old  homestead  farm,  their  names, 
in  order  of  birth,  being  as  follows:  Frederick,  Peter,  Elizabeth, 

Jacob,  Adam  and  George.  George  Smith  passed  his  boyhood  days 
on  the  home  farm  and  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  be- 
came a salesman  in  the  general  merchandise  store  of  Hollington 
& Elliott,  of  West  Unity,  remaining  with  this  firm  for  nine  years 
and  then  becoming  associated  with  Robert  W.  Lant  Ely  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  stock  and  business.  Lant  Ely  was  employed  as  a sales- 
man with  Hollington  & Elliott  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Smith  was 
and  when  they  united  as  partners  in  business  they  succeeded  Holl- 
ington & Elliott.  They  removed  the  goods  into  a frame  building 
which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  store  of  Leland  B.  Kent. 
This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  on  the  2d  of  August,  1888,  and 
Messrs.  Smith  & Ely  then  erected  the  building  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Kent,  who  owns  the  property.  Mr.  Smith  disposed  of  his  in- 
terests in  the  building  and  business  in  1889.  For  two  years  there- 
after he  owned  and  operated  the  local  creamery,  after  which  he 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming  until  1893,  when  he  engaged  in 
the  grain  business  and  in  the  manufacturing  of  boat  oars.  In  De- 
cember, 1898,  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  manufacturing  en- 
terprise, but  he  has  since  continued  in  the  grain  business,  which 
has  grown  to  extensive  proportions,  and  in  1899  he  purchased  the 
flour  mill  of  Rings  & Beach,  which  he  has  since  operated,  in  con- 
nection with  his  well  equipped  grain  elevator.  In  1902  Mr.  Smith 
was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  West  Unity  Manufac- 
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taring  Company,  in  which  he  is  one  of  the  principal  stockholders, 
the  concern  being  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  house  furnish- 
ings and  boat  oars.  He  is  the  owner  of  ninety  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  Brady  township,  a portion  of  the  tract  lying  within  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  West  Unity.  In  politics  he  gives  his  allegiance  to 
the  Republican  party,  but  he  is  an  uncompromising  adversary  of 
the  liquor  traffic  and  his  views  are  in  harmony  with  the  principles  of 
the  Prohibition  party,  though  he  believes  that  reforms  must  largely 
come  through  one  of  the  dominant  political  bodies  rather  than  a 
third  party.  He  has  served  many  years  as  a member  of  the  school 
board  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the 
community.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  Mrs.  Smith  is  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church.  Sep- 
tember 19,  1883,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Wilson,  who 
was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Lydia  (Fanning)  Wilson,  both  of  whom  died  in  Canandaigua,  that 
State.  Her  maternal  grandparents  passed  their  entire  lives  in 
Rushville,  N.  Y.,  where  her  only  sister  now  resides.  Mrs.  Smith 
was  graduated  in  the  high  school  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  was  a 
successful  teacher  in  the  West  Unity  schools  prior  to  her  marriage. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  five  children — Frederick  G.,  Clara,  George, 
Jr.,  Paul  and  Julia,  the  eldest  son  being  now  a student  in  the  Ohio 
State  University,  in  Columbus. 

DANIEL  B.  STEWART,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the  venerable  and 
highly  honored  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  Williams 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  active  practice  for  more  than 
forty  years,  and  he  has  been  a resident  of  the  county  for  more 
than  half  a century  and  is  well  known  in  all  parts  of  the  same, 
through  his  long  continued  and  self-abnegating  ministrations  as 
a physician.  The  Doctor  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  O.,  on 
the  16th  of  September,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Pepple)  Stewart,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Maryland  andi 
the  latter  in  Columbiana  county,  O.,  where  their  marriage  was 
solemnized.  Matthew  Stewart,  grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  was  a1 
pioneer  of  Columbiana  county,  where  he  died,  and  in  that  county 
also  died  John  and  Catherine  Stewart,  both  having  been  devoted 
members  of  the  Reformed  church,  and  the  father  was  a Democrat 
in  his  political  proclivities  and  a farmer  by  vocation.  Of  the  seven 
children  in  the  family  there  are  living:  Daniel  B.,  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Jeremiah  Bates,  of  Columbiana  county; 
and  Henrietta,  the  wife  of  Andrew  Thomas,  of  Salem,  that  county. 
Dr.  Stewart  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  of  discipline  of  the  home 
farm,  and  his  preliminary  education  was  secured  in  the  typical  log 
school  house,  with  its  puncheon  floor,  slab  benches  and  wide  fire- 
place, and  he  remained  at  the  parental  home  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  He  prepared  himself  for  the  medical 
profession  through  effective  study  and  clinical  work  under  able 
preceptors,  and  lie  is  known  as  one  of  the  able  pioneer  physicians 
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of  Williams  county.  He  here  took  up  his  residence  in  September, 
1851,  locating  on  his  present  fine  farmstead,  which  comprises  eighty 
acres,  in  sections  15  and  16,  Jefferson  township.  He  reclaimed  the 
land  to  cultivation  and  has  made  excellent  improvements  on  the 
property,  and  has  ever  given  his  personal  supervision  to  its  work 
and  management,  though  finding  in  the  earlier  days  an  insistent 
demand  upon  his  time  and  attention  in  his  professional  labors, 
which  called  him  forth  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  day  and  night,  over 
often  almost  impassable  roads,  entailing  the  greatest  of  personal 
discomfort,  which  he  cheerfully  bore  that  he  might  relieve  distress 
and  suffering.  It  is  thus  but  natural  that  he  is  held  in  affectionate 
regard  in  the  county  where  he  has  labored  so  long  and  so  faithfully, 
and  he  is  now  practically  retired,  having  passed  the  age  of  four 
score  years.  In  1850  Dr.  Stewart  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Millwert,  who  proved  a devoted  wife  and  helpmeet 
until  death  severed  the  silver  cord  of  her  gracious  life,  her  demise 
occurring  in  1871.  Of  the  three  children  of  this  union  the  follow- 
ing record  is  given : Sarah  Jane,  who  remains  at  the  parental 

home,  was  a teacher  for  a number  of  years  and  is  a lady  of  culture 
and  gracious  presence;  Emma,  who  became  the  wife  of  Jason 
Crow,  died  in  1903 ; and  John  Henry  is  engaged  in  the  meat-market 
business  at  Montpelier,  this  county.  Dr.  Stewart  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  served  nine 
years  as  treasurer  of  Jefferson  township,  while  he  was  also  school 
director  for  a number  of  years. 

GEORGE  W.  AND  PETER  O.  STIVING  are  so  intimately 
associated  in  their  farming  and  stock-growing  operations,  owning 
one  of  the  fine  landed  estates  of  Madison  township,  that  they  may 
appropriately  be  mentioned  in  the  same  connection  in  this  publica- 
tion, and  they  are  to  be  noted  as  sterling  representatives  of  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Williams  county.  They  are  sons  of 
Philip  and  Leah  (Dohm)  Stiving,  the  former  of  whom  was  bom 
in  Baden,  Germany,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1821,  and  the  latter  was 
born  in  York  county,  Pa.,  in  1823,  having  been  a daughter  of 
Christian  and  Elizabeth  Dohm.  Christian  Dohm  came  to  America 
in  the  Colonial  era  from  Germany,  and  he  served  as  a valiant  soldier 
in  the  Continental  line  during  the  Revolution.  He  continued  his 
residence  in  Pennsylvania  for  a number  of  years  and  then  came 
to  Crawford  county,  O.,  where  he  became  a pioneer  farmer.  He 
passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  Williams  county,  where  he 
died  in  1859,  and  here  his  wife  passed  away  in  1868.  Philip  Stiving 
was  a son  of  Jacob  and  Savilla  (Weidner)  Stiving,  or  Stibing,  as 
the  name  was  originally  spelled,  and  was  a lad  of  thirteen  years 
at  the  time  of  his  parents’  immigration  to  America,  in  1834.  They 
located  near  Shelby,  Richland  county,  O.,  where  the  father  re- 
claimed and  improved  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  county,  there 
continuing  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1875.  His 
wife  survived  him  bv  a number  of  years,  passing  the  closing  years 
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of  her  life  with  her  children,  in  Williams  county,  where  she  died 
at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  Both  were  members 
of  the  German  Reformed  church.  They  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  all  now  deceased.  Philip  Stiving  and  Leah  Dohm 
were  married  in  1845,  and  they  continued  to  reside  in  Richland 
county  until  1856,  when  they  came  to  Williams  county  and  settled 
on  a tract  of  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  in  Madison  township.  He 
had  purchased  this  property  in  1851,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  He  not  only  reclaimed  this  place  from  the  wilderness  but 
became  the  owner  of  other  land,  which  he  likewise  improved,  hav- 
ing been  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  ten  acres  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Concerning  Philip  Stiving  the  following  words  of  ap- 
preciation have  been  written  and  are  well  worthy  of  perpetuation 
in  this  connection : “On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  was  with- 
out capital,  but  with  the  aid  of  a devoted  and  faithful  companion 
he  met  with  success  in  his  undertakings  and  at  his  death  left  a 
large  and  valuable  estate  to  his  children.  In  1856  he  moved  to 
Williams  county,  locating  on  the  farm  where  his  sons  are  now 
living.  Five  years  previously  he  had  made  a trip  on  horseback  to 
this  county,  and  at  that  time  purchased  eighty  acres  of  heavily 
timbered  land.  Soon  afterward  he  contracted  to  have  forty  acres 
of  timber  slashed  and  deadened,  but  on  locating  here  he  had  to 
cut  a road  a mile  in  length  in  order  to  move  his  household  effects 
by  wagon  to  his  new  home.  Finding  an  old  log  shanty  near  his 
land,  he  fixed  it  up  and  lived  there  until  the  following  season,  when 
he  built  a hewed-log  house  on  the  place.  In  later  years  he  erected 
on  the  old  homestead,  comprising  two  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
a commodious  two-story  brick  residence,  a large  barn  and  sub- 
stantial out-buildings,  making  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of 
the  locality.  He  was  a popular  man,  widely  and  favorably  known, 
a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  for  a number  of  years  served  as 
township  trustee,  and  also  filled  many  minor  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  He  became  a member  of  the  German  Reformed  church  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  was  ever  after  a true  and  consistent 
Christian.  His  wife  also  believed  as  he  did:  That  if  we  do  right 
in  this  life  we  will  receive  our  reward  in  the  life  to  come,  whether 
we  are  members  of  church  or  not.  During  the  early  times  in  this 
county  wild  game  was  to  be  had  in  abundance,  and  he  killed  all 
kinds  of  game  for  his  own  use.”  Philip  Stiving  was  summoned  to 
eternal  rest  on  the  12th  of  March,  1888,  and  his  devoted  wife  passed 
away  on  the  6th  of  the  following  October.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Catherine  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Philip  Weidner,  of  Madison  township;  Jacob  W.  is  a rep- 
resentative farmer  of  the  same  township ; Mary  is  the  wife  of 
William  Traxler,  of  the  same  township ; George  W.  is  mentioned 
later  on;  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  Wesley  B.  Greek,  a prominent 
resident  of  Madison  township;  Peter  O.  is  one  of  the  subjects  of 
this  sketch ; Emma  J.  is  the  wife  of  Jefferson  D.  Keller,  of  Madi- 
son township ; and  Savilla  L.  is  the  wife  of  John  Kunkle,  of  Madi- 
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son  township.  George  W.  Stiving  was  born  in  Richland  county, 
O.,  January  15,  1851,  and  he  was  thus  about  seven  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Williams  county.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  early  began  to  assist  in  its 
development  and  cultivation,  and  his  educational  advantages  were 
those  afforded  in  the  local  schools.  He  and  his  brother,  Peter  O., 
have  been  associated  in  their  farming  and  stock  business  for  many 
years  and  are  the  owners  of  a fine  landed  estate  of  three  hundred 
acres,  the  old  homestead  secured  by  their  honored  father  so  many 
years  ago.  They  have  kept  the  place  up  to  the  highest  standard 
and  are  numbered  among  the  most  progressive  farmers  of  the 
county.  For  some  time  they  gave  special  attention  to  the  buying 
and  shipping  of  stock,  but  they  have  practically  withdrawn  from 
this  field  of  enterprise.  George  W.  Stiving  was  married  on  October 
21,  1888,  when  Miss  Anna  Kiser  became  his  wife.  She  was  born 
and  reared  in  Fulton  county,  having  been  a daughter  of  John  Kiser, 
a successful  farmer  of  that  county.  The  only  child  of  this  union 
died  in  infancy,  and  the  mother  passed  away  three  years  later,  on 
the  4th  of  January,  1893,  since  which  time  Mr.  Stiving  has  made 
his  home  with  his  brother,  Peter  O.  Both  are  stanch  adherents  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  keep  well  informed  on  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  hour,  and  both  have  been  called  upon  to  serve  in 
offices  of  local  trust  and  responsibility.  One  of  the  unique  and 
attractive- features  of  the  Stiving  homestead  is  the  fine  deer  park 
of  four  acres,  in  which  the  brothers  have  been  very  successful  in 
the  raising  of  the  beautiful  deer,  such  as  formerly  ran  wild  through 
this  section.  Peter  O.  Stiving’ s early  training  and  education  were 
practically  the  same  as  that  of  his  brother,  and  during  their  years 
of  intimate  association  in  business  the  most  amicable  devotion  has 
been  shown  and  their  mutual  fealty  has  been  unwavering.  August 
15,  1878,  Peter  O.  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  J. 
Kunkle,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Williams  county,  a daughter 
of  Henry  S.  Kunkle,  to  whom  reference  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  She  died  in  February.  1881,  leaving  no  children.  In  1887, 
Mr.  Stiving  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Wallace,  who  was  born  in  Mill- 
creek  township,  this  county,  January  22.  1868,  being  a daughter  of 
Lockwood  M.  and  Emily  (Stantz)  Wallace,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Chautauqua  county.  N.  Y.,  .September  13,  1842,  and 
the  latter  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  O.,  July  13,  1845,  their 
marriage  being  solemnized  November  26,  1863,  in  Williams  county. 
Lockwood  M.  Wallace  was  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  T.  (Alvord) 
Wallace  who  were  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Williams 
county,  and  here  he  was  actively  identified  with  farming  during 
the  greater  portion  of  his  active  career.  He  finally  retired  from 
farming,  passing  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  village  of 
Kunkle,  where  he  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mary  E.  Stiv- 
ing, on  the  26th  of  December.  1903.  He  served  one  and  one-half 
years  as  a Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  his  political  views  at 
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the  time  of  his  death  were  those  of  which  William  J.  Bryan  has 
been  the  chief  exponent.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  church,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who  died  June  9, 
1899.  Three  daughters  survive  the  honored  father.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peter  O.  Stiving  have  five  children,  whose  names,  with  respective 
dates  of  birth,  are  here  entered:  Martha  Belle,  January  2,  1888; 
Grover  Cleveland,  July  31,  1891;  Bessie  R.,  April  17,  1894;  Dorothy 
Reed,  March  3,  1899;  and  Justus  Omcr,  March  8,  1903. 

ELI  STONER,  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Jefferson 
township,  Williams  county,  is  a native  son  of  the  old  Buckeye 
state,  which  he  has  honored  by  his  life  and  services,  having  won 
a distinctive  success  through  his  own  efforts  and  having  so  ordered 
his  course  as  to  command  at  all  times  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  men.  Mr.  Stoner  was  born  in  Stark  county,  O.,  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth' 
(Oberlin)  Stoner,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  York  county,. 
Pa.,  and  the  latter  in  Cumberland  county,  Pa.  As  a lad  of  sixteen 
years  Charles  Stoner  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Stark  county, 
O.,  where  he  was  reared  to  maturity  and  where  he  . worked  at  the 
carpenter  trade  for  a number  of  years.  About  1837  he  removed  to 
Wood  county,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land,  which  he 
reclaimed  to  cultivation,  and  in  i860  sold  out  and  removed  to  Stark 
county,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
tillable  land.  There  he  and  wife  continued  to  reside  until  their 
lespective  deaths,  honored  by  all  who  knew  them.  They  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely : Jonathan,  who  is  a farmer 
of  Stark  county;  Eli,  who  figures  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Mary  Ann,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Oberlin,  of  the  same  county  ; 
Susanna,  whose  first  husband  was  William  Basum  and  her  second' 
husband  was  William  Caldwell,  both  deceased.  She  now  resides 
in  Dalton,  Wayne  county;  Elizabeth,  who  was  first  married  to 
Ephraim  Groop  and  after  his  death  she  married  James  Garmart 
and  resides  in  Stark  county;  Margaret,  who  is  the  wife  of  John 
Gouchenhour,  and  they  reside  in  Wayne  county;  Sophia,  who  first 
married  Jacob  Rease,  and  after  his  death  she  married  George  Neff 
and  they  reside  in  Stark  county,  O.  Eli  Stoner  received  a common 
school  education  in  the  pioneer  schools,  and  he  continued  to  be 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  work  and  management  of  the 
home  farm  until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty-two  years. 
He  resided  in  Stark  county  until  1881,  when  he  came  to  Williams 
county  and  purchased  his  present  farm,  upon  which  he  has  made 
many  improvements,  making  it  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  The 
place  comprises  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  all  available  for 
cultivation,  and  Mr.  Stoner  gives  his  attention  to  diversified  agri- 
culture and  to  the- raising  of  live  stock,  and  his  energy  and  good 
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management  enable  him  to  gain  the  maximum  returns  from  his 
farming  enterprise.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  proclivities. 
In  1867  Mr.  Stoner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine 
Heister,  daughter  of  John  Heister,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Stark 
county,  and  of  this  union  have  been  born  seven  children : Ira,  who 
is  a physician  and  surgeon,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Ransom,  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.  He  married  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Hoover  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Nellie.  Sanford  is  a 
successful  school  teacher  and  is  engaged  in  pedagogic  work  in 
Leadville,  Colo. ; Laura  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Beerbower,  and  they 
reside  with  Mr.  Stoner  and  have  two  children,  Ava  and  Howard. 
Cora  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  Shiffler,  of  Pulaski  township,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Gladys.  William  C.,  who, married  Miss  Olive 
Shafer,  and  has  one  child,  Ardis,  is  preparing  himself  for  the  medi- 
cal profession,  and  is  now  at  Vilas,  Kan. ; Albert  remains  on  the 
homestead  farm,  and  Thurman  is  preparing  to  enter  Ann  Arbor 
University. 

CHARLES  W.  STOY,  a prosperous  and  prominent  farmer,  is  a 
native  of  Williams  county,  O.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, near  Bryan,  on  January  1,  1857.  He  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Keesey)  Stoy,  both  natives  of  Tuscarawas  county, 
O.  After  their  marriage  in  1850  they  removed  to  Williams  county 
in  1854  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  their  son,  C.  W. 
Stoy.  As  the  land  on  which  he  settled  was  all  in  the  woods,  he 
went  to  work  at  once  to  clear  and  improve  it.  During  his  lifetime 
William  Stoy  erected  substantial  buildings  on  it  and  brought  it  to 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  was  rated  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  the  county.  In  politics  he  was  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  with  his  wife  he  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Association.  He  died  on  the  homestead  September  8,  1898,  his 
wife  having  died  four  years  earlier.  To  them  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren. seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  C.  W.  Stoy  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  a fair  common  school  edu- 
cation. Having  been  thoroughly  trained  in  the  occupation  of 
farming  by  his-  father,  and  finding  the  work  agreeable  to  his  taste, 
he  chose  it  as  his  life  work,  determined  to  succeed  as  his  father 
before  him  had  done.  As  his  father  was  an  ardent  Republican  it 
is  but  natural  that  the  son  should  have  the  same  political  views. 
He  is  the  owner  of  the  homestead,  consisting  of  eighty-three  acres 
of  some  of  the  finest  land  in  the  county.  This  was  not  given  him 
by  his  father,  but  was  purchased  by  him.  In  1882  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Steward  of  Williams  county,  by  whom 
he  has  had  two  children,  named  Della  and  Ray.  All  that  Mr. 
Stoy  possesses  he  has  made  by  his  own  effort.  By  practicing  in- 
dustry and  economy  he  has  acquired  a competency. 
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REV.  W.  J.  STOY,  a prominent  preacher 
and  a successful  farmer  of  Center  township* 
Was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Williams 
county,  on  February  16,  1855.  His  father 
was  William  Stoy,  mention  of  whom  is 
made  in  the  preceding-  review.  W.  j.  Stoy 
grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  received 
only  a limited  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county.  This  school 
training  he  has  supplemented  by  hard  earn- 
est study,  so  that  he  may  really  be  called  a 
self-educated  man.  This  learning  he  has  put 
to  good  use  by  preaching  the  Gospel.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  became  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  church  and 
four  years  later  of  the  Conference  of  that 
organization.  For  twelve  years  he  gave  his  undivided  attention  to 
the  ministry  and  since  then  has  devoted  a part  of  his  time  to  gen- 
eral Jarming.  His  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  is  well  equipped  with 
all  the  necessary  buildings,  well  stocked  and  in  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  proving  that  he  is  a progressive  farmer  as  well  as  a 
successful  preacher.  This  double  occupation,  as  might  be  expected, 
makes  him  a very  busy  man.  For  some  time 
he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  of  late  years  he  has  been  an  Indepen- 
dent, voting  for  such  men  as  were,  in  his 
judgment,  best  fitted  for  the  positions  they 
sought.  The  only  political  office  that  he  has 
ever  filled  is  that  of  township  assessor.  On 
December  30,  1878,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Cynthia  E.  Hughes,  who  was 
born  in  Williams  county  in  November,  1856, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Eliza- 
beth (Albert)  Hughes,  both  natives  of  Sen- 
7 eca  county,  O.,  where  the  former  was  born 
in  1829.  They  removed  to  Williams  county 
in  an  early  day.  Ephraim  Hughes  was  a 
, farmer  by  occupation,  a Republican  in  pol- 

>»  itics  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 

C+  He  died  in  1901  and  his  widow  still  survives.  They  had  eleven 
children,  of  whom  six  are  living.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Stoy  was  Thomas  Hughes,  a native  of  Ireland  and  a pioneer  of 
Seneca  county,  where  he  met  a violent  death,  having  been  killed 
at  a railroad  crossing.  To  Reverend  Stoy  and  wife  there  have  been 
born  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  They  are:  Maude  B., 
George  Firman,  Beulah  Blanche,  Florence  Mildred,  Celitia  Esther, 
Frank  Estel  and  Walter  Jennings. 
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NATHANIEL  B.  STUBBS,  M.  D.,  who  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  drug-  firm  of  N.  B.  Stubbs  & Son,  of  Stryker,  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  this  community  for  a long 
term  of  years,  being  widely  known  as  one  of  the  able  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  the  county,  even  as  is  he  recognized  as  a worthy  scion 
of  one  of  the  old  and  distinguished  pioneer  families  of  this  favored 
section  of  the  Buckeye  State,  where  practically  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed.  Dr.  Stubbs  was  born  in  Brady  township,  Williams 
county,  O.,  on  the  iStli  of  May,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  William  M. 
Stubbs,  who  was  born  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  June  22,  1810, 
the  eldest  of  the  seven  children  of  John  and  Phoebe  (Miller)  Stubbs, 
both  of  whom  were  likewise  natives  of  the  old  Empire  State,  where 
the  respective  families  were  early  founded,  both  being  of  English 
extraction.  William  M.  Stubbs  was  reared  and  educated  in  New 
York  State  and  remained  at  the  parental  home  until  the  time  of 
his  marriage.  In  1836  he  came  to  Williams  county,  O.,  and  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  in 
Brady  township.  No  roads  had  been  constructed,  neighbors  were 
few  and  widely  separated  and  the  county  was  but  little  more  than 
an  unbroken  wilderness.  He  made  a clearing  on  his  land  and  there 
erected  a log  cabin  of  the  type  common  to  the  pioneer  days  in  this 
section,  and  there  then  devolved  upon  him  the  herculean  task  of 
reclaiming  his  land  to  cultivation.  He  effected  the  development  of 
a fine  farm,  making  the  best  of  improvements  on  the  same  and 
becoming  one  of  the  most  substantial  agriculturists  of  the  county. 
He  continued  to  reside  on  his  homestead  until  1878,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Stryker  and  became  a partner  with  his  son,  Dr.  Nathaniel 
B.,  in  the  drug  business,  this  association  obtaining  about  two  years, 
after  which  he  lived  retired  until  his  death,  which  occurred  No- 
vember 21,  1900,  and  his'  cherished  and  devoted  wife  was  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal  in  1893.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mar- 
garet A.  Collins,  and  she  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  being 
a daughter  of  David  and  Sabra  (Blanchard)  Collins.  Six  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  and  it  is  germane  that  a brief  record  con- 
cerning them  be  here  incorporated : Martha,  who  became  the  wife 

of  William  Sheridan,  died  in  1875  : Chauncey  C.,  who  married  Miss 
Ella  Grant,  of  West  Unity,  this  county,  is  now  an  extensive  stock- 
grower  in  Montana ; Roxana  L.  is  the  wife  of  John  G.  Rumsey, 
of  Stryker,  mentioned  individually  in  this  work;  Dr.  Nathaniel 
B.  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ; Phoebe  A.  became  the  wife  of 
Samuel  A.  Smith  and  both  now  are  deceased ; and  Sabra  A.  resides 
in  Stryker,  being  the  widow  of  Dr.  Danforth  P.  Aldrich,  who  was 
one  of  the  representative  physicians  of  this  county.  William  M. 
Stubbs  was  a man  of  strong  intellectuality  and  forceful  individual- 
ity, while  his  attributes  of  character  were  such  that  he  ever  com- 
manded unqualified  confidence  and  esteem  in  the  county  of  which 
he  was  a sterling  pioneer.  He  served  as  associate  judge  of  the 
county  and  also  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Brady  township,  having 
been  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  adherency.  Dr.  Nathaniel 
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B.  Stubbs  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the  old  home  farm  and  was 
accorded  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  of  the-  locality. 
He  initiated  his  independent  career  by  becoming  a salesman  in  a 
dry-goods  establishment  in  Stryker,  while  later  he  was  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of  the  county.  In 
1861  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Stryker,  and  in  1864 
he  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  quartermaster’s  department  of  the 
Union  army  at  Wheeling,  West  Va.,  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Upon  his  return  to  Williams  county  he  became  associated 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Danforth  P.  Aldrich,  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  Stryker,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  this  line  of  enterprise.  Dr.  Aldrich  withdrew  from  the 
firm  in  1877  and  thereafter  the  father  of  Dr.  Stubbs  was  associated 
in  the  enterprise  for  two  years,  as  has  already  been  noted  in  this 
context.  Then  the  Doctor  individually  continued  the  business 
until  August  3,  1889,  when  he  admitted  his  only  son.  W.  S.  Stubbs, 
to  partnership,  under  the  present  firm  name.  In  the  meanwhile, 
aside  from  the  valuable  discipline  gained  through  his  active  con- 
nection with  the  pharmaceutical  business,  Dr.  Stubbs  had  taken 
up  the  technical  study  of  medicine  in  a careful  way,  and  in  1871 
he  was  matriculated  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  February  of  the  following  year,  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  forthwith  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  connection  with  his  drug  business,  and  he  continues 
his  active  and  able  labors  as  a physician  and  surgeon.  Dr.  Stubbs 
has  ever  taken  a deep  and  helpful  interest  in  local  affairs  of  a public 
nature,  and  his  attitude  has  been  that  of  a generous  and  public- 
spirited  citizen.  He  is  a stalwart  Democrat  and  has  served  as 
trustee,  clerk  and  treasurer  of  Springfield  township,  as  a member 
of  the  city  council  of  Stryker,  and  as  a valued  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  having  been  incumbent  of  the  office  of  school  director 
for  the  long  period  of  thirty-six  years.  In  a fraternal  way  he  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  In  1862  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Stubbs 
to  Miss  Eliza  S.  Stone,  who  was  born  in  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  being 
a daughter  of  Granville  and  Maria  (Butler)  Stone,  and  two  chil- 
dren represent  the  offspring  of  this  union:  Walter  L.,  who  was 
born  in  Stryker,  October  17,  1867,  is  associated  with  his  father  in 
business,  as  has  already  been  stated,  and  is  one  of  the  progressive 
business  men  and  popular  citizens  of  his  native  town.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  served  two  years  as  a member  of  the  city 
council  and  two  years  as  a member  of  the  board  of  education,  and 
in  a fraternal  way  lie  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Cora  L.  is  the  wife  of  John  H.  Carpenter,  of  Laporte,  Ind.,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Helen  E.  and  Mildred. 

PETER  T.  SUFFEL,  a prominent  and  successful  farmer  of  St. 
Joseph  township,  was  born  July  3,  1880.  He  is  the  son  of  Peter 
and  Sarah  (Goeltzenleuchter)  Suff el,  the  former  a native  of  Ba- 
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varia,  Germany,  and  the  latter  of  Stark  county,  Q.  His  grand- 
parents were  Philip  and  Caroline  (Radenbaugh)  Suffel,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  and  came  directly  to  Ohio,  locating  on  a farm 
three  miles  southeast  of  Edgerton,  where  he  died  in  1857,  and  his 
widow  in  July,  1885.  Peter  Suffel  was  quite  young  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  the  United  States.  Having  been  reared  on  a 
farm,  he  naturally  chose  farming  as  his  avocation.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat,  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  He  married  Sarah  Goeltzenleuchter  February  18,  1855, 
and  to  this  union  eleven  children  were  born,  all  but  two  still  living. 
Those  living  are:  Julia  A.,  Solomon  H.,  William,  Sarah,  Emanuel, 
Hannah,  Harriet,  Benjamin  and  Peter  T.  Those  deceased  are : 
Caroline,  the  eldest,  and  Irwin,  the  tenth  child.  Mr.  Suffel  died  July 
31,  1898,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  his  widow  still  survives,  re- 
siding in  St.  Joseph  township,  aged . sixty-seven  years.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Suffel  were  Philip  R.  and  Dorotha  (Shaefer)  Goeltzen- 
leuchter, both  born  in  Pirmasens,  Bavaria,  Germany,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  about  1837  and  located  near  Waynesburg,  Stark 
county,  O.,  and  in  1844  came  to  Williams  county,  where  the  father 
died  December  3,  1872,  aged  sixty-two  years.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  dying  December  6,  1899.  The  parents  of 
Dorotha  Shaefer  were  Henry  and  Catherine  (Gilbert)  Shaefer,  both 
natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  Stark  county  in  1837,  where  the 
father  died  in  1844,  his  wife  surviving  him  twelve  years,  dying  in 
DeKalb  county,  Ind.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Suffel 
were  Christian  and  Catherine  (Deihl)  Goeltzenleuchter,  who  lived 
and  died  in  their  native  land.  Peter  T.  Suffel  was  born  and  reared 
on  the  old  homestead  and  received  a fair  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  home  county.  For  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
saw-mill  business,  in  which  enterprise  he  succeeded  quite  well. 
Then  for  some  time  he  worked  in  the  basket  factory  at  Edgerton, 
but  for  the  past  three  years  he  has  farmed  on  the  old  homestead. 
He  is  a man  of  push  and  enterprise  and  succeeds  at  anything  he 
undertakes. 

CLYDE  E.  THOMAS  merits  recognition  as  one  of  the  able  and 
progressive  newspaper  men  and  popular  citizens  of  Williams 
county,  being  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Montpelier  Leader.  He 
was  born  in  Florence  township,  this  county,  on  the  21st  of  March, 
1865,  and  is  a son  of  Albert  P.  and  Nancy  J.  (Dole)  Thomas,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  Febru- 
ary 16,  1834,  while  the  latter  was  born  near  Salem,  Columbiana 
county,  March  1,  1844.  Our  subject’s  father  came  to  the  county 
in  1840  when  he  was  but  a child,  and  the  country  was  an  unbroken 
forest.  He  attended  such  schools  as  the  county  afforded  until 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  attended  a graded  school  at 
Orland,  Ind.,  a few  terms,  which  prepared  him  for  teaching,  and 
that  worthy  vocation  he  followed  ten  or  twelve  years.  In  1864  he 
was  married  to  Nancy  J.  Dole  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Florence 
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township,  where  he  remained  until  1876,  when  he  sold  that  farm 
and  bought  another  and  larger  one,  two  and  one-half  miles  north- 
east of  Montpelier,  residing  there  until  1893,  when  he  retired  and 
removed  to  Montpelier,  where  he  now  resides.  The  mother  came 
to  Williams  county  with  her  parents,  who  settled  on  the  farm 
which  is  now  the  Thomas  homestead  in  1855,  and  remained  here 
attending  school  until  1864,  when  she  was  married.  Her  mother, 
Mrs.  Lenorah  Dole,  now  more  than  ninety  years  old,  is  still  living 
in  Bryan.  The  Thomas  family  is  an  ancient  and  honorable  one, 
and  according  to  Welsh  traditions  the  history  of  the  family  com- 
mences with  Urian  Rheged,  a prince  of  Northern  Britain  in  the 
sixth  century,  who  was  expelled  from  his  principality  by  the  Saxons 
and  took  refuge  in  Wales,  from  which  have  emanated  the  prin- 
cipal American  branches  of  the  family,  twenty-eight  representa- 
tives of  which  had  come  to  the  new  world  prior  to  1699,  and  the 
name  was  prominent  in  the  early  wars  as  well  as  that  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  ancestry  of  Clyde  E.  Thomas  is  traced  in  direct  line 
to  William  Thomas,  concerning  whom  the  following  interesting 
data  have  been  secured  lor  reproduction  in  this  connection : “A 
cruel  fate  was  that  of  William  Thomas,  who,  in  1712,  essayed  to 
embark  for  America  from  the  city  of  Bristol.  He  had  large  posses- 
sions which  he  converted  into  cash.  This,  together  with  the 
clothing  for  himself  and  family,  he  put  on  board  the  vessel.  Before 
the  day  appointed  for  its  sailing  Thomas  and  his  family  found  to 
their  consternation  that  the  vessel  had  set  sail,  but  was  not  yet 
out  of  sight.  Pursuit  was  made  in  a small  craft  and  signals  hoisted, 
but  with  no  result.  The  vessel  passed  from  sight  and  the  family 
were  left  destitute.  They,  however,  obtained  credit  and  came  to 
this  country,  landing  in  Philadelphia,  where  they  had  the  mortifica- 
tion— as  is  set  down  in  the  records — of  seeing  some  of  their  goods 
in  possession  and  some  of  their  wearing  apparel  on  the  backs  of 
those  who  had  purchased  them  from  the  dishonest  master  of  the 
vessel.  They  were  not  able  to  recover  anything.  Fortune,  how- 
ever, favored  William  Thomas  in  the  country  of  his  adoption,  and 
he  became  a leader  among  the  people.  Pie  gave  each  of  his  five 
sons  and  two  daughters  a farm  and  stone  house  upon  the  occasion 
of  their  marriages.  He  also  erected  a stone  meeting-house  at  his 
own  expense.  Although  the  congregation  probably  assisted  him, 
Mr.  Thomas  himself  worked  in  fiinishing  the  interior  of  the  build- 
ing. He  made  the  pulpit  out  of  a hollow  gum  tree,  which  was  laid 
on  a platform.  At  that  time  ‘Elder  Thomas/  as  he  was  called, 
for  he  was  often  engaged  in  preaching,  was  nearly  sixty  years  of 
age.  He  always  carried  his  gun  and  sword  to  meeting,  depositing 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  pulpit,  this  being  the  period  of  the  French 
and  Indian  wars.”  From  this  stanch  old  Pennsylvania  patriarch  is 
descended  Clyde  E.  Thomas,  and  he  may  well  take  pride  in  revert- 
ing to  the  genealogical  records  for  the  intervening  decades.  He 
was  accorded  the  advantages  of  the  district  schools  near  the  home 
farm,  in  Florence  and  Superior  townships,  and  was  a student 
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about  one  year  in  the  Montpelier  high  school,  but  his  education 
has  been  largely  through  well-directed  reading  and  self-discipline. 
He  continued  to  be  associated  with  agricultural  pursuits  until  he 
was  about  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  when  he  located  in  Mont- 
pelier and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  to 
which  he  gave  his  attention  until  July  ist,  1899,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  Montpelier  Leader,  of  which  he  has  since  been  editor 
and  publisher.  The  paper  is  an  eight-column  quarto,  issued  on 
Thursday  of  each  week,  and  is  not  only  a vehicle  for  bearing-  the 
local  news  in  acceptable  form,  but  for  upholding  the  best  interests 
of  the  community,  and  Mr.  Thomas  has  made  it  a power  in  fur- 
thering the  cause  of  the  Republican  party  in  its  circulatory  prov- 
ince. Mr.  Thomas  is  at  the  present  time  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
mayor  of  Montpelier,  and  his  administration  has  been  marked  by 
wise  and  progressive  policies  and  due  conservatism.  He  has  also 
served  as  city  clerk  and  as  a member  of  the  board  of  state  deputy 
supervisors  of  elections,  retaining  the  latter  position  two  terms. 
March  28,  1905,  Mr.  Thomas  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nettie 
M.  Powers,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Flora  (Coonly)  Powers,  orig- 
inally of  Orono,  province  of  Ontario,  Can.,  but  later  of  Galesburg, 
Mich. 

DAVID  THOMAS,  a successful  farmer  residing  near  Edgerton, 
was  born  in  Holmes  county,  O.,  on  December  14,  1830.  He  is  the 
son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Domer)  Thomas,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Jacob  Thomas  was  born  in  Bedford,  Pa.,  in  1801.  He 
first  removed  to  Holmes  county  and  in  the  fall  of  1842  to  Williams 
county  and  settled  on  a farm  which  he  at  once  prepared  to  clear 
and  which  his  son  David  now  owns.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat 
until  1856,  when  he  became  an  ardent  Republican.  In  religious 
matters  he  was  identified  with  the  Dunkard  church.  He  was  twice 
married.  By  his  first  wife.  Miss  Barbara  Harman,  he  had  three 
children,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary 
Domer,  by  whom  he  also  had  three  children,  of  whom  David,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  one  living.  Jacob  Thomas  died 
June  18,  1877,  a£Td  seventy-five  years,  and  his  wife  February  6, 
1873,  aged  seventy-six  years.  David  Thomas  grew  to  manhood 
on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  a fair  common  school  education. 
He  owns  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  a part  of  the  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  his  father  once  owned,  and  follows  gen- 
eral farming.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  On  January  1 > i857>  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Catherine 
Snyder,  a native  of  trawford  county,  O.,  and  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Caroline  (Sheller)  Snyder,  the  former  a native  of  Prussia  and 
the  latter  of  Saxony.  William  Snyder  and  wife,  the  parents  of 
John  Snyder,  settled  in  Crawford  county,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-three  and  she  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  John 
Snyder  came  to  Williams  county  about  the  year  1850,  was  a Meth- 
odist minister  for  more  than  fifteen  years  and  for  a part  of  that 
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time  the  presiding  elder  of  the  district.  He  is  n6w  a resident  of 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  aged  ninety  years.  To  David  Thomas  and  wife 
were  born  nine  children.  Their  names  follow:  John  S.,  born  March 
2 5,  1858,  a carpenter  and  farmer  by  occupation,  a Republican  in 
politics  and  the  husband  of  Miss  Alice  VanBuskirk,  of  Florence 
township,  who  died  in  June,  1901,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Mary  Agatha  and  Ralph  Waldo;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Rushton  G. 
Lint  of  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county;  William,  a farmer 
of  Center  township ; Rebecca,  now  Mrs.  Connan  of  Bryan,  O. ; 
Caroline  Matilda,  who  married  Frank  B.  Laneus  and  died  in  1886; 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  George  P.  Webber  of  Montpelier,  O; 
David  Albert  and  Jacob,  farmers  of  Center  township,  and  James, 
a Wabash  railroad  employee.  His  first  wife  having  died  on  March 
4,  1874,  David  Thomas  married  Mrs.  Mary  Delp,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Meyers,  of  Columbiana  county,  O.,  where  she  was  born 
February  18,  1837.  Of  the  seven  children  she  had  by  Mr.  Delp 
.three  are  still  living,  viz.:  Milton,  Lillie  and  Alwilda. 

ALPHEUS  S.  UMBENHAUR,  a retired  farmer  and  sterling 
citizen  of  Williams  county,  where  he  has  passed  his  entire  life,  is 
a resident  of  the  attractive  little  city  of  Montpelier.  He  was  born 
in  Superior  township,  this  county,  on  the  25th  of  October,  1850, 
and  is  a representative  of  the  third  generation  of  the  family  in 
the  county.  The  genealogical  data  accessable  traces  back  only  to 
"his  grandfather,  Philip  Umbenhaur,  who  was  born  in  Berks  county, 
Pa.,  and  of  German  ancestry.  When  a young  man  he  removed 
from  the  old  Keystone  State  to  Frederick  county,  Va.,  locating  in 
the  vicinity  of  Winchester,  where  he  was  engaged  for  a number 
of  years  as  a successful  planter.  In  1837  he  came  to  Williams 
county,  O.,  and  secured  a tract  of  land  in  Superior  township,  which 
had  been  previously  pre-empted  by  Jacob  Pultz.  Here  he  developed 
a good  farm,  to  whose  cultivation  he  gave  his  attention  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  shortly  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  during  the  progress  of  that  great  conflict  his 
wife  died.  Her  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Pultz,  and  she  like- 
wise was  born  in  Berks  county,  Pa.  The  remains  of  both  rest  in 
the  old  cemetery  south  of  Montpelier.  George  Umbenhaur,  father 
of  Alpheus  S.,  was  born  near  Wnichester,  Va.,  April  12,  1810,  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Ohio  and  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life  in 
Williams  county,  having  been  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of 
Bridgewater  township  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred 
November  4,  1871,  interment  being  made  in  the  Cogswell  cemetery 
in  Bridgewater  township.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Laura  Lloyd,  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  she  died  in  1851,  having  been  the  mother  of  five 
children,  namely:  Harriet,  the  widow  of  Benjamin  F.  Morris,  and 
a resident  of  Montpelier,  O. ; Benjamin  F.,  a resident  of  Mont- 
pelier; Virgil  A.,  of  Beagle,  Kan.;  Francis  Marion,  deceased  in 
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infancy;  and  Alpheus  Shannon,  subject  of  this  review,  who  was 
aged  about  one  year  at  the  time  of  his  mother’s  death.  Laura 
Lloyd’s  grandfather  Lloyd  was  a soldier  i n the  Revolutionary 
war.  George  Umbenhaur  consummated  a second  marriage,  wed- 
ding Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Dean)  Young,  who  was  born  in  Canandaigua, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children — George  W., 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  Bryce  H.,  who  is  a resident  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Umbenhaur  died  in  September,  1900, 
in  Kansas,  where  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest.  Alpheus  S. 
Umbenhaur  received  his  early  educational  discipline  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Bridgewater  township,  which  he  continued  to  attend 
a portion  of  each  year  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He  was 
reared  on  a farm,  and  after  leaving  school  he  continued  to  be 
actively  concerned  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  Montpelier,  where  he  followed 
the  carpenter,  trade  for  the  ensuing  nine  years.  About  two  years 
later  he  purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Superior 
township,  and  he  gave  his  attention  to  diversified  agriculture  and 
stock-growing  until  1904,  when  he  again  took  up  his  residence  in 
the  town  of  Montpelier,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  still  owns 
a fine  farm  of  seventy-one  acres,  adjoining  the  town  on  the  north- 
west, and  a farm  of  about  seventy-five  acres  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road,  one-half  mile  west  of  town,  the  two  farms  being  prac- 
tically together,  and  he  finds  a profitable  source  of  income  from  the 
operation  of  several  gravel  banks.  He  is  a loyal  and  well-liked 
citizen,  is  a stalwart  Republican,  having  held  the  offices  of  road 
supervisor  and  school  director,  and  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  its  adjunct  organization  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah.  Mrs.  Umbenhaur  is  also  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  and  has  held  an  office  in  the  order 
almost  continuously  since  she  became  a member.  August  13,  1876, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Umbenhaur  to  Miss  Florence 
A.  Stocking,  daughter  of  Timothy  W.  and  Sarah  J.  (Adams) 
Stocking,  of  Bridgewater  township.  Timothy  W.  Stocking  was  the 
fourth  in  a family  of  eight  children  born  to  John  and  Polly  (Train) 
Stocking,  the  former  a native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  father  of  Polly  Train  was  John  Train,  who  enlisted 
at  Tinmouth,  Vt.,  as  a private  in  a. company  of  Vermont  troops 
which  was  under  the  command  of  Captain  Grant  and  Col.  Warner 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Timothy  W.  Stocking  was  born 
in  Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  on  January  1,  1817.  He  was  reared  in 
York  State  and  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  On  November  24, 
1838,  he  married  Sarah  J.  Adams,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  born  on  July  24,  1816.  They  removed  to  Williams 
county  in  1854  and  settled  on  a farm  which  he  purchased.  In 
1866  they  removed  to  Bryan,  where  Mr.  Stocking  was  connected 
with  the  United  States  internal  revenue  service,  and  after  five 
years’  residence  there  they  returned  to  the  farm,  and  in  1884  re“ 
moved  to  Montpelier,  where  Mr.  Stocking  died  on  February  8r 
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1889.  He  had  served  three  terms  as  commissioner  of  Williams 
county,  and  also  as  clerk  and  trustee  of  Bridgewater  township. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  filled  the  office  of  deputy  provost  marshal. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
also  of  the  National  Grange.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Republican  party  in  Williams  county.  In  all  the  various  duties 
of  life  that  he  was  called  upon  to  perform  he  acquitted  himself 
with  credit  and  was  a man  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  November  1st,  1902,  when  she  died 
in  her  eighty-seventh  year.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Fanny  (Langdon)  Adams,  both  natives  of  New  York,  where  they 
resided  in  Wayne  county  until  their  deaths.  The  former  was  born 
August  25,  1786,  and  died  April  17,  1861.  The  latter  was  born 
March  2,  1792,  and  died  November  29,  1827.  Timothy  W.  and 
Sarah  J.  Stocking  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Joseph  E.  born  December  25,  1840,  and  resides  at  Anita,  Cass 
county,  la.;  Frances  L.,  born  November  11,  1843,  died  October 
2,  1873;  Annettie  J.,  born  June  19,  1846,  and  died  November  4, 
1874;  and  Florence  A.,  born  February  6,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Joseph  and  Fanny  (Langdon)  Adams  were 
married  on  October  1,  1801.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Umbenhaur  have  no 
children.  They  are  enjoying  a pleasant  home  in  Montpelier,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  incident  to  a well-regulated  household. 
Mrs.  Umbenhaur  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  “Women’s 
Relief  Corps”  of  Montpelier,  and  she  is  also  a member  of  the 
Women’s  Historical  Society,  a local  organization. 

WALTER  S.  UNGER,  B.C.S.,  M.D.,  a prominent  and  highly 
successful  physician  of  Melbern,  was  born  in  Stark  county,  O., 
August  n,  1874.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  W.  and  Charity  E.  (Mil- 
ler) Unger,  the  former  a native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Indiana. 
His  grandfather,  George  Unger,  was  the  son  of  George  Unger,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  who  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  mar- 
ried a Miss  Haines,  the  daughter  of  an  English  nobleman,  and 
came  to  Canton,  O.,  in  1826,  where  both  died.  One  of  their  sons, 
Jacob  Unger,  was  a hotel-keeper  at  Minerva,  O.,  for  more  than 
sixty  years  and  frequently  entertained  William  McKinley.  George 
Unger,  the  grandfather  of  Walter  S.  Unger,  spent  his  life  in  Can- 
ton, where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a shoemaker  and  farming,  being 
the  owner  of  a farm  just  south  of  the  county  farm  of  Stark  county, 
and  now  is  in  part  laid  off  into  town  lots.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Smith  and  died  at  Canton  in  1873,  aged  sixty-two  years.  His 
widow  survived  him  twenty-six  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  Jacob  W.  Unger,  the  father  of  Walter  S.  Unger,  grew 
to  manhood  at  Canton,  receiving  a liberal  education  in  the  public 
schools.  When  a young  man  he  taught  school  in  Stark  county 
for  five  years,  meeting  with  marked  success.  He  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-second  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
on  May  2,  1864,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1874  he- 
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removed  to  .Williams  county  and  located  at  Edgerton.  Here  he 
owned  the  first  hay-press  and  shipped  the  first  car  load  of  baled 
hay  out  of  Williams  county.  He  took  a deep  interest  in  the  public 
schools  of  Edgerton  and  served  for  seven  years  on  the  school 
board.  He  and  wife  had  one  child,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Walter  S.  Unger  attended  the  Edgerton  high  school  and  on  Febru- 
ary io,.  1894,  he  completed  the  commercial  course  in  the  Tri-State 
Normal  at  Angola,  Ind.,  receiving  the  degree  of  B.C.S.  Then  he 
attended  the  Toledo  Medical  College  one  year,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  at  Detroit, 
Mich.,  where,  after  two  years’  arduous  work,  he  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  on  March  23,  1897.  He  at  once  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  Melbern,  and  now  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful physicians  of  the  county.  He  is  a Republican  iii  politics  and  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  Center  township.  He  is  a member 
of  Edgerton  Lodge,  No.  357,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In  1898 
he  married  Miss  Isola  F.  Burger  of  Hicksville,  O.,  born  in  Noble 
county,  Ind.,  June  15,  1873,  and  educated  at  Hicksville  O.,  where 
she  removed  with  her  parents,  Joseph  and  Mary  Burger,  about 
1879.  Joseph  Burger  served  three  years  in  the  Union  army  and 
still  resides  at  Hicksville,  O.,  having  lost  his  wife  in  1885.  To 
Doctor  Unger  and  wife  two  children  have  been  born;  Paul  W.  and 
Dorris  B. 

GEORGE  WALKER  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finely  improved 
farm  properties  of  Northwest  township,  where  he  has  maintained 
his  home  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  where  he  has  achieved  a 
position  of  independence  through  well  directed  effort,  being  now 
practically  retired,  though  giving  a general  supervision  to  his 
farming  interests.  Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Wurt- 
emburg,  Germany,  on  the  7th  of  October,  1840,  and  his  early  edu- 
cational training  was  secured  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his 
fatherland,  being  later  supplemented  by  a period  of  study  in  the 
common  schools  of  Medina  county,  O.  His  honored  parents,  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (Crouver)  Walker,  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Ger- 
many, the  father  having  been  a wagonmaker  and  farmer.  In  1857 
George  Walker  severed  the  ties  which  bound  him  to  home  and 
native  land  and  set  forth  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  America,  being 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources  and  being  strong  in  his  deter- 
mination and  his  willingness  to  do  whatever  honorable  work  that 
would  enable  him  to  forge  to  the  front  in  the  New  World.  He 
landed  in  New  York  city  and  thence  made  his  way  to  Medina 
county,  O..  locating  in  Guilford  township,  where  he  was  employed 
in  farm  work  by  the  month,  in  the  meanwhile  attending  the  district 
schools  a portion  of  the  winters.  In  1861  he  came  to  Williams 
county  and  purchased  fifty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Northwest  town- 
ship, and  took  up  his  residence  on  the  place  in  1863,  clearing  the 
land  of  its  heavy  timber  and  eventually  purchasing  an  adjoining 
fifty  acres,  which  two  tracts  combined  makes  his  present  finely 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


575 


improved  landed  estate,  which  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation 
and  gives  evidence  of  the  well  directed  energy  which  has  been 
brought  to  bear  in  transforming  it  from  a wild  condition  to  a 
productive  and  attractive  farmstead.  He  has  labored  earnestly 
during  many  years,  has  been  a loyal  citizen  and  has  never  lacked 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellowmen.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
his  political  proclivities  and  formerly  served  as  trustee  of  his  town- 
ship. His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Union  church.  In 
1861  Mr.  Walker  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Shook,  who  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  O.,  on  July  27,  183S,  being  a daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Kindig)  Shook,  who  were  pioneers  of  Wayne 
county,  where  the  father  died  in  1879  an(l  ^le  mother  in  1889,  both 
having  been  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  the  father  being  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a farmer  by  vocation.  Following  is  a 
brief  record  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker: 
Albert  R.,  who  married  Mary  E.  Hamilton,  is  a successful  farmer 
of  Northwest  township;  Emma  became  the  wife  of  Edward  Norris 
and  her  death  occurred  in  February,  1903,  one  child,  Charles  Thur- 
man, surviving  her;  Charles  William,  a farmer  of  this  township, 
married  Neocia  Humphrey,  and  they  have  two  children,  Velma 
Viola  and  Estella  May;  Elizabeth  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Elmer 
Humphrey,  a farmer  of  Northwest  township,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Mabel  Grace. 

JAMES  F.  WALLACE,  a prominent  and  highly  successful 
farmer,  near  Melbern,  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  O.,  August 
18,  1835.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Martha  (Laughlin)  Wal- 
lace, the  former  a native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  William  Wallace  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Columbiana  county,  where  William  Wallace  is  buried, 
and  Mrs.  Wallace  is  buried  near  Bryan.  He  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, a Democrat  in  politics,  serving  as  township  assessor,  and 
was  regarded  as  an  upright  and  exemplary  citizen  by  all  who  knew 
him  and  who  had  dealings  with  him.  His  wife  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  settling  on  a farm  in  Columbiana  county, 
where  her  parents  died.  William  and  Martha  Wallace  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  living 
except  two  daughters.  James  F.  Wallace  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  a fair  common  school  education  in  Columbiana  and 
William  counties,  having  come  to  the  latter  county  with  his  mother 
and  family  about  the  year  1855.  While  a farmer  by  occupation 
he  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  at  which  he  proved  quite  successful, 
as  is  shown  by  the  substantial  buildings  he  erected,  not  only  for 
himself  on  his  farm,  but  also  for  other  parties.  On  September  20, 
1864.  he  was  drafted  into  the  United  States  armv  and  served  as 
a private  in  Company  K,  Forty-seventh  Ohio  infantry  regiment. 
His  command  captured  Fort  McAllister  and  continued  with  Sher- 
man’s army  until  the  surrender  of  Lee,  when  it  went  to  Richmond 
and  thence  to  Washington,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  on 
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May  31,  1865,  Mr.  Wallace  being  honorably  discharged  at  Colum- 
bus, O.  In  1877  he  located  on  the  present  homestead,  a farm  of 
eighty  acres  of  well  improved  land  which  is  equipped  with  all  the 
necessary  buildings.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  serving  as 
such  in  the  capacity  of  township  supervisor  for  four  years.  On 
February  18,  1862,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lydia  Nihart,  born  in 
Williams  county,  January  20,  1844,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Anna  Mary  (Frock)  Nihart,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Four  children  have  blessed  the  marriage  of  James 
F.  Wallace  and  wife.  Leroy  G.,  the  eldest,  was  born  March  6, 
1863,  and*  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  county. 
He  is  a farmer  by  occupation,  a Republican  in  politics  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  William  J.,  the  second  son,  was  born  July  6,  1865, 
and  received  a fair  public  school  education.  By  occupation  he  is 
a railway  clerk,  operating  on  the  line  from  Cleveland  to  Chicago. 
He  married  Miss  Rose  Parcher,  of  Williams  county,  and  by  her 
has  had  four  children.  They  are : Selma  Irene,  Blanche  Esther, 
Wilma  and  Carlton,  the  latter  being  deceased.  Lawrence  N.,  born 
July  1 7,  1869,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Bryan,  is 
employed  in  Edgerton  and  is  a Republican  in  politics,  having  served 
for  some  years  as  deputy  probate  judge  at  Bryan.  He  married 
Miss  Letitia  Potts  and  has  a family  of  two  children,  named  Cleo 
and  Carmen.  Harry  F.,  the  youngest,  was  born  February  25, 
1871,  and  was  educated  at  Bryan  and  the  State  Business  College 
of  Toledo.  He  has  served  as  stenographer  in  the  Ordinance  de- 
partment of  the  United  States  governninet  at  Akron,  O.,  as  man- 
ager of  the  Wallace  Collecting  Agency,  and  as  a typewriter  sales- 
man. He  is  wedded  to  Miss  Nellie  Bucklew  and  has  two  children, 
Marion  and  Mildred. 

JOSEPH  WARNER,  a retired  farmer  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Bridgewater  township,  is  a native  of  Wooster,  Wayne 
county,  O.,  having  been  born  there  on  November  12,  1831.  He  is 
the  son  of  David  and  Leah  (Dierdorf)  Warner,  the  former  born 
in  1803  and  the  latter,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1805.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  died  in  Stark 
county,  O.,  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  A sister  of  this  vener- 
abel  man  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  three  years. 
David  Warner  first  came  to  the  neighborhood  of  Camden,  Stark 
county,  O.,  where  he  cleared  a farm,  and  his  next  move  was  to 
Wayne  county  and  later  to  Crawford  county.  In  1864  he  removed 
to  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  died  June 
16,  1878,  his  wife  having  died  July  11,  1876.  Joseph  Warner  grew 
to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  such  an  education  as 
the  common  schools  of  his  day  afforded.  For  twenty  years  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  threshing.  He  came  to  Williams  county 
in  1864  and  now  owns  a valuable  and  highly  productive  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  seven  acres.  As  a Democrat  he  has  served  the 
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people  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  and  school  director.  In  religious 
matters  he  and  wife  are  devout  members  of  the  Church  of  God. 
On  September  i,  1852,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Fry,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Amy  Fry,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  wife  died  June  22,  1873.  To  the  marriage  of  Joseph  Warner 
and  wife  there  were  born  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
They  are:  Sarah  Ann,  David,  Amy,  Samantha  Ellen,  Joseph,  Mary, 

Matilda,  Daniel  and  Jane. 

WENDEL  E.  WASNICH  has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of 
the  representative  farmers  of  the  township  and  county  in  which  he 
was  born  and  reared  and  in  which  he  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  in 
Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  on  the  12th  of  January, 
1865,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Rempp)  Wasnich,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Richland  county  and  the  latter  in 
Wayne  county,  O.,  and  both  came  to  Williams  county  when  young, 
having  been  married  here.  John  Wasnich  was  the  son  of  Wendel 
Wasnich,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  from  whence  he  came  to 
America  when  a young  man,  settling  in  Richland  county,  O.,  where 
he  remained  until  1850,  and  then  came  to  Williams  county  and 
settled  in  Jefferson  township,  where  he  secured  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  reclaimed  from  the  virgin  forest,  eventually  selling 
the  property  and  purchasing  another  farm  in  the  same  township. 
He  passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  homes  of  his  children, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  August,  1891,  while  his  wife  died  in  1879. 
John  Wasnich  learned  the  trade  of  a carpenter,  to  which  he  devoted 
more  or  less  attention  for  many  years,  and  he  lived  on  the  home- 
stead now  owned  by  his  son,  Wendel  E.,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1891,  while  his  cherished  and 
devoted  wife  was  summoned  into  eternal  rest  in  March,  1879. 
Both  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed  church,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  was  a stalwart  Democrat,  having  held  various  public  offices 
of  a local  nature.  This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Wendel  E.,  whose  name  introduces  this  paragraph; 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  William  Bly,  of  Jefferson  township;  and 
Claudia,  the  wife  of  Ellsworth  Connley,  of  Jefferson  township. 
Wendel  E.  Wasnich  has  lived  on  the  old  homestead  farm  from 
the  time  of  his  birth  to  the  present,  and  he  has  found  the  agricul- 
tural industry  well  worthy  of  his  continuous  allegiance,  having 
attained  success  through  his  interposition  therewith,  and  he  has 
held  the  same  unqualified  confidence  and  esteem  as  were  enjoyed 
by  his  honored  father.  On  the  15th  of  January,  1888,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  M.  Barr,  who  was  born  in  Richland 
county,  O.,  being  a daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  (Bly)  Barr,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  O.,  and  the  latter 
in  Virginia.  Mr.  Barr  came  to  Williams  county  in  1885,  and  the 
family  settled  in  Jefferson  township,  where  he  became  a prosperous 
and  influential  farmer.  He  died  in  April,  1904,  and  his  wife  still 
37 
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lives  on  the  homestead  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wasnich  have  two 
children — William  W.  and  Alma  M.  Mr.  Wasnich  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  county  and  is  a man  of  intelligence 
and  forceful  individuality,  taking  a loyal  interest  in  local  affairs 
and  being  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  the  spring 
of  1901  he  was  elected  trustee  of  Jefferson  township,  for  a term  of 
three  years,  and  he  has  served  three  years  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  of  his  district  and  also  as  a road  officer.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Reformed  church. 

THE  WATERSTON  FAMILY.— For  nearly  three-fourths  of  a 
century  the  Waterston  family  has  resided  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
for  more  than  fifty  years  it  has  been  actively  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  Williams  county,  its  members  being 
recognized  as  belonging  to  the  class  of  the  leading  and  substantial 
citizens.  Very  generally  they  have  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
and,  true  to  their  sturdy  Scotch  ancestry,  they  have  been  industri- 
ous and  conservative.  In  every  instance  they  have  discharged 
faithfully  the  duties  incumbent  upon  good  citizens,  two  of  them 
having  served  their  country  as  soldiers  during  the  dark  days  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  one  the  county  in  the  capacity  of  a public  official. 
The  Waterston  family  is  of  Scotch  stock  and  was  founded  in  the 
United  States  and  Ohio  in  1831,  by  Alexander  Waterston.  This 
worthy  ancestor  was  born  at  Dalkeith,  Scotland,  March  6,  1805, 
the  elder  son  of  Simon  and  Janet  (Thorburn)  Waterston,  both 
natives  of  Scotland.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  night- 
schools  and  he  learned  the  tanner’s  trade  with  his  grandfather, 
Alexander  Thorburn,  and  followed  that  occupation  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  the  city  of  Edinburg  and  there 
learned  the  baker’s  trade  which  he  followed  until  he  sailed  for 
America.  On  September  15,  1829,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Janet 
Forrest,  a native  of  Penicuik,  Scotland,  where  she  was  born  on 
August  18,  1806.  In  1831  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  land- 
ing on  the  Fourth  of  July  at  New  York  City.  From  there  he  at 
once  removed  to  what  is  now  the  State  of  West  Virginia.  A year 
later  he  removed  to  Belmont  county,  O.,  where  he  spent  ten  years 
on  a farm.  Then  he  removed  to  Richland  county,  O.,  where  he 
purchased  a farm  and  resided  there  until  1853,  when  he  came  to 
Williams  county  and  established  his  permanent  residence  there. 
Although  the  county  at  that  time  was  a veritable  wilderness,  he 
soon  had  a log  cabin  erected  for  his  family,  and  then  he  began  the 
work  of  “blazing  the  way  for  future  generations.”  The  hardships 
and  trials  through  which  he  passed  were  met  with  the  true  pioneer 
Spirit,  and  he  was  permitted  before  his  decease  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  endeavors.  Possessed  of  the  sterling  traits  of  character  of 
his  Scotch  ancestors,  he  lived  a long  and  useful  life,  winning  not 
only  a competency  but  also  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics  and  in  religious  matters 
a devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Full  of  years  and 
honors  he  died  at  his  homestead  on  March  12,  1875,  and  was  sur- 
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vived  by  his  widow  until  September,  1895.  The  children  of  this 
worthy  family  who  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  were  as 
follows:  Simon;  Thomas,  deceased;  James,  deceased;  William; 
Mary,  the  widow  of  the  late  Jonathan  M.  Haynes  of  Bridgewater 
township,  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Wallace  Culbertson  of  Paola, 
Kan.  Simon  Waterston,  eldest  of  the  children  of  Alexander  Wat- 
erston,  was  born  on  May  20,  1830.  When  two  years  old  his  mother 
brought  him  to  the  United  States  to  join  his  father,  who  had  gone 
the  previous  year.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  Belmont 
and  Richland  counties,  both  in  Ohio.  His  father  having  given  him 
his  time  when  twenty  years  old,  he  went  to  Huron  county,  O., 
and  worked  in  the  first  dairy  establishment  there.  That  fall  he 
started  for  the  Michigan  pineries,  but  stopped  at  Detroit  and  worked 
in  a saw-mill  until  the  close  of  navigation.  Then  he  took  up  firing 
on  the  Michigan  Central  railway,  and  fired  the  first  engine  that 
went  into  Chicago  on  wheels  from  the  east  of  that  city.  In  1852 
he  returned  to  the  farm  in  Richland  county  and,  in  the  fall  of  the 
year,  came  to  Williams  county.  On  October  27,  1852,  he  and  his 
father  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  wild  land  in  sec- 
tion 28,  Bridgewater  township.  About  the  first  of  December  his 
father  purchased  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  28,  and  later 
his  brother  Thomas  bought  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  same  sec- 
tion. On  September  1,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H of  the 
Thirty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  serving  under  General 
Thomas  in  Kentucky,  under  General  Buell  in  his  famous  march  to 
Shiloh  and  his  retreat  north,  and  then  under  Generals  Rosecrans 
and  Thomas  until  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  when,  as  lieutenant,  he  was 
ordered  to  take  the  surplus  baggage  of  the  Third  division  of  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps  back  to  Bridgeport,  Ala.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  General  Sherman's  army  reached  Washington,  where 
he  joined  his  regiment  and  took  command  of  Company  H,  and  he 
was  mustered  out  as  first  lieutenant  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  July  12,. 
1865.  Returning  home,  he  resumed  farming  and  followed  that  oc- 
cupation until  1888,  when  he  removed  to  Montpelier  on  account  of 
poor  health  from  exposure  in  the  army,  and  has  since  resided  there, 
Mr.  Waterston  was  one  of  the  twenty-eight  citizens  who  organized 
the  Republican  party  in  Williams  county,  only  two  of  whom  are 
now  living,  the  other  being  James  Cummins,  of  Madison  township. 
Of  the  principles  of  that  organization  he  has  ever  since  been  a 
strong  advocate.  His  party  has  frequently  honored  him  with  elec- 
tion to  public  office  in  his  township,  such  as  trustee  and  treasurer 
and  notary  public.  He  became  a Mason  in  1861,  an  Odd  Fellow  in 
1879,  ar,d  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  1888. 
On  April  13,  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cvrena  Lind- 
say, a native  of  Essex  county,  New  York,  and  the  daughter  of 
Francis  W.  and  Polly  (Adams)  Lindsay.  The  Lindsays  removed 
from  New  York  State  to  Michigan  in  1837,  and  three  years  later 
came  to  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county.  To  Mr.  Waters- 
ton and  wife  the  following  children  were  born  : George  T.,  born 

February  17,  1855,  who  lives  on  one-half  of  the  old  homestead;  an 
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infant,  deceased ; Anna  C.,  the  wife  of  Samuel  S.  Hayes,  of  Bridge- 
water  township;  Frank  L.,  a member  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners, and  Jennie  A.,  now  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Bowers,  of  North- 
west township.  On  June  15,  1905,  the  beloved  wife  of  Simon  Wat- 
erston  was  called  to  her  eternal  rest.  She  was  a noble  wife  and 
mother  and  a devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  She 
died  at  their  home  in  Montpelier  and  is  buried  in  Riverside  Cemetery. 

WILLIAM  T.  WATERSTON,  a weli-to-do  farmer  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Bridgewater  township,  was  born  in  Belmont  county, 
O.,  on  May  25,  1841.  He  is  the  son  of  Alexander  Waterston,  mention 
of  whom  is  made  in  the  preceding  memoir,  and  Janet  (Forrest)  Wat- 
erston. William  T.  Waterston  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  home  county. 
On  March  3,  1865,  in  answer  to  his  country’s  call  for  defenders,  he 
enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  C of  the  One  Hundred  and  Ninety- 
fifth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  served  until  December  17,  1865, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  service  because  of  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  now  owns  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
which  his  father  cleared  and  on  which  he  settled  on  September  3, 
1853.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  has  served  as  township  treas- 
urer for  ten  years.  In  religious  matters  he  and  his  wife  are  actively 
identified  with  the  United  Brethren  church.  In  1876  he  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Lucretia  Haines,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Rebecca  (Lowe) 
Haines,  who  came  to  Bridgewater  township  in  1854  and  there  spent 
the  rest  of  their  days,  both  being  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Waterston  was  born  in  Stark  county,  O.,  January  5,  1851.  To  Will- 
iam T.  Waterston  and  wife  there  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Ursula,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Lantz  and  resides  on  a farm  at 
Bridgewater  Center;  Augusta,  the  wife  of  Elsworth  Brandon,  M.  D., 
of  Edon,  O. ; an  infant,  deceased ; Belva,  the  wife  of  Noah  Spieth, 
residing  on  an  adjoining  farm  to  the  homestead;  and  Scott,  who  resides 
with  his  parents  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterston  have  justly  earned 
the  competence  which  they  now  possess  and  to-day  are  enjoying  all 
the  comforts  of  a rural  home.  They  stand  high  in  the  community  in 
which  they  have  spent  the  greater  portion  of  their  lives,  an  inheritance 
more  to  be  valued  than  worldly  goods. 

JACOB  F.  WEAVER,  of  Montpelier,  is  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Williams  county,  and  his  efforts  have  been  specially 
potent  in  connection  with  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  his 
home  town,  where  he  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business 
in  a most  active  way,  having  platted  and  improved  additions  to  the 
town  and  otherwise  promoted  the  material  and  civic  advancement  of 
this  section.  Mr.  Weaver  comes  of  stanch  German  ancestry  and  wa^ 
born  in  Center  township,  this  county,  July  22,  1857,  being  a son  of 
William  and  Lovina  (Steele)  Weaver.  The  paternal  grandparents, 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Stauffer)  Weaver,  were  natives  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  whence  they  came  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  becoming 
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pioneers  of  Wayne  county,  where  Samuel  Weaver  was  engaged  in 
farming  until  1855,  when  he  came  with  his  wife  to  Williams  county 
and  located  in  Center  township,  where  he  continued  to  be  identified 
with  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  and  his  wife  also  died  in 
that  township,  both  having  been  consistent  members  of  the  English 
Lutheran  church,  while  he  was  a stanch  Republican  from  the  organi- 
zation of  the  party  until  his  death.  They  became  the  parents  of  six 
children : William,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Samuel,  a suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Center  township;  and  Anthony,  Ephraim,  Susan 
and  Harriet,  all  of  whom  are  deceased,  except  William  and  SamueL 
William  Weaver  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  June  22,  1822, 
and  he  was  a child  at  the  time  of  his  parents’  removal  to  Wayne 
county,  O.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated  amid  the  environments 
of  the  pioneer  era.  In  1853  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  purchased! 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Center  township  and  instituted  the  recla- 
mation of  the  same.  In  1868  he  sold  this  property  and  purchased  a 
farm  one  mile  southeast  of  Montpelier,  where  he  continued  to  be 
actively  identified  with  agricultural  enterprise  until  1900,  when  he- 
sold  the  farm  to  his  son,  Jacob  F.  Weaver,  and  has  since  lived  retired.. 
He  is  a radical  Republican  in  politics  and  is  a valued  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder.  His  wife,  who  died  in 
1891,  was  likewise  a devoted  member  of  this  church.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Long)  Steele,  of  Wayne  county,  where  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Weaver  was  solemnized  in  the  year  1844.  Concerning 
the  ten  children  of  this  union  the  following  brief  data  are  given : 
Caroline  is  the  wife  of  George  Yarns,  of  Missouri  Valley,  la. ; Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  Nathan  Zeigier,  of  Center  township;  Mary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  James  Nichols,  of  Alton,  Kan.,  is  deceased;  Irenus  is  a 
resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  la. ; Samuel  L.  is  a merchant  of  Lake  Park,. 
Ia. ; William  O.  is  engaged  in  the  granite  business  in  Lafayette,  Ind. ; 
Jacob  F.  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review;  Libbie  H.  is  the  wife 
of  Lemanucl  McIntosh,  of  Missouri  Valley,  Ia. ; Addie  C.  is  the  wife 
of  George  W.  Gilcher,  of  Jefferson  township;  and  Sherman  E.  is  a 
representative  farmer  of  Superior  township.  Jacob  F.  Weaver  duly 
profited  by  the  advantages  afforded  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county,  continuing  to  attend  the  same  until  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  also  taking  a course  in  the  high  school  in  Mont- 
pelier. After  leaving  school  he  learned  the  art  of  photography,  and 
in  1878-9  he  operated  a studio  in  Montpelier,  after  which  he  was 
employed  one  year  as  a traveling  salesman  for  the  American  View 
Company,  an  establishment  of  W.  R.  P>abcock,  of  Toledo.  In  1882 
he  went  to  Clav  county,  Ia.,  where  he  remained  a few  months,  engaged 
in  farming,  and  he  then  returned  to  Montpelier,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  painting  of  portraits,  to  which  line  of  enterprise  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion until  1891,  when  he  purchased  the  real-estate  business  of  Pratt  & 
Joy.  of  Montpelier,  and  carried  on  active  operations  in  the  handling 
of  local  realty  until  1904,  since  which  time  he  has  been  less  active, 
though  he  gives  his  attention  largely  to  the  mangement  of  his  farm, 
also  manages  the  farms  of  Mrs.  J.  K.  Young  and  other  real-estate 
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holdings  in  the  county.  He  laid  out  four  additions  to  the  city  of 
Montpelier,  placing  one  hundred  and  six  lots  on  the  market  and  show- 
ing much  discrimination  in  exploiting  the  attractions  of  his  additions 
and  in  securing  their  development  in  a proper  way,  and  he  was  able 
to  offer  exceptional  inducements  to  homeseekers.  For  two  years  he 
.was  in  partnership  with  Isaiah  W.  Pressler  in  the  real-estate  business. 
.He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Fidelity  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  directors,  and  he  was  its  vice- 
president  for  many  years  and  its  appraiser  for  a decade.  In  politics 
Mr.  Weaver  is  a stalwart  Republican,  but  he  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired office,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  as  was  also  his  first  wife.  He  is  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  was  one  of  those  prominently  identified  with  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Montpelier  lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he 
served  as  chancellor  commander  and  held  the  various  other  official 
chairs,  and  he  assisted  in  organizing  a number  of  lodges  elsewhere  in 
the  county.  He  is  not  an  active  member  of  the  lodge  at  the  present 
time.  February  7,  1884,  Mr.  Weaver  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hattie  L.  Arter,  daughter  of  Christian  M.  Arter,  of  Superior  town- 
ship. She  died  April  26,  1885,  leaving  one  child,  Arter  J.,  who  was 
graduated  in  the  Montpelier  high  school  as  a member  of  the  class  of 
1905,  and  at  present  is  taking  a course  in  law  at  the  Ada  Law  School. 
March  8,  1893,  Mr.  Weaver  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  E.  McCrea, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susanna  (Lindersmith)  McCrea,  of  Colum- 
biana county,  O.  Her  parents  died  while  she  was  quite  young  and 
James  K.  and  Jane  (McCrea)  Young,  an  uncle  and  aunt,  provided  her 
and  her  brother,  William  McCrea,  with  a home.  She  continued  to 
reside  with  them  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Weaver.  She  received  a 
good  common  school  education  and  completed  her  studies  in  the  Hills- 
dale College  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  from  which  institution  she  graduated 
in  music  with  the  class  of  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  have  one  child, 
Lisle  McCrea,  who  is  now  attending  the  Montpelier  schools.  It  might 
be  well  to  say  to  the  credit  of  Jane  (McCrea)  Young,  who 'SO  nobly 
filled  the  place  of  mother  to  Mrs.  Weaver,  that  no  mother  ever  mani- 
fested a greater  interest  in  her  own  child  than  Mrs.  Young  did  in 
behalf  of  her  niece,  and  that  Mrs.  Weaver  lovingly  appreciates  ah 
the  kindness  bestowed  on  her;  and  to-day  Mrs.  Young  is  an  honored 
member  of  the  family  and  all  expect  to  live  together  until  called,  te  the 
great  beyond. 

GEORGE  WEBBER,  a retired  farmer  and  a well-known  citizen 
of  Bryan,  was  born  near  Tuebingen,  Kingdom  of  Wertemburg,  Ger- 
many, on  July  2,  1832.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Dora  (Baumiller) 
Webber,  both  natives  of  Germany.  The  family  was  one  of  the  old 
and  respected  ones  in  the  Fatherland  and  followed  farming  for  a liv- 
ing. Jacob  Webber  died  in  his  native  country  about  the  year  1848. 
His  widow  emigrated  to  America  in  1855  and  died  in  Richland  county, 
O.,  soon  after  her  arrival  there.  Four  children  were  born  to  them, 
as  follows:  Jacob,  who  came  to  America  with  his  brother,  William, 
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in  1854;  Dora,  who  married  and  died  in  her  native  country;  and 
George,  who  came  over  in  1852  and  settled  in  Richland  county,  O. 
George  Webber  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  country  and  there  began  to  learn  the  cabinet  maker’s  trade. 
When  his  father  died  he  returned  to  the  home  farm.  In  1852,  in 
company  with  five  other  young  men  of  the  same  place,  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  coming  directly  to  Richland  county,  O.,  separ- 
ating from  his  companions  at  New  York  city.  In  Richland  county  he 
found  a relative  of  his  mother  and  here  he  began  work  at  the  car-> 
penter  trade.  In  1856  he  married  and  the  year  following  removed  to 
Williams  county,  locating  in  Madison  township,  where  he  purchased 
a farm  of  eighty  acres  and  followed  farming  and  carpentering.  Hav- 
ing sold  his  farm  in  Madison  township  he  removed  to  Jefferson  town- 
ship, in  1863,  where  he  also  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  con- 
tinued farming  and  carpentering,  the  latter  occupation,  however,  only 
a year  or  two.  He  remained  there  until  1872,  when  he  sold  his  farm 
and  removed  to  Millcreek  township,  a mile  and  a half  south  of 
Alvordton,  where  he  had  purchased  a fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
and  there  followed  farming  for  eight  or  nine  years.  During  that  time 
he  was  also  engaged  in  the  agricultural  implement  business  at  West 
Unity.  In  1880  he  removed  to  Alvordton  and  there  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  hay  and  in  dealing  in  agricultural  implements,  and 
he  remained  there  until  about  1892,  when  he  removed  to  Bryan.  Here 
for  five  years  he  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  hay,  and  then  re- 
tired from  active  business.  He  always  took  a deep  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  held  the  office  of  trustee  in  Jefferson  and  Millcreek  town- 
ships, serving  two  years  in  each  instance.  Next  he  was  elected  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Millcreek  township,  which  office  he  held  for 
nineteen  years.  He  was  elected  for  twenty-one  years,  but  resigned 
two  years  before  the  expiration  of  his  last  term.  While  a resident  of 
Millcreek  township,  in  1878,  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  and 
served  one  term  of  three  years.  During  his  incumbency  a wing  was 
added  to  the  county  infirmary  and  other  improvements  were  made. 
At  one  time  he  owned  six  hundred  acres  of  farm  land,  of  which  he 
gave  three  hundred  and  twenty  to  his  three  oldest  children.  He  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  in  Center  township,  two  miles 
west  of  Bryan,  and  other  valuable  improved  real  estate  in  Bryan.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat.  For  thirty-four  years  he  was  identified 
with  the  Lutheran  church,  then  for  five  years  he  affiliated  with  the 
United  Brethren  church,  but  finally  returned  to  the  Lutherans.  In 
1856  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Christine  Wilour,  a native  of  Baden, 
Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  when  an  infant.  She  died  on  July 
12,  1878,  aged  fifty  years,  three  months  and  twenty-three  days,  leav- 
ing three  children,  as  follows:  George,  who  resides  at  Alvordton  and 
is  wedded  to  Florence  Tressler;  William,  a resident  of  Alvordton  and 
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the  husband  of  Ella  Potilson ; and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Schrider  of  Alvordton,  by  whom  she  has  had  two  children,  George 
and  Helen.  George  Webber  was  married  the  second  time  on  October 
26,  1879,  Miss  Sarah  Bevire  being  his  choice.  She  was  born  in  Rich- 
land county  on  June  20,  1841,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Simon  and  Cath- 
erine (Bevire)  Bevire,  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  of 
Highland  French  stock  on  both  sides  of  the  family.  One  child  has 
been  born  to  this  union,  Earl  by  name,  who  is  single  and  resides  at 
home. 

FREDERICK  WEBER,  a successful  farmer  near  Bryan,  is  a native 
of  that  county,  having  been  born  there  on  April  2,  1843.  He  °f 
German  stock,  both  of  his  parents,  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Nihart) 
Weber,  being  natives  of  Germany.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Valen- 
tine Nihart.  a native  of  Germany,  died  in  Williams  county.  When 
Frederick  Weber  and  wife  were  still  quite  young  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  with  their  parents,  landing  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
whence  his  people  removed  to  Monroe  county  and  hers  to  Tuscarawas 
county,  both  in  Ohio.  After  their  marriage  they  settled,  in  1840,  in 
Williams  county  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which 
he  at  once  proceeded  to  clear,  improve  and  cultivate.  He  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  with  his  wife 
a member  of  the  German  Reformed  church.  Their  marriage  was 
blessed  with  seven  children,  only  two  of  that  number  now  living. 
Frederick  Weber  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  received 
an  elementary  education  in  the  schools  of  Center  township.  Having 
chosen  farming  as  his  life’s  work,  he  has  been  continuously  engaged 
in  that,  to  him  agreeable  and  profitable  occupation.  He  is  the  owner  of 
ninety  acres  of  some  of  the  best  and  most  productive  land  in  the 
county,  all  of  which  is  the  result  of  his  careful  and  skillful  man- 
agement. Naturally  a farmer,  he  has  made  it  his  daily  study,  and 
as  a natural  consequence  he  has  a well  equipped  and  a highly  produc- 
tive farm.  He  finds  that  general  farming  is  more  remunerative  than 
any  other  kind  of  farm  work,  and  for  that  reason  gives  it  his  undi- 
vided time  and  attention.  In  politics  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  though  in  no  sense  an  office-seeker,  and  with  his  wife  he 
is  a member  of  the  German  Reformed  church.  In  1866  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Muhl  of  Jefferson  township,  Williams 
county,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  Muhl.  Peter  Muhl  was 
born  in  Dudenhofen,  Germany,  September  3,  1803,  and  settled  in 
Williams  county  in  April.  1854,  when  the  daughter,  Mrs.  Weber,  was 
eleven  years  old,  and  there  both  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Frederick  Weber  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  whose  names  follow : John  F.,  Hiram,  Lena,  Dora,  Javv 

Martin,  Annie,  Lovina,  George  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed. 
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RUFUS  H.  WEAVER,  a success- 
ful educator  of  Montpelier  and  county 
auditor  of  Williams  county,  was  born 
on  a farm  six  miles  north  of  Tiffin, 
Seneca  county,  O.,  on  April  16,  1873. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  M.  and  Minnie 
(Barkman)  Weaver,  both  natives  of 
Seneca  county.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, David  M.  Weaver,  was  a pio- 
neer settler  of  that  county.  Freder- 
ick Barkman,  his  maternal  grand- 
father, was  a native  of  Stuttgartt, 
Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America 
about  fourteen  months  before  the 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born.  John  M.  Weaver  came  to 
Williams  county  in  1883  and  resided 
in  Montpelier  until  about  1889,  when 
he  removed  to  Allegan  county*  Mich.*, 
where  he  now  resides,  engaged  in  fruit  farming.  His  wife 
died  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  in  1881.  Four  children  were  born  to 
these  parents.  They  are:  Rufus  H. ; Frederick  S.,  a resident  of 

Detroit,  where  he  is  employed  in  railroad  work ; Eva  T.,  the  wife  of 
Amandus  Shuman  of  Seneca  county ; and  William  E.,  also  a resident 
of  Seneca  county.  Rufus  H.  Weaver  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm. 
He  first  attended  the  district  schools  of  Seneca  county  and  then  the 
graded  school  of  Fort  Seneca,  of  the  same  county,  a special  district 
school,  whose  teacher  was  George  M.  Hoke,  afterward  prosecuting 
attorney  of  the  county  and  later  city  attorney  of  Tiffin.  After  his 
mother’s  death  Rufus  H.  Weaver  made  his  home  for  about  four  years 
with  Henry  Stoner,  a farmer,  and  in  1886  came  to  Montpelier,  to 
which  place  his  father  had  moved.  After  attending  the  Montpelier 
schools  for  two  years  he  again  went  on  a farm,  making  his  home  with 
Henry  C.  Brish,  of  Superior  township,  whose  wife  is  an  aunt  of  John 
M.  Weaver.  From  1890  to  1893  he  worked  on  the  farm  by  the  month, 
attending  school  during  the  winter  months.  In  the  winter  of  1893  ^ie 
began  teaching  in  District  No.  9.  Superior  township,  and  taught  there 
for  sixteen  consecutive  terms.  In  the  spring  of  1899,  having 

successfully  passed  the  civil  service  examination,  he  served  as  mail 
clerk  on  the  Wabash  raihvav  between  Montpelier  and  Detroit.  He 
next  engaged  for  three  years  in  the  agricultural  implement  business 
in  Montpelier  with  J.  D.  Wertz.  In  1904  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
teachers  of  the  Montpelier  schools  and  completed  the  year’s  work. 
In  politics  he  is  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  having 
held  the  offices  of  assessor  and  clerk  of  Superior  township  prior  to 
his  election  to  the  office  of  auditor  of  Williams  county  in  the  fall  of 
1904.  His  election  to  this  office  by  a majority  of  one  hundred  and 
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eighty-six  votes  is  all  the  more  remarkable,  because  he  was  the  only 
successful  candidate  on  his  party’s  ticket,  his  associates  having  been 
defeated  by  over  twelve  hundred  votes.  He  took  possession  of  the 
auditor’s  office  in  October,  1905.  Mr.  Weaver  has  been  identified 
for  some  time  with  the  Masonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternities. 
On  June  7,  1899,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Savillah  D.  Shaull,  born  in 
Superior  township  on  January  12,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Fannie  (Houseman)  Shaull,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  re- 
spected families  in  the  township.  To  their  marriage  one  daughter, 
Blanche,  has  been  born. 

PHILIP  WEIDNER,  head  of  the  well-known  firm  of  P.  Weidner 
& Co.,  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business  in  Kunkle,  is  a 
citizen  who  has  turned  the  tide  of  success  by  his  own  vigorous  efforts 
and  who  has  gained  high  standing  in  the  community  both  as  a citizen 
and  as  a business  man,  and  his  marked  prosperity  has  a substantial 
basis  in  honorable  and  legitimate  effort.  He  was  born  in  Richland 
county,  O.,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  Wendal  and 
Catherine  (Weidner)  Weidner,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  Rhine 
district  of  Baden,  Germany,  where  they  were  reared  and  educated, 
and  while  both  bore  the  same  name  they  were  not  consanguineous. 
They  were  married  in  the  Fatherland  and  in  1831  severed  the  home 
ties  and  came  to  America,  making  Richland  county,  O.,  their  destina- 
tion and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  being  persons  of 
inflexible  integrity  and  of  industrious  habits.  Mr.  Weidner  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  reclaimed  and  improved,  and  on 
this  homestead  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in  1873,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years,  his  devoted  wife  having  passed  away  in 
1855,  at  ^e  age  of  fifty-six  years.  Of  their  eight  children  three  sons 
and  three  daughters  are  still  living.  Both  were  zealous  members  of 
the  German  Reformed  church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a stanch 
Democrat.  In  his  native  country  Philip  Weidner  was  reared  to  the 
invigorating  discipline  of  the  pioneer  farm,  and  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  those  afforded  in  the  common  schools.  In  i860  he  came 
to  Williams  county,  where  he  found  employment  during  the  first  year 
in  chopping  timber  and  clearing  land,  receiving  twelve  dollars  a month 
as  compensation.  Thereafter  he  devoted  his  attention  principally  to 
work  at  the  carpenter  trade  until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  he  enlisted 
as  a private  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-seventh  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  which  was  a part  of  General  Hancock’s  corps  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  en- 
gaged principally  in  guard  duty,  and  was  mustered  out  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  Columbus.  O.  After  the 
close  of  his  military  career  Mr.  Weidner  returned  to  Williams  county, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  1865  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land 
in  Madison  township,  initiating  the  work  of  clearing  the  place  and 
erecting  a small  frame  house  on  the  embryonic  farm.  In  1867  he  was 
married  and  he  and  his  bride  took  up  their  abode  in  the  little  home 
which  he  had  provided,  and  both  bent  their  energies  to  the  winning 
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of  a position  of  independence.  Their  co-operation  was  fruitful  in 
-good  results,  and  the  homestead  farm  in  1875  was  one  of  the  best  in 
that  section  of  the  county,  having  a two-story  frame  residence  and 
other  substantial  buildings,  while  thrift  was  evident  on  every  side.  In 
1875  Mr.  Weidner  left  the  farm  and  removed  to  the  village  of  Kunkle, 
where  he  invested  one  thousand  dollars  in  a stock  of  merchandise, 
acquiring  a third  interest  in  a general  store.  Three  years  later  he  re- 
tired from  the  firm  and  for  the  ensuing  year  gave  his  attention  to  con- 
tracting and  building.  He  then  purchased  the  store  with  which  he  had 
previously  been  connected,  and  he  has  built  up  a very  extensive  busi- 
ness, the  same  being  quartered  in  a commodious  double  store-room, 
in  which  the  various  departments  are  stocked  with  the  best  lines 
of  merchandise  germane  thereto,  and  the  trade  is  of  a representative 
order  and  drawn  from  a wide  area  of  surrounding  country.  The  rep- 
utation of  the  house  is  of  the  highest,  and  this  fact  indicates  the  hon- 
orable business  policy  which  has  been  followed  without  the  silghtest 
deviation.  In  the  business  Mr.  Weidner  is  associated  with  his  sons, 
who  are  progressive  and  capable  young  business  men.  The  fifm  also 
buy  and  ship  large  quantities  of  poultry,  wool,  hay,  clover  seed,  etc. 
Mr.  Weidner  owns  his  store  building  and  a handsome  brick  residence 
in  Kunkle,  and  his  landed  estate  in  the  county  now  comprises  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  including  his  original  homestead,  on  which 
he  laid  the  foundation  for  his  pronounced  success.  In  June,  1903,  Mr. 
Weidner  and  his  two  sons  organized  a bank,  under  the  State  law, 
and  they  adopted  the  title  of  the  Kunkle  State  Banking  Company,  un- 
der which  incorporation  was  made  and  the  banking  business  initiated. 
The  bank  has  received  a gratifying  support  and  its  officers  are  as 
follows:  Philip  Weidner,  president;  and  George  W.  Weidner,  cashier. 
Mr.  Weidner  is  also  a stockholder  and  director  in  the  Kunkle  Furni- 
ture Manufacturing  Company.  In  politics  he  has  been  unfaltering  in 
his  allegiance  to  the  Democracy,  whose  cause  he  has  supported  from 
the  time  of  attaining  his  franchise.  He  was  the  first  postmaster  of 
Kunkle  and  retained  this  office  for  a period  of  eleven  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  he  resigned  in  order  to  give  his  entire  time  to  his 
business  interests.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  A broad-minded, 
public-spirited  man,  no  citizen  of  the  community  is  held  in  higher 
esteem  and  none  has  achieved  success  by  more  worthy  means.  In 
1866  Mr.  Weidner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  E.  Stiv- 
ing,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county,  a daughter  of  Philip  and  Leah 
(Dohm)  Stiving,  who  came  to  Williams  county  in  1856,  here  passing 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  both  dying  in  1888.  Mr.  Stiving 
was  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  the  county  and  a citizen  of 
worth  and  influence.  Concerning  the  Stiving  family  proper  data  will 
be  found  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weidner  have 
three  children:  George  Washington,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Madison 
township,  this  county,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1870,  and  was  educated  in 
the  excellent  public  schools  of  the  county.  In  1891  he  married  Miss 
Maggie  Connolly,  of  Madison  township,  and  she  died  in  1892,  leaving 
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one  child,  Maggie.  In  August,  1894,  he  married  a second  time,  his 
choice  being  Miss  Jennie  Greek,  daughter  of  Joseph  Greek,  of  Mill- 
creek  township,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Audrey.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  and  is  a member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  has  been  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
mercantile  business  since  attaining  his  legal  majority.  Homer  Frank 
Weidner  was  born  in  Kunkle,  October  26,  1875,  and  received  a good 
educational  training  in  the  public  schools,  while,  like  his  brother,  he 
was  reared  to  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  is  now  associated 
with  his  father  and  brother.  He  also  is  a Democrat  and  a member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Laura  Almeda  Weidner 
was  born  in  Kunkle,  May  1,  1877,  was  given  good  educational  advan- 
tages and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Holstien,  a successful  farmer  of 
this  county.  They  have  two  children — Evaline  and  Florence  Kathleen. 

LOUIS  WEIGLE  has  one  oi  the  extensive  and  finely  improved 
farms  of  Superior  township  and  is  one  of  those  who  are  upholding  the 
high  prestige  which  has  so  long  been  enjoyed  by  the  progressive  and 
enterprising  husbandmen  of  Williams  county,  which  has  been  his  home 
during  the  major  portion  of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  county, 
O.,  on  the  22d  of  April,  i860,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Rosanna 
(Winter)  Weigle.  George  Weigle  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Wur- 
temburg,  Germany,  on  the  17th  of  November,  1821,  and  in  the  Fath- 
erland he  was  reared  and  educated,  while  he  there  served  a three  years’ 
apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  carpenter,  becoming  a skilled  workman. 
His  father  died  in  Germany,  and  in  1846,  accompanied  by  his  widowed 
mother,  he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  until  1861,  when  he  came  to  Williams  county 
and  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  Superior  township,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising,  developing  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of 
the  county  and  ever  retaining  the  implicit  confidence  and  regard  of 
the  community,  in  which  his  influence  was  always  exerted  for  good 
in  the  various  material  and  social  relations  of  life.  He  continued  to 
reside  on  his  homestead  until  about  1892,  when  he  removed  to  Win- 
field, Kan.,  where  he  died  in  September,  1897,  his  devoted  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  married  April  2.  1850,  having  passed  to  the  life  eternal 
on  the  20th  of  September,  1891.  They  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  namely : Jacob,  who  married  Mary  Pennington  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Cowley  county,  Kan. ; Sophia,  who  is  a resident 
of  Winfield,  Kan. ; Louise,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Beck  of  Mont- 
pelier, Williams  county;  George,  who  married  Miss  Alice  Clark  and 
is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Pewoma,  Mich.;  Louis,  who  is 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  review;  John,  who  married  Miss  Lura 
Crawford  arid  is  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county ; William  F.,  who 
married  Miss  Sadie  Stephenson  and  is  now  a resident  of  Cowley 
county,  Kan. ; Rosanna,  who  resides  in  Winfield,  Kan. ; and  Gustave 
and  Rosella,  who  are  deceased.  Louis  Weigle  received  a good  public 
school  education  in  Superior  township,  being  reared  on  the  farm  and 
continuing  to  attend  school  at  intervals  until  he  had  attained  the  age 
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of  twenty-one  years.  Thereafter  he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade 
about  two  years,  then  passed  about  four  years  in  the  west,  visiting 
various  states  and  territories.  He  returned  to  Williams  county  in  1886 
and  located  upon  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  ever  since  maintained 
.liis  home,  successfully  engaged  in  diversified  agriculture  and  stock- 
growing. His  farm  comprises  three  hundred  and  five  acres  and  the 
greater  portion  of  it  is  available  for  cultivation,  while  the  improve- 
ments and  accessories  are  of  the  best  order.  Though  essentially  public- 
spirited  and  a stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party, 
Mr.  Weigle  has  never  sought  office.  His  wife  is  a devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  both  are  popular  in  the  com- 
munity. March  30,  1886,  Mr.  Weigle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Alice  Griffith,  daughter  of  Benjamin  L.  Griffith,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Superior  township,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Of  this 
union  have  been  born  four  children : Weir,  in  the  Montpelier  school ; 
Grace,  who  died  when  two  years  old,  the  only  daughter ; Weldon,  now 
attending  school;  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed. 

GEORGE  B.  WEILAND  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  farm- 
ers and  stock-raisers  of  Springfield  township,  and  his  success  is  the 
more  gratifying  to  contemplate  on  the  score  that  it  stands  as  the  dia- 
metrical result  of  his  own  efforts.  He  was  born  in  Defiance  county, 
O.,  July  29,  1864.  and  is  a son  of  John  G.  and  Sarah  A.  (Moon) 
Weiland,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  the  latter  in  Defiance  county,  O.,  where  their  marriage  was  sol- 
emnized. John  G.  Weiland  was  a boy  at  the  time  of  his  parents’  immi- 
gration to  America,  in  1831,  the  family  settling  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  fair  educational  advan- 
tages. He  worked  on  the  old  Erie  canal  and  also  on  the  lakes  in  his 
youth,  and  finally  removed  to  Tiffin  township.  Defiance  county,  O., 
where  he  secured  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  on  which  a small  clearing 
had  been  made  and  a primitive  log  cabin  constructed,  this  constitut- 
ing his  original  home.  He  still  resides  on  this  homestead,  which  now 
comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres,  well  improved  and  under 
high  productivity.  He  was  twice  married,  and  to  his  first  marriage 
were  born  six  children,  viz.:  John,  Emma,  Sophia,  Barbara,  Lucinda, 
and  Wesley.  The  children  of  the  second  union  were  six  in  number, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living:  Wesley  is  a farmer  of  Pulaski  township; 
Eva  is  the  wife  of  Bruce  Figlev  and  resides  in  Defiance  county;  Chris- 
topher resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; George  B.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ; Hattie  married  John  Core  and  resides  at  Sherwood,  O. ; Cora, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Black,  resides  in  Defiance  county;  and 
Fannie,  the  wife  of  Charles  Moog,  resides  in  the  city  of  Bryan,  Will- 
iams county.  John  G.  Weiland  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  has  held 
various  township  and  school  offices.  George  B.  Weiland  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  and  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county,  including  the  high  school  in  the  city  of 
Defiance.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  had  attained  his  legal  major- 
ity, having  thereafter  taught  two  terms  of  school  in  Defiance  county, 
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after  which  he  clerked  eight  months  in  a hardware  store  at  Ney,  that 
county.  He  then  went  to  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  and  in  that  locality  was 
employed  at  farm  work  one  year,  after  which  he  returned  to  Defiance 
county.  He  there  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  for  two  years  and 
then  removed  to  Williams  county,  in  1893.  He  located  in  Springfield 
township,  where  he  farmed  on  rented  land  for  the  ensuing  seven 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  purchased  his  present  fine  farnt 
which  comprises  one  hundred  acres,  and  which  has  long  been  known 
as  the  Schaeffer  farm.  The  place  is  all  available  for  cultivation  and 
is  improved  with  good  buildings.  Mr.  Weiland  devotes  himself  to 
general  farming  and  the  raising  of  good  grades  of  live  stock,  in  such 
numbers  as  the  exigencies  of  his  other  operations  justify,  and  he  is 
known  as  one  of  the  energetic,  progressive  and  reliable  farmers  and 
business  men  of  this  section,  commanding  uniform  esteem  in  the  com- 
munity. In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Universalist  church.  December  24,  1891,  Mr.  Wei- 
land wedded  Miss  Hattie  Pumphrey,  who  was  born  in  this  county, 
July  22,  1872,  being  a daughter  of  Curtis  and  Sarah  (Benner) 
Pumphrey,  who  came  to  this  county  from  Licking  county,  O.,  in  1871. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiland  have  no  children. 

JOSEPH  A.  WEITZ,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  a distinguished  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Montpelier,  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams 
county,  on  November  30,  1849.  He  is  the  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth 
(Yeager)  Weitz,  the  former  a native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather  was  Joseph  Weitz,  who  lived  and 
died  in  his  native  country.  Adam  Weitz,  born  in  February,  1810, 
attended  school,  learned  the  weaver’s  trade  and  served  the  required 
six  years  in  the  German  army.  In  1837  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  locating  first  in  Portage  county,  O.,  where  he  worked  on  the 
canal  then  in  process  of  construction,  attended  school  one  winter  in 
order  to  acquire  some  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  then 
learned  the  stone-cutter’s  trade.  His  ability  as  a workman  and  his 
energetic  and  temperate  habits  soon  gained  for  him  the  position  of 
foreman  of  the  works,  a position  which  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself 
and  profit  to  his  employers  for  a period  of  twenty-four  years.  In  1839 
he  was  wedded  to  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  John  Yeager,  a native  of 
Butler  county,  Pa.  To  these  parents  there  were  born  the  following 
children : Daniel,  a resident  of  Indiana ; John  Andrew,  who  was  killed 
in  1864;  Harriet,  the  wife  of  John  Casebeer  of  Indiana;  Lovina, 
now  Mrs.  Isaiah  M.  White  of  Montpelier;  Lucina,  the  widow  of  T.  J. 
Stoops  of  Edgerton,  O. ; Joseph  A. ; Wesley,  who  resides  at  Edgerton ; 
Thomas,  who  resides  in  the  West;  George,  of  California;  William  A., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven;  and  Frances,  the  widow  of  Charles  F. 
Grisier  of  West  Unity.  In  1846  Adam  Weitz  removed  to  Williams 
county,  and  purchasing  a farm  in  St.  Joseph  township,  made  his  per- 
manent home  there.  He  was  a Democrat  until  the  birth  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  when  he  cast  his  lot  with  that  organization,  and  was  a 
stanch  and  active  Republican  the  rest  of  his  life.  Though  reared  a 
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Catholic  in  religious  belief,  he  in  later  life  became  a Protestant,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
as  was  his  wife.  Adam  Weitz  died  in  December,  1890,  his  wife  having 
died  seven  years  earlier. 

Joseph  A.  Weitz,  the  third  son  of  Adam  Weitz,  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  home  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  the  Butler, 
Ind.,  high  school  and  Hillsdale  College,  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  from  which 
institution  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1876.  Prior  to  attending 
college  he  taught  three  winters  in  the  country  schools.  After  graduat- 
ing he  resumed  teaching  as  superintendent  of  the  Edgerton  public 
schools,  following  this  by  three  years’  service  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sylvania  schools.  He  holds  a teacher’s  life  certificate  for  Ohio,  being 
one  of  the  first  men  in  this  part  of  the  state  to  receive  one,  After  grad- 
uating from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
in  1886,  the  Doctor  came  to  Montpelier  and  bought  a drug  store  here, 
studied  pharmacy  at  home  and  passed  successfully  the  examinations 
required  of  a registered  pharmacist.  Two  years  later  he  sold  his  drug 
store  and  gave  his  entire  time  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  which  he 
has  ever  since  followed.  From  1894  to  1897  he  filled  the  chair  of 
Pathology  in  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  at  De- 
troit, and  from  1897  to  1899  that  of  Neurology  in  the  same  institution. 
While  in  charge  of  the  professorship  of  Neurology  he  made  his  home 
in  Detroit.  Then  he  returned  to  Montpelier  and  resumed  his  prac- 
tice. Beginning  with  1893,  he  served  four  years  in  the  capacity  of 
surgeon  of  the  Wabash  Railway  Company.  Many  meritorious  articles 
have  been  contributed  by  him  to  the  Reference  Hand-book  of  Medical 
Science  and  various  medical  journals.  Dr.  Weitz  is  ex-president  of 
the  Northern  Tri-State  Medical  Association,  secretary  of  the  Will- 
iams County  Medical  Society,  member  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, member  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Association,  and  Fellow 
of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine.  In  the  Masonic  and  Pythian 
orders  he  also  takes  a deep  interest.  The  Doctor  chose  as  his  help- 
meet in  life’s  journey  Miss  Helen  Fay,  a native  of  Hillsdale  county, 
Mich.,  the  daughter  of  M.  W.  Fay.  To  this  union  one  daughter  has 
been  born,  Florence  M.,  a student  at  Oberlin  College,,  in  the  class  of 
1907. 

JOHN  M.  WELKER,  a prominent  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Bryan,  was  born  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  on  January  26,  1833,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  there.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  im- 
pelled by  the  energy  and  desire  to  do  things  which  have  characterized 
a long  and  honorable  life,  he  went  to  Massillon,  O.,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  G.  & P.  Welker.  Subsequently  he  engaged  with  Hum- 
berger,  Oberlin  & Co.,  remaining  with  that  firm  three  years.  In  1854 
he  removed  to  Williams  county,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  commercial  interests  of  this  section  of  the 
State.  His  first  employment  here  was  with  Col.  William  Stough,  long 
a prominent  figure  in  the  affairs  of  Williams  county,  who  at  that  time 
was  conducting  a general  store  at  the  village  of  Pulaski.  At  the 
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expiration  of  one  year  lie  became  a partner  in  the  business,  the  firm 
name  being  Stough  & Welker.  In  the  spring  of  1856  the  establish- 
ment was  removed  to  Bryan.  A few  months  after  this  removal  the 
storm  clouds  of  the  panic  of  1857  appeared,  and  the  firm  of  Stough 
& Welker,  as  was  true  of  scores  of  others,  succumbed  to  the  inevitable 
and  was  forced  to  close  its  doors.  The  stock  of  goods  was  purchased 
by  George  W.  Myers  who  placed  Mr.  Welker  in  charge.  In  August, 
i860,  Mr..  Welker  and  Jacob  Howe  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 
Myers  and  conducted  it  under  the  firm  name  of  Howe  & Co.  until 
1865.  The  firm  was  then  dissolved  and  Mr.  Welker  engaged  in  grow- 
ing cotton  in  Tennessee,  maintaining  his  home,  however,  in  Bryan, 
where  his  family  remained.  As  this  venture  did  not  prove  profitable, 
he  returned  to  Bryan  the  following  year  and  accepted  a position  as 
a traveling  Salesman  for  a wholesale  dry -goods  house  in  Chicago. 
After  working  in  this  capacity  for  one  year  he  embarked  in  the 
general  merchandise  business  at  Bryan  with  Andrew  W.  Killits,  the 
father  of  John  M.  Killits,  common  pleas  judge.  The  business  proved 
very  profitable  and  was  continued  until  1878,  when  the  stock  was 
divided.  In  1874  Mr.  Welker  established  a cheese  factory  in  Bryan 
and  later  a creamery  was  added  to  it.  The  output  of  the  combined 
concern  was  140,000  pounds  a year.  He  also  owned  a cheese  factory 
at  Edon  and  an  interest  in  one  at  Edgerton.  In  1878  Mr.  Killitts 
withdrew  from  the  partnership  and  was  succeeded  by  Oscar  L.  Dales, 
a son-in-law  of  Mr.  Welker,  the  firm  name  being  Welker,  Dales  & 
Co.  After  a year  Mr.  Dales  withdrew  and  Mr.  Welker  conducted  the 
business  alone  until  1885,  when  a partnership  was  formed  with  I.  E. 
Gardner.  In  1892  Mr.  Gardner  was  succeeded  bv  George  M.,  the 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  Welker.  This  firm  still  exists  and  the  establishment 
is  readily  acknowledged  to  be  the  largest  dry-goods  house  in  the  county. 
In  addition  to  the  business  interests  mentioned  Mr.  Welker  has  been 
identified  with  other  important  enterprises,  all  tending  to  the  upbuilding 
of  Bryan  and  Williams  county.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Union  Trust  and  Savings  Bank  of  Bryan  and  for  a long  time 
a director  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank  of  the  same  place.  For 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  extensive  wool-buyers  in  North- 
western Ohio,  handling  annually  more  than  a million  pounds.  With 
his  characteristic  method  of  mastering  every  detail  of  any  business 
in  which  he  is  engaged,  he  has  made  an  exhaustive  study  of  all 
branches  of  the  wool  industry  from  the  growing  of  the  sheep  to  the 
final  consumption  of  the  wool.  In  this  way  he  became  a recognized 
authority  upon  the  subject.  When  the  wool  tariff  was  a burning  politi- 
cal question  his  advice  was  frequently  sought  by  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  his  arguments  were  quoted  in  the  halls  of  the  national 
legislature  and  on  the  political  hustings.  Mr.  Welker  has  contributed 
to  the  press  many  instructive  articles  on  this  vital  subject.  Although 
taking  such  a deep  interest  in  a great  political  issue,  and  giving  of 
his  talent,  time  and  money  to  promote  the  success  of  the  party  that  has 
always  championed  protection,  yet  Mr.  Welker  has  never  sought 
political  preferment.  His  interest  in  politics  has  been  that  of  a good 
citizen  and  the  positions  that  he  has  held  have  come  to  him  unsolicited. 
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The  social  side  of  life  has  not  been  neglected  by  him,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  his  time  has  been  given  so  strenuously  to  business.  In 
June,  1855,  he  was  made  a Mason  in  Collins  Lodge  of  Bryan,  and  he 
is  now  in  point  of  membership  the  oldest  Mason  in  Williams  county, 
Collins  Lodge  having  been  succeeded  by  Fountain  City  Lodge,  No. 
215.  He  belongs  to  Defiance,  O.,  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
and  to  Cleveland  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite  Masons.  In  1856  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Myers,  eldest  daughter  of  George 
W.  Myers,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  most  prominent  citizens  of 
Williams  county.  To  this  union  five  children  have  been  born.  They 
are:  Emma  R.,  the  wife  of  Oscar  L.  Dales,  now  a practicing  physician 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Alice  M.,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  E. 
T.  Binns,  a prominent  merchant  of  Bryan;  Julia  Louise,  the  wife. of 
Reuben  L.  Starr,  a leading  member  of  the  Bryan  bar;  George  M., 
who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business  and  who  married  Miss 
Minnie  Haine ; John  J.,  a prominent  dentist  of  Toledo,  O.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Grace  Boothman,  a daughter  of  the  late  ex-Congressman 
Boothman.  Thus  in  a brief  way  has  been  given  the  record  of  an 
active,  enterprising  man  of  affairs,  an  excellent  type  of  that  class  to 
which  not  only  Williams  county  but  also  the  State  of  Ohio  owes  its 
position  in  the  business  world  today.  Although  Mr.  Welker  has 
passed  the  allotted  “three  score  years  and  ten”  he  is  still  active  and 
vigorous  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  excellent  health,  the  priceless 
reward  of  an  industrious  life  and  abstemious  habits.  Such  a life  record 
is  not  alone  of  value  to  his  immediate  family  and  friends,  but  the 
American  youth  can  see  in  it  the  possibilities  of  our  citizenship,  and 
draw  from  it  inspiration  that  cannot  fail  to  be  a help  to  them  in  their 
individual  careers. 

HARRY  WISNER  WERTZ,  M.  D.,  a well-known  and  successful 
physician  of  Montpelier,  is  a native  of  Williams  county,  having  been 
born  in  Superior  township  on  January  6,  1869.  His  parents  are  Henry 
and  Alice  (Lambertson)  Wertz.  Aside  from  the  few  years  that  he 
resided  in  Bryan,  O.,  he  grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental  farm,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  country  schools  and  the  graded  schools 
of  Bryan  and  Montpelier.  The  first  work  that  he  did  after  quitting 
school  was  to  teach  for  two  years  in  the  Williams  county  schools. 
In  1887  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Blair 
Hagerty  of  Montpelier,  and  later  attended  the  Kentucky  School  of 
Medicine  at  Louisville,  from  which  institution  he  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1890.  After  a brief  practice  of  four  months 
at  Edon,  the  Doctor  removed  to  Montpelier,  where  he  has  since  prac- 
ticed with  unusual  success.  In  1896  he  received  the  nomination  for 
the  office  of  coroner  of  Williams  county  by  the  Democratic  party  and 
was  triumphantly  elected,  serving  with  marked  success  for  two  years. 
In  addition  to  his  general  practice  he  is  acting  as  examiner  of  various 
life  insurance  companies.  In  the  work  of  the  organization  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  the  Doctor  has  since  his  majority  taken  a deep  interest.  In 
1891  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  Waterston,  the  daughter  of  James 
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Waterston,  a prominent  citizen  of  the  county.  To  this  marriage  one 
son,  Selwvn,  has  been  bom.  The  Doctor  is  a wide-awake,  progressive 
young  man,  and  is  meeting  with  the  best  of  success  in  his  rapidly 
growing  practice. 

JOHN  DEMERIT  WERTZ,  a prominent  and  highly  successful 
dealer  in  agricultural  implements  at  Montpelier,  was  born  in  Bryan, 
Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  on  August  29,  1866.  He  is  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Alice  (Lamb'ertson)  Wertz.  His  parents  resided 
in  Bryan  until  John  D.  was  eleven  years  old,  when  they  removed  to 
the  Lambertson  farm  in  Superior  township,  the  property  of  Japtha 
Lambertson.  Here  John  D.  Wertz  grew  to  manhood,  working  dili- 
gently on  the  farm  and  attending  the  district  school,  his  education 
being  the  best  that  the  schools  of  that  day  afforded.  In  1901,  when 
he  was  thirty-five  years  old,  he  came  to  Montpelier  and  embarked 
in  the  agricultural  implement  business,  in  which  by  fair-dealing  and  in- 
defatigable effort  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  profitable  trade,  a 
trade  not  limited  to  the  immediate  neighborhood,  but  extending  to  all 
parts  of  the  county.  What  he  possesses  in  the  shape  of  worldly  goods 
he  has  made  himself,  at  no  time  having  received  the  aid  of  influential 
friends.  He  understands  his  business  thoroughly  and  richly  deserves 
the  success  that  he  has  won.  The  only  organization  with  which  Mr. 
Wertz  is  identified  is  that  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he 
takes  a deep  interest.  His  choice  for  a helpmeet  in  life’s  journey 
was  Miss  Edith  Lash,  a native  of  Florence  township,  and  the  daughter 
of  James  and  Julia  Lash. 

OSCAR  B.  WERTZ,  a progressive  and  prominent  farmer,  is  a 
native  of  Center  township,  Williams  county,  O.,  where  he  was  born 
May  30,  1859.  He  is  the  son  of  John  P.  and  Margaret  (Grindle) 
Wertz,  the  former  born  in  Germany,  in  1822,  and  the  latter  a native 
of  Pennsylvania.  John  P.  Wertz  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when 
only  fifteen  years  old  and  stopped,  first  in  Seneca  county,  O.,  whence 
he  removed  to  Williams  county  in  1850,  locating  on  and  clearing  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Center  township.  His  first 
wife  having  died,  January  2,  1872,  he  married  Mrs.  Treny  Cotterman 
in  1873,  who  died,  January  1,  1882.  He  received  his  education  in 
Germany,  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  having  held  the  offices  of  school 
director  and  supervisor,  and  with  his  wife  was  a member  of  the 
German  Brethren  or  Dunkard  church.  His  death  occurred  January 
8,  1892.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one 
daughter,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  maternal  grandparents  of 
Oscar  B.  Wertz  were  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Harbaugh)  Grindle,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Jacob  Grindle  first  removed  to  Wayne 
county,  O.,  in  1829,  then  to  Wyandotte  county,  where  both  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  Oscar  B.  Wertz  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county,  Bryan  high  school  and  the  Fayette,  O.,  normal.  After  quitting 
school  he  followed  teaching  during  the  winter  and  farmed  during  the 
summer  for  five  years.  Since  then  he  has  given  his  entire  time  to 
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farming.  On  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  he  follows 
general  farming  and  dealing  in  live  stock,  including  cattle  and  hogs. 
In  public  affairs  he  has  always  taken  a deep  interest,  and  as  a Repub- 
lican has  served  as  township  clerk  for  four  years.  In  1903  he  was 
appointed  infirmary  director  for  Williams  county  to  serve  the  unexpired 
term  of  A.  P.  Warren,  and  one  year  later  he  was  elected  for  a short 
term  of  one  year  to  that  important  office.  At  the  November  election  of 
1905,  he  was  chosen  to  succeed  himself  in  that  position  for  a full  term 
of  three  years,  receiving  the  flattering  majority  of  421  votes.  Together 
with  his  wife  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On 
January  25,  1885,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Margaret  Amanda  Weaver, 
born  in  Williams  county  March  17.  i860,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Caroline  (Harman)  Weaver,  who  came  to  the  United  States  from  Ger- 
many when  young  and  were  married  in  Williams  county,  where  they  still 
reside.  To  them  there  have  been  born  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Oscar  B.  Wertz  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  all  of  them  living.  They  are:  John  Fearn,  Dale  Benson, 
Glen  Weaver,  Bonetha,  Leta,  Vale  Forest,  Bernice,  Gertrude  and 
Mayro  Wesley.  Samuel  Weaver,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wertz,  was  born 
near  Wooster,  Wayne  county,  O.,  October  24,  1835.  He  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Stauffer)  Weaver,  the  latter  the  daughter  of  John 
Stauffer,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work,  both  natives  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  whence  after  their  marriage  they  removed  to  Wayne 
county,  O.,  in  1830.  After  a residence  there  of  twenty-five  years  they 
came  to  Williams  county,  locating  on  a farm  in  Center  township.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a Republican  in  politics  and  with  his 
wife  a member  of  the  English  Lutheran  church.  His  wife  died  March 
12,  1874,  and  he  on  April  29,  1877.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  only  two  are  living.  His  paternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  Sarah  Weaver,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  both 
died  in  Wayne  county,  O.  Samuel  Weaver  was  reared  on  a farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  In  1855  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Williams  county,  where  he  has  since  resided  engaged  in  farming 
and  selling  fruit  trees.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  has  for  a 
number  of  years  served  on  the  school  board.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K of  the  Forty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Bentonville,  Ft. 
McAlister  and  Goldsboro.  In  June,  1856,  he  married  Miss  Caroline 
Harman,  born  in  France,  March  6,  1833,  the  daughter  of  George  F. 
and  Eva  (Snyder)  Harman,  both  natives  of  France  who  came  to 
Stark  county,  O.,  about  1835,  and  twelve  years  later  to  Williams 
county,  where  both  died,  he  in  1862  and  his  widow  in  1864.  To  this 
couple  five  children  were  born,  all  of  whom  are  living.  To  Samuel 
Weaver  and  wife  eight  children  have  been  born.  Their  names  follow : 
Hattie  E.,  Rilla,  who  died  when  about  two  years  old ; Margaret  A., 
Laura  D.,  deceased,  Ulysses  S.,  Ida  C.,  Mary  A.  and  John  Henry. 

CHARLES  M.  WHITE,  a retired  business  man  and  a highly 
respected  citizen  of  Edon,  is  a native  of  Liverpool,  England,  where  he 
was  born  on  August  15,  1846.  His  parents,  Charlos  and  Marian 
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(White)  White,  are  natives  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1850,  landing  at  New  York  city.  Being  an  expert  machinist, 
Charles  White  experienced  no  difficulty  in  securing  profitable  employ- 
ment in  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  where  he  remained  for  three  years. 
From  the  American  metropolis  he  removed  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and 
spent  five  years  there.  His  next  removal  was  to  Angola,  Ind.,  where 
he  was  employed  for  one  year  in  the  manufacture  of  sewing  machines. 
Then  he  purchased  a farm  near  Fremont,  Ind.,  and  followed  general 
farming  until  1863.  In  answer  to  his  adopted  country’s  call  for 
troops  he  enlisted  in  Company  M of  the  Fifth  Indiana  cavalry  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Having  been  taken  prisoner  he  was 
confined'  in  the  Confederate  prison  at  Andersonville  for  nine  months, 
when  he  was  exchanged.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Fremont,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  still  residing,  he  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  and  she  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
Eight  children  have  been  born  to  Charles  White  and  wife,  four  of 
whom  have  grown  to  man  and  womanhood.  David  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years  at  Detroit  and  the  other  three  in  infancy.  Charles  M. 
White  was  twelve  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  educated  in  part  in  the  Detroit 
city  schools  and  finished  at  Orland  Academy,  Orland,  Ind.,  after  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  same  company  of 
the  Fifth  Indiana  cavalry  in  which  his  father  had  enlisted  the  year 
before  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  too  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Confederates  and  confined  for  nine  months  in  the  Andersonville 
military  prison.  At  one  time  he  succeeded  in  escaping  from  the  prison 
pen,  but  he  was  re-captured,  the  pursuers  having  used  blood-hounds. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  to  Kansas  and  farmed  there  for 
a period  of  four  years.  Then  he  returned  to  Fremont,  Ind.,  and  in 
1877  removed  to  Williams  county,  where  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  for  two  years.  Then  he  removed  to  Edon  and  worked  at 
the  carpenter  trade  for  some  time.  After  this  he  engaged  in  the  cement 
business  for  several  years,  and  followed  that  by  dealing  for  a like 
period  of  time  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  grain  and  in  managing  a 
grain  elevator.  Then  until  1902  he  conducted  a cement  and  general 
building  supplies  establishment,  when  he  retired  from  active  business, 
having  succeded  so  well  in  his  various  business  ventures  as  to  have 
acquired  a snug  little  fortune.  He  is  now  building  for  his  own  use  a 
substantial  residence  in  Edon,  where  he  owns  other  valuable  realty. 
In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican,  having  served  both  on  the  town 
council  and  the  school  board.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  together  with  his  family  is  a member 
of  the  Edon  Church  of  Christ.  I11  1875  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lovina  Eystcr,  a daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Eyster,  mention 
of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Charles  M.  White  and 
wife  the  following  children  have  been  born : Effie  and  a twin,  the  latter 
dying  at  birth,  and  the  former  at  the  age  of  eleven  months ; Edward, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  months;  William,  educated  at  the  Tri- 
State  Normal  at  Angola,  Ind.,  a teacher  for  a short  time,  and  since 
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1901  a first-class  Yeoman  on  the  battleship  Wisconsin  of  the  United 
States  navy;  Ellsworth  LeRoy,  educated  in  the  Edon  high  school  and 
the  Angola  Normal  is  at  present  a teacher,  but  will  later  take  the 
electrical  engineering  course  at  Armour  Institute,  Chicago ; and  Archie 
Lee,  now  a student  in  the  Edon  high  school,  who  taught  school  before 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age. 

JOHN  B.  WHITE,  the  present  mayor  of  the  city  of  Bryan,  is  one 
of  the  representative  members  of  the  bar  of  his  native  county,  is  a 
prominent  factor  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party  in  this  section 
of  the  State,  and  has  a large  and  important  professional  business.  H^ 
was  born  in  Superior  township,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  on  the  21st  of 
January,  1853,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Rebecca  F.  (Leach) 
White.  Joseph  H.  White  was  born  in  Bucks  county.  Pa.,  October  14, 
1806,  being  a son  of  John  White,  who  was  a valiant  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Joseph  H.  White  was  numbered  among  the  sterling 
pioneers  of  Williams  county  and  developed  a valuable  farm  estate  in 
Superior  township,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  He  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Superior  township  from  1843  to  1846  and  was 
one  of  the  honored  and  influential  citizens  of  that  section  of  the  county. 
John  B.  White  passed  his  youth  on  the  home  farm,  and  after  com- 
pleting the  work  of  the  public  schools  finally  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  in  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was 
graduated  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1881,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws,  and  he  was  soon  afterward  admitted  to  practice  before  tliJ 
supreme  court  of  his  native  State.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Montpelier,  this  county,  where  he  remained  several  years, 
within  which  time  he  was  called  into  service  as  mayor  of  the  town, 
having  previously  served  as  township  clerk  of  Superior  township.  In 

1886,  the  demands  of  his  practice  and  his  increasing  prestige  in  the 
ranks  of  his  profession  in  the  county  led  Mr.  White  to  locate  in  Bryan, 
the  county  seat,  and  here  he  controls  a practice  of  a representative 
order,  being  known  as  a skilled  trial  lawyer  and  able  counselor.  He 
has  served  eight  years  as  mayor  of  Bryan,  being  the  present  incumbent 
of  this  chief  executive  office,  and  no  further  voucher  of  his  able  and 
acceptable  administration  of  municipal  affairs  is  needed  than  that 
afforded  in  his  long  tenure  of  the  mayoralty.  He  has  also  been  a valued 
member  of  the  local  board  of  education,  and  is  essentially  a liberal  and 
public-spirited  citizen.  Mr.  White  is  a stalwart  in  the  camp  of  Ohio 
Republicans  and  has  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  party  cause,  being 
at  the  present  time  a member  of  the  Republican  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  in  the  election  of  1900  he  was  chosen  Presidential  elector  as 
the  representative  of  the  Fifth  congressional  district  of  Ohio.  He  is 
identified  with  the  local  lodge  and  chapter  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  also  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  November  8, 

1887,  Mayor  White  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Belle  Sperry, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (McKibben)  Brinkerhoff,  of  Ashland 
county,  Ohio.  They  have  no  children. 
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JOHN  WILDER,  of  Edgerton,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Onondaga  county, 
N.  Y.,  April  9,  1851.  His  parents  were  John  and  Eliza  (Reals) 
Wilder,  the  former  a native  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  and 
the  latter  of  Onondaga  county,  in  the  same  State.  In  1861  he  came 
with  his  parents,  John  and  Eliza  (Reals)  Wilder,  to  Farmer  township, 
Defiance  county,  O.,  where  they  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
with  marked  success.  His  grandfather  was  a prominent  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  the  Empire  State.  John  Wilder,  Sr.,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a man  of  influence  in  his  section  of 
the  State,  being  a successful  farmer  and  a progressive  citizen.  He 
married  Miss  Eliza  Reals,  a native  of  Fayetteville,  New  York.  The 
children  born  to  this  marriage  are  John  Wilder  and  an  only  sister,  now 
Mrs.  William  Alexander  of  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county,  O. 
John  Wilder,  Sr.,  died  at  the  homestead  in  Farmer  township,  Defiance 
county,  at  a ripe  old  age.  John  Wilder,  Jr.,  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  received  the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  home  county.  For  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
saw-mill  business.  Five  years  ago  he  removed  to  Edgerton  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Oak  Manufacturing  Company,  being  assigned 
to  the  handle  department  of  that  concern.  On  the  first  day  of  last 
January,  after  five  years’  faithful  service  in  subordinate  positions,  he 
was  made  foreman  of  his  department,  a well  merited  promotion.  He 
is  popular  and  well  liked,  not  only  by  his  employers  but  also  by 
those  who  were  subordinate  to  him.  He  understands  his  business 
thoroughly  and  is  ever  watchful  of  the  best  interests  of  his  employers. 
The  handles  made  by  this  company  are  of  the  best  material  and  are 
shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  He  married  Miss  Ollie  Knight, 
the  daughter  of  Ayres  Knight,  a prominent  and  successful  mill-owner 
of  Defiance  county,  Ohio.  Four  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  at 
home,  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilder.  They  are:  Roy, 

Myrtle,  Millie  and  Lulu. 

EMORY  BENJAMIN  WILLETT,  the  leading  marble  and  granite 
dealer  of  Bryan,  is  a native  of  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  June  28,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  H.  Willett.  At  the 
age  of  four  years  his  parents  brought  him  to  Bryan,  where  he  re- 
ceived a fair  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  1878  he  began 
working  in  the  granite  and  tombstone  business,  serving  one  year,  and 
then  worked  until  January  1,  1884,  at  the  trade  of  polishing  marble. 
After  that  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  father  in  the  same  line 
of  work,  continuing  the  business  until  1899.  On  January  1,  of  the 
following  year  he  went  into  business  for  himself,  beginning  the  man- 
ufacture of  monuments  from  the  rough  material,  and  today  has  the 
largest  plant  of  the  kind  in  the  county.  He  employs  on  an  average 
the  year  round  eleven  skilled  mechanics.  The  granite  is  purchased 
in  car-load  lots,  and  is  polished,  lettered  and  finished  right  here  in 
the  factory.  His  office  is  next  to  the  post  office  and  the  factory  is 
on  Lynn  street.  Since  1890  he  has  conducted  a marble  shop  also  at 
Hicksville,  O.  He  is  a director  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Bryan  Tele- 
phone company,  of  which  concern  he  was  for  a time  solicitor,  securing 
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some  of  its  first  subscribers.  In  the  work  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
he  is  deeply  interested,  always  having  taken  an  active  part,  and  al- 
though he  has  never  held  or  sought  a public  office,  he  is  nevertheless 
an  enthusiastic  Democrat.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mil- 
dred H.  Long,  a native  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  William  H. 
Long. 

CHARLES  W.  WISNER. — Among  the  farmers  of  Northwest 
township,  who  by  dint  of  push  and  enterprise  have  met  with  an 
unusual  degree  of  success  in  both  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
may  be  mentioned  Charles  W.  Wisner.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Maria  (Clume)  Wisner,  the  former  a native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter 
of  Pennsylvania.  William  Wisner  was  a blacksmith  by  trade  and 
the  owner  of  a highly  improved  farm,  and  the  fact  that  he  prosecuted 
both  callings  successfully  proves  that  he  was  a man  of  considerable 
energy  and  thrift.  Settling  in  Florence  township  in  a very  early  day, 
when  the  land  was  wholly  unimproved,  he  worked  long  and  faith- 
fully to  make  the  homestead  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  Williams 
county.  In  political  views  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  religious  matters,  together  with  his  wife,  he  was  identified  with 
the  Christian  Union  church.  He  died  in  1877,  and  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  who  still  resides  on  the  homestead.  Of  the  four  children 
born  to  William  Wisner  and  wife,  three  are  yet  living.  Charles  W. 
Wisner  was  born  in  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  on  August  16,  1865.  He 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental  farm,  assisting  his  father  in  its 
successful  management,  and  the  education  that  lie  received  was  the 
best  that  the  public  schools  of  that  day  afforded.  The  farm  that  he 
now  owns  and  operates  was  purchased  by  him  in  1902,  and  here  he  fol- 
lows general  farming  and  stock-raising.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
being  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party,  but  in  no 
sense  an  office  seeker.  On  March  1,  1888,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Susie  Brubaker,  a native  of  Florence  township,  the  daughter  of  William 
Brubaker,  an  early  settler  of  Williams  county,  who  died  during  the 
Civil  war.  Of  the  four  children  that  have  been  born  to  this  union, 
Savel  Dewey,  the  youngest,  is  deceased.  Those  living  are  Bernice, 
Elbert  and  Joseph. 

HENRY  M,  WOODWORTH,  owner  of  one  of  the  fine  farms 
of  Jefferson  township,  is  a native  son  of  Williams  county,  a represen- 
tative of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  honored  families,  is  a veteran  of 
the  Civil  war  and  is  a citizen  of  worth  and  influence.  Mr.  Wood- 
worth  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  in  Millcreek  township, 
this  county,  on  the  9th  of  September,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  Josiah  and 
Maria  (Snow)  Woodworth,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  where  their  marriage  was  solemnized  and 
where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1835,  when  he  came 
as  a pioneer  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  securing  eighty  acres  of  heavily 
timbered  land  in  Millcreek  township  and  receiving  his  deed  to  the 
property  from  the  Government.  The  nearest  neighbor  was  four  miles 
distant  and  he  found  his  initial  task  that  of  building  his  primitive  log 
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cabin,  which  had  a floor  of  puncheons,  and  for  some  time  blankets 
served  in  lieu  of  doors,  for  the  construction  of  which  no  lumber 
could  be  secured.  He  cleared  and  improved  his  farm  and  lived  on 
the  homestead  until  his  death,  in  1847,  being  killed  by  a stroke  of 
lightning.  His  widow  later  married  George  Bachman,  and  after  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Ansley.  She  died  in  1893  at  a 
venerable  age,  having  been  a devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
She  was  a typical  pioneer  woman,  earnest,  sincere  and  strong  of 
character,  and  she  held  the  unqualified  regard  of  all  who  knew  her. 
When  she  first  visited  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Toledo  only  one 
log  cabin  marked  the  location,  and  prior  to  coming  to  the  West  she 
saw  the  first  railroad  train  which  ran  from  Buffalo  to  Albany.  By 
her  first  marriage  she  had  nine  children : Charles  is  engaged  in  the 

real-estate  business  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa ; Hannah,  who  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Millcreek  township,  became  the  wife  of  Oliver  G. 
Smith  and  is  now  deceased ; Ray  is  a farmer  of  Moscow,  Idaho ; 
Henry  M.  is  the  subject  of  this  review ; Ann  E.  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
N.  Renshaw,  of  Spokane,  Wash. ; John  E.,  who  served  three  years 
during  the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  is  now  a large  stock-grower  of 
Ennis,  Madison  county,  Montana ; George,  a prominent  stockman  of 
Wisdom,  Beaverhead  county,  Mont.,  was  formerly  a member  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state  and  has  also  served  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  his  county ; James,  who  was  a member  of 
the  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  killed  in  battle  at 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  22,  1864;  and  Amanda  is  the  wife  of  James  Saun- 
ders, of  Bryan,  Ohio.  By  her  second  marriage,  to  George  Bachman, 
the  mother  bore  three  children,  the  names  of  whom  were : Sarah, 

who  is  deceased;  Henry,  who  is  a resident  of  Wauseon,  Ohio;  and 
Orcelia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Young  and  resides  in  Stryker, 
Ohio.  No  children  were  born  of  the  third  marriage.  Henry  M. 
Yvoodworth  was  reared  under  the  influences  and  conditions  of  the 
pioneer  epoch  in  Williams  county,  and  early  began  to  assume  personal 
responsibilities  and  to  do  his  share  of  hard  work,  while  his  educational 
advantages  were  limited  to  a very  desultory  attendance  in  the  little 
log  school  house  of  the  early  days.  When  eight  years  of  age  he 
went  to  live  in  the  home  of  his  maternal  uncle,  Elijah  Snow,  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  this  county,  and  later  he  was  employed  four  years 
on  the  Wabash  canal.  He  then  returned  home  and  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  farming  up  to  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the 

Rebellion,  when  he  was  among  the  first  to  tender  his  services  in 

defense  of  the  Union.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  E,  Fourteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  or- 
ganized in  Millcreek  township,  and  he  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge in  September  following,  having  enlisted  for  a term  of  three 
months.  In  August,  1862,  he  re-enlisted,  for  three  years,  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  One  Hundredth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 

which  he  remained  three  weeks  in  the  city  of  Toledo,  and  then 

accompanied  his  command  to  Covington,  Ky.,  in  which  State  it 
operated  about  one  year,  then  crossing  the  Cumberland  mountains  to 


* 

. 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


601 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  that  point.  Mr. 
Woodworth  was  there  selected  as  a member  of  a detachment  of 
three  hundred  men,  sent  from  Knoxville  to  a distance  of  eighty-five 
miles  on  the  line  of  the  East  Tennessee  & Virginia  Railroad,  where 
they  met  the  enemy  in  greatly  superior  numbers  and  were  compelled 
to  retreat  and  finally  to  surrender.  Mr.  Woodworth  was  held  a pris- 
oner at  Belle  Isle  for  six  months,  his  exchange  being  effected  in 
May,  1864,  after  which  he  rejoined  his  regiment  and  took  part  in 
the  Atlanta  campaign ; and  later  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Franklin  and 
Nashville  and  the  engagements  at  Cape  Fear  river,  Fort  Fisher,  and 
Wilmington,  proceeding  to  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  in  which  State  his  com- 
mand was  on  duty  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  received  his  final 
discharge  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  June,  1865.  He  then  returned  to 
Millcreek  township,  where  his  young  wife  had  lived  during  his  ab- 
sence as  a soldier  of  the  Republic,  and  took  up  work  at  the  cooper 
trade  and  also  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  in  which  he  continued 
until  1874.  He  then  removed  to  Panora,  Guthrie  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business  for  fifteen  years, 
during  the  greater  portion  of  which  time  he  was  also  identified  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  having  been  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  county. 
He  returned  to  Williams  county  in  1899,  for  the  purpose  of  caring 
for  his  venerable  mother,  and  he  then  purchased  his  present  fine 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  section  19,  Jefferson  township,  where  his 
beloved  mother  died  on  the  30th  of  January,  1904,  at  the  age  of  86 
years.  Mr.  Woodworth  is  now  living  practically  retired  on  his  farm, 
the  work  of  the  same  being  carried  forward  by  a reliable  lessee.  While 
a resident  of  Iowa  he  served  three  years  as  postmaster  at  Advance 
and  for  an  equal  period  at  Bagley,  and  for  nine  years  he  was  an 
incumbent  of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  also  a school 
director  in  his  county.  Prior  to  his  removal  to  the  West  he  was 
trustee  of  Millcreek  township,  and  later  he  held  the  same  office  in 
Jefferson  township  for  two  terms.  Since  his  return  to  his  native 
county  he  has  again  been  called  to  the  office  of  township  trustee,  of 
which  he  has  been  in  tenure  for  the  past  five  years.  In  political 
matters  he  has  always  been  aligned  as  a stanch  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  a fraternal  way  he  is  identified 
with  Sunbeam  Lodge,  No.  476,  Free  & Accepted  Masons,  at  Bagley, 
Iowa,  having  served  as  Master  of  the  same,  and  also  having  been  a 
member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  order  in  the  Hawkeye  state.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Independnt  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  but  not  in 
active  affiliation,  and  is  a valued  member  of  Hiram  Louden  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  Montpelier,  Williams  county,  Ohio. 
In  September,  1861,  Mr.  Woodworth  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Susan  M.  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  being  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaret  R.  (Bringman)  Miller,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  York  county.  Pa.  They  came  to  Ohio  in  an 
early  day  and  in  1858  removed  to  Williams  county,  settling  in  Mill- 
creek township,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
father  was  a weaver  by  trade  but  devoted  himseif  principally  to 
farming  after  coming  to  Ohio.  Mrs.  Woodworth  was  the  only  child. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodworth  have  three  children.  Ida  M.  is  the  wife 
of  William  E.  McKee,  a prosperous  ranchman  of  Ennis,  Madison 
county,  Mont.,  and  they  have  ten  children : Carl,  Guy,  Verne,  Della, 

Otto,  Zora,  Anna,  Henry,  and  Harry  and  Chauncey,  twins.  Della  is 
the  wife  of  Grant  L.  Arrasmith,  of  Bayard,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Winfred  W.  Orville  J.  is  at  the  present  time  on  the  ranch  of 
his  uncle  in  Beaverhead  county,  Mont. 

WILLIAM  MARTIN  WRIGHT  may  properly  be  designated  as 
one  of  the  pioneer  citizens  of  Williams  county,  as  is  evident  when 
it  is  stated  that  he  has  resided  on  his  present  homestead  farm  for 
nearly  sixty  years,  the  place  having  been  secured  by  his  honored 
father  in  the  early  days,  when  this  section  was  yet  largely  unreclaimed 
from  the  forest  wilds.  It  is  now  one  of  the  well  improved  farms  of 
St.  Joseph  township,  being  attractively  located  on  the  river  road  lead- 
ing north  from  the  village  of  Edgerton.  Mr.  Wright  was  born  in 
Ripley  township,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1840, 
beingf  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  six  children  of  Tobias  Wright, 
and  the  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Susan  Cook.  The  former  was 
born  at  Salem,  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1794,  and  the  latter  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  same  state,  April 
1,  1807.  Tobias  Wright  was  a son  of  Alexander  and  Rebecca  (Kiker) 
Wright,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  about  the  year  1768,  and  the 
latter  on  March  29,  1 772.  Alexander  Wright  was  a son  of  Samuel 
and  Sarah  Wright,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Ireland,  as 
was  presumably  his  wife.  Samuel  Wright  immigrated  from  Ballybay, 
county  Monaghan,  Ireland,  to  America  about  the  year  1765,  and  made 
settlement  at  Salem,  N.  Y.  He  was  driven  from  his  farm  during  the 
occupation  of  that  town  by  the  British,  but  returned  later,  becoming 
a soldier  in  the  Continental  line  and  rendering  yeoman  service  during1 
the  Revolution.  He  died  in  Salem,  in  1830.  His  son  Alexander 
passed  his  entire  life  in  that  locality,  having  been  a farmer  by  voca- 
tion. Tobias  Wright  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Washington  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  married  Mary  Lakin,  after  whose  death,  a few  years 
later,  he  removed  to  Delaware  county,  that  State,  where  was  solem- 
nized his  marriage  to  Susan  Cook,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  as 
has  already  been  noted  in  this  context,  and  who  was  a daughter  of 
Deacon  Nathaniel  and  Rebecca  Cook.  About  1840  Tobias  Wright 
came  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Huron  county,  where  he 
remained  until  about  1845,  when  he  removed  farther  west,  to  a farm 
in  Indiana,  only  a few  miles  distant  from  the  site  of  the  present  town 
of  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  Ohio.  About  1847  be  removed  over 
into  Williams  county  and  took  up  his  residence  on  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  William  M.,  whose  name  initiates  this 
sketch.  He  improved  this  place  and  became  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  the  county,  and  his  name  ever  stood  as  a synonym  of 
honor  and  integrity  in  all  the  relations)  of  life.  He  died  on  this  home- 
stead, April  17,  1866,  his  widow  surviving  him  by  more  than  a score 
of  years,  as  her  death  occurred  on  the  22d  of  January,  1888.  Alex- 
ander Wright,  a brother  of  Tobias,  came  to  Ohio  at  the  same  time, 
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having  married  Orpha  Cook,  sister  of  the  second  wife  of  Tobias. 
The  brothers  settled  in  the  same  locality  and  each  had  a family  of  six 
children.  Of  the  children  of  Tobias  Wright  all  are  living  except  the 
eldest,  Alexander,  who  died  in  early  youth,  in  Huron  county,  Ohio. 
David,  born  October  24,  1836,  married  Lydia  Beverly  and  resides  in 
Kansas;  Charles  Louis,  born  October  27,  1838,  married  Susannah 
Wideman,  and  resides  in  Hamilton,  Indiana;  William  Martin,  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Tamar  Rebecca,  born 
May  29,  1843,  is  the  wife  of  Oliver  P.  Learned,  and  they  reside  in 
Hamilton,  Ind.;  Tobias  Alexander,  born  June  29,  1846,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Hon.  James  Gibson,  of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  they  reside  in 
New  York  city;  through  him  has  been  secured  much  of  the  data  for 
the  preparation  of  this  ancestral  review.  Tobias  Wright  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  views.  William  Martin  Wright  secured  his  edu- 
cational training  in  the  common  schools  of  Dekalb  county,  Ind.,  and 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  which  latter  practically  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  and  in  his  farming  operations  he 
has  kept  pace  with  the  march  of  improvement,  laying  aside  the  more 
primitive  accessories  and  methods  as  improved  ones  have  been  devised 
and  utilizing  judgment  in  his  labors,  so  that  he  has  found  his  enter- 
prise profitable  and  grateful,  having  no  reason  to  regret  his  continued 
application  to  the  noble  art  of  husbandry.  His  farm  comprises  sixty- 
three  acres  of  excellent  land,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
devoted  to  diversified  agriculture  and  horticulture,  and  the  improve- 
ments on  the  place  are  of  a substantial  and  attractive  order,  making 
the  old  homestead  a delightful  rural  estate.  Mr.  Wright  has  ever 
shown  a proper  interest  in  local  affairs  of  a public  nature  and  has 
been  signally  true  to  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  he  exercises  his 
franchise  in  support  of  the  Democratic  party  and  its  principles.  In  the 
community  which  has  been  his  home  from  his  childhood  days  he 
has  never  lacked  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
he  has  served  most  acceptably  in  various  local  offices,  including  those 
of  township  assessor  and  trustee.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views, 
having  a due  appreciation  for  the  true  spiritual  ideas  aside  from 
dogmatism,  and  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 
On  November  20,  1866,  Mr.  Wright  married  Miss  Amanda  Sheridan, 
who  was  born  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  March  16,  1843,  being  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (McKims)  Sheridan,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Ireland,  August  9,  1801,  and  the  latter  was  born  in 
Scotland,  in  April,  1803.  William  Sheridan  came  to  America  with 
his  mother  when  he  was  a child  of  three  years  and  they  settled  in 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  in  which  State  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving 
a common-school  education  and  learning  the  trade  of  a blacksmith. 
About  1838  he  came  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a farm  one  and  one-half 
miles  west  of  Bryan,  Williams  county,  where  he  followed  his  trade  and 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  continuing  a resident  of  this  county 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  28,  1889,  his  devoted  wife 
having  passed  away  October  18,  1876.  Both  were  zealous  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  served  consecutively  as  deacon 
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for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century,  and  in  politics  he  was  a stal- 
wart Democrat.  Of  the  eleven  children  only  two  are  living — Mrs. 
Wright,  and  Wallace  S.,  the  latter  being  a prominent  contractor  and 
builder  of  Springfield,  Mo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  William  Sheri- 
dan, the  oldest  child,  resides  in  Chicago,  I'll.,  where  he  holds  a lucra- 
tive position.  Edgar  T.  is  a traveling  salesman  from  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
having  previouslv  passed  four  years  with  a leading  concern  in  New 
York  city;  Susan  H.  is  the  wife  of  James  Hissong  of  Shelby,  Ohio ; 
Archibald  C.  died  November  7,  1901,  aged  twenty-six  years,  four 
months  and  twenty-two  days;  Mary  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Dirnler  of  Bryan,  Ohio. 

GEORGE  M.  YEAGLEY,  a prosperous  farmer  near  Melbern,  is 
the  son  of  James  K.  P.  and  Mary  Catharine  (Gallatin)  Yeagley  and 
the  grandson  of  Andrew  and  Catharine  Yeagley,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  settled  in  Williams  county  about  the  year  1852  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  His  maternal  grandparents, 
John  and  Lydia  (Saul)  Gallatin,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  former  being  born  September  10,  1818,  and  the  latter  August  24, 
1819.  The  parents  of  John  Gallatin,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Buttler) 
Gallatin,  removed  from  their  native  State  to  Stark  county,  O.,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1840,  where  both  died.  John  Gallatin  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county.  In 
1852  he  removed  to  Williams  county  and  located  on  a farm  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  In  politics  he  was  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  being  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that 
organization.  To  John  Gallatin  and  wife  four  children  were  born. 
They  are : Daniel  B.,  a resident  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; Silas  Saul, 

deceased;  Mary  Catharine,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  Willie  H.,  deceased.  John  Gallatin  died  April  15,  1895.  His 
widow,  who  still  lives  on  the  homestead,  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Asper)  Saul,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to 
Williams  county  in  1854,  where  both  died.  Here  follow  the  names 
of  the  children  of  John  and  Catherine  Saul:  Eliza,  born  March  18. 
1814;  George  B.,  born  September  10,  1815;  John,  born  September 
18,  1817;  Lydia,  bom  August  24,  1819;  Sarah,  born  January  16 
1822;  David,  born  Mav  15,  1824;  Catherine,  born  October  31,  1828. 
The  first  five  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  last  two  in  Stark 
county,  O.  George  M.  Yeagley  is  the  son  as  stated  above  of  James 
K.  P.  and  Marv  C.  (Gallatin)  Yeagley,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  James 
K.  P.  Yeagley  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm,  receiving  a liberal  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  in  a select  school  in  Williams  Center. 
By  occupation  he  is  a farmer  and  in  politics  a Republican,  and 
together  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  He 
is  now  a resident  of  Jasper  county,  Ind.,  his  wife  having  died  August 
15,  1870.  To  their  marriage  three  children  were  born:  George  M. ; 

James  C.  of  Nebraska,  and  the  third  child  died  in  infancy.  George 
M.  Yeagley  was  born  in  Center  township,  June  6,  1866.  Having  lost 
his  mother  when  four  years  old  he  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grand- 
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parents,  John  Gallatin  and  wife.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  home  county  and  in  the  Fayette,  O.,  Normal. 
By  occupation  he  is  a successful  farmer,  owning  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  very  fertile  and  valuable  land,  and  in  politics  is  an 
independent.  On  December  24,  1889,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Jennie 
Fisher,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Poorman)  Fisher,  a 
farmer  of  Center  township,  where  he  has  resided  for  sixty-three  years. 
To  Mr.  Yeagley  and  wife  three  children  have  been  born.  They  are: 
Carrie  Grace,  born  January  17,  1892 ; Clarence  Herbert,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1894,  and  Florence  Carmon,  oorn  June  11,  1899. 

ANDREW  D.  YOCUM. — From  the  old  Keystone  State  came  many 
of  the  leading  pioneer  families  of  Ohio,  and  a representative  of  this 
sturdy  element  is  Mr.  Yocum,  who  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  honored 
farmers  of  Madison  township,  where  he  has  passed  essentially  his 
entire  life,  his  memory  linking  the  early  pioneer  era  with  the  present 
time,  as  the  twentieth  century  rolls  majestically  into  the  cycle  of  the 
ages.  Mr.  Yocum  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  on  the  10th  of 
January,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Lemuel  and  Elizabeth  (Martin)  Yocum, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  this  State,  January 
9,  1824,  and  the  latter  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  August  26, 
1823,  being  a daughter  of  Dan  Martin,  who  removed  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  an  early  day.  Lemuel  Yocum  was 
a son  of  Andrew  Yocum,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  State 
he  accompanied  his  father  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  the  early  pioneer1 
days,  and  there  they  operated  a tannery  for  a number  of  years.  On 
the  9th  of  August,  1853,  Lemuel  Yocum  and  his  family  arrived  in 
Madison  township,  Williams  county,  settling-  on  a farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  which  he  reclaimed  from  the  primitive  wilds. 
He  later  purchased  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  comprising 
the  present  homestead  of  his  son  Andrew,  subject  of  this  review, 
three  acres  of  the  place  having  been  sold  for  use  as  the  site  of  the 
school  house  of  the  district.  This  farm  was  cleared  by  Dr.  George 
Lawson,  from  whom  Mr.  iTocum  purchased  the  property.  He  made 
good  improvements  on  the  place  and  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
on  the  farm  he  located  on  in  1853.  His  death  occurred  April  30,  1899, 
while  his  widow  was  summoned  to  the  “land  of  the  leal”  February  12, 
1905.  Both  were  sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the  German  Baptist 
church,  and  in  political  matters  he  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  its  principles.  Of  the  four  children  of  this 
honored  pioneer  couple  only  two  are  living,  Andrew  D.  and  Nancy 
Ellen,  the  latter  being  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  W.  Stiving,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  Madison  township.  Andrew  D.  Yocum  was  reared  on  the 
homestead  farm  and  has  contributed  his  quota  to  its  reclamation  and 
improvement,  and  the  place  is  doubly  valuable  to  him  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  his  home  from  his  childhood  and  also  the 
home  of  his  honored  parents  from  the  pioneer  days  to  the  time  of 
their  death.  He  gives  his  attention  to  diversified  farming  and  the 
raising  of  high-grade  live  stock  and  is  one  of  the  able  and  popular 
representatives  of  the  agricultural  element  in  the  county,  the  sturdy 


606 


HISTORY  OF  WILLIAMS  COUNTY 


husbandry  on  whose  efforts  must  ever  rest  much  of  the  stable  pros- 
perity of  the  nation.  In  politics  Mr.  Yocum  is  independent  in  his 
attitude,  supporting  men  and  measures  which  meet  the  approval  of  his 
judgment.  March  23,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cor- 
delia A.  Gordon,  who  was  born  in  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  being  a 
daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Sarah  (Coddington)  Gordon,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  that  county,  whence  they  came  to  Williams  county  in  1862, 
passing  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  the  village  of  Pioneer.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Yocum  have  one  son,  Earl  G.,  who  attended  the  high  school 
at  Pioneer  and  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm. 

HARVEY  GEORGE  YOUNG,  M.  D.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  village  of  Pioneer,  where  he  has 
various  capitalistic  interests  of  importance,  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  able  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  younger  generation  in  Williams 
county,  and  he  follows  the  same  profession  as  did-  his  honored  father, 
who  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  representatives  of  the  Homeo- 
pathic school  of  practice  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Young  was  born  in  the  village  of  Pioneer,  this  county,  on  Christmas 
day  of  the  year  1871,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Mary  Ann  (Miller) 
Young,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Germany  and  the  latter  in 
Richland  county,  Ohio.  Dr.  George  Young  received  his  elementary 
education  in  his  fatherland,  having  been  twelve  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  parents’  immigration  to  America.  They  located  first  in 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  later  came  to  Williams  county,  locating 
in  Florence  township,  where  both  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Dr.  George  Young  was  not  only  educated  largely  through  his  own 
efforts,  but  he  also  gained  marked  financial  success  through  his  dis- 
criminating operations  and  honorable  methods.  He  was  graduated 
in  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  having  previously 
been  a careful  and  ambitious  student  of  his  profession  under  private 
preceptors.  He  was  an  assistant  surgeon  in  an  Ohio  regiment  for  three 
years  during  the  Civil  war,  soon  after  the  close  of  which  he  came 
to  Williams  county,  having  been  previously  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  with  his  preceptor,  at  Shiloh,  Richland  county.  Upon 
coming  to  Williams  county  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Pioneer, 
where  he  continued  in  active  practice  for  many  years,  becoming  one 
of  the  most  honored  and  most  successful  physicans  of  the  county,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  county’s  wealthiest  and  most  influential  citizens. 
For  many  years  he  was  an  extensive  loaner  of  money,  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Pioneer  Banking  Company,  in  1894,  and  owned 
at  different  times  a large  amount  of  valuable  real  estate,  besides  hav- 
ing other  important  capitalistic  investments  in  the  county.  In  earlier 
years  he  supported  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  Republican  party  soon  after  its  organization  and  thereafter  was 
one  of  its  stalwart  adherents.  Dr.  George  Young  died  Feb.  15,  1903! 
He  was  a man  of  lofty  integrity  of  character  and  ever  commanded 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  In  a fraternal  way 
he  was  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
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and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  three  children : Arthur  F.  is 

engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Stryker,  this  county;  Minnie  is  the 
wife  of  Alfred  E.  Quidort,  a hardware  merchant  of  Pioneer;  and 
Harvey  G.,  of  this  review,  is  the  youngest.  The  junior  Dr.  Young 
was  reared  in  his  native  town,  having  been  graduated  in  the  Pioneer 
high  school  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1889,  after  which  he  was 
a student  for  one  year  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  at  Delaware. 
He  then  entered  the  Homeopathic  medical  department  of  the  famous 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  completed  the  pre- 
scribed course  and  was  graduated  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1893, 
receiving  his  well  earned  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  forthwith 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pioneer,  where 
most  gratifying  success  has  attended  his  efforts  and  where  he  has 
attained  to  exceptional  prestige  as  an  advanced  exponent  of  modern 
medicine  and  surgery.  He  has  taken  post-graduate  courses  in  the* 
Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College  and  special  courses  in  orificial 
surgery  and  electro-therapeutics,  in  Chicago,  besides  special  courses  in 
refraction  and  diseases  of  the  eye,  in  the  Detroit  Medical  College. 
The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Ohio  Homeopathic  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  and  the  North  American 
Association  of  Orificial  Surgeons,  and  he  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  political  matters^  he  maintains  an  inde- 
pendent attitude.  He  is  a stockholder  of  the  Pioneer  Banking  Com- 
pany, the  Pioneer  Elevator  Company  and  the  Pioneer  Telephone  Com- 
pany, of  which  last  he  is  president.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  residences  in  the  town  and  the  same  is  a center  of  generous 
and  gracious  hospitality.  Animated  by  a genuine  public  spirit,  Dr. 
Young  is  well  upholding  the  prestige  of  the  honored  name  which  he 
bears,  both  in  his  functions  as  a citizen  and  as  a physician.  August 
6,  1901,  Dr.  Young  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha  R.  Hall,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Pioneer,  being  a daughter  of  Thomas  B.  Hall, 
a well-known  citizen  of  this  place,  and  the  one  child  of  this  union  is' 
Kathleen  Mary. 

FREDERICK  YUNCK,  manager  of  the  Bryan  Novelty  Manufac- 
turing Company  and  chief  of  the  fire  department  of  that  city,  is  of 
foreign  birth,  being  a native  of  Alsace,  Germany,  where  he  was  born 
on  November  10,  1849.  His  parents  were  Philip  and  Barbara  ( Milk- 
man) Yunck,  both  natives)  of  Alsace.  In  1853  the  Yunck  family,  con- 
sisting of  the  parents  and  two  sons,  emigrated  to  America,  landing  at 
New  York  City,  whence  they  came  directly  to  Massillon,  Stark  coun- 
ty, G.,  where  Mrs.  Yunck  had  three  sisters  living.  Philip  Yunck  se- 
cured work  on  a farm  about  three  miles  north  of  Massillon  and  con- 
tinued there  about  a year  and  a half.  Then  he  removed  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Uniontown,  Stark  county,  where  he  remained  a like  period 
of  time.  In  Aoril,  1857,  he  removed  to  Williams  county  and  bought 
a farm  four  miles  west  of  Bryan.  In  1870  he  sold  this  farm  and, 
moving  to  Bryan,  purchased  twenty  acies  of  land  adjoining  the  cor- 
poration line  of  the  city.  He  continued  to  cultivate  this  piece  of  land 
until  his  death,  in  the  spring  of  1887,  his  widow  surviving  him  one 
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year.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  with  his  wife  a member  of 
the  German  Lutheran  church.  Philip,  the  elder  son,  nine  years  older 
than  Frederick,  is  now  engaged  in  the  sheep-raising  industry  in  Mon- 
tana, but  maintains  his  residence  at  Bryan.  Frederick  Yunck  was 
reared  on  a farm  and  received  a common  school  education.  In  1869 
he  left  the  farm  and  coming  to  Bryan  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  which  he  conducted  successfully  for  twenty  years.  In  1889 
he  sold  out  his  business  and  embarked  in  the  clothing  business,  con- 
tinuing in  that  line  for  a year  and  a half.  In  1897  he  organized  the 
Bryan  Novelty  Manufacturing  Company  and  was  made  manager  of 
the  business,  in  which  capacity  he  is  still  serving.  The  product  of  this 
firm  consists  principally  of  store  tools  and  display  tables.  From  eight 
to  ten  mechanics  are  employed  the  year  around.  Mr.  Yunck  has 
served  as  treasurer  of  Pulaski  township,  and  is  identified  wfth  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  Royal  Arcanum  organizations.  On  April  2,  1871,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  Goller,  born  near  New  Liver- 
pool, Medina  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  George  Goller,  who  came 
to  Williams  county  in  1856,  locating  on  a farm  five  miles  south  of 
Bryan.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yunck  there  have  been  born  three  children. 
Their  names  are : Edward  G.,  an  employee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company  at  Toledo,  O. ; Charles  F.,  secretary  of  the  Bryan  Novelty 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  Frederick,  who  died  when  a year  and  a 
half  old. 

JACOB  ZEEB,  a prominent  and  successful  merchant  of  Edgerton, 
is  of  German  descent,  his  father  having  come  to  America  when  only 
twelve  years  old.  The  parents  of  Jacob  Zeeb  are  George  and  Chris- 
tina (Keinath)'  Zeeb,  both  of  foreign  birth.  George  Zeeb  was  born  in 
Ivusterding,  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  in  1840.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  he  patriotically  enlisted  in  the  Sixty-fifth  Indiana  volunteer 
infantry  and  saw  very  active  service.  Two  years  after  his  return 
from  the  war,  in  1867,  he  removed  to  Edon,  Williams  county,  where 
he  embarked  in  the  furniture  business.  In  public  affairs  he  has  been 
quite  active,  having  practically  filled  all  of  the  town  offices.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  still  living  at  Edon,  being  highly  respected  by 
all  who  know  them.  They  have  had  five  children : George,  the  pro- 
prietor of  a general  store  at  Edon ; Louise,  now  Mrs.  L.  W.  Burkhart ; 
Tina  Christina,  Mrs.  William  Lingle,  and  Mary  who  is  still  at  home. 
All  are  residents  of  Edon.  Jacob  Zeeb  was  born  July  4,  1870,  in 
Edon,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a fair  education  in  the 
home  schools.  He  began  his  business  career  by  clerking  for  six  years 
in  a general  store  in  Edon.  Then  in  1890  he  removed  to  Edgerton, 
where  for  the  next  four  years  he  held  a clerkship  in  the  establish- 
ment of  F.  W.  Arnds.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  conducted  a 
grocery  and  crockery  store  of  his  own,  meeting  with  the  most  pro- 
nounced success.  He  married  Miss  Grace  Relyea,  of  Edgerton,  the 
daughter  of  Jerome  and  Rachel  (Skelton)  Relyea,  the  former  of  whom 
was  run  over  and  killed  bv  a fast  passenger  train  in  1901.  Without 
the  assistance  of  influential  friends  and  with  very  little  money,  Mr. 
Zeeb  has  step-by-step  risen  from  the  humble  position  of  clerk  in  a 
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village  store  to  that  of  proprietor  of  a large  and  lucrative  business. 
In  dealing  with  his  fellow  citizens  he  has  always  been  scrupulously 
honest,  and  he  has  demonstrated  that  a business  can  be  successfully 
conducted  by  an  honest  man.  He  is  a man  of  pleasing  manners,  cheer- 
ful disposition,  and  possesses  the  tact  of  winning  friends  and  keeping 
them.  While  Mr.  Zeeb  has  always  been  a very  busy  man  he  has 
found  time  to  devote  to  public  affairs,  having  served  two  terms  as 
township  treasurer.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics  but  not  an  office 
seeker  in  any  sense  of  the  term. 

JOHN  H.  ZEITER,  who  is  proprietor  of  a prosperous  livery  and 
transfer  business  in  Montpelier,  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  20th  of  June,  1862,  and  is  a representative  of  the  third  genera- 
tion of  the  family  in  America,,  whither  his  grandfather,  George  Zeiter, 
immigrated  from  Germany,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  their  one  son. 
He  became  a successful  farmer  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  1864,  when  he  came  to  Williams  county  and 
purchased  a farm  near  Montpelier,  and  here  he  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  during  the  remainder  of  his  exceptionally  long 
and  useful  life.  He  died  in  1895,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety- 
seven  years,  while  his  wife  survived  him,  her  life  being  prolonged  to  a 
still  more  notable  age,  since  she  only  lacked  three  months  of  being 
one  hundred  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
1901.  Their  only  son,  John,  was  born  in  Germany  and  was  a child 
at  the  time  of  their  immigration  to  the  United  States.  He  received 
his  educational  training  in  the  schools  of  Crawford  county,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Williams  county,  becoming  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Superior  township,  and  having  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  fifty-seven  years,  while  for  a num- 
ber of  years  he  also  operated  a threshing  machine  in  this  section,  where 
he  was  well  known  and  highly  honored.  He  continued  his  residence  in 
Superior  township  until  1902,  and  is  now;  living  retired  near  Reading, 
Hillsdale  county,  Michigan,  which  adjoins  Williams  county  on  the 
north,  and  he  has  passed  the  age  of  four  score  years.  He  married 
Miss  Julia  Swope,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  she  died  in  1890, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  She  was  a devout  and  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  was  a woman  of  noble 
and  gentle  character.  Her  husband  is  also  a member  of  the  same 
church,  and  in  politics  he  has  been  aligned  with  the  Democracy  from 
the  time  of  attaining  the  franchise.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  concerning  whom  the  following  brief  record  is  incorporated : 
George  is  a resident  of  Reading,  Mich. ; Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of 
George  Burkhardt  and  resides  in  Montpelier ; William  also  makes  his 
home  in  the  same  town;  John  H.  is  the  subject  of  this  review;  Charles 
resides  in  the  West;  David  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  m the 
city  of  Toledo;  Edward  is  engaged  in  business  in  North  Baltimore, 
Wood  county;  and  Albert  is  with  his  father  in  Reading.  John  H. 
Zeiter  was  about  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents’  removal  to 
Williams  county,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  in  the  meanwhile 
lending  his  aid  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm.  After  leaving  school 
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he  continued  to  be  engaged  in  farm  work  for  a short  time,  thereafter 
operated  a threshing  machine  one  year,  after  which  he  came  to  Mont- 
pelier and  entered  the  employ  of  Adam  Lattanner,  in  the  livery  business. 
About  three  years  later  he  effected  the  purchase  of  the  business,  which 
he  has  successfully  continued,  having  well  equipped  'Stables  and  doing; 
a general  livery  and  transfer  business.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his  politi- 
cal proclivities  and  is  loyal  to  the  party  cause  at  all  times.  In  1884  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Olinger,  of  Defiance  county,  Ohio. 

JACOB  ZIGLER  is  properly  represented  in  this  work  by  reason  of 
his  status  as  one  of  the  successful  farmers  and  worthy  citizens  of 
Jefferson  township.  He  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
15th  of  October,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Reuben  and  Catherine  (Samsel) 
Zigler,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pa.,  of 
stanch  German  lineage,  and  the  latter  was  born  in  Germany.  Benjamin 
Zigler,  father  of  Reuben,  removed  with  his  family  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Richland  county,  Ohio,  in  an  early  day,  and  later  they  came  to 
Williams  county  and  settled  in  Center  township,  where  both  he  and 
his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Reuben  Zigler  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  Richland  county,  where  his  marriage  was  solemnized. 
His  wife  was  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Dick)  Samsel,  who 
came  from  Germany  to  America  when  she  was  a child,  settling  in 
Richland  county,  where  the  father  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  a 
weaver,  and  also  became  a prosperous  farmer,  both  he  and  his  wife 
continuing  to  reside  in  that  county  until  their  death.  In  1865  Reuben 
Zigler  came  with  his  family  to  Williams  county,  and  he  secured  sixty- 
five  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  township,  developing  a good  farm  and 
continuing  to  here  make  his  home  until  he  was  called  to  his  final  re- 
ward, in  November,  1896,  in  the  fullness  of  years  and  well  earned 
honors.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  adherency  and  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  English  Lutheran  church,  as  is  also  his 
widow,  who  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  four  attained  maturity,  namely: 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Elwood  A.  Piper,  of  Chadbourn,  N.  C. ; Ella, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  A.  Steyers,  of  Jefferson  township  ; Jacob, 
whose  name  initiates  this  sketch  ; and  Cora,  who  died  in  February,  1903, 
having  been  the  wife  of  Jay  Wineland,  of  Jefferson  township.  Jacob 
Zigler  received  a good  education  in  the  public  schools  and  continued 
to  live  at  the  parental  home  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  when  he  was  married.  In  1883  he  located  at  Waldron,  Hillsdale 
county,  Mich.,  where  he  devoted  his  attention  principally  to  teaming 
for  the  ensuing  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned  to 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Superior  township,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  for  the  following  seven  years.  He  then,  in  the 
spring  of  1896,  purchased  and  removed  to  his  present  farm,  which 
comprises  forty  acres  of  land  in  section  7,  Jefferson  township,  all  being 
under  effective  cultivation.  He  has  remodeled  the  house  on  the  place 
and  erected  a large  and  substantial  barn,  and  is  meeting  with  success  in 
his  efforts,  giving  his  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock-growing. 
He  is  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party  and  both  he  and  his 
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wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  as  was  also  his  first  wife. 
February  3,  1881,  Mr.  Zigler  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Steyers,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  having  been  a daughter 
of  the  late  George  Steyers,  a substantial  farmer  of  this  county,  to 
which  he  came  from  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Zigler  died  on  the  21st  of 
November,  1900,  and  is  survived  by  three  sons,  Meril  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Josephine  Kirk  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Richland  county; 
William  D.,  who  is  a carpenter  by  trade  and  vocation,  resides  in  Chi- 
cago Junction,  Ohio;  and  L.  C.  remains  with  his  father  on  the  home 
farm.  On  Christmas  day,  1901,  Mr.  Zigler  married  Miss  Emma  Zou- 
vers,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  being  a daughter  of 
Caleb  and  Amanda  Zouvers,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Shelby 
county  and  the  latter  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  Zouvers  died 
December  25,  1898,  and  his  widow  now  resides  in  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

WILLIAM  ZIGLER,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Center  township,  is 
a native  of  Trumbell  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  March  29, 
1836.  His  paternal  and  maternal  grandparents  lived  and  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania. He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Catherine  (Libey)  Zigler,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  married  and  whence  they 
came  to  Trumbull  county,  O.,  about  the  year  1830.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  the  vicinity  of  Mansfield,  Richland  county,  and  finally,  in 
1862,  to  Williams  county,  where  they  located  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres 
two  miles  east  of  the  farm  on  which  William  Zigler  now  resides.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat  and  with  his  wife  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  He  died  at  Miller’s  Corners  in  1890,  his  wife  having  died 
seven  years  earlier  on  the  home  farm.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  ten  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  five  sons  are  yet  living. 
William  Zigler  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  a 
very  limited  education  in  the  common  schools,  which  he  afterwards 
supplemented  by  self  culture.  On  May  27,  1859,  he  was  wedded  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Rinehart,  born  in  Ashland  county,  O.,  in  1838.  the 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Catherine  (Steele)  Rinehart,  residents  of  Rich* 
land  county,  where  both  are  buried.  In  1861  William  Zigler,  wife  and 
one  son  came  to  Williams  county  and  settled  in  a perfect  wilderness, 
where  he  cleared  sixty  of  the  first  eighty  acres  bought  by  him.  To  this 
tract  he  later  added  forty  acres  and  in  1903  sixty-seven  acres  more, 
making  a total  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  in  the  farm. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  general  farming  as  well  asi  in  breeding 
Short-horn  and  Polled-Durham  cattle  and  Shropshire  and  Oxforddown 
sheep.  Although  a stanch  Democrat  he  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office.  In  religous  matters  he  is  identified  with  the  Evangelical  As- 
sociation. Mrs.  Zigler  has  had  the  benefit  of  a thorough  education 
and  is  a highly  cultured  and  refined  Christian  woman.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them : John,  Mary,  Presly,  Annie,  Berton,  Eddie  and 

Jesse. 
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